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MASTERING YOUR
JOURNEYS WITH
THE AA ROUTE
PLANNER: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE

In a world where every
minute counts, efficient
travel  planning  is  no
longer a luxury—it is a
necessity. Whether you
are  a  daily  commuter
n a v i g a t i n g  b u s y
motorways,  a  family
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a
weekend getaway, or a
logistics  professional
coordinating  multiple
deliveries,  having  a
reliable  tool  to  map

y o u r  r o u t e  c a n
transform  a  stressful
journey into a smooth
experience. Among the
most trusted names in
driving  assistance  is
t h e  A A  R o u t e
Planner.  This  digital
service,  developed  by
t h e  A u t o m o b i l e
Association, has helped
millions of drivers plot
safe,  efficient,  and
cost-effective  journeys
across  the  Uni ted
Kingdom  and  beyond.
In  this  comprehensive
guide,  we will  explore
every facet  of  the AA
Route Planner, from its
c o r e  f e a t u r e s  t o
advanced  t ips  for
m a x i m i z i n g  i t s
potential.  By  the  end,

https://web1.enteraskincare.com/


2

2 Aa Route Planner Aa Route
Planner

2024-05-11

you  will  understand
w h y  t h i s  p l a n n e r
remains  a  top  choice
for  drivers  who  value
accuracy, convenience,
and peace of mind.

What
Exactly Is
the AA
Route
Planner?
T h e  A A  R o u t e
Planner  is  an  online
journey-planning  tool
that  provides  detailed
driving  directions,
estimated travel times,
distance  calculations,
and  real-time  traffic
updates. Unlike generic
mapping  services,  the
AA’s  tool  is  deeply
integrated  with  the
A A ’ s  d e c a d e s  o f
experience in roadside

assistance,  traffic
monitoring,  and driver
safety. It is designed to
h e l p  y o u  a v o i d
congestion, reduce fuel
consumption,  and
anticipate  potential
hazards  along  your
route .  The  too l  i s
avai lable  as  a  free
website and as part of
the AA app, making it
accessible on desktop,
t a b l e t ,  a n d
smartphone.

Core
Features
That Set
the AA
Route
Planner
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Apart
What  makes  the  AA
Route  Planner  stand
o u t  i n  a  c r o w d e d
market  of  navigation
apps?  Let  us  break
down its most valuable
capabilities.

1. ACCURATE
DRIVING
DIRECTIONS AND
MULTIPLE ROUTE
OPTIONS

When  you  enter  your
start  and  destination
points,  the  AA  Route
Planner  calculates  not
just  one  but  several
potential  routes.  You
can compare a fastest
route  (optimised  for
t i m e )  a g a i n s t  a
s h o r t e s t  r o u t e
( o p t i m i s e d  f o r
distance)  or  a  more
scenic  route.  Each
option  displays  the
total  miles,  estimated

driving  time,  and  a
clear  step-by-step
instruction  set.  This
flexibility  allows  you to
choose  the  path  that
b e s t  s u i t s  y o u r
pr io r i t ies—whether
that  is  speed,  fuel
efficiency,  or  simply
e n j o y i n g  t h e
countryside.

2. REAL-TIME
TRAFFIC ALERTS
AND ROAD
CONDITIONS

One  of  the  biggest
frustrations for  drivers
is  unexpected  traffic
jams.  The  AA  Route
Planner integrates live
traffic  data,  including
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n
congestion, roadworks,
accidents,  and  road
closures.  As  you  plan
your  journey,  the  tool
a u t o m a t i c a l l y
highlights trouble spots
a n d  c a n  s u g g e s t
alternative  routes  to
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keep you moving. This
feature  is  especially
valuable for those who
dr ive  dur ing  peak
hours  or  across  long
d i s t a n c e s  w h e r e
conditions can change
rapidly.

3. COST
CALCULATOR AND
FUEL PRICE
ESTIMATES

B u d g e t - c o n s c i o u s
drivers  will  appreciate
t h e  f u e l  c o s t
est imator .  A f te r
entering  your  vehicle
type and fuel efficiency
(or  select ing  from
common models in the
UK) ,  the  AA  Route
Planner  calculates  the
approximate  cost  of
the  journey  based  on
current  average  fuel
prices.  You  can  also
factor  in  toll  charges,
congestion  charges
(such  as  London’s
ULEZ ) ,  and  o the r

e x p e n s e s .  T h i s
transparency helps you
plan  not  only  your
route  but  also  your
budget.

4. BREAKDOWN
COVER INTEGRATION
AND AA SERVICE
LINKS

I f  y o u  a r e  a n  A A
member,  the  route
planner becomes even
more  powerful.  It  can
link directly to your AA
membership  details,
providing quick access
t o  e m e r g e n c y
breakdown  assistance
along  your  planned
route.  Furthermore,  if
y o u  e n c o u n t e r  a
problem  during  the
journey,  the  AA  app
can  share  your  real-
time location with their
patrol  teams.  This
seamless  integration
b e t w e e n  r o u t e
planning  and  roadside
help  is  a  hallmark  of
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t h e  A A ’ s  s e r v i c e
philosophy.

5. POINTS OF
INTEREST AND TRIP
CUSTOMIZATION

Are  you  planning  a
road trip with stops for
sightseeing,  meals,  or
rest  breaks?  The  AA
Route  Planner  allows
you to add waypoints,
search  for  nearby
p e t r o l  s t a t i o n s ,
restaurants,  hotels,
and  attractions.  You
c a n  a l s o  s e t
preferences  such  as
“avoid  motorways,”
“avoid tolls,” or “favour
scenic  roads.”  This
level  of  customization
ensures  that  your
journey  aligns  with
your  personal  taste
and  requirements.

How to

Use the
AA Route
Planner:
A Step-
by-Step
Walkthro
ugh
Using  the  AA  Route
P l a n n e r  i s
straightforward,  but  a
few tips can help you
get the most out of it.
Let us walk through the
process.

Navigate to the1.
AA Route
Planner
website or
open the AA
app. On the
homepage, you
will see a simple
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form: “From” and
“To”.
Enter your2.
start and
destination
addresses. You
can type full
postcodes, town
names, or
specific street
addresses. The
tool uses a
comprehensive
UK database, so
even rural
locations are
easily found.
Choose your3.
route
preferences.
Before clicking
“Get route,” you
can adjust
settings such as
“Avoid
motorways” or
“Avoid tolls.” You
can also add an
optional start
time to factor in
traffic predictions
based on the

time of day.
Review the4.
route options.
The planner will
display at least
three route
choices. Click on
each to see the
distance, time,
and a brief
description (e.g.,
via motorway,
via A-roads).
Examine the5.
detailed
directions.
Select your
preferred route,
then scroll down
to see turn-by-
turn instructions.
Each step
includes the road
name, distance
to the next turn,
and any notable
landmarks.
Print or share6.
your itinerary.
You can print a
clean, easy-to-
read version of
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the route, email
it to yourself or a
companion, or
send it directly to
your
smartphone.
Use the map7.
view. For a
visual overview,
the AA Route
Planner provides
an interactive
map where you
can zoom, pan,
and click on any
segment for
additional
details.

Beyond
the
Basics:
Advanced

Tips for
Power
Users
Once  you  are  familiar
wi th  the  standard
functionality,  consider
t h e s e  a d v a n c e d
techniques  to  further
enhance your planning.

Use the
“Avoid”
options wisely.
If you are driving
a large vehicle or
towing a trailer,
you can instruct
the planner to
avoid narrow
roads, steep
inclines, or low
bridges. This
safety feature is
invaluable for
motorhome
owners and
caravaners.
Combine traffic
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alerts with
departure
timing. By
setting a future
departure time,
the AA Route
Planner can
predict traffic
levels based on
historical data.
This helps you
decide whether
leaving early
morning or later
in the evening
might save you
time.
Save frequent
routes.
Registered users
can save
favourite routes
(e.g., home to
work, or a
regular holiday
destination). This
eliminates the
need to re-enter
details each
time.
Check weather
conditions.

While not directly
integrated into
the route
planner, the AA
website provides
weather
forecasts for
major roads.
Before a long
journey, cross-
check the
planned route
against weather
warnings,
especially in
winter.

Comparin
g the AA
Route
Planner
with
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Other
Services
You  may  wonder  how
the AA Route Planner
stacks up against rivals
such as  Google  Maps,
Waze,  or  RAC  Route
Planner .  Each  has
strengths,  but  the  AA
tool  excels  in  several
key areas:

Reliability and
UK focus: The
AA has been
mapping British
roads since
1905. Its
database is
meticulously
maintained,
making it
exceptionally
accurate for rural
and local roads
that global
services
sometimes
misrepresent.

Breakdown
cover
integration: No
other major
navigation
service offers
such a direct link
to roadside
assistance. If you
are an AA
member, the
peace of mind is
unmatched.
Transparency
with costs: The
fuel and toll
calculator gives a
clear picture of
journey
expenses, which
is helpful for
budgeting and
for business
drivers who need
to reimburse
mileage.
Print-friendly
layout: Unlike
many app-
focused services,
the AA Route
Planner produces
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a clean, legible
printout—perfect
for older
smartphones
with poor battery
or for drivers
who prefer paper
backup.

However,  be  aware
that  the  AA  Route
Planner  does  not  offer
live  turn-by-turn  voice
navigation in the same
way that Google Maps
o r  W a z e  d o .  I t  i s
primarily  a  pre-trip
planning tool. For real-
time  guidance,  many
d r i v e r s  u s e  a
combination:  plan  the
r o u t e  o n  t h e  A A
website, then enter the
chosen waypoints  into
a voice-navigation app.
Alternatively,  the  AA
app does provide basic
navigation  alongside
its  planning  features.

The Role
of the AA
Route
Planner in
Sustainab
le Driving
W i t h  g r o w i n g
awareness  of  carbon
emissions,  drivers  are
increasingly looking for
ways  to  reduce  their
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
footprint. The AA Route
Planner  supports  eco-
fr iendly  dr iv ing  in
s e v e r a l  w a y s .  B y
offering  the  shortest
route  option,  it  helps
minimise  distance
travelled.  Its  real-time
traffic  alerts  reduce
idling  time  in  jams,
which is a major source
of  unnecessary  fuel
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c o n s u m p t i o n .
Moreover, the fuel cost
estimator  encourages
drivers  to  consider
vehicle  efficiency.  For
electric  vehicle  (EV)
owners ,  the  AA  i s
expanding  its  route
planner to include EV-
specific  features,  such
as  locating  charging
points along the route
a n d  e s t i m a t i n g
c h a r g i n g
times—though  this
functionality  is  still
evolving  compared  to
ded icated  EV  t r ip
planners.

Common
Pitfalls
and How
to Avoid

Them
Even  the  best  tool
requires  careful  use.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
mistakes to steer clear
of  when using the AA
Route Planner.

Ignoring the
“Avoid”
settings. If you
drive a minibus
or a high vehicle,
failing to restrict
the route can
lead to
embarrassing or
dangerous
situations.
Always set
vehicle
parameters if
relevant.
Assuming real-
time traffic is
100% accurate.
While the AA
data is reliable,
unexpected
closures or
incidents can
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happen after the
last update.
Always check
local radio or live
traffic feeds just
before departure.
Not saving the
route offline.
The website
version requires
an internet
connection. If
you are travelling
through areas
with poor signal,
print the
directions or take
a screenshot.
The AA app
allows offline
map downloads
for a fee.
Overlooking
alternative
routes. Many
drivers
automatically
select the fastest
route without
comparing the
alternatives. The
“scenic” or

“shortest” might
offer a more
pleasant drive
with only a few
extra minutes.

Who
Benefits
Most
from the
AA Route
Planner?
The tool is designed for
a  wide  audience,  but
certain  groups  find  it
particularly  useful:

Business
drivers and
fleet
managers:
Accurate mileage
and cost
estimates help
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with expense
reporting and
route
optimisation for
efficiency.
Long-distance
travellers:
Planning multi-
hour journeys
with built-in rest
stop
recommendation
s and traffic
awareness
reduces fatigue.
New drivers:
The ability to
avoid motorways
and high-speed
roads makes it
ideal for learners
or those recently
passed their test.
Caravan and
motorhome
owners: The
vehicle-specific
avoidance
features are a
lifesaver when
navigating
narrow country

lanes.
AA members:
The integration
with breakdown
cover adds a
layer of
reassurance that
no other planner
matches.

Conclusio
n: Your
Journey,
Your Way
In  an  era  of  digital
mapping dominated by
a  f e w  b i g  t e c h
companies,  the  AA
Route  Planner  holds
its ground by focusing
on what  truly  matters
to  drivers:  accuracy,
safety, and integration
with real-world support
services.  Whether  you
are  planning  a  short
t r i p  t o  t h e  l o c a l
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supermarke t  o r  a
c r o s s - c o u n t r y
adventure,  this  tool
provides  the  clarity
and  confidence  you
need.  Its  user-friendly
interface,  combined
w i t h  p o w e r f u l
customisation  options
and live data, makes it
a  staple  for  anyone
who  takes  dr iv ing

seriously.  Next  time
you prepare to hit the
road, consider starting
your journey not with a
vague  address  in  a
G P S ,  b u t  w i t h  a
thoughtfully  planned
route  crafted  by  the
AA.  Your  car ,  your
wallet, and your peace
of mind will thank you.


