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EXPLORING THE WORLD WITH
CULTUREGRAMS KID VERSION: A
FUN AND EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY
FOR YOUNG LEARNERS

In  an  age  where  global  awareness  is
more  important  than  ever,  helping
children  understand  and  appreciate
different  cultures  has  become  a
cornerstone  of  modern  education.  Yet,
for young learners, dense textbooks and
complex  encyclopedias  can  feel

o v e r w h e l m i n g .  T h i s  i s  w h e r e
Culturegrams Kid Version steps in as
a  vibrant,  accessible,  and  engaging
solution.  Designed  specifically  for
elementary and middle school students,
this  resource  offers  a  colorful  window
into  the  lives,  traditions,  and  daily
experiences of people around the world.
Whether  you  are  a  parent  looking  to
enrich  your  child’s  worldview  or  a
teacher seeking a classroom-friendly tool
f o r  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,
Culturegrams  Kid  Version  provides  a
safe,  interactive,  and  developmentally
appropriate  way  to  explore  global
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diversity. Let’s dive into what makes this
resource so special,  how it  works, and
why it deserves a spot on every young
learner’s digital bookshelf.

WHAT IS CULTUREGRAMS KID
VERSION? A TAILORED WINDOW
INTO WORLD CULTURES

Culturegrams Kid Version is a specially
adapted, kid-friendly database of cultural
information produced by ProQuest. It is
part  of  the larger Culturegrams series,
which has long been a trusted reference
for  libraries  and  schools.  The  Kid
Version is crafted for children in grades
3 through 8, presenting information in a
format  that  is  easy  to  read,  visually
appealing,  and  free  from the  complex
jargon found in adult-focused resources.
Each country report is built around the

experiences  of  a  real  child  or  family,
allowing young readers to connect on a
personal  level  with  peers  from  different
cultures. The content covers everything
from food  and  clothing  to  school  life,
holidays,  and  family  traditions,  all
delivered  with  vibrant  photographs,
maps, and even simple recipes or craft
ideas.
What truly sets Culturegrams Kid Version
apart is its commitment to representing
each culture with respect and accuracy.
Instead  of  relying  on  stereotypes  or
superficial  facts,  the  resource
emphasizes  everyday  realities.  For
example,  a  report  on  Japan  might
feature  a  child  describing  their  daily
routine, the uniform they wear to school,
and the traditional foods they eat during
festivals. This narrative approach helps
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children see the world not as a collection
of distant places, but as a community of
real  people  with  relatable  joys  and
challenges.  The  database  is  updated
regularly  to  ensure  that  information
remains  current,  which  is  especially
important for covering rapidly changing
regions  or  contemporary  cultural
practices.

KEY FEATURES THAT MAKE
CULTUREGRAMS KID VERSION
EXCEPTIONAL

Age-Appropriate

Language and
Readability
One of the biggest hurdles in introducing
young children to cultural studies is the
complexity  of  language.  Culturegrams
Kid Version addresses this  head-on by
using  clear,  simple  sentences  and
defining  any  terms  that  might  be
unfamiliar. The reading level is carefully
calibrated so that children can explore
independently  without  becoming
frustrated.  This  makes  it  an  excellent
tool for building reading comprehension
skills  while  simultaneously  teaching
geography and social studies concepts.
The text is broken into short paragraphs
with plenty of white space, making it less
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intimidating  for  reluctant  readers  or
students  with  learning  differences.

Engaging Visuals
and Interactive
Elements
Children are naturally drawn to images,
and Culturegrams Kid Version capitalizes
on  this  with  high-quality  photographs,
colorful  maps,  and even audio clips in
some versions. The visuals are not just
decorative; they are carefully chosen to
illustrate key points about daily life, such
as  a  bustling  market  in  Morocco  or  a
family  meal  in  Mexico.  Some  school
subscriptions  include  interactive

activities  like  quizzes,  puzzles,  and
matching games that reinforce learning
in  a  playful  way.  This  multimodal
approach  caters  to  different  learning
styles,  helping  visual,  auditory,  and
kinesthetic  learners  all  find  something
that  resonates  with  them.

Focus on Daily
Life and Real
Children
Perhaps the most powerful feature is the
focus  on a  "day in  the life"  narrative.
Each  country  report  profiles  a  real  or
composite  child  character  who  guides
the reader through their typical day. This
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character  might  describe  waking  up,
eating  breakfast,  going  to  school,
playing  with  friends,  and  celebrating
holidays.  By  framing  the  information
through a  child’s  eyes,  Culturegrams
Kid Version  makes  abstract  concepts
concrete.  A  third  grader  in  the United
States can instantly relate to a student
in  Kenya  who  a l so  has  chores ,
homework, and favorite games, even if
their  circumstances  are  vastly  different.
This  builds  empathy  and  reduces  the
"othering" that can sometimes happen in
cultural studies.

Comprehensive

Yet Concise
Coverage
While  the  information  is  presented  in
manageable chunks, it is by no means
superficial.  Each  country  report  covers
essential  topics  such  as  geography,
history, government, language, religion,
food,  holidays,  and  family  life.  The
reports  also  include  sections  on
etiquette  and  tips  for  communicating
with people from that culture, which is
especially  valuable  for  children  who
might  be  interacting  with  international
classmates  or  traveling  abroad.  The
balance  between  breadth  and  depth
ensures  that  children  gain  a  solid
foundational  understanding  without
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being  overwhelmed.

SUPPORTING LEARNING GOALS:
HOW CULTUREGRAMS KID
VERSION ENHANCES
CURRICULUM

Building Global
Awareness and
Empathy
In  today’s interconnected world,  global
competence is a skill that educators and
parents  increasingly  pr ior i t ize.
Culturegrams  Kid  Version  al igns
perfectly  with  social  studies  standards
that require students to "compare and

contrast"  or  "understand  diverse
perspectives." When children explore a
country  report,  they  are  not  just
memorizing  capitals  and  flags;  they  are
learning  about  values,  customs,  and
ways  of  living.  This  nurtures  empathy
and  cultural  sensitivity  from  an  early
age.  A  child  who  reads  about  the
importance  of  family  in  Ghana  or  the
significance  of  a  festival  in  India  begins
to see the common humanity that binds
all people, regardless of nationality.

Strengthening
Research and
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Critical Thinking
Skills
Using  Culturegrams  Kid  Version  also
teaches  children  how  to  conduct
research  in  a  digital,  database-driven
environment.  Teachers  can  assign
projects  where  students  compare  two
countries,  investigate  a  specific  cultural
practice, or create a presentation about
a  nation’s  holidays.  The  organized
structure of the database helps students
learn  how  to  navigate  information,
extract  key  facts,  and  synthesize
material  from  multiple  sections.  This
builds  foundational  research  skills  that
will  serve them well  in  middle  school,
high school, and beyond. The inclusion

of maps and graphs also supports data
literacy,  as  children  interpret  visual
information  alongside  text.

Supporting
Multilingual and
Multicultural
Classrooms
For  classrooms  with  diverse  student
populations,  Culturegrams  Kid  Version
can  be  an  incredible  inclusion  tool.
Children  who  are  immigrants  or  from
immigrant  families  can  see  their  own
cultures represented with accuracy and
dignity. Meanwhile, their classmates can
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learn  about  these  cu l tures  in  a
respectful, information-rich context. The
resource  also  includes  sections  on
languages, often providing key phrases
or  common  greetings.  This  can  spark
interest  in  language  learning  and
encourage  cross-cultural  friendships
within the school environment. Teachers
report  that  using  Culturegrams  Kid
Version  reduces  cultural  friction  and
promotes a more harmonious classroom
climate.

WHAT TOPICS ARE COVERED? A
RICH TAPESTRY OF CULTURAL
INFORMATION

The scope of Culturegrams Kid Version is
impressively  broad.  Subscribers  gain
access to reports for over 200 countries
and  territories,  each  fol lowing  a

consistent  and  child-friendly  format.
Here  is  a  closer  look  at  the  major
categories included in every report:

Land and Climate: Students
learn about the geography, major
cities, and natural features of each
country. Simple maps show
location relative to the equator
and neighboring nations.
Daily Life: This section covers
what a typical day looks like for
children, including school
schedules, chores, and leisure
activities. It often includes a
timeline of a typical day.
Food and Meals: Descriptions of
common dishes, eating customs,
and even simple recipes that
children can try at home (with
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adult supervision). This section is
always a favorite among young
readers.
Holidays and Celebrations:
Major national and religious
holidays are explained, along with
how families celebrate. Festivals,
parades, and special foods are
highlighted.
Language and Communication:
Common greetings, phrases, and
language facts are shared. The
section may also discuss body
language and etiquette to avoid
misunderstandings.
Clothing and Fashion: Both
traditional attire and modern
everyday clothing are described,
with vivid photos showing the
variety of styles.

School and Education: Details
about the school system, typical
school day, and subjects studied.
This often helps children
appreciate their own educational
experience in a new light.
Family and Home Life: Family
structures, roles of different family
members, and home environments
are discussed. This section
emphasizes the universal
importance of family.
Animals and Nature: Unique
wildlife and natural landmarks are
covered, often with stunning
photographs that capture
children’s imaginations.

Each  category  is  presented  with  the
same child-friendly tone, making it easy
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for  readers  to  jump  between  sections
based on their interests. The consistency
also  helps  with  compare-and-contrast
assignments, as students know exactly
where  to  find  specific  types  of
information  for  different  countries.

HOW TO USE CULTUREGRAMS
KID VERSION EFFECTIVELY AT
HOME AND IN THE CLASSROOM

For Parents:
Expanding
Horizons Beyond

the Classroom
If you are a parent homeschooling your
child  or  simply  looking  to  supplement
school  learning,  Culturegrams  Kid
Version  is a fantastic addition to your
home  l ibrary.  You  can  use  it  as  a
springboard  for  family  activities.  For
example, after reading about a particular
country, you might cook a dish from that
culture together, listen to its traditional
music, or try to learn a few phrases in its
language.  The  database  encourages
curiosity and can turn screen time into a
rich,  interactive  learning  experience.
Many parents report that their children
become so engaged that they voluntarily
explore  multiple  countries  and  then
share what they learned at the dinner
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table.  Subscriptions  are  typically
available through public libraries, so you
may already have free access with your
library card.

For Teachers:
Lesson Plans and
Project Ideas
Teachers can integrate Culturegrams Kid
Version  into  their  lesson  plans  in
countless ways. For a social studies unit
on  world  cultures,  students  can  be
assigned  different  countries  to  research
and present. The resource can also be
used  for  cross-curricular  learning—for
instance,  a  math  lesson  could  use

population data from the reports,  or  a
writing  lesson  could  have  students
compose  a  d iary  entry  f rom  the
perspective  of  a  child  in  a  different
country.  Because  the  content  is  so
reliable,  teachers  can  confidently  direct
students  to  explore  without  worrying
about  encountering  inappropriate
material  or  misinformation.  The
database  also  includes  teacher  guides
a n d  a c t i v i t y  s h e e t s  i n  s o m e
subscriptions, further simplifying lesson
planning.

For Librarians: A
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Trusted
Reference for

Young Patrons
School  and  public  librarians  often
recommend Culturegrams Kid Version as
the  first  stop  for  elementary  students
working on cultural research projects. It
provides  a  safe,  vetted,  and  engaging
alternative to general internet searches,
which  can  be  overwhelming  or  yield
results  that  are  not  age-appropriate.
Librarians  can  create  pathfinders  or
library guides that direct students to the
Kid Version database, ensuring that even
the  youngest  researchers  can  find  high-
quality  information  independently.  The

database  is  also  useful  for  diversity
initiatives,  such as "Around the World"
reading  programs  or  cultural  heritage
months.

HOW CULTUREGRAMS KID
VERSION STANDS OUT FROM
OTHER RESOURCES

There  are  many  websites,  books,  and
databases that offer cultural information
for  children,  but  Culturegrams  Kid
Version has several distinct advantages.
First, its narrative approach is far more
engaging than dry encyclopedic entries.
While a general encyclopedia might list
the  "languages  spoken  in  Brazil,"
Culturegrams Kid Version introduces you
to  a  Braz i l ian  ch i ld  who  speaks
Portuguese  and  uses  slang  that  is
specific  to  their  region.  This  personal
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connection  is  invaluable  for  fostering
genuine interest. Second, the resource is
meticulously  updated.  Cultural  norms,
political  boundaries,  and  even  food
preferences  change  over  time,  and
Culturegrams  Kid  Version  reflects  these
changes  in  a  way  that  many  print
resources cannot.
Another  key  differentiator  is  the
emphasis  on  etiquette  and  tips  for
respectful  interaction.  This  goes
beyond mere facts and teaches children
how  to  be  respectful  global  citizens.
They learn, for instance, that in Thailand
it is considered rude to touch someone’s
head,  or  that  in  many  Middle  Eastern
cultures, it is customary to remove your
shoes before entering a home. This type
of  practical  knowledge  is  incredibly
valuable  for  children  who  may  have

international friends or who may travel
someday.  Finally,  the  resource  is
available in  multiple  formats,  including
online databases and even some e-book
versions,  making  it  accessible  from
school,  home,  or  the  library.

CONCLUSION: WHY EVERY
YOUNG LEARNER DESERVES
ACCESS TO CULTUREGRAMS KID
VERSION

In  a  world  that  can  sometimes  feel
divided,  tools  that  build  understanding
a n d  e m p a t h y  a r e  t r e a s u r e s .
Culturegrams  Kid  Version  is  precisely
such a tool.  It  transforms the study of
world  cultures  from  a  dry  academic
exercise  into  a  vibrant,  relatable,  and
deeply human experience


