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UNDERSTANDING TRUSTS LAW WITH GILBERT LAW
SUMMARIES TRUSTS

Trusts law is a cornerstone of estate planning, property law, and
wealth  management,  yet  its  intricate  rules  and  historical
doctrines can overwhelm even the most dedicated law student.
Whether you are preparing for the bar exam, a trusts and estates
course,  or  simply  seeking  to  master  the  nuances  of  fiduciary
relationships, having a clear, concise, and reliable study aid is
essential.  This  is  where  Gilberts  Law  Summaries  Trusts
stands out. For decades, the Gilbert Law Summaries series has
provided law students with meticulously organized, black-letter
law outlines that cut through complexity. In this comprehensive
article,  we  will  explore  how  this  particular  summary  can
transform your understanding of trusts, what key topics it covers,
and  why  it  remains  a  trusted  resource  for  bar  review  and
classroom success.

WHAT ARE GILBERT LAW SUMMARIES?

Gilbert  Law Summaries are a series of  study aids created by
publishers  that  specialize  in  distilling  vast  bodies  of  law into

digestible,  topic-specific  outlines.  Each  summary  is  authored  by
legal experts and professors who have deep knowledge of the
subject. The Gilberts Law Summaries Trusts volume focuses
exclusively on the law of trusts, presenting rules, exceptions, and
applications  in  a  systematic  format.  These  summaries  are
designed  to  complement  casebook  readings  and  classroom
lectures, providing a clear framework for understanding the legal
principles  that  govern  trust  creation,  administration,  and
termination. The series has been a staple in law school libraries
for generations, prized for its straightforward language, logical
organization, and inclusion of exam tips.

WHY USE GILBERT LAW SUMMARIES TRUSTS FOR
LAW SCHOOL AND BAR PREP?

Studying trusts law can feel like navigating a labyrinth of intent,
formalities, and trustee duties. The Gilberts Law Summaries
Trusts  outline  addresses  these challenges head-on.  Here  are
several reasons why this study aid is particularly effective:

Structured organization: The summary breaks down
trusts law into logical sections, from the basic elements of a
trust to complex issues like charitable trusts, resulting
trusts, and spendthrift trusts. This structure mirrors how
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most professors teach the subject, making it easy to follow.
Black-letter law focus: Each chapter highlights the core
rules and doctrines, often in bold or highlighted terms, so
you can quickly identify what is essential for exams. This is
especially valuable when you need to recall the precise
requirements for a valid trust or the duties of a trustee.
Exam tips and pitfalls: Interspersed throughout the text
are practical insights that help you avoid common
mistakes. For example, the summary might point out that a
"precatory" expression of hope does not create a trust, a
distinction frequently tested on exams.
Sample questions and answers: Many editions include
practice questions with model answers, allowing you to test
your understanding and see how to apply the rules to fact
patterns.
Portability and efficiency: The summary condenses
hundreds of pages of casebook material into a manageable
booklet or digital file, saving you hours of note-taking and
review time.

KEY TRUSTS CONCEPTS COVERED IN GILBERTS LAW
SUMMARIES TRUSTS

The Gilberts Law Summaries Trusts  outline  covers  all  the
fundamental topics you need to master. Below are some of the
core areas it addresses, each with the clarity necessary for both
class and bar examinations.

Elements of a Trust
Any trust analysis begins with the basic requirements: a settlor
with capacity and intent, a trustee, a beneficiary (or a charitable
purpose),  trust  property  (the  res),  and  certain  formalities
depending  on  the  type  of  property.  The  summary  carefully
explains  each  element,  including  the  specific  intent  needed  to
create  a  trust  versus  a  gift  or  a  contract.  It  clarifies  the  three
certainties (intention, subject matter, objects) as formulated in
English law and widely adopted in American jurisdictions.

Types of Trusts
Trusts  law  encompasses  many  variations,  and  the  Gilbert
summary  categorizes  them  in  a  user-friendly  manner.  Key
classifications include:

Express trusts: Created intentionally by the settlor, either
inter vivos (during life) or testamentary (in a will).
Resulting trusts: Arise by implication when property is
held on trust for the settlor or their estate, often due to a
failed express trust or a purchase money situation.
Constructive trusts: Imposed by courts to prevent unjust
enrichment, even without any intention to create a trust.
Charitable trusts: Designed for public benefit, with
unique rules regarding indefiniteness and the cy pres
doctrine.
Spendthrift trusts: Protect beneficiaries from creditors by



Gilberts Law Summaries Trusts 3

3

restricting their ability to transfer their interest.

Trust Creation and
Formalities
One of the most heavily tested areas is the proper method of
creating  a  trust.  The  outline  covers  the  Statute  of  Frauds
requirements,  the  need for  a  writing  for  trusts  involving  real
property,  and  the  integration  with  wills  and  estates.  It  also
addresses the Dudley v. Dudley maxims and the modern trend
toward  relaxing  formalities  for  personal  property  trusts.  The
summary emphasizes distinctions between a trust and other legal
relationships such as agency, bailment, or executorship.

Trustee Duties and Powers
A trustee's role is fiduciary,  meaning they must act with loyalty,
prudence, and impartiality.  Gilberts Law Summaries Trusts
dedicates substantial  attention to the duty of loyalty (no self-
dealing),  the  duty  to  invest  prudently  (often  referencing  the
Uniform Prudent Investor Act), and the duty to account. It also
lists  the  powers  a  trustee  may  have—express,  implied,  or
statutory—and  the  potential  liabilities  for  breaches,  including
surcharge actions.

Beneficiary Rights and
Remedies
Beneficiaries are the equitable owners of the trust property. The
summary explains their right to information, to enforce the trust,
and to seek removal of a trustee for misconduct. It also covers
the rule against perpetuities as applied to trusts, the concept of
vested and contingent interests, and the ability of beneficiaries to
terminate a trust under the Claflin doctrine.

Modification and
Termination of Trusts
Trusts may be modified by the settlor (if they retain a power), by
beneficiaries  (with  consent),  or  by  courts  under  changed
circumstances.  The  outline  explores  the  distinction  between
revocable  and  irrevocable  trusts,  the  effect  of  merger,  and  how
trusts end—by expiration, purpose accomplished, or court order.
Understanding these rules is critical for drafting and litigation.

HOW TO EFFECTIVELY STUDY TRUSTS WITH GILBERT
LAW SUMMARIES

Simply owning a copy of Gilberts Law Summaries Trusts is
not enough; you need a strategy to maximize its utility. Here are
practical steps to integrate this tool into your study routine:
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Pre-read before class: Skim the relevant chapter before1.
the lecture to get an overview of the black-letter law. This
primes your brain to catch the nuances your professor
might emphasize.
Use alongside case briefs: After reading a case, consult2.
the summary to see how the holding fits into the broader
doctrinal framework. For example, after studying Bishop v.
Bishop on precatory words, the summary will help you
remember the general rule that "hope" does not create a
trust.
Create flashcards from key rules: Identify the elements3.
of a trust, the exceptions to the duty of loyalty, or the
requirements for a charitable trust, and turn them into
digital or physical flashcards for spaced repetition.
Practice with the sample questions: Attempt the4.
hypotheticals in the summary without looking at the
answers. Then compare your reasoning with the model
answer, noting any gaps in your analysis.
Review before exams: Use the summary as a quick5.
reference to refresh your memory on the entire trust law
landscape. The concise format is ideal for last-minute
review.

By  following  these  strategies,  you  ensure  that  the  Gilbert
summary becomes an active learning tool rather than passive
reading material.

COMPARING GILBERT LAW SUMMARIES WITH OTHER

TRUSTS STUDY AIDS

Several other trusted outlines and study aids exist for trusts law,
such as the Emanuel Law Outlines, the Examples & Explanations
series, and the Casenote Legal Briefs. So why choose Gilberts
Law Summaries  Trusts?  The  answer  lies  in  its  balance  of
brevity  and  depth.  While  Examples  &  Explanations  provide
extensive hypotheticals interwoven with text, they can be time-
consuming.  Emanuel  outlines  are  thorough  but  often  denser.
Gilbert  summaries  are  known  for  their  "just  the  facts"
approach—they present the black-letter law in bullet points and
numbered lists, which is ideal for memorization. Moreover, the
Gilbert series has a long history of collaboration with law school
professors, ensuring that the content aligns with how the subject
is actually taught. For trusts, where many rules stem from the
Restatement (Third) of Trusts and the Uniform Trust Code, the
Gilbert  outline  efficiently  integrates  these  modern  sources
without  losing  the  classic  common  law  principles.
Additionally, the Gilberts Law Summaries Trusts book often
includes a correlation table that matches its sections to major
casebooks,  making  it  easy  to  find  the  relevant  material  for  any
assignment. This feature saves time when you need to cross-
reference a specific case or doctrine.

CONCLUSION

Mastering trusts law is a challenge, but with the right resources,
it  becomes  an  achievable  goal.  Gilberts  Law  Summaries
Trusts  delivers  a  concise,  well-organized,  and  exam-focused
guide that helps law students grasp the essentials quickly and
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retain them for the long term. Whether you are struggling with
the concept of a resulting trust, trying to distinguish a charitable
trust from a private trust,  or preparing for the multistate bar
exam, this summary provides the clarity and structure you need.
By using it actively—pre-reading, practicing, and reviewing—you

will build a solid foundation in trusts that will serve you in your
legal career. The next time you pick up your Gilbert summary,
remember that it is not just a shortcut; it is a proven pathway to
understanding one of the most elegant areas of property law.


