
Texas Am Math Placement Exam 1

Texas Am Math
Placement Exam

Texas Am
Math
Placement
Exam

Downloaded from
web1.enteraskincare.com

by Brewer & Everett

UNDERSTANDING
THE TEXAS A&M
MATH PLACEMENT
EXAM: YOUR
GATEWAY TO
COLLEGE
MATHEMATICS

For  incoming  students
a t  T e x a s  A & M
University, the journey
t o w a r d  a  d e g r e e
begins long before the
first  day  of  class.  One
of  the  most  critical
steps is demonstrating
r e a d i n e s s  i n
mathematics, and that
is  where  the  Texas
A&M  Math  Placement
Exam comes into play.

This assessment is not
just a hurdle to clear; it
i s  a  s t rategic  too l
designed to ensure you
s ta r t  i n  t he  ma th
c o u r s e  t h a t  b e s t
matches  your  skills.
Whether  you  are  a
freshman,  a  transfer
student,  or  someone
returning to academics
a f t e r  a  b r e a k ,
understanding  this
exam  can  save  you
t ime ,  s t ress ,  and
tuition  dollars.
In  this  comprehensive
guide, we will walk you
through everything you
need  to  know  about
the  Texas  A&M  Math
Placement Exam: what
i t  c o v e r s ,  h o w  t o
prepare,  how  scores
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are  used,  and  what
happens  if  your  first
attempt doesn’t go as
planned.  By  the  end,
you  will  have  a  clear
a c t i o n  p l a n  t o
approach  this  exam
with  confidence.

WHAT IS THE
TEXAS A&M MATH
PLACEMENT
EXAM?

The  Texas  A&M  Math
Placement  Exam  is  a
c o m p u t e r - b a s e d ,
online  assessment
used  to  determine
which  introductory
mathematics  course  a
student  should  take.
Unlike admissions tests
such  as  the  SAT  or
ACT, this exam focuses
specifically  on
mathematical  skills
that predict success in
courses  ranging  from
col lege  algebra  to
c a l c u l u s .  I t  i s
administered  by  the
D e p a r t m e n t  o f

Mathematics  at  Texas
A&M and is required for
most  students  who
plan to enroll in a math
course.
The  exam is  adaptive
in nature, meaning the
difficulty  of  questions
adjusts based on your
responses.  This  allows
the  test  to  accurately
p i n p o i n t  y o u r
proficiency level across
k e y  a r e a s  o f
mathematics.  The
results  place  you  into
one  of  several  levels,
each corresponding to
a  specific  course
eligibility.  Because
Texas  A&M  offers
multiple  entry  points
for mathematics—from
M A T H  1 4 0
(Mathemat ics  fo r
Business  and  Social
Sciences) to MATH 171
(Ca l cu lus  I )—the
p l a c e m e n t  e x a m
ensures  you  are  not
placed  into  a  course
that is too easy or too
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difficult.

Who
Needs to
Take the
Exam?
Most  incoming  first-
year  and  t rans fer
students  are  required
to take the Texas A&M
Math Placement  Exam
un less  they  have
already earned college
credit for a higher-level
math  course  through
Advanced  Placement
(AP),  International
Baccalaureate  (IB),
dual credit, or transfer
credits  that  satisfy  a
calculus requirement. If
y o u  a r e  u n s u r e
whether  you  need  to
take  the  exam,  check
your  New  Student
Conference checklist or
c o n t a c t  t h e

D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Mathematics.  Even  if
you  have  a  qualifying
SAT or ACT math score,
many  programs  still
recommend or  require
the  placement  exam
for  proper  course
alignment.
Students  in  certain
m a j o r s — s u c h  a s
engineering,  science,
b u s i n e s s ,  a n d
arch i tec ture—must
take the exam to  fulfill
d e g r e e  p l a n
prerequisites.  Even  if
you are in a non-STEM
major,  you  may  still
need to take the exam
t o  s a t i s f y  c o r e
c u r r i c u l u m
requirements. In short,
if you plan to enroll in
any  math  course  at
Texas A&M during your
first  semester,  you
should  expect  to  take
the placement exam.

EXAM FORMAT
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AND CONTENT

The  Texas  A&M  Math
Placement  Exam  is
entirely online and can
be taken from home or
any  location  with  a
re l i ab le  i n te rne t
c o n n e c t i o n .  I t  i s
proctored  remotely
u s i n g  w e b c a m
monitoring  to  ensure
academic integrity. The
e x a m  i s  t i m e d ,
typically  lasting  90
minutes,  but  the total
number  of  questions
varies  because  of  the
adaptive  format.  Most
students  see  between
30 and 40 questions.
The  content  covers
fundamental  areas  of
p r e c a l c u l u s
m a t h e m a t i c s .
Specifically,  the  exam
tests  your  knowledge
in:

Algebraic
operations:
simplifying
expressions,

solving equations
and inequalities,
factoring,
rational
expressions, and
exponents.
Functions:
domain and
range,
composition,
inverse
functions, linear,
quadratic,
polynomial,
rational,
exponential, and
logarithmic
functions.
Trigonometry:
unit circle,
trigonometric
functions and
their properties,
identities, solving
trigonometric
equations, and
applications.
Analytic
geometry: lines,
circles,
parabolas,
ellipses, and



Texas Am Math Placement Exam 5

5

hyperbolas.
Limits and
introductory
calculus
concepts: basic
limits as
preparation for
calculus, though
the exam
focuses mostly
on precalculus.

The  quest ions  are
multiple-choice  and
require careful reading.
The  adaptive  nature
means  that  i f  you
answer  correctly,  the
next  question  will  be
more  challenging;  if
you answer incorrectly,
the system will present
an  easier  question.
This allows the exam to
converge on your true
ability level with fewer
questions.

HOW SCORES ARE
USED: PLACEMENT
LEVELS

Your  performance  on

the  Texas  A&M  Math
Placement Exam yields
a  s c o r e  t h a t
corresponds to  one of
several  placement
levels.  These  levels
determine which math
c o u r s e s  y o u  a r e
eligible  to  enroll  in
during  your  first
semester.  The  highest
placement level (Level
5)  generally  qualifies
you  fo r  MATH  171
(Calculus  I).  Lower
levels start with MATH
140 (College Algebra or
Business  Math)  and
progress through MATH
141  (Mathematics  for
Business  and  Social
Sciences),  MATH  142
(Precalculus),  and
MATH 150 (Precalculus
with Algebra).
H e r e  i s  a  t y p i c a l
b r e a k d o w n  o f
placement levels (note
t h a t  T e x a s  A & M
u p d a t e s  t h e s e
periodically,  so always
verify  with  official
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resources):

Level 1: Eligible1.
for MATH 140
(College Algebra)
or MATH 141
(Business Math)
— basic level.
Level 2: Eligible2.
for MATH 142
(Precalculus for
Business) or
MATH 148
(Precalculus for
Engineering).
Level 3: Eligible3.
for MATH 150
(Precalculus) or
MATH 151
(Calculus I for
Engineering) in
some tracks, but
often requires
additional
assessment.
Level 4: Eligible4.
for MATH 171
(Calculus I) or
MATH 172
(Calculus I for
Engineering),
depending on
major.

Level 5: Eligible5.
for MATH 171
with strong
preparation, or
even higher
calculus courses.

It is important to note
that  placement  levels
do  not  grant  course
c red i t ;  t hey  on l y
authorize  enrollment.
Credit must be earned
by passing the course.
Furthermore,  some
m a j o r s  i m p o s e
a d d i t i o n a l
requirements.  For
example,  the  College
of  Engineering  may
require  a  minimum
placement  level  for
MATH  151  regardless
of your AP scores.

What If
You Don’t
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Reach
Your
Desired

Level?
If your placement score
i s  l ower  than  you
h o p e d ,  y o u  h a v e
options. You can retake
the  Texas  A&M  Math
Placement  Exam.  In
fact,  you  are  allowed
m u l t i p l e
attempts—typically  up
to  two  or  three—but
y o u  m u s t  w a i t  a
prescr ibed  per iod
(often  two  weeks)
between attempts. This
waiting  period  allows
you  to  rev iew  and
strengthen weak areas.
T h e  e x a m  f e e  i s
modest,  so retaking it
is  not  financially
burdensome.
Additionally,  if  you

score into a lower-level
course,  that  is  not  a
s e t b a c k .  M a n y
students  find  that
starting  with  a  solid
f o u n d a t i o n  i n
precalculus helps them
earn  higher  grades
la te r  i n  ca l cu lus .
Alternatively,  you  can
enroll in a co-requisite
support  course  that
provides  additional
tutoring  and  practice
alongside  a  regular
math class. Texas A&M
offers  several  support
programs,  such  as
Math  Learning  Center
w o r k s h o p s  a n d
s u p p l e m e n t a l
instruction.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE TEXAS
A&M MATH
PLACEMENT EXAM

P r e p a r a t i o n  c a n
dramatically  improve
your  placement.  The
exam  covers  material
you  have  likely  seen
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before,  but  if  it  has
been a while since you
took  precalculus  or
trigonometry, review is
essential.  Here  are
actionable  steps  to
prepare  effectively.

Review
Key
Topics
Systemati
cally
Start with foundational
algebra:  solving  linear
a n d  q u a d r a t i c
equations,  factoring
p o l y n o m i a l s ,
simplifying  rational
express ions ,  and
w o r k i n g  w i t h
e x p o n e n t s  a n d
radicals.  Move  on  to
functions:  understand
how to find domain and
r a n g e ,  c o m p o s e

functions,  and  graph
basic  transformations.
Trigonometric concepts
often trip students up,
so spend extra time on
t h e  u n i t  c i r c l e ,
sine/cosine  identities,
a n d  s o l v i n g
t r i g o n o m e t r i c
equat ions.  Onl ine
resources such as Khan
Academy, Paul’s Online
Math  Notes,  and  the
official  Texas  A&M
placement  exam  prep
page  prov ide  f ree
review  material.

Use
Official
Practice
Materials
T h e  T e x a s  A & M
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Mathematics  offers  a
practice  placement
exam  that  simulates



Texas Am Math Placement Exam 9

9

the actual test. Taking
this practice test under
timed conditions helps
y o u  b e c o m e
comfortable  with  the
adaptive interface and
question style.  Review
your incorrect answers
and  identify  patterns.
Focus your studying on
the  topics  where  you
made mistakes.

Consider
a
Structure
d Review
Course
Many  students  benefit
from  a  short  online
course  or  a  textbook
review. If  you find self-
study challenging, look
into  free  or  low-cost
MOOCs (Massive Open
O n l i n e  C o u r s e s )

t a r g e t e d  a t
precalculus.  Coursera,
e d X ,  a n d  o t h e r
p l a t f o r m s  h a v e
modules that align with
the  exam  content.
Alternatively, the math
department  at  Texas
A&M  may  offer  a  free
rev i ew  wo rkshop
during  the  summer
b e f o r e  y o u r  n e w
student conference.

Manage
Test Day
Logistics
Because  the  exam  is
proctored  on l ine ,
ensure  your  computer
m e e t s  t e c h n i c a l
r e q u i r e m e n t s :  a
webcam,  microphone,
stable  internet,  and  a
quiet  room.  You  will
need  to  show a  valid
p h o t o  I D .  A v o i d
distractions  and  set
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a s i d e  t h e  f u l l  9 0
minutes.  Get  a  good
n i g h t ’ s  s l e e p
beforehand and  eat  a
light meal. The exam is
not pass/fail; it is about
accurate placement, so
do not rush. If you are
u n s u r e  a b o u t  a
question,  eliminate
wrong  answers  and
m a k e  y o u r  b e s t
guess—unlike the SAT,
there is no penalty for
guessing.

COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT THE EXAM

S e v e r a l  m y t h s
surround  the  Texas
A&M  Math  Placement
Exam.  Let  us  clarify
them.
Myth  1:  “I  already
took AP Calculus,  so I
don’t need to take the
placement exam.”
Fact: Even if you have
AP credit, many majors
require  the  placement

exam to verify you are
ready  for  the  next
course. Some students
with AP Calculus credit
still  take the exam to
qualify for MATH 171 or
higher.
M y t h  2 :  “ A  l o w
p l a c e m e n t  s c o r e
means  I  am  bad  at
math.”
Fact :  The  exam  is
designed to place you
in a course where you
can  succeed.  A  lower
score  simply  indicates
you need to strengthen
certain  skills.  Many
students who score low
initially  go on to earn
A’s  in  their  first  math
course  after  targeted
review.
Myth 3: “I can skip the
exam if  I  have a high
SAT math score.”
Fact: SAT math scores
are used for admission,
n o t  f o r  m a t h
placement. Even with a
per fec t  SAT  math
score,  you  must  take
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the  placement  exam
u n l e s s  y o u  h a v e
transferable  college
math  credit.

THE ROLE OF THE
EXAM IN YOUR
ACADEMIC
JOURNEY

The  Texas  A&M  Math
Placement  Exam  is
m o r e  t h a n  a
b u r e a u c r a t i c
requirement.  It  serves
as  a  diagnostic  tool
that  helps  you  and
your academic advisor
m a k e  i n f o r m e d
decisions.  Starting  in
the right  math course
i n c r e a s e s  y o u r
likelihood of earning a
good  grade,  which  in
turn builds momentum
for your college career.
Conversely, if you start
in a course that is too
advanced,  you  risk
f rus t ra t i on ,  poor
performance, and even
the  need  to  drop  or
r e t a k e  t h e

course—wasting  time
and  money.
Furthermore, the exam
can open doors. If you
place into calculus, you
can  take  advanced
courses  in  your  major
earlier,  potentially
freeing  up  semesters
f o r  i n t e r n s h i p s ,
research,  or  study
abroad. For students in
STEM  or  bus iness
fields,  finishing
calculus  ear ly  can
unlock  upper-level
electives  and  even
r e d u c e  t i m e  t o
graduation.

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

H o w  l o n g  a r e
placement  exam
scores  valid?
Placement  scores  are
typically  valid  for  one
academic  year.  If  you
do not enroll in a math
course  within  that
time, you may need to
retake the exam.
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Can I take the exam
more than once?
Yes, you can retake the
e x a m  u p  t o  t h r e e
times, with at least 14
d a y s  b e t w e e n
attempts. Your highest
s c o r e  i s  u s e d  f o r
placement.
Is there a fee for the
exam?
There is a modest fee
(around  $20–$30)  for
each  attempt.  Check
the  testing  services
website  for  current
pricing.
Do  I  need  to  take
the exam if  I  am a
transfer  student
with calculus credit?
P o s s i b l y .  I f  y o u r
transfer credit is for a

course  equivalent  to
MATH  171  or  higher,
you  may  be  exempt.
However, if your credit
is  for  precalculus  or
college  algebra,  you
still  need  to  take  the
placement  exam  to
register  for  the  next
course.  Contact  the
math  department  to
verify.
What materials can I
bring to the exam?
Only  a  ca l cu la to r
approved by the exam
guidelines  is  allowed.
For  the  Texas  A&M
Math Placement Exam,
a  basic  scientific
calculator is permitted,
b u t  g r a p h i n g
c a l c u l a t o r s ,
smartphones,


