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VALVOLINE OIL FILTER CROSS REFERENCE GUIDE:
FIND THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOUR ENGINE

When it comes to protecting your engine, few components are as
critical as the oil filter. A clean oil filter ensures that contaminants
are captured before they can circulate through your engine,
reducing wear and extending the life of your vehicle. Among the
many options on the market, Valvoline oil filters have earned a
strong reputation for quality, durability, and performance.
However, finding the exact replacement filter for your car, truck,
or SUV can sometimes be confusing, especially if you are
switching brands or dealing with an older vehicle. That is
precisely where a Valvoline oil filter cross reference guide
becomes an indispensable tool. This guide will walk you through
everything you need to know about cross-referencing Valvoline
oil filters, why it matters, and how to ensure you always select
the right filter for optimal engine protection.

Whether you are a seasoned mechanic or a do-it-yourself
enthusiast, understanding oil filter compatibility across different
brands saves you time, money, and potential engine damage.

With Valvoline’s extensive product line and the availability of
cross-reference data, you can confidently choose a filter that
meets OEM specifications or even exceeds them. In this article,
we will explore the features that make Valvoline filters stand out,
provide a practical cross-reference guide, and answer common
questions about oil filter selection.

WHY CHOOSE VALVOLINE OIL FILTERS?

Valvoline has been a trusted name in automotive lubricants and
filtration for over 150 years. Their oil filters are engineered to
provide superior filtration efficiency, high dirt-holding capacity,
and robust construction. But what exactly makes them a
preferred choice for so many drivers?

High-Quality Filter Media

Valvoline oil filters utilize advanced synthetic blend filter media
that captures particles as small as 20 microns. This high level of
filtration helps prevent abrasive contaminants from damaging
critical engine components such as bearings, pistons, and
cylinder walls. The media is also designed to resist clogging,
allowing for consistent oil flow even under extreme driving
conditions.
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Durability and Leak
Protection

A heavy-duty steel housing and a silicone anti-drain back valve
ensure that the filter remains secure and leak-free throughout its
service life. The silicone valve performs better than traditional
rubber valves, especially in extreme temperatures, preventing oil
from draining out of the filter when the engine is off. This means
your engine gets immediate lubrication at startup, reducing wear.

Thread and Gasket
Precision

Valvoline filters are manufactured to strict tolerances, ensuring
that the threads and gasket match OEM specifications exactly.
This eliminates the risk of improper fitment, oil leaks, or filter
failure. Whether you are working on a domestic sedan or a
foreign SUV, you can count on a precise fit.

UNDERSTANDING OIL FILTER CROSS-REFERENCING

Oil filter cross-referencing is the process of finding an equivalent
filter from one brand that matches the specifications of another
brand's filter. This is especially useful when your preferred brand
is out of stock, when you are looking for a more affordable option,
or when you want to switch to a higher-performing filter. Cross-

referencing relies on key physical and performance
characteristics, including thread size, gasket diameter, bypass
valve setting, anti-drain back valve type, and overall dimensions.

Using a Valvoline oil filter cross reference guide allows you to
take a known filter part number from a competitor—such as
Fram, Mobil 1, Bosch, or Wix—and find the corresponding
Valvoline part number. It also works in reverse: if you know your
Valvoline filter number, you can find compatible filters from other
brands. This flexibility is invaluable when you are on the road or
shopping at a store that carries limited brands.

Why Accurate Cross-
Referencing Matters

Installing the wrong oil filter can lead to serious engine problems.
A filter that does not thread correctly can cause oil leaks. A filter
with an incorrect bypass valve setting may allow unfiltered oil to
circulate during cold starts. An anti-drain back valve that does
not seal properly can result in dry starts, accelerating engine
wear. By using a reliable cross-reference guide, you eliminate
these risks and ensure that the replacement filter performs
exactly as intended.

HOW TO USE THE VALVOLINE OIL FILTER CROSS
REFERENCE GUIDE

Using a cross-reference guide is straightforward if you follow a
few simple steps. Here is a step-by-step approach to finding the
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right Valvoline oil filter for your vehicle:

1. Find your current oil filter part number - Look on the
filter itself or check your vehicle’'s owner manual. Common
brands include Fram, Mobil 1, Bosch, Wix, Purolator, and AC
Delco.

2. Consult a Valvoline cross-reference chart - Many auto
parts stores and online retailers provide searchable
databases. You can also find printed charts at Valvoline
dealers or on their official website.

3. Match the specifications - Beyond part numbers,
confirm thread size, gasket diameter, and overall
dimensions if possible. This is especially important for older
or less common vehicles.

4. Select the correct Valvoline filter - Once you have the
equivalent part number, purchase the filter from a trusted
retailer.

5. Install according to guidelines - Always lubricate the
gasket with fresh oil before installation, tighten the filter to
the recommended torque, and check for leaks after starting
the engine.

COMPREHENSIVE VALVOLINE OIL FILTER CROSS
REFERENCE CHART

Below is a general cross-reference for common Valvoline oil filter
part numbers alongside equivalent filters from other popular
brands. Please note that this chart is for reference only and you
should always verify compatibility with your specific vehicle.

Valvoline to Fram Cross
Reference

e Valvoline VO-203 - Fram PH8172
e Valvoline VO-213 - Fram PH3387A
e Valvoline VO-221 - Fram PH3614
¢ Valvoline VO-105 - Fram PH6607
¢ Valvoline VO-106 - Fram PH7317

Valvoline to Mobil 1 Cross
Reference

e Valvoline VO-106 - Mobil 1 M1-102
e Valvoline VO-203 - Mobil 1 M1-103
e Valvoline VO-213 - Mobil 1 M1-104
e Valvoline VO-221 - Mobil 1 M1-105

Valvoline to Bosch Cross
Reference

¢ Valvoline VO-106 - Bosch 3300
e Valvoline VO-203 - Bosch 3311



¢ Valvoline VO-213 - Bosch 3323
¢ Valvoline VO-221 - Bosch 3330

Valvoline to Wix Cross
Reference

¢ Valvoline VO-106 - Wix 51348
¢ Valvoline VO-203 - Wix 51356
¢ Valvoline VO-213 - Wix 51365
¢ Valvoline VO-221 - Wix 51372

These are just a few examples. Many Valvoline filters have
multiple equivalents across brands. For precise matching, always
use an up-to-date cross-reference database provided by Valvoline
or a reputable auto parts supplier.

KEY FEATURES OF VALVOLINE OIL FILTERS YOU
SHOULD KNOW

Beyond simple cross-referencing, understanding the construction
and features of Valvoline oil filters can help you appreciate why
they are a solid choice for engine protection.

Synthetic Blend Filter

Media

Valvoline uses a proprietary synthetic blend that offers a balance
between high filtration efficiency and low flow restriction. This
means more contaminants are captured without starving the
engine of oil flow, even during high-RPM operation.

Silicone Anti-Drain Back
Valve

Unlike conventional nitrile rubber valves, silicone remains flexible
and effective over a wider temperature range. This ensures that
oil stays in the filter when the engine is off, providing immediate
lubrication during startup—a critical factor for engine longevity.

High-Pressure Bypass Valve

Valvoline filters are engineered with a bypass valve that opens
only when necessary, such as when the filter becomes clogged or
during cold starts with thick oil. This prevents oil starvation while
still protecting the engine from contaminants under normal
conditions.
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Heavy-Duty Steel Housing

The outer shell is made from high-strength steel that resists
deformation and puncture. This is particularly important for
vehicles driven in rough conditions or off-road, where debris can
impact the filter.

TOP COMPATIBLE BRANDS AND MODELS FOR CROSS-
REFERENCING

While Valvoline filters are themselves high-quality, there are
situations where you might want to cross-reference to or from
other trusted brands. Here are some of the most common brands
that share compatibility with Valvoline oil filters:

e Fram - One of the most widely available filter brands.
Many Valvoline filters have direct Fram equivalents.

e Mobil 1 - Known for high-performance synthetic filters.
Mobil 1 and Valvoline share many cross-reference points.

e Bosch - Premium German-engineered filters. Bosch offers
excellent compatibility with Valvoline part numbers.

e Wix - A favorite among mechanics for its robust
construction. Wix filters cross-reference well with Valvoline.

e Purolator - Another well-respected brand with extensive
cross-references.

e AC Delco - Common on General Motors vehicles. Many AC
Delco filters have Valvoline equivalents.

e Hastings - A trusted brand for heavy-duty and agricultural
applications.

When cross-referencing between any of these brands and
Valvoline, always double-check the thread size, gasket diameter,
and overall length. Even a slight difference can cause improper
sealing or clearance issues.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID WHEN CROSS-
REFERENCING OIL FILTERS

Even with a reliable Valvoline oil filter cross reference guide,
mistakes can happen. Here are the most common pitfalls and
how to avoid them:

Relying Solely on Part
Numbers Without Physical
Verification

Part numbers can sometimes change due to manufacturer
updates or regional variations. Always compare the thread size
and gasket diameter physically if possible. A filter that screws on
easily but has a different gasket size can still leak.

Ilgnoring the Bypass Valve



' Even if the threads and gasket match, a filter that is too long may
SEttI ng interfere with other engine components, while one that is too
short may not provide sufficient filtering capacity. Check the
Oil filters have bypass valves that open at different pressures.  gyerall dimensions from the cross-reference guide.
Using a filter with a significantly different bypass setting can

affect oil flow, especially in cold weather or high-mileage engines. N eg | eCtI ng to Lu b r| Cate th e

Valvoline filters are designed to match OEM specifications, but

when cross-referencing, ensure the bypass pressure rating is
similar. GaSKEt

USi ng a F i |ter That IS TOO I:; cI)Sr ?aﬁot?;r:;? ;rrlg;aellli;cion error that can cause the gasket to
Long or Too Short
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