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INTRODUCTION: A CALL FROM
HEAVEN IN THE HEART OF
AFRICA

In the rolling hills of southern Rwanda, a
series of extraordinary events unfolded
between 1981 and 1983 that would
capture the attention of the Catholic
world and deliver a prophetic warning to
humanity. The apparitions of the Blessed
Virgin Mary in the remote village of
Kibeho have become known as Our

Lady of Kibeho, and the messages she
conveyed continue to resonate with
profound spiritual urgency. Unlike many
other approved Marian apparitions, the
Our Lady of Kibeho messages carry a
distinctive tone of warning, repentance,
and hope—set against the backdrop of a
nation that would tragically descend into
genocide just over a decade later. To
understand these messages fully, we
must examine their content, their
context, and their enduring call to
conversion.
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THE KIBEHO APPARITIONS

Beginning on November 28, 1981,
several secondary school students at
Kibeho College in the Diocese of
Gikongoro reported seeing a luminous
figure who identified herself as the
Mother of the Word. The primary
visionary, Alphonsine Mumureke, was
initially met with skepticism and ridicule
from her peers and school authorities.
However, as other students—including
Anathalie Mukamazimpaka and Marie
Claire Mukangango—began experiencing
visions, the events could no longer be
ignored. The apparitions continued over
a period of nearly two years, drawing
thousands of pilgrims to the site long
before the Church officially investigated

the phenonBHE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF

The historical timing of these apparitions
is crucial. Rwanda was then a nation
simmering with ethnic tensions between
Hutu and Tutsi communities, tensions
that were largely unspoken in public
discourse but deeply felt in everyday
life. The Our Lady of Kibeho
messages arrived as a divine
interruption, calling for reconciliation
and repentance before the storm would
break.

CORE MESSAGES OF OUR LADY
OF KIBEHO

2 Our Lady Of Kibeho Messages

2025-10-15



Our Lady Of Kibeho Messages 3

The Call to

Prayer and

Conversion

At the heart of the Our Lady of Kibeho
messages is an insistent call to prayer.
The Virgin Mary reportedly told the
visionaries that prayer was the most
powerful weapon against the evils
threatening humanity and that without
prayer, the world would face dire
consequences. She emphasized the
importance of the Rosary, asking the
visionaries and all who would listen to
pray it daily with devotion and sincerity.

This emphasis on prayer was not a

generic recommendation but a specific
spiritual prescription. Our Lady
reportedly said, "If you do not pray, you
will not be strong enough to overcome
the trials that are coming." The
messages stress that prayer is not
merely a religious duty but a lifeline for
the soul, a shield against the darkness
that would attempt to overwhelm
individuals and nations alike.

The Urgent Call
to Repentance

The theme of repentance runs deep
throughout the Our Lady of Kibeho
messages. The Virgin Mary called for a
radical turning away from sin and a
return to God with a contrite heart. This



message of repentance was directed not
only to the people of Rwanda but to the
entire world. She warned that humanity
had become too attached to material
things, too indifferent to the suffering of
others, and too distant from the saving
grace of God.

What makes this message particularly
poignant is its connection to specific
sins: division, hatred, gossip, and the
failure to love one's neighbor. In a
society where ethnic divisions were
quietly festering, the call to repentance
was also a call to examine the structures
of sin that would eventually lead to
unimaginable violence.

The Vision of the
Genocide: A
Prophetic
Warning

Perhaps the most striking and sobering
element of the Our Lady of Kibeho
messages is the vision of rivers of
blood, mutilated bodies, and widespread
destruction that was shown to some of
the visionaries, particularly Marie Claire
Mukangango. She reportedly saw horrific
scenes of violence, with people killing
each other without mercy, and a river of
blood flowing through the land. The
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visionaries described seeing corpses
abandoned  without  burial, fires
consuming homes, and a deep darkness
covering the nation.

This vision, revealed between 1982 and
1983, was a clear prophetic warning of
the 1994 genocide against the Tutsi.
While the specific ethnic names were not
mentioned in the vision, the imagery
unmistakably pointed to the catastrophe
that would claim approximately 800,000
lives just over a decade later. The Virgin
Mary reportedly wept as she showed
these visions to the young seers,
emphasizing that the tragedy could be
mitigated through prayer, fasting, and
conversion.

The fact that this warning was given
years before the genocide demonstrates
the urgent, loving nature of the Our

Lady of Kibeho messages. It was not
a message of inevitable doom but a call
to avert disaster through spiritual
renewal and mutual love.

Messages of
Hope and
Reconciliation

Despite the sobering warnings, the Our
Lady of Kibeho messages are
ultimately messages of hope. The Virgin
Mary repeatedly told the visionaries that
her heart was full of mercy and that she
was calling her children back to the path
of peace. She promised that those who
heeded her words would find protection,



consolation, and strength.

After the genocide, the messages of
reconciliation have taken on new depth.
The calls to forgive one another, to
recognize the dignity of every human
person, and to rebuild relationships have
become guiding principles for survivors
and for the Church in Rwanda. The
message of hope is that even after the
darkest tragedy, God's mercy is
available to heal and restore.

THE SYMBOLISM OF TEARS IN
THE APPARITIONS

One of the most powerful aspects of the
Our Lady of Kibeho messages is the
phenomenon of weeping. The statue of
Our Lady of Kibeho, which is venerated
at the shrine, has been reported to shed
tears on multiple occasions, and even

some of the visionaries wept profusely
during the apparitions. These tears
symbolize the maternal sorrow of Mary
as she witnesses the suffering that
humanity inflicts upon itself and the
rejection of her Son's message of love.

The tears are not a sign of despair but of
intercessory love. They represent the
depth of God's compassion for a world
that is often lost in violence and division.
In the Our Lady of Kibeho messages,
the tears are a call to conversion—a
reminder that sin causes real pain to the
heart of God and that the only

appropriate response is sincere
repentance.

ECCLESIASTICAL RECOGNITION
AND APPROVAL

After years of meticulous investigation,
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the Catholic Church officially approved
the apparitions of Kibeho on June 29,
2001, when the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, with the approval
of Pope John Paul Il, declared the events
worthy of belief. Bishop Augustin Misago
of Gikongoro made the formal
declaration, confirming that the Our
Lady of Kibeho messages contained
nothing contrary to faith or morals and
that the faithful could safely embrace
the spiritual teachings conveyed through
the apparitions.

The approval was significant because
Kibeho is the only officially recognized
Marian apparition on the African
continent. This recognition affirms that
the divine message is not confined to
Europe or the Americas but speaks to
the whole world through the unique

voice of the African Church.

The Church's approval does not compel
belief in the apparitions but permits
devotion and encourages the faithful to
draw spiritual fruit from the messages.
The Our Lady of Kibeho messages
are considered private revelation,
meaning they do not add to the deposit
of faith but rather call attention to the
Gospel message in a particular time and
place.

THE CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE
OF THE MESSAGES

A Warning




Against Division
and Hatred

In a world still plagued by ethnic conflict,
political polarization, and social
fragmentation, the Our Lady of Kibeho
messages speak directly to the sin of
division. The call to see every person as
a brother or sister, regardless of ethnic
background, social status, or political
affiliation, is a message that the modern
world desperately needs to hear. The
warning from Kibeho is that hatred and
division, left unchecked, can escalate
into unspeakable violence.

A Call to
Authentic
Spirituality

The messages also challenge the
superficiality of much contemporary
religiosity. Our Lady's call to prayer,
fasting, and conversion is a call to
authentic, lived faith—not a comfortable
cultural Christianity but a faith that
demands transformation of heart and
action. In an age of distraction and
spiritual complacency, the Our Lady of
Kibeho messages invite believers to
return to the basics of the Gospel with
renewed fervor.
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The Role of
Suffering and
Redemption

The post-genocide context of Kibeho
gives the messages a unique
perspective on suffering. The survivors
of the genocide have had to grapple with
the question of evil and the possibility of
forgiveness on a scale that most people
will never know. The messages of Our
Lady of Kibeho offer a framework for
understanding suffering as something
that can be united with the cross of
Christ and transformed into an
instrument of grace.

The shrine at Kibeho has become a place
of pilgrimage not only for Rwandans but
for people from around the world who
seek healing from trauma, division, and
grief. The Our Lady of Kibeho
messages remind visitors that no
wound is beyond the reach of God's
mercy and that reconciliation is always
possible when we open our hearts to
grace.

THE SEVEN SORROWS ROSARY
AND THE CONNECTION TO THE
MESSAGES

A distinctive devotion associated with
the Our Lady of Kibeho messages is
the Rosary of the Seven Sorrows. The
Virgin Mary specifically asked the
visionaries to pray this rosary, which
meditates on the seven key sorrows of



her life: the prophecy of Simeon, the
flight into Egypt, the loss of Jesus in the
Temple, the meeting with Jesus on the
way to Calvary, the crucifixion, the
taking down from the cross, and the
burial of Jesus.

This devotion emphasizes that Mary is
not a distant, untroubled figure but a
mother who has known deep suffering
and who stands in solidarity with all who
suffer. The Seven Sorrows Rosary has
spread far beyond Rwanda and is now
prayed by Catholics around the world as
a way of meditating on the mystery of
redemptive suffering.

CONCLUSION: A MESSAGE THAT
CONTINUES TO SPEAK

The Our Lady of Kibeho messages
remain a powerful spiritual beacon more

10

than four decades after the first
apparition. What began as a series of
visions to schoolgirls in a remote
Rwandan village has become a globally
recognized call to prayer, repentance,
and reconciliation. The messages are a
reminder that God does not abandon
humanity to its destructive tendencies
but sends messengers of mercy to warn,
guide, and comfort.

For those who take the time to study the
Our Lady of Kibeho messages, the
central takeaway is clear: conversion of
heart is not optional but essential. The
world stands in need of prayer, the
wounds of division require the balm of
forgiveness, and the future depends on
our willingness to listen to the maternal
voice that calls us back to the path of
peace. In a world still marked by conflict,
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indifference, and spiritual thirst, the
words spoken at Kibeho continue to echo
with prophetic urgency, inviting all
people of good will to turn toward the
light of Christ before the darkness
deepens.

The legacy of Our Lady of Kibeho is not
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merely a historical event but a living
invitation. Whether one approaches the
messages with faith, curiosity, or
skepticism, the story of Kibeho
challenges every reader to consider the
power of prayer, the cost of division, and
the unrelenting mercy of a God who
never stops calling His children home.



