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MASTERING THE
AUDIE MURPHY
BOARD STUDY
GUIDE: YOUR PATH
TO PROMOTION

Preparing for a military
promotion  board  is  a
demanding  process
that requires discipline,
focus ,  and  a  deep
understanding  of  your
service’s  heritage.
A m o n g  t h e  m o s t
respected  figures  in
U.S.  Army  history,
Audie  Murphy  stands
as a model of courage,
h u m i l i t y ,  a n d
leadership. For soldiers
seeking  to  excel  at  a
board appearance, the

Audie Murphy Board
Study  Guide  is  an
essential resource. This
guide helps candidates
connect  Murphy’s
l e g e n d a r y
achievements with the
core  values  of  the
A r m y ,  w h i l e  a l s o
preparing them for the
kinds of situational and
leadership  questions
that boards commonly
ask.
In  this  article,  we will
explore how to use the
Audie  Murphy  Board
S t u d y  G u i d e
effectively,  what  key
top ics  you  shou ld
m a s t e r ,  a n d  h o w
Murphy’s life story can
inform  your  answers
and  demonstrate  your
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commitment  to  the
Army’s  standards.
Whether  you  are  a
n o n - c o m m i s s i o n e d
officer  or  an  officer
candidate,  integrating
Murphy’s  legacy  into
your board preparation
will set you apart.

Who Was
Audie
Murphy?
A Legacy
Worth
Studying
Audie Murphy was the
m o s t  d e c o r a t e d
Amer ican  combat
soldier of World War II.
He  received  every
major  military  award
for valor available from
t h e  U . S .  A r m y ,

including the Medal of
Honor ,  a long  wi th
several  French  and
Belgian  honors.  Born
into  poverty  in  Texas,
Murphy  rose  from  a
troubled  childhood  to
become  a  symbol  of
American  resilience.
H i s  a c t i o n s  i n
battle—such as single-
handedly holding off an
e n t i r e  G e r m a n
company and calling in
artillery fire on his own
position—are  the  stuff
of  legend.
But  Murphy’s  legacy
extends  beyond  his
wartime  heroics.  After
the war, he became a
successful  actor  and
advocate for veterans’
mental  health,  openly
struggling  with  PTSD
l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e
condition  was  widely
understood.  His  story
teaches  lessons  about
overcoming  adversity,
remaining  humble  in
the face of fame, and
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serving  others—all
q u a l i t i e s  t h a t
promotion boards look
for in a leader.
The  Audie  Murphy
Board  Study  Guide
distills  these  lessons
into  actionable  study
p o i n t s .  B y
understanding  who
Murphy was,  you gain
a  f r a m e w o r k  f o r
a n s w e r i n g  b o a r d
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t
leadership,  integrity,
and  duty.

Why Use
a Study
Guide
Focused
on Audie

Murphy?
M a n y  b o a r d
preparation  materials
are  generic,  covering
Army  regulations,  drill
and  ceremony,  and
general  knowledge.
W h i l e  t h o s e  a r e
important, a board can
also ask questions that
t e s t  y o u r
unders tand ing  o f
service history and role
models.  The  Audie
Murphy Board Study
Guide  specifically
targets  these  areas.
Board  members  often
ask:

“Who is Audie
Murphy, and why
is he important
to the Army?”
“How can you
apply Audie
Murphy’s
leadership
principles to your
daily duties?”
“What does the
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Audie Murphy
Award
represent?”

I f  you  can  answer
these  questions  with
depth  and  sincerity,
you  demonstrate  that
you  have  internalized
the  Army’s  values
r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t
memorized  facts.  The
study guide helps you
connect  Murphy’s
experiences to modern
mil i tary  contexts,
making  your  answers
more compelling.

Core
Compone
nts of an
Effective
Audie

Murphy
Board
Study
Guide
A  wel l - s t ructured
Audie Murphy Board
Study  Guide  should
cover  severa l  key
areas.  Below  are  the
essential  components
you should look for—or
create  yourself—when
preparing.

1. BIOGRAPHICAL
FOUNDATION

You need to know the
m a j o r  e v e n t s  o f
Murphy’s  l i fe :  h is
enlistment,  his  early
r e j e c t i o n  b y  t h e
M a r i n e s  a n d
parat roopers ,  h is
service  in  the  15th
Infantry  Regiment,  his
actions near Holtzwihr,
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France ,  where  he
earned  the  Medal  of
Honor, and his postwar
career .  Memor ize
da tes ,  un i t s ,  and
locations. However, do
not simply recite facts.
Be prepared to explain
why  his  background
( p o v e r t y ,
determination)  shaped
his character.

2. MEDAL OF
HONOR CITATION

Understand the specific
language of  his  Medal
of  Honor  citation.  It
d e t a i l s  h o w  h e
mounted  a  burning
tank  destroyer,  used
its machine gun to kill
dozens  of  Germans,
a n d  t h e n  l e d  a
counterattack  despite
being  wounded.  This
citation  is  a  goldmine
for  discussing courage
under  fire  and  selfless
service.

3. LEADERSHIP
ATTRIBUTES
DEMONSTRATED BY
MURPHY

Study  guide  sections
o f ten  b reak  down
Murphy’s  leadership
into  attributes:

Courage: Moral
and physical
courage to do
what is right,
even at personal
cost.
Resilience:
Overcoming
childhood
hardship and
later wartime
trauma.
Humility: He
rarely spoke of
his own heroism
and initially
refused a Medal
of Honor parade.
Adaptability:
He started as an
enlisted soldier
and rose to
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officer rank
(though he never
attended OCS).

Board  members  want
to  see  that  you  can
take  these  abstract
qualities  and  apply
them  to  your  own
role—whether  as  a
team  leader,  squad
leader,  or  staff  officer.

4. THE AUDIE
MURPHY AWARD

Some units present the
Audie  Murphy  Award
f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g
leade r sh ip  o r  f o r
soldiers who overcome
significant  personal
challenges. Know what
this award signifies and
h o w  i t  i s  e a r n e d .
Mentioning  the  award
in your board interview
can reinforce that you
value  the  same  traits
Murphy embodied.

5. MODERN
RELEVANCE

T h e  b e s t  A u d i e
Murphy Board Study
Guide  wi l l  l ink  his
1940s  experiences  to
today’s  Army.  For
example,  Murphy’s
fight  with  PTSD  is
relevant  to  current
efforts  to  reduce  the
stigma  around  mental
hea l th .  H i s  qu i ck
battlefield  decisions
re la te  to  m iss ion
command.  Use  these
connections  to  show
that you think critically
about heritage.

How to
Study
Using the
Audie
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Murphy
Board
Study

Guide
Creating  a  structured
s t u d y  p l a n  w i l l
m a x i m i z e  y o u r
retention.  Here  is  a
step-by-step  approach
that  incorporates  the
study guide effectively.

STEP 1: READ THE
GUIDE THOROUGHLY

Start  by  reading  the
ent i re  gu ide  once
w i thou t  t r y ing  to
memorize.  Understand
the  narrative.  Many
guides include timeline
charts, quotes, and key
terms.  Highlight  parts
that resonate with you
personally—you  will
remember  those  best.

STEP 2: WRITE
FLASHCARDS FOR
KEY FACTS

Create  flashcards  for
dates,  awards,  and
events.  Use  apps  like
Anki or physical cards.
Include questions  like:
“ W h a t  w a s  A u d i e
Murphy’s rank when he
earned  the  Medal  of
Hono r ? ”  ( Second
Lieutenant)  or  “How
many total awards did
he receive?” (33 total,
i n c l u d i n g  5  f r o m
F r a n c e ) .  S p a c e d
repetition  will  lock
these  in.

STEP 3: PRACTICE
RELATING HIS
STORY TO
LEADERSHIP
PRINCIPLES

For  each  attribute,
write a short anecdote
from Murphy’s life and
then  a  parallel  from
y o u r  o w n  A r m y
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e x p e r i e n c e .  F o r
example,  if  you  talk
about  res i l i ence ,
mention  how  Murphy
hid his PTSD and later
b e c a m e  a n
a d v o c a t e — t h e n
describe  a  time  you
faced  a  setback  and
bounced back.

STEP 4: CONDUCT
MOCK BOARDS
WITH A PEER

Find a battle buddy or
N C O  t o  a s k  y o u
questions  from  the
study  guide.  Practice
answering  in  a  calm,
professional  manner.
When  asked  about
Murphy, do not just list
facts.  Use  the  SAR
(Situation,  Action,
Result)  format.  For
i ns tance :  “ I n  the
s i t u a t i o n  n e a r
Holtzwihr,  Murphy’s
u n i t  w a s  n e a r l y
destroyed.  He  took
action  by  mounting  a

burning tank destroyer.
The result was that he
stopped  a  German
assault  and  saved  his
c o m p a n y . ”  T h e n
connect it to yourself.

STEP 5: READ
BEYOND THE GUIDE

The best candidates go
above  the  minimum.
Read  Audie  Murphy’s
autobiography  To  Hell
and Back or watch the
film of the same name.
This  gives  you unique
insights  that  other
candidates  may  lack.
W h e n  y o u  q u o t e
something  from  the
book,  board  members
w i l l  n o t i c e  y o u r
dedication.

Sample
Board
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Questions
and How
to Answer
Using the
Study

Guide
Below are typical board
questions  that  the
Audie Murphy Board
Study Guide prepares
you  for,  along  with
s a m p l e  a n s w e r
frameworks.

QUESTION 1: “TELL
ME ABOUT AUDIE
MURPHY AND WHY
HE IS IMPORTANT.”
Answer Outline:

Introduce1.
Murphy as the
most decorated

WWII soldier.
Briefly describe2.
his Medal of
Honor action.
Explain his3.
importance: he
represents the
ordinary soldier
achieving
extraordinary
things through
courage and
determination.
Mention his4.
postwar
advocacy for
veterans.
Conclude: “He is5.
a role model for
all soldiers
because he lived
the Army values
under extreme
pressure.”

QUESTION 2:
“WHAT LEADERSHIP
TRAIT DID AUDIE
MURPHY EXHIBIT
THAT YOU TRY TO
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EMULATE?”
Answer Outline:

Choose one trait,
such as humility.
Give an example:
Murphy refused
to talk about his
medals and
never bragged.
State how you
emulate it: “In
my squad, I
ensure that
credit for success
goes to my
soldiers. I do not
seek personal
recognition. This
builds trust.”

QUESTION 3: “HOW
DOES AUDIE
MURPHY’S STORY
RELATE TO THE
MODERN ARMY’S
FOCUS ON MENTAL
HEALTH?”
Answer Outline:

Acknowledge

Murphy’s well-
documented
PTSD.
Note that he
wrote letters
seeking help.
Relate to current
programs like the
Army’s “Ask,
Care, Escort”
suicide
prevention.
State personal
commitment: “I
regularly check
on my soldiers’
mental well-
being and
encourage them
to seek help
without stigma.”

Common
Mistakes
to Avoid
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When
Using the
Audie
Murphy
Board
Study

Guide
Even  w i th  a  so l i d
g u i d e ,  s o l d i e r s
s o m e t i m e s  m a k e
errors  that  hurt  their
board performance. Be
aware of these pitfalls.

Memorizing
without
understanding:
Reciting dates
and locations
mechanically
makes you sound
like a robot.
Always connect

facts to meaning.
Ignoring the
lessons: The
study guide is
not just a history
lesson. It is about
leadership. If you
cannot apply
Murphy’s lessons
to your job, you
miss the point.
Being too
generic: Avoid
saying “Audie
Murphy was
brave.” Instead,
describe why his
bravery was
exceptional: he
was wounded,
outnumbered,
and still acted.
Failing to
practice aloud:
Board interviews
are verbal. Silent
studying is not
enough. Speak
your answers out
loud to build
confidence.
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Conclusio
n: Let
Audie
Murphy
Guide
Your
Board
Success
The  Audie  Murphy
Board Study Guide is
f a r  m o r e  t h a n  a
collection  of  historical
trivia.  It  is  a  tool  for
internalizing  the  very
qualities  that  make  a
great  so ld ie r  and
leader .  Murphy ’ s
life—from Texas cotton
fields to the battlefields
of Europe to the silver
screen—offers  timeless

lessons  in  courage,
humility,  resilience,
a n d  s e r v i c e .  B y
studying  his  story
deeply,  you  prepare
yourself  not  just  to
a n s w e r  b o a r d
ques t ions ,  bu t  to
embody  the  Army
values  that  boards
seek.
Approach  your  study
w i t h  t h e  s a m e
determination  that
Murphy  showed  when
he refused to give up,
even  when  the  odds
were  impossible.  Use
the  guide  to  build  a
f o u n d a t i o n  o f
knowledge,  then  layer
o n  y o u r  o w n
e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d
reflections.  When  you
sit  before  that  board,
you  wil l  not  simply
recite  facts—you  will
s p e a k  w i t h  t h e
authority  of  someone
who understands what
it truly means to lead.
That is the power of a
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focused,  thoughtful
preparation  centered

on  America’s  most
decorated  hero.


