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BEYOND LASAGNA: EXPLORING THE DEPTH OF GARFIELD HIS NINE LIVES

For decades, the name Garfield has been synonymous with lasagna, Monday-hating, and a profound,
almost philosophical laziness. Created by Jim Davis, this orange, striped tabby cat has become a
cultural mainstay, his comic strip syndicated in thousands of newspapers worldwide. Yet, beneath
the surface of witty one-liners and slapstick humor lies a surprisingly deep and often overlooked
piece of Garfield lore: the concept of his nine lives. The special book and animated television special,
Garfield His Nine Lives,  offers  fans  a  rare  glimpse into  the feline's  past,  origin,  and the various
incarnations he might have lived. This article delves into the rich tapestry of that work, exploring its
themes, characters, and the unique way it expanded the Garfield universe beyond the daily comic
strip.

The Origins of a Feline Icon: More Than a
Comic Strip
To  appreciate  Garfield  His  Nine  Lives,  one  must  first  understand  the  enduring  appeal  of  the
character. Jim Davis introduced Garfield in 1978, and the cat quickly rose to fame for his relatable
indolence and cynical  worldview. However,  as the character grew, Davis sought to explore his
backstory in a way that was both entertaining and meaningful. The result was a book, also titled
Garfield: His Nine Lives, published in 1984, which was later adapted into a 1988 animated television
special. This project was a departure from the standard comic strip format, presenting nine distinct
short  stories,  each  representing  one  of  Garfield's  lives.  The  premise  allowed  Davis  to  experiment
with different genres, historical periods, and artistic styles, creating a rich anthology that answered
the question: what was Garfield before he became the pampered pet of Jon Arbuckle?
The special and the book are not simply a collection of random tales. They are carefully crafted
narratives  that  maintain  the  core  essence  of  Garfield—his  appetite,  his  stubbornness,  and  his
strange  charm—while  placing  him  in  wildly  different  contexts.  From  ancient  Egypt  to  the
Renaissance, and from a prehistoric swamp to a space-age future, each life offers a new perspective
on the character's immutable personality. This approach not only satisfied long-time fans' curiosity
but  also  introduced  new  layers  of  humor  and  poignancy.  The  keyword  Garfield  His  Nine  Lives
encapsulates this wonderful contradiction: a creature of habit who has, paradoxically, lived many
different lives.

A Journey Through Nine Lives: The Book
and the Special
Both the book and the animated special present the lives in a sequential order, though the special
streamlined and adapted the stories for television. The narratives include Garfield His Nine Lives
stories  like "The Pharaoh's  Cat,"  where Garfield is  a  revered deity  in  ancient  Egypt,  living a life  of
luxury and worship. Then there is "The Emperor's Cat," set in ancient China, where Garfield uses his
wits to outsmart a royal chef. Each story is a self-contained vignette, yet they all contribute to a
larger picture of a cat who is, in every era, an agent of comfortable chaos. The format allowed Jim
Davis to collaborate with other writers and artists, giving each "life" a unique visual tone. For the
animated special,  different  animation  studios  contributed  segments,  resulting  in  a  visually  diverse
experience that remains a testament to the creativity of 1980s animation.
Perhaps the most emotionally resonant tales are those that deal with loss and change. One of the
lives,  "The  Private  Life  of  a  Cat,"  focuses  on  Garfield  as  a  stray  in  a  junkyard,  where  he  forms  a
tentative friendship with a sweet kitten. This story, while still humorous, carries a bittersweet weight
that  is  rare  for  the  Garfield  franchise.  Another  notable  life  is  "The  Garden,"  a  silent,  almost
philosophical piece where Garfield contemplates a single sunflower. These stories demonstrate that
Garfield  His  Nine  Lives  is  not  just  a  novelty  but  a  sincere  attempt  to  add  depth  to  a  beloved
character. The final life in the special, "The Legend of the Lake," serves as a beautiful, poetic coda,
tying the cycle of lives together with a sense of peace and fulfillment.

Exploring Each Life: Themes and Morals
Let us break down the thematic structure of the nine lives as presented in the classic works. Each
life explores a different facet of existence from Garfield's perspective. For example, in "The First and
Last of the Dinosaurs," Garfield is a small, feisty mammal in the age of dinosaurs, using his wits to
survive. This life highlights the theme of resilience and adaptability. In "The Pharaoh's Cat," the
theme is hubris and the fleeting nature of power, as Garfield's divine status eventually fades. "The
Emperor's Cat" deals with diplomacy and the value of cleverness over brute strength. The life titled
"The Bounty Hunter" is a wild west parody, exploring themes of identity and disguise.
One of the most famous segments is "The Love of a Cat," which is a poignant tale about a lonely

inventor  and a stray cat  (Garfield)  that  brings joy into his  life.  This  story,  set  in  a dreary city,  is  a
powerful reminder of the emotional connection between humans and animals. It is a masterclass in
storytelling,  using  minimal  dialogue  and  expressive  animation  to  convey  deep  affection.  Similarly,
"The Life of the Party" is a jazzy, no-dialogue segment set in a 1920s speakeasy, focusing on
Garfield's  love  for  food  and  rhythm.  The  variety  of  themes—love,  loss,  humor,  survival,  and
fantasy—ensures that Garfield His Nine Lives appeals to a wide audience, from children enjoying
the slapstick to adults appreciating the deeper narratives.

The Artistic Evolution: A Feast for the Eyes
One  cannot  discuss  Garfield  His  Nine  Lives  without  acknowledging  its  artistic  ambition.  In  the
1988 animated special, each life was animated by a different studio, resulting in a kaleidoscope of
visual styles. The Egyptian segment features vivid hieroglyphics and golden palettes, while the
prehistoric  story  uses  rough,  earthy  textures.  The  silent  "Garden"  segment  is  painted  in  soft
watercolor tones, evoking a gentle melancholy. This artistic diversity was groundbreaking for a
television special at the time and remains one of its most celebrated features. For fans, the visual
variety makes the special endlessly rewatchable. It also reinforces the theme that Garfield, despite
his static personality, can exist in any artistic universe. The book, too, was a showcase for different
illustrators, with Jim Davis collaborating with talented artists to bring each life to vibrant life. The
legacy of this project is that it proved a franchise character could be reinterpreted respectfully and
beautifully.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
Though Garfield His Nine Lives is often mentioned as a cult classic among Garfield enthusiasts, its
impact on the broader franchise is significant. It demonstrated that the character could handle more
sophisticated storytelling, paving the way for later, more narrative-driven Garfield projects, such as
the  direct-to-video  movies  and  even  the  2004  live-action/CGI  hybrid  film.  The  concept  of  the  nine
lives has since been referenced in the comic strip and other media, becoming an integral part of the
lore. For many fans growing up in the 1980s and 1990s, this special  was their first introduction to
the  idea  that  Garfield  had  a  history  beyond  Jon's  house.  It  added  a  mythic  quality  to  a  character
known for his mundane, everyday complaints. The special's emotional range also helped humanize
Garfield, making him more than just a punchline. It is a testament to the creative team's willingness
to take risks and explore deeper themes within a familiar framework.
Moreover, the special has found new life in the digital age. Streaming services and online archives
have introduced Garfield His Nine Lives to a new generation of viewers. Fans frequently cite it as
one of  the best  pieces  of  Garfield  media,  praised for  its  artistic  courage and heartfelt  storytelling.
The book remains a collector's item, sought after by those who appreciate the crossover between
comic art and classic storytelling. The enduring popularity of this work underscores a key principle of
successful franchises: the willingness to evolve and expand while staying true to the core character.
Garfield may be lazy, but his creators were certainly not when crafting this anthology.

Why "Garfield: His Nine Lives" Still
Resonates
In an era of franchise reboots and endless sequels, Garfield His Nine Lives stands out because it is
an original concept that was never intended to launch a series of similar anthologies. It is a singular,
creative burst. Its resonance today lies in its sincerity. The special does not shy away from quiet
moments, from the sadness of a life ending, or the joy of a simple sunflower. It treats a cartoon cat
with the same emotional weight that serious literature might give a protagonist. This quality makes
it  timeless.  Adults  who  revisit  the  special  often  find  themselves  moved  by  stories  they  remember
from childhood, discovering new layers of meaning. For children, the colorful and varied animation is
a delightful entry point into more complex storytelling. The anthology format also means that there
is  something  for  everyone:  comedy,  adventure,  history,  and  romance.  The  keyword  Garfield  His
Nine Lives has become a touchstone for quality within the fandom, a reminder that a simple comic
strip cat can be the vessel for profound artistic expression.

Conclusion
Garfield  His  Nine  Lives  is  far  more  than  a  curiosity  in  the  Garfield  mythos.  It  is  a  beautifully
crafted  anthology  that  elevates  the  character  from a  comic  strip  icon  to  a  figure  of  narrative  and
artistic  significance.  By  exploring  nine  distinct  lives,  Jim  Davis  and  his  collaborators  gave  fans  a
richer  understanding  of  Garfield's  soul—a soul  that  loves  lasagna,  hates  Mondays,  but  also  knows
the value of a good story. Whether you are a lifelong devotee or a newcomer curious about the
orange  cat's  past,  diving  into  Garfield  His  Nine  Lives  is  a  rewarding  experience.  It  proves  that
some characters are indeed lucky to have nine lives, because it gives them nine chances to make us
laugh, think, and feel.
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