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THE GREAT GATSBY PLOT
SUMMARY: A JOURNEY THROUGH
THE JAZZ AGE

F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby
remains  one  of  the  most  celebrated
American  novels  of  the  twentieth
century. Published in 1925, this timeless
story captures the glittering excesses of
the Roaring Twenties while exposing the
fragile  dreams  that  lie  beneath  the
surface. For anyone seeking a thorough

The Great Gatsby plot summary, this
article  offers  a  detailed  exploration  of
the  narrative  arc,  key  characters,  and
the  novel's  enduring  themes.  Whether
you are a student preparing for an exam
or a curious reader revisiting this classic,
understanding  the  plot  is  essential  to
appreciating  Fitzgerald's  masterful
critique  of  the  American  Dream.
The novel is narrated by Nick Carraway,
a  young  bond  salesman  from  the
Midwest who moves to West Egg, Long
Island, in the summer of 1922. Through
Nick's eyes, we witness a world of lavish
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parties,  secret  affairs,  and  tragic
misunderstandings. At the heart of the
story  is  Jay  Gatsby,  a  mysterious
millionaire  whose  obsessive  love  for
Daisy  Buchanan  drives  him  toward  a
destiny  he  cannot  control.  This  The
Great Gatsby plot summary will walk
you  through  each  major  development,
from  the  first  champagne-soaked
gathering  to  the  devastating  final
chapters.

Setting the
Scene: West Egg

and East Egg
Before  diving  into  the  The  Great
Gatsby  plot  summary,  it  helps  to
understand the geography that shapes
the story. West Egg is home to the newly
rich,  including  Gatsby  himself,  who
flaunt  their  wealth  in  sprawling
mansions. Across the bay lies East Egg,
where  old  money  families  like  the
Buchanans  reside.  Between  these  two
worlds stretches the Valley of Ashes, a
desolate  industrial  wasteland  watched
over by the eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg
on a fading billboard. This setting is not
merely background but an active force
that influences every character's choices
and fates.
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PART ONE: NICK CARRAWAY
ARRIVES IN THE EAST

Nick Carraway begins his narrative with
advice from his father: reserve judgment
about others.  This principle shapes his
storytelling.  He rents a small  house in
West  Egg,  next  door  to  Gatsby's
enormous Gothic mansion. Nick is well-
connected yet  modest,  and he quickly
reconnects with his distant cousin, Daisy
Buchanan, who lives across the bay in
East  Egg  with  her  wealthy  husband,
Tom.
Tom  Buchanan  is  a  former  college
athlete  with  a  cruel  streak  and  a
mistress named Myrtle Wilson, whom he
keeps in an apartment in New York City.
When  Nick  visits  the  Buchanans,  he
meets  Daisy  and  their  friend  Jordan

Baker, a professional golfer with a cool,
detached demeanor. Daisy speaks in a
hushed,  melodic  voice  that  suggests
both charm and sadness. During this first
dinner, Tom receives a phone call from
Myrtle,  causing  tension.  Daisy's
dissatisfaction  with  her  marriage
becomes evident,  even as she tries to
maintain a polished surface.
Later,  Tom insists  Nick  join  him on  a
train to New York, where they stop in the
Valley of Ashes to pick up Myrtle. She is
m a r r i e d  t o  G e o r g e  W i l s o n ,  a
downtrodden  garage  owner  who
suspects  nothing.  In  Tom's  New  York
apartment,  a  wild  party  erupts.  Myrtle
grows drunk and arrogant, taunting Tom
about Daisy. Tom responds by breaking
her nose, revealing the violence lurking
beneath  his  social  polish.  This  early
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scene establishes the moral decay that
permeates the world Nick is entering.

PART TWO: THE ENIGMA OF JAY
GATSBY

Gatsby  himself  remains  a  shadowy
figure  for  the  first  several  chapters  of
this The Great Gatsby plot summary.
Nick glimpses him standing on his lawn,
reaching toward a green light at the end
of Daisy's dock. Rumors swirl: some say
Gatsby is a bootlegger, others claim he
killed  a  man  or  was  a  German  spy.
Gatsby throws extravagant parties every
weekend,  filling  his  mansion  with
strangers who drink his champagne and
dance in his gardens, yet no one seems
to know the man behind the spectacle.
Nick receives a formal invitation to one
of Gatsby's parties, a rare honor. When

he arrives,  he notices the opulence:  a
marble  swimming  pool,  an  orchestra,
endless  trays  of  hors  d'oeuvres.  He
meets Jordan Baker and they search for
their host. Eventually, Nick encounters a
man who recognizes him from the war.
This  friendly,  handsome stranger  turns
out  to  be  Gatsby  himself.  He  has  a
captivating smile and calls everyone "old
sport." Gatsby seems younger than his
guests, with an almost boyish intensity.
Gatsby takes an immediate interest  in
Nick, asking him to arrange a meeting
with Daisy. Jordan reveals the backstory:
Gatsby and Daisy were in love five years
earlier,  before Gatsby left  for  the war.
Daisy  married  Tom  while  Gatsby  was
away, but he has spent his entire fortune
trying to win her back. The green light is
a symbol of his hope to recapture the
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past. This revelation transforms Gatsby
from  a  mysterious  party  host  into  a
romantic  figure  driven  by  an  impossible
dream.

The Reunion: Tea
at Nick's Cottage
With  Nick's  help,  Gatsby  and  Daisy
reunite on a rainy afternoon. Gatsby is
initially nervous, knocking over a clock
and  disappearing  into  the  rain.  Daisy
arrives in a white dress, her voice full of
emotion.  The  initial  awkwardness
dissolves,  and  soon  they  are  alone
together.  When  Nick  returns,  he  finds
them  radiant  with  joy.  Gatsby  shows
Daisy  his  house,  his  wardrobe  of
imported shirts, and lets her touch the

silk and linen. She buries her face in the
shirts  and sobs,  not  because they are
beautiful, but because she realizes what
she has missed.
Their  affair  begins  almost  immediately.
Gatsby  stops  throwing  parties  and  fires
his  staff  to  maintain  discretion.  He  and
Daisy spend time together while Tom is
distracted by Myrtle. Gatsby wants Daisy
to tell Tom she never loved him, to erase
the  past  five  years  and  return  to  the
moment  they  first  met.  Daisy  seems
willing, though she hesitates. The dream
is so close Gatsby can taste it, but the
foundation is fragile.

PART THREE: THE
CONFRONTATION

The climax of this The Great Gatsby
plot summary  occurs on a sweltering



6

6 The Great Gatsby Plot Summary 2026-02-25

summer  day  when  a l l  the  ma in
characters gather at the Plaza Hotel in
New York. Tom has discovered the affair
and confronts Gatsby directly. The scene
is  tense  and  theatrical,  with  Daisy
caught  between  the  two  men.  Tom
dismant les  Gatsby 's  care fu l ly
constructed  identity,  revealing  that  he
made  his  fortune  through  organized
crime  and  bootlegging  with  Meyer
Wolfsheim,  a  shady  gambler  who  fixed
the  1919  World  Series.
Gatsby insists that Daisy loves him and
not  Tom.  Daisy  becomes  hysterical,
caught  between  Gatsby's  romantic
idealism and Tom's brutal  pragmatism.
She admits she loved Gatsby once but
qualifies  it  with  emotion  that  she  also
loved Tom. The fight escalates, and Tom
sends Daisy home with Gatsby to prove

that Gatsby cannot protect her. Tom tells
Gatsby to drive Daisy back to East Egg,
confident that his rival has already lost.
On the drive back, Daisy is at the wheel
of Gatsby's yellow car. She loses control
and strikes Myrtle Wilson, who had run
into  the  street  after  a  fight  with  her
husband.  Myrtle  dies  instantly.  Gatsby
considers  taking  the  blame  to  protect
Daisy.  He  waits  outside  her  house  all
night to ensure she is safe, but she and
Tom have already reconciled. The dream
crumbles.

PART FOUR: TRAGEDY AND
AFTERMATH

George  Wilson,  Myrtle's  husband,  is
consumed  by  grief.  He  believes  the
driver  of  the  yellow  car  was  Myrtle's
lover,  and  he  sets  out  to  find  revenge.
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Tom,  eager  to  deflect  suspicion,  tells
Wilson  that  the  yellow car  belongs  to
Gatsby and gives him Gatsby's address.
Wilson  finds  Gatsby  floating  in  his  pool,
shoots him, and then turns the gun on
himself.
Nick  arranges  Gatsby's  funeral,  but
almost no one attends. The guests who
once drank his champagne are absent.
Daisy and Tom have left town without a
word. Gatsby's father appears, a simple
man  from  Minnesota  who  brings  a
photograph of Gatsby's childhood home
and  a  self-help  book  with  Gatsby's
youthful  notes  in  the  margins.  The
funeral is sparse, attended only by Nick,
the minister, a few servants, and one of
Gatsby's former guests who had been a
regular at the parties.
Nick reflects on the meaning of Gatsby's

life and death. He realizes that Gatsby's
dream  was  doomed  from  the  start
because  he  could  not  see  that  Daisy
belonged to a world of careless wealth
and privilege. Gatsby believed he could
repeat the past, but the past is beyond
reach. Nick becomes disgusted with the
East, where people smash things up and
retreat into their money. He decides to
return to the Midwest.

KEY THEMES AND SYMBOLS IN
THE GREAT GATSBY

Beyond the plot details, several themes
and  symbols  enrich  any  The  Great
Gatsby plot summary. The green light
at  the  end of  Daisy's  dock  represents
Gatsby's hope and the elusive American
Dream. The eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg
preside over the Valley of Ashes like a
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judgmental  god,  witnessing  the  moral
decay  of  society.  The  color  white
appears  repeatedly,  associated  with
Daisy and the illusion of innocence, while
gold  and yellow symbolize  wealth  and
corruption.
The novel  explores the impossibility of
recreating the past. Gatsby's entire life
is an attempt to win back Daisy and the
future  they  once  imagined.  Fitzgerald
suggests that the American Dream is a
myth,  that  wealth  cannot  buy  love  or
erase social divisions. Class distinctions
remain  rigid,  and  those  born  into
privilege will  always protect their  own,
even at the expense of others.

The Unreliable
Narrator: Nick
Carraway's
Perspective
N i c k  c l a i m s  t o  b e  h o n e s t  a n d
nonjudgmental,  but  he  is  far  from
objective.  He  is  drawn  to  Gatsby's
charisma and chooses to see him as a
romantic hero rather than a criminal. His
narrative  is  colored by his  Midwestern
values  and his  growing disillusionment
with the East. Readers of this The Great
Gatsby  plot  summary  shou ld
remember that Nick is telling the story
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from  a  distance  of  one  year,  reflecting
on events  that  have already ended in
tragedy.  His  perspective  shapes  every
detail, from his admiration for Gatsby to
his contempt for Tom and Daisy.

WHY THE GREAT GATSBY
ENDURES

Nearly  a  century  after  its  publication,
The Great Gatsby continues to resonate
with readers. Its critique of wealth, class,
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  feels  as
relevant  today as  it  did  in  the 1920s.
Gatsby's tragic story is a cautionary tale
about the dangers of idealizing the past
and  placing  faith  in  material  success.
The  novel  also  captures  a  specific
historical  moment—the  Jazz  Age—with
poetic  precision,  from the  fashion  and
music to the social mores and economic

disparities.
For  students  and  enthusiasts  alike,  a
thorough  The  Great  Gatsby  plot
summary  provides  a  foundation  for
deeper analysis. The novel operates on
multiple levels: as a romance, a mystery,
a social commentary, and a meditation
on  identity.  Each  reading  reveals  new
layers, which is why it remains a staple
of literature courses around the world.

CONCLUSION: THE GREAT
GATSBY PLOT SUMMARY

In conclusion, The Great Gatsby tells the
story  of  a  man who built  a  dream so
powerful it destroyed him. Jay Gatsby's
pursuit of Daisy Buchanan was driven by
a love that transcended time and logic,
yet it was ultimately crushed by the very
society he tried to join. This The Great
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Gatsby plot summary has traced the
arc  of  that  dream  from  its  hopeful
beg inn ings  to  i t s  v io len t  end ,
highl ighting  the  characters  and
moments  tha t  make  the  nove l
unforgettable.  Fitzgerald's  masterpiece
is a reminder that some dreams are too
fragile for the world, and that the past,

no  matter  how fiercely  we  chase  it,  can
never truly be recaptured. Whether you
are reading the novel for the first time or
returning  to  it  again,  the  story  of
Gatsby's  green  light  and  his  lonely
funeral lingers long after the final page is
turned.


