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ALL ABOARD THE
CRETACEOUS
EXPRESS: THE
ENDURING APPEAL
OF THE DINOSAUR
TRAIN THEME
SONG

For  a  generation  of
children,  the  call  to
adventure  begins  not
with a ringing bell or a
blaring horn, but with a
s i m p l e ,  j o y f u l
invitation.  "Dinosaur
Train! Dinosaur Train!"
The  opening  bars  of
the  Dinosaur  Train
Theme Song are more
than just a signal that
a  favor i te  show  is
about  to  begin;  they

are a portal to a world
where  prehistoric  life
and modern rail travel
col l ide  in  the  most
delightful  way.  This
article  explores  the
magic  behind  th is
i c o n i c  p i e c e  o f
children's  music,  its
educational  value,  its
musical  composition,
and the lasting impact
it  has  had  on  young
viewers. We will take a
journey  through  the
lyrics, the melody, and
the  show  i t se l f  to
understand  exactly
why  th is  song  has
become  a  staple  in
households around the
world.
The  Dinosaur  Train
Theme  Song  serves
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a s  t h e  p e r f e c t
introduction to the PBS
Kids series created by
Craig  Bartlett.  The
show follows Buddy, a
curious  Tyrannosaurus
Rex,  and his  adoptive
Pteranodon  family  as
t h e y  e x p l o r e  t h e
preh is tor i c  wor ld
aboard a train that can
travel  through  time.
T h e  t h e m e  s o n g
r e m a r k a b l y
encapsulates the spirit
of  the entire series in
under a minute, setting
the stage for lessons in
s c i e n c e ,  n a t u r a l
history,  and  social-
emotional learning. It is
a  m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
children's  songwriting,
balancing  educational
content  with  pure,
unadulterated  fun.

The

Musical
Compositi
on: A
Perfect
Storm for
Young
Ears
W h a t  m a k e s  t h e
D i n o s a u r  T r a i n
T h e m e  S o n g  s o
instantly  recognizable
and beloved?  It  starts
with  the  composition.
The song is written in a
ma jo r  key ,  wh i ch
na tu ra l l y  evokes
feelings  of  happiness
and  optimism.  The
t e m p o  i s  b r i s k ,
matching the energy of
a train chugging along
the tracks, but it is not
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s o  f a s t  t h a t  i t
o v e r w h e l m s  a
preschool  audience.
The  melody  is  simple
and repetitive, making
it  easy  for  even  the
youngest  children  to
hum along after just a
few listens.
The instrumentation is
a clever mix of classic
r ock  and  r o l l  and
orchestral  elements.
The driving drum beat
and  electric  guitar  riff
provide  a  sense  of
m o v e m e n t  a n d
excitement,  perfectly
m i r r o r i n g  t h e
adventure of the train.
Layered  on  top  are
cheerful  brass  and
string sections that add
a  sense  of  grandeur
and  wonder,  fitting  for
a journey through time
and  the  discovery  of
massive creatures. This
blend  of  modern  and
c l a s s i c a l  s o u n d s
ensures that  the song
a p p e a l s  t o  b o t h

chi ldren  and  their
parents,  who  might
find  themselves
humming the tune long
after  the  episode  is
over. The use of a call-
and-response structure
in certain parts is also
a  s m a r t  c h o i c e ,
encouraging  active
participation  from  the
viewing audience.

Lyrical
Analysis:
More
Than Just
a Ticket
to Ride
T h e  l y r i c s  o f  t h e
D i n o s a u r  T r a i n
Theme  Song  are  a
d e n s e  p a c k  o f
information  delivered
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w i t h  i n c r e d i b l e
efficiency. They are not
just  random  words
thrown  together  to
rhyme;  they  are  a
condensed  version  of
the  show's  premise.
The  opening  l ines
introduce  the  main
characters  and  the
c e n t r a l  c o n c e p t :
"Buddy and his  family
r ide  the  D inosaur
T r a i n . "  T h i s  l i n e
i m m e d i a t e l y
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e
protagonist  and  the
core cast of characters,
making it clear who the
story is about.
The  lyr ics  go  on  to
explain  the  train's
unique capabilities:  "It
travels  through  time
a n d  s p a c e . "  T h i s
s i m p l e  p h r a s e
introduces the complex
scientific  concept  of
d e e p  t i m e  a n d
paleontology in a way
that  is  completely
accessible  to  a  child.

I n s t e a d  o f  a  d r y
explanation  of  the
Mesozoic Era, the song
presents time travel as
an  exciting,  everyday
adventure.
Furthermore, the lyrics
encourage  a  spirit  of
discovery. Phrases like
"So  many  things  to
learn  and  see"  and
"Explore  the  world  of
d inosaurs"  f rame
e d u c a t i o n  a s  a n
exciting journey rather
than  a  chore .  The
repetition  of  the word
"Dinosaur"  and  the
names  o f  va r i ous
species  (like  "T-Rex"
and  "Pteranodon")
serves a dual purpose:
it reinforces the show's
core  subject  matter
and  helps  chi ldren
build  their  vocabulary
and memory skills. The
D i n o s a u r  T r a i n
T h e m e  S o n g  i s
essentially  a  highly
effective  educational
tool  disguised  as  an
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earworm.

The Role
of the
Theme
Song in
Early
Childhood
Education
I n  t h e  w o r l d  o f
c h i l d r e n ' s
programming, a theme
song  is  not  merely  a
formality. It is a critical
component that primes
the brain for  learning.
The  Dinosaur  Train
Theme  Song  i s  a
perfect  example  of
this.  Research in child
development  shows
t h a t  c o n s i s t e n t
routines—like watching

a  show  that  begins
w i t h  t h e  s a m e
song—create  a  sense
o f  s e c u r i t y  a n d
predictabil ity.  The
theme song acts as a
"transition  object,"
signaling  to  the  child
that it  is time to shift
focus  and  enter  a
learning environment.
T h e  s o n g  a l s o
inco rpo ra tes  key
principles  of  early
literacy.  The  rhyming
patterns  help  children
recognize  phonemes,
the  bas ic  un i t s  o f
sound in language. For
example, the rhyme of
"train"  and  "again"  is
s imple,  c lear,  and
helps a child hear the
" -a in"  sound.  The
song's  fast -paced
del ivery  and  clear
enunciation also aid in
speech development. A
child who tries to sing
along  must  work  to
k e e p  u p  w i t h  t h e
tempo,  wh ich  can
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i m p r o v e  t h e i r
a r t i c u l a t i o n  a n d
processing  speed.
Moreover,  the  song
s u b t l y  t e a c h e s
categorization.  The
lyrics  group  types  of
d i n o s a u r s
("Pteranodon,"  "T-
Rex")  and  act ions
("ride,"  "explore,"
"learn").  This  helps
children start to create
mental  categories  for
animals,  objects,  and
activities.  The  theme
song is not just a piece
o f  m u s i c ;  i t  i s  a
pedagogical  gateway
that makes the heavy
lifting of early learning
feel like a game.

Why It
Sticks:
The

Science
of the
Earworm
Parents  often  report
that  the  Dinosaur
Train Theme Song is
one of those tunes that
gets  "stuck  in  your
h e a d . "  T h i s  i s  n o
accident.  The  song
employs  specific
musical  techniques
that make it  a  classic
"earworm."  These
include:

Repetition: The
title phrase
"Dinosaur Train"
is repeated
multiple times,
anchoring the
song in the
listener's
memory.
Simplicity: The
melody follows a
predictable
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pattern that is
easy for the
brain to process
and recall.
Surprise: A
slight pause or a
change in vocal
pitch just before
the final chorus
keeps the
listener engaged
and creates a
satisfying
resolution.
Emotional
Connection:
Because the
song is
associated with a
beloved show
and positive
family viewing
time, it triggers
dopamine
release in the
brain, making
the memory of
the song feel
pleasurable.

This  "stickiness"  is  a
huge  advantage  for  a
children's  show.  When

a  child  repeats  the
song  to  themselves,
they  are  essentially
engaging in a learning
act iv i ty .  They  are
reviewing the names of
the  characters,  the
concept of time travel,
and the excitement of
e x p l o r a t i o n .  T h e
D i n o s a u r  T r a i n
Theme Song provides
educational  dividends
long after the screen is
turned off.

Character
Introducti
on
Through
Music
The  Dinosaur  Train
T h e m e  S o n g  i s
remarkably  efficient  at
introducing  the  key
players  in  the  show's
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universe.  While  the
v isual  component
shows the train moving
through  different
prehistoric  landscapes,
the  audio  component
identifies  the  family.
The  song  specifically
mentions  "Buddy  and
his  fami ly ,"  which
includes  his  mother,
Mrs.  Pteranodon,  and
his  s ib l ings,  T iny,
Shiny,  and  Don.
The  music  is  dynamic
and  reflects  the
personalities  of  the
characters.  The  main
melody has an upbeat,
confident  feel  that
matches  Buddy ' s
insatiable  curiosity.
The backing vocals and
harmonies can be seen
as  representing  the
supportive,  loving
environment  of  the
Pteranodon family. This
m u s i c a l
characterization  helps
c h i l d r e n  f o r m  a n
emotional  bond  with

the  characters  before
the  plot  of  the  first
episode  even  begins.
T h e  t h e m e  s o n g
assures  viewers  that
they are in safe hands
and that the adventure
ahead  will  be  warm,
f r i e n d l y ,  a n d
educational.

Cultural
Impact
and
Longevity
Since  its  premiere  in
2009,  the  Dinosaur
Train  Theme  Song
has become a cultural
t o u c h s t o n e  f o r  a
generat ion.  I t  is  a
popular  choice  for
n u r s e r y  r h y m e s ,
p r e s c h o o l  m u s i c
c lasses,  and  even
ringtones.  The  song
has  been  covered  by
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v a r i o u s  a r t i s t s ,
translated into multiple
l a n g u a g e s  f o r
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
broadcasts,  and  has
spawned countless fan-
m a d e  v i d e o s  a n d
parodies  online.
The  longevity  of  the
song  speaks  to  i ts
quality.  Unlike  some
theme songs that feel
dated  or  re ly  on  a
specific  cultural
r e f e r e n c e ,  t h e
D i n o s a u r  T r a i n
Theme  Song  feels
timeless.  Its  subject
matter—dinosaurs  and
trains—is  universally
appealing  to  young
c h i l d r e n .  T h e
production  is  polished
a n d  a d h e r e s  t o  a
c l a s s i c  p o p / r o c k
structure that does not
age  poorly.  It  is  as
engaging in 2024 as it
w a s  i n  2 0 0 9 ,  a
testament  to  the  skill
of the songwriters and
performers involved in

its creation.
The song also bridges
t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n
generations.  Many
parents  who  watched
the  show  as  children
now share it with their
own  kids.  When  they
hear  the  open ing
notes, they are flooded
with  nostalgia.  This
shared  experience
makes  the  Dinosaur
Train Theme Song  a
b o n d i n g  t o o l  f o r
families,  providing  a
common  cu l t u ra l
language  that  spans
the  age  gap  between
toddler and parent.

Comparin
g the
Theme
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Song to
the
Show's
Musical

Score
While the main theme
s o n g  i s  t h e  m o s t
famous piece of music
from  the  show,  it  is
worth  noting  how  its
musical  motifs  are
echoed throughout the
ser ies '  score.  The
composer,  Michael
Silversher,  skillfully
weaves  elements  of
the  theme  song  into
the  background  music
of  each  episode.  This
creates  a  cohesive
auditory  world.
For instance, the main
guitar  riff  from  the
open ing  might  be
s l o w e d  d o w n  a n d

p layed  on  a  p iano
d u r i n g  a  q u i e t ,
reflective  moment
between Buddy and his
mother.  The  upbeat
horn section might be
used  to  underscore  a
scene  of  the  t ra in
a r r i v i ng  a t  a  new
dest ina t ion .  Th i s
technique,  known  as
"thematic  scoring,"  is
used  in  film  and
television  to  create  a
sense of continuity and
emotional  resonance.
For  a  child  watching
the show, hearing bits
of the Dinosaur Train
Theme  Song  woven
into  the  fabric  of  the
story  reinforces  the
feeling that they are on
a  c o n t i n u o u s
adventure, making the
e n t i r e  v i e w i n g
experience  feel  unified
and well-crafted.
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Why It Is
a Perfect
Example
of
Children's

Media
In  an  era  of  screen
time  concerns,  the
D i n o s a u r  T r a i n
Theme  Song  stands
o u t  a s  a  p e r f e c t
e x a m p l e  o f  w h a t
ch i l d ren ' s  med ia
s h o u l d  b e .  I t  i s
entertaining  without
being  overstimulating.
I t  i s  e d u c a t i o n a l
without being preachy.
It is simple enough for
a  t o d d l e r  t o
comprehend but clever
enough for an adult to
appreciate.

The song respects the
inte l l igence  of  i ts
young  audience.  It
does not "dumb down"
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f
paleontology  or  time
travel; it presents them
i n  a n  e x c i t i n g ,
accessible way. It uses
complex  vocabulary
( " C r e t a c e o u s , "
"conducto r " )  i n  a
context  that  allows
children to understand
their  meaning through
context  c lues  and
r e p e t i t i o n .  T h i s
a p p r o a c h  b u i l d s
confidence  in  young
learners, showing them
that  they  are  capable
of  understanding  big
ideas.
U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e
D i n o s a u r  T r a i n
Theme  Song  i s  a
p i e c e  o f  a r t  t h a t
accomplishes its  goals
with  grace and gusto.
It gets children excited
to learn, comforts them
with  familiar  sounds,
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and  inspires  them  to
explore  the  wor ld
around  them.

CONCLUSION: THE
JOURNEY
CONTINUES

The  Dinosaur  Train
Theme  Song  is  far
more  than  a  catchy
tune.  It  is  the  engine
that drives one of the
m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l
educational  shows  of
the 21st century. It is a
masterful  blend  of
music,  pedagogy,  and
storytelling  that  has
captivated  millions  of
young minds. From its
upbeat  tempo  and

clever lyrics to its role
i n  c o g n i t i v e
deve lopment  and
family  bonding,  the
song remains a shining
example of how to do
c h i l d r e n ' s
entertainment right. So
the next time you hear
the invitation to climb
aboard,  pay  c lose
attention.  You are not
just  hearing  a  song;
you  are  hearing  the
sound  of  curiosity,
discovery, and the joy
o f  l e a r n i n g — a l l
wrapped  up  in  one
unforgettable  melody.
All aboard for the next
adventure!


