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UNDERSTANDING
THE ILLINOIS
RULES OF THE
ROAD: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
FOR DRIVERS

Driving  in  Illinois  is  a
daily reality for millions
of  residents,  whether
you  are  commuting
through  downtown
Chicago,  navigating
the suburbs, or cruising
down rural highways in
central  Illinois.  The
Illinois  Rules of  the
Road are not merely a
set  of  suggestions;
they are legally binding
regulations designed to
e n s u r e  s a f e t y ,

efficiency, and order on
pub l i c  roadways .
Whether you are a new
driver preparing for the
w r i t t e n  e x a m ,  a
seasoned  motorist
r e f r e s h i n g  y o u r
knowledge,  or  a  new
resident  transferring
your license, mastering
these rules is essential.
This  comprehensive
guide breaks down the
most  critical  elements
of  Illinois  traffic  law,
offering  practical
insights  to  help  you
stay safe, avoid tickets,
and navigate the Land
o f  L i n c o l n  w i t h
confidence.
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The
Foundatio
n: The
Illinois
Vehicle

Code
The  Illinois  Rules of
the Road are formally
codified  in  the  Illinois
Vehicle Code (625 ILCS
5/).  This  extensive
body  of  law  governs
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m
e q u i p m e n t
requirements  to  right-
o f -way  ru les .  The
Illinois  Secretary  of
State’s  office publishes
the official Rules of the
Road  handbook, which
serves as  the primary
study resource for the
d r i v e r ’ s  l i c e n s e
k n o w l e d g e  t e s t .

Understanding  the
legal framework behind
these  ru les  he lps
drivers appreciate why
certain laws exist.  For
e x a m p l e ,  t h e
requirement to stop for
school buses is rooted
i n  t h e  s t a t e ’ s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
protecting  children,
while texting bans are
a  response  to  rising
distracted  dr iv ing
fatalit ies.

Traffic
Control
Devices
and
Signaling
Illinois  drivers  must
obey  all  official  traffic
c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s ,
including  traffic
signals,  signs,  and
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pavement markings. A
solid  understanding  of
t h e s e  d e v i c e s  i s
fundamental  to  the
Illinois  Rules of  the
Road.
Traffic  Signals:  In
Illinois,  a  steady  red
light means a complete
stop  before  the  stop
line  or  crosswalk.  You
may turn right on red
after  a  complete  stop
unless a sign explicitly
prohibits  it.  A  flashing
red light functions as a
stop  sign.  A  steady
yellow light warns that
the signal  is  about  to
turn red; you must stop
if you can do so safely.
Illinois law also permits
left turns on red when
both  streets  are  one-
way,  provided  you
come  to  a  complete
stop first.
Signage:  Illinois  uses
s t a n d a r d  M U T C D
(Manual  on  Uniform
Traffic Control Devices)
s igns.  Pay  specia l

attention to regulatory
signs  like  speed  limit
s igns,  no-pass ing
zones,  and  lane-use
arrows. Warning signs,
s u c h  a s  t h o s e
indicat ing  curves,
pedestrian  crossings,
or  deer  crossings,
require  heightened
alertness.  Construction
zone signs carry extra
legal  weight;  fines  are
doubled in active work
zones  when  workers
are  present.
Pavement Markings:
S o l i d  w h i t e  l i n e s
separate  lanes  o f
traffic  moving  in  the
same  direction  and
should not be crossed.
Broken  white  l ines
permit  lane  changes.
So l id  ye l low  l ines
separate  opposing
traffic;  a  solid  yellow
l i n e  o n  y o u r  s i d e
means  no  passing.
Double  solid  yellow
lines  prohibit  passing
from  either  direction.
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White  arrows  guide
turning  movements
and  lane  usage.

Speed
Limits
and Safe
Driving
Practices
Speed limits  in  Illinois
are  established  based
on  road  type,  traffic
c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d
engineering  studies.
The  Illinois  Rules of
the  Road  spec i fy
statutory  speed  limits
un less  o therw i se
posted:

Interstate
highways: 70
mph (65 mph on
some urban
interstates)
Other state

highways and
rural roads:
typically 55 mph
Urban and
residential areas:
30 mph
School zones: 20
mph when
children are
present and
lights are
flashing
Alleys: 15 mph

However,  the  posted
speed  l im i t  i s  not
a l w a y s  a  l e g a l
entitlement  to  drive
that speed. Illinois law
requires  drivers  to
adjust speed based on
weather,  visibility,
traffic  density,  and
r o a d  s u r f a c e
conditions.  Driving  at
the  posted  l imit  in
heavy  fog,  rain,  or
snow  may  s t i l l  be
considered  reckless  if
conditions  warrant
slower  speeds.  Illinois
also  enforces  a  basic
speed  law,  meaning
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you  must  never  drive
faster than is  safe for
existing conditions.
Speeding is one of the
lead ing  causes  o f
crashes  in  I l l inois.
Beyond  fines,
c o n v i c t i o n s  a d d
demerit points to your
d r i v i n g  r e c o r d .
Accumulat ing  too
many  points  can  lead
to  license  suspension
a n d  m a n d a t o r y
r e m e d i a l  d r i v e r
education  courses.

Right-of-
Way
Rules
Right-of-way  rules  are
a m o n g  t h e  m o s t
misunderstood aspects
of  the  Illinois  Rules
o f  t h e  R o a d .
Importantly,  no  driver
is ever legally granted
a  right-of-way;  rather,

right-of-way is yielded.
Understanding when to
y i e l d  p r e v e n t s
c o n f u s i o n  a n d
coll isions.

INTERSECTIONS AND
UNCONTROLLED
CROSSINGS

When  two  vehicles
a p p r o a c h  a n
intersection  without
traffic  signals  or  stop
signs  simultaneously,
the  driver  on  the  left
must yield to the driver
on the right. At a four-
way  stop,  the  first
v e h i c l e  t o  a r r i v e
proceeds  first.  If
v e h i c l e s  a r r i v e
simultaneously,  the
vehicle on the right has
priority.  When  making
a  left  turn,  you  must
y ie ld  to  oncoming
traffic  unless  you  have
a green arrow signal.

PEDESTRIANS AND



6

6 Illinois Rules Of The Road 2023-01-20

VULNERABLE USERS

Illinois  law  requires
dr ivers  to  y ie ld  to
pedestrians in  marked
a n d  u n m a r k e d
c r o s s w a l k s  a t
intersections.  Drivers
must also stop for blind
pedestrians  using  a
white  cane  or  guide
dog.  Bicyclists  and
motorcyc l is ts  are
entitled  to  the  same
rights and privileges as
motorists.  The  state’s
"vulnerable  roadway
user"  law  imposes
enhanced penalties for
drivers  who  injure  or
k i l l  pedes t r i ans ,
cyclists,  or  highway
w o r k e r s  d u e  t o
careless  or  distracted
driving.

EMERGENCY
VEHICLES AND
SCHOOL BUSES

When  an  emergency
vehicle  approaches
with flashing lights and

sirens, all drivers must
yield  and pull  over  to
the  right  edge  of  the
roadway  and  stop.
Move over laws require
drivers to change lanes
or  slow  down  when
approaching stationary
emergency  vehicles,
tow trucks, or highway
maintenance  vehicles
with  flashing  lights.
Perhaps  one  of  the
most  strictly  enforced
ru les  in  I l l ino is  i s
stopping  for  school
buses.  When a  school
bus  displays  flashing
red lights and extends
its stop arm, all drivers
on both sides of a two-
lane  road  must  stop.
On a  divided highway
w i t h  a  m e d i a n  o r
barrier,  only  traffic
traveling  in  the  same
direction  as  the  bus
must  stop.  Violating
t h i s  l a w  c a r r i e s
substantial  fines  and
potent ia l  l i cense
suspension.
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Lane
Usage
and
Passing
Illinois  law  requires
drivers  to  stay  in  the
right lane on multi-lane
h i g h w a y s  u n l e s s
passing or preparing to
turn left. The left lane
is not a "fast lane" per
se,  but  it  is  intended
for  passing.  Impeding
traffic by driving slowly
in the left lane is both
d iscour teous  and
illegal.  When  passing
another  vehicle,  you
m u s t  s i g n a l  y o u r
intention, return to the
right lane when safely
c l e a r ,  a n d  n e v e r
exceed the speed limit
while passing.
On roads with two-way
traffic,  passing  is

prohibited when a solid
yellow line  is  on  your
side, within 100 feet of
an  intersect ion  or
railroad  crossing,  on
hills  or  curves  where
visibility  is  limited,  or
w h e n  s c h o o l  b u s
warning  l ights  are
flashing.

Seat
Belts,
Child
Safety,
and
Distracte
d Driving
Illinois  has  a  primary
seat belt law, meaning
law  enforcement  can
stop and ticket a driver
solely for not wearing a
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seat  belt.  All  drivers
and  passengers  in  a
vehicle must wear seat
belts.  Children  under
age 8 must be secured
in an appropriate child
safety seat or  booster
seat unless they are at
least  4  feet  9  inches
tall. Illinois law requires
children under age 2 to
be in a rear-facing car
seat.  Fines  for  child
safety  seat  violations
are steep and increase
w i t h  s u b s e q u e n t
offenses.
Distracted driving is  a
major  focus  of  Illinois
traffic  enforcement.
Illinois law prohibits the
u s e  o f  h a n d h e l d
electronic  devices
while  driving  in  most
circumstances.  Drivers
may  use  hands-free
t e c h n o l o g y ,  b u t
texting,  browsing,  or
u s i n g  a p p s  w h i l e
behind  the  wheel  is
i l l e g a l .  T h i s  i s  a
primary  offense,

meaning  you  can  be
stopped  solely  for
holding  your  phone.
Fines  for  distracted
driving start at $75 for
a  first  offense  and
escalate  significantly
f o r  s u b s e q u e n t
violations. If distracted
driving causes a crash
resulting  in  injury  or
death, criminal charges
can apply.

DUI Laws
and
Implied
Consent
Dr iv ing  under  the
influence  (DUI)  is
a g g r e s s i v e l y
prosecuted  in  Illinois.
The legal blood alcohol
concentration  (BAC)
l im i t  i s  0 .08%  fo r
drivers  aged  21  and
over.  For  commercial
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drivers,  the  limit  is
0.04%.  Illinois  has  a
zero-tolerance  policy
for  drivers  under  21,
m e a n i n g  a n y
detectable  alcohol  in
the  system can result
in a DUI conviction and
license suspension.
Illinois  operates  under
an implied consent law.
By  hold ing  a  va l id
driver’s  license,  you
have  automatically
consented to chemical
testing  (breath,  blood,
or  urine)  if  lawfully
a r res ted  f o r  DU I .
Refusing a test results
i n  a n  a u t o m a t i c
d r i v e r ’ s  l i c e n s e
suspens i on  o f  12
months  for  a  first
refusal,  and  up  to  36
months for subsequent
refusals,  regardless  of
w h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
ultimately convicted of
D U I .  T h e s e
c o n s e q u e n c e s
u n d e r s c o r e  t h e
seriousness with which

Illinois  treats  impaired
driving.

Vehicle
Registrati
on,
Insurance
, and
Equipme
nt
B e y o n d  d r i v i n g
behaviors,  the Illinois
Rules  of  the  Road
include  requirements
for vehicle registration
and  insurance.  Al l
vehicles  operated  on
public  roads  must  be
registered  with  the
Illinois  Secretary  of
State and display valid
license  plates.  Illinois
law  mandates  that
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drivers  carry  liability
i n s u r a n c e  w i t h
minimum  coverage
limits  of  $25,000  per
person  fo r  bod i l y
injury,  $50,000  per
accident  for  bodily
injury, and $20,000 per
accident  for  property
d a m a g e .  D r i v i n g
without  insurance  can
result  in  fines,  license
s u s p e n s i o n ,  a n d
vehicle impoundment.
Vehicle  equipment
r e g u l a t i o n s  a l s o
mat te r .  Requ i red
equipment  includes
functioning  headlights
(used  from  sunset  to
sunrise and in adverse
weather),  taillights,
brake  l ights ,  turn
signals,  windshield
wipers,  a  horn,  and
mirrors.  Illinois  law
requires a front license
plate in addition to the
rear plate. Window tint
must  comply  w i th
specific  light
t r a n s m i s s i o n

standards.  Illegally
modified  exhaust
systems or excessively
loud mufflers can result
in citations.

Accident
Reporting
and
Obligatio
ns
If you are involved in a
crash  in  Illinois,  state
law  imposes  specific
obligations. All crashes
involving injury, death,
or  property  damage
exceeding $1,500 must
be  reported  to  law
enforcement.  Drivers
must stop at the scene,
exchange  information
( n a m e ,  a d d r e s s ,
d r i v e r ’ s  l i c e n s e
number,  insurance
details,  and  vehicle
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registrat ion) ,  and
render  reasonable
assistance  to  injured
persons.  Leaving  the
scene  of  an  accident
involving  injury  is  a
felony in  Illinois.  Even
minor  crashes  should
be  documented  for
insurance  purposes,
and  failure  to  report
c a n  l e a d  t o
complications.

Renewing
Your
Knowledg
e: Testing
and
Resource
s
The  Illinois  Rules of
the  Road  a re  no t

static.  Laws  change,
signs are updated, and
new  safety  research
emerges.  Drivers  are
e n c o u r a g e d  t o
periodically review the
official  Illinois  Rules  of
the  Road  handbook,
available online at the
Illinois  Secretary  of
State  website.  Senior
drivers seeking license
r e n e w a l  m a y  b e
sub jec t  t o  v i s i on
screening  and  written
testing.  New residents
must  pass the written
knowledge  test  and
vision screening within
90 days of establishing
residency.
Online  practice  tests
are  widely  available
and  are  an  excellent
way  to  gauge  your
unders tand ing  o f
Illinois  traffic  law
before  visiting  a  DMV
facility.  The  official
mobile  app  from  the
Illinois  Secretary  of
State  also  provides
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convenient  access  to
r u l e s  a n d  t e s t
preparation materials.

Conclusio
n
Mastering  the  Illinois
Rules  of  the  Road
g o e s  f a r  b e y o n d
pass ing  a  wr i t ten
e x a m ;  i t  i s  a
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
personal  responsibility
and  public  safety.  By
understanding  traffic
signals,  right-of-way
l a w s ,  s p e e d
regulations,  and  the
serious  consequences
o f  i m p a i r e d  o r

distracted driving,  you
become a safer,  more
confident  driver.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
merg ing  on to  the
Kennedy  Expressway,
navigating  a  quiet
suburban  street,  or
driving  through  rural
farmland,  these  rules
f o r m  t h e  s h a r e d
language  of  the  road.
Equip  yourself  with
k n o w l e d g e ,  s t a y
attentive,  and  drive
w i t h  r e s p e c t  f o r
yourself  and everyone
sharing the pavement.
Safe  driving  in  Illinois
starts with knowing the
rules  and  following
them every single trip.


