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INTRODUCTION TO BASEBALL
SCOREKEEPING

Baseball scorekeeping is both an art and
a science. For newcomers, the tiny grid
of a scorecard can look like a foreign
language. Yet once you understand the
basic symbols and shorthand, keeping
score transforms your experience of the
game. You become an active participant,
tracking every pitch, every play, and
every mistake. A baseball

scorekeeping cheat sheet is the
quickest way to master this language.
Whether you are scoring a Little League
game, following a Major League match
on TV, or simply trying to impress your
baseball-loving friends, this guide will
give you everything you need to fill out a
scorecard with confidence.

Scorekeeping has been part of baseball
since the 19th century. Its purpose is to
record every action in a standardised
format so that anyone can later
reconstruct the game. Modern
scorecards still use the same
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fundamental notation: numbers for
positions, letters for outcomes, and a
grid to track each batter’s progress
around the bases. With the right cheat
sheet, you can quickly decode any
scorecard - and create your own in real
time.

THE ESSENTIAL SYMBOLS IN A
BASEBALL SCOREKEEPING CHEAT
SHEET

Before diving into the grid, you must
learn the core symbols. Every
scorekeeper uses a set of standard
abbreviations. Here is a quick-reference
list for the most common actions:

e 1B - single
e 2B - double
e 3B - triple

HR - home run

BB - base on balls (walk)

K - strikeout (swinging)

A - strikeout (looking, often
written with a backward K)
HBP - hit by pitch

SB - stolen base

CS - caught stealing

E - error (followed by the position
number of the player who made
the error)

FC - fielder’s choice

DP - double play

TP - triple play

SAC - sacrifice bunt

SF - sacrifice fly

PB - passed ball

WP - wild pitch

IBB - intentional walk

RBI - run batted in
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e LOB - left on base

For defensive plays, you will record the
ball's path using the uniform numbers of
each fielder. This is the most iconic part
of a baseball scorekeeping cheat
sheet.

DEFENSIVE POSITION NUMBERS

Every position on the field has a number
- not the player’s jersey number, but a
standard scorekeeping number.
Memorise these:

P - Pitcher

C - Catcher

1B - First baseman
2B - Second baseman
3B - Third baseman
SS - Shortstop

LF - Left fielder

NoukwnNH

8. CF - Center fielder
9. RF - Right fielder

To record a groundout to shortstop, you
write “6-3” (shortstop throws to first
base). A pop fly caught by the center
fielder is simply “8”. A double play from
short to second to first becomes “6-4-3".
These strings of numbers are the DNA of
baseball scoring.

HOW TO FILL OUT A SCORECARD:
STEP BY STEP

Now that you know the symbols and
numbers, let's walk through a typical at-
bat. Most scorecards have a diamond
shape in each cell. You will use that
diamond to track the batter’s progress
around the bases.



Step 1: Record Each Pitch
the Batte r'S Some scorekeepers prefer a pitch count

log; others just note the result. For a
simple cheat sheet, focus on the

Na me and outcome. If the batter takes a called

strike, you can mark a small circle in the

Li neu p POSition corner. A swinging strike gets a small

dash. A ball is usually a dot. But for
Write the player’'s name, jersey number, casual scoring, you can skip pitch-by-
and position. Many scorecards also have pitch and simply record the result of the
space for the player’s uniform number at-bat.
and defensive position. Leave room for

substitutions. Step 3: Mark the
Step 2: Record  Result of the At-
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Bat

Use the abbreviations from the cheat
sheet. Write it in the cell. For example, if
the batter hits a single to right field,
write “1B” or “1B 9” (9 for right fielder).
You can also colour in the base paths on
the diamond: a line from home to first
for a single, to second for a double, and
So on.

Step 4: Track
Runners and

Runs

If a runner scores, fill in the entire
diamond or circle the base path from
home to third and back. Write an “R”
next to the run in the runs column. If the
batter drove in runs, record RBIs in the
appropriate column. For example, “RBI
2" means two runs batted in on that

play.

Step 5: Record
Outs

When an out is made, write the number
of the out (1, 2, or 3) in a corner of the
cell. Use the defensive numbers to
describe the play, as in “4-3” for a



grounder to second.

Step 6: Track
Innings and
Pitchers

At the bottom or top of the scorecard,
keep a running total for each pitcher:
innings pitched (IP), hits allowed (H),
runs (R), earned runs (ER), walks (BB),
strikeouts (K), and home runs (HR). This
is critical for a complete game summary.

ADVANCED SCORING NOTATIONS

Once you are comfortable with basics,
you can add nuance with advanced
symbols. These make your scorecard

more accurate and informative.

e Foul ball caught: Record the
fielder number and a small “F”
(e.g., “F9” for a foul catch by the
right fielder).

e Infield fly rule: Write “IF” next to
the out. This rule prevents fielders
from dropping a pop-up
intentionally to start a double play.

e Strikeout with wild pitch or
passed ball: Combine symbols:
“K WP" or “K PB”. If the batter
reaches first because the third
strike is not caught, you use a
special notation: “K 2-3" (catcher
throws to first) or “K E2” if the
catcher mishandles the ball.

* Defensive indifference: Some
runners advance without a stolen

6 Baseball Scorekeeping Cheat Sheet

2023-10-31



Baseball Scorekeeping Cheat Sheet

base being credited. Write “DI” or
just note the advance as a
“defensive indifference” in the
remarks section.

e Double switch: When a manager
changes both a pitcher and a
position player simultaneously,
you must adjust the batting order
carefully. Mark the new pitcher in
the old batter’s spot and the new
position player in the pitcher’s
spot. This is one of the trickiest
parts of advanced scorekeeping.

A COMPLETE BASEBALL
SCOREKEEPING CHEAT SHEET IN
ONE TABLE

If you are in the middle of a game and
need a quick reference, here is a
compact cheat sheet you can print or

keep on your phone:

e Hits: 1B, 2B, 3B, HR

e Outs: K (swinging), X (looking), F
(fly out), L (line out), P (pop out), G
(ground out), DP (double play), TP
(triple play)

e Walks: BB, IBB, HBP

e Baserunning: SB, CS, PO (picked
off), BK (balk)

e Errors: E + position number (e.g.,
E6 for shortstop error)

e Sacrifices: SAC (bunt), SF (fly)

e Other: WP, PB, FC, CI (catcher’s
interference), INT (interference),
OD (obstruction)

» Defensive plays: write the
combination of numbers, e.g., 1-3
(pitcher to first), 5-4-3 (third to
second to first double play), 8-2



(center fielder throws home to
catcher)

COMMON MISTAKES BEGINNERS
MAKE

Even with a baseball scorekeeping
cheat sheet, new scorekeepers often
slip up. Here are the most frequent
errors and how to avoid them:

1. Confusing the defensive
position numbers. Always
double-check: shortstop is 6, not 5.
Third base is 5. Second base is 4.
First base is 3.

2. Forgetting to update the
count. If a batter reaches on an
error, do not credit them with a
hit. Use “E” with the fielder’s
number, not a hit abbreviation.

3. Mixing up runs batted in. Not

all runs driven in are RBIs - if a run
scores on an error or a double
play, no RBI is awarded. Check the
official rule.

. Neglecting substitutions. When

a pinch hitter or relief pitcher
enters, cross out the previous
player’'s name and write the new
one. Also update the defensive
position numbers.

. Not marking outs clearly. In

faster-paced games, keep a
separate tally of outs in each half-
inning. Use a running number (1,
2, 3) or a checkmark system.

DIGITAL VS. PAPER
SCOREKEEPING

In the modern era, many fans use apps
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or websites to keep score. Apps like
iScore, GameChanger, and Baseball
Scorekeeper automate calculations,
generate statistics, and even broadcast
live updates. However, paper
scorekeeping remains a beloved
tradition. It forces you to focus on every
play and builds a deep connection to the
game. The baseball scorekeeping
cheat sheet works equally well for both
methods - the symbols are the same.
For digital scoring, you simply tap the
symbol instead of writing it. But if you
want to feel like a true old-school fan,
grab a pencil, an eraser, and a printed
scorecard from your local ballpark.

WHY KEEP SCORE? BENEFITS
BEYOND STATISTICS

Beyond the numbers, scorekeeping

enhances your appreciation of baseball.
You notice defensive shifts, pitch
sequences, and managerial decisions.
You become more engaged because you
cannot look away - every pitch matters.
Many lifelong fans say that keeping
score makes them feel like part of the
game. It also creates a personal record:
you can look back at a scorecard
decades later and remember a specific
double play or a walk-off home run.
Teaching a child or a friend to keep
score passes on a piece of baseball
culture.

CONCLUSION

A baseball scorekeeping cheat sheet
is your gateway to a richer baseball
experience. With just a few numbers and
letters, you can capture the entire flow



of a game. Start with the basics -
position numbers, common
abbreviations, and the diamond marking
system - then gradually add more
advanced notations as you gain
confidence. Whether you score with
pencil and paper or tap away on a
smartphone app, the fundamental
principle remains the same: record what

10

you see, accurately and consistently.
Over time, your hand may keep pace
with the action, and the scorecard will
tell a story that no highlight reel can
replicate. So next time you sit down to
watch a game, take out a scorecard,
keep this cheat sheet handy, and
become an active part of baseball’'s
timeless tradition.
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