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George Harrison Living In The Material
World Movie

REDISCOVERING THE QUIET BEATLE: A DEEP DIVE
INTO MARTIN SCORSESE’S DEFINITIVE
DOCUMENTARY

When we think of the Beatles, our minds often race to images of
John Lennon’s sharp wit, Paul McCartney’s melodic charm, or
Ringo Starr’s laid-back drumming. Yet, there is a figure who stood
slightly apart, a man whose musical genius was often
overshadowed by his more outspoken bandmates. That man was
George Harrison, the "quiet Beatle." For decades, fans yearned
for a comprehensive look into his life, not just as a musician, but
as a seeker, a gardener, and a film producer. That longing was
answered in 2011 with the release of George Harrison Living
In The Material World Movie, a sprawling, deeply personal
documentary directed by none other than Martin Scorsese.

This film is not merely a biography; it is a meditation on fame,
spirituality, and the search for meaning. It offers an intimate
portrait of a man who helped shape popular music but who
ultimately found his greatest peace outside the spotlight. In this
article, we will explore the layers of Scorsese’s masterpiece,
examining its structure, themes, and the enduring legacy of the
man it so lovingly portrays.

The Vision Behind the Lens:
Why Martin Scorsese?

At first glance, the pairing of Martin Scorsese—a director famous
for gritty crime dramas like Goodfellas and Taxi Driver—with the
spiritually inclined George Harrison might seem unusual.
However, Scorsese is also a man of profound faith, deeply
interested in the struggles between the sacred and the profane.
His documentary on Harrison is a natural extension of his
previous work on The Last Waltz and his film about the Dalai
Lama, Kundun.

Scorsese brings a cinematic reverence to the George Harrison
Living In The Material World Movie. He does not treat the
subject as a mere rock star documentary filled with concert clips
and tabloid gossip. Instead, he approaches Harrison with the
gravity of an artist studying another artist. The film runs for over
three hours, split into two parts, allowing for a slow,
contemplative burn that mirrors Harrison’s own temperament.
Scorsese had unprecedented access to Harrison’s personal
archives, including home movies, photographs, and private audio
recordings. This access allowed the director to craft a narrative
that feels less like a biography and more like a conversation with
an old friend.

Part One: The Beatle Years
and the Burden of Fame

The first half of the documentary traces Harrison’s early life in
Liverpool, his entry into the Beatles, and the rapid, disorienting
ascent to global superstardom. We see the young guitarist, often

called "the quiet one," struggling to find his voice within the
shadow of the Lennon-McCartney songwriting juggernaut. The
film does not shy away from the tension. Interviews with Paul
McCartney, Ringo Starr, and Yoko Ono provide a balanced view of
the band’s dynamics.

One of the most poignant segments of the George Harrison
Living In The Material World Movie focuses on Harrison’s
frustration. Despite being an exceptionally talented
guitarist—influencing the band’s sound with his innovative slide
guitar work—he often found his songs relegated to B-sides or
album filler. It was only with albums like Revolver and Sgt.
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band that Harrison’s songwriting
began to blossom. Tracks like While My Guitar Gently Weeps and
Something showcased a depth that rivaled any of his bandmates’
work.

Part Two: The Spiritual
Awakening and Solo
Journey

The second half of the documentary is where the title truly comes
to life. After the Beatles disbanded, Harrison embarked on a solo
career that was both commercially successful and spiritually
profound. His 1970 triple album All Things Must Pass is widely
regarded as a masterpiece, a cathartic release of a decade’s
worth of pent-up creativity. The documentary explores how
Harrison’s deep dive into Indian spirituality and his friendship
with Ravi Shankar reshaped his worldview.

Scorsese dedicates significant screen time to Harrison’s devotion
to the Hare Krishna movement and his practice of meditation.
This is not presented as a quirky phase but as the central pillar of
his existence. The George Harrison Living In The Material
World Movie argues that Harrison was not escaping reality but
rather engaging with a higher one. He famously said, "The
material world is just a temporary thing," and the documentary
uses this philosophy to frame his later years. We see him at his
Friar Park estate, tending to his gardens, racing cars, and
producing films like Monty Python’s Life of Brian—a film he
famously mortgaged his house to fund simply because he
believed in it.

The Album That Shares a
Name with the Film

It is important to note the connection between the documentary
and Harrison’s 1973 album, Living in the Material World. The
album was a follow-up to All Things Must Pass and dealt explicitly
with the tension between spiritual aspirations and earthly
temptations. Songs like Give Me Love (Give Me Peace on Earth)
and the title track reflect Harrison’s ongoing struggle to remain
detached from the material trappings of fame.

The George Harrison Living In The Material World Movie
uses this album as a thematic anchor. Scorsese weaves the
music throughout the narrative, allowing Harrison’s lyrics to
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comment on the visual story. The result is a deeply resonant
experience where the music and the man become inseparable.
For fans of the album, the documentary provides a rich visual
context for the songs they have loved for decades.

Key Interviews and Archival
Gold

One of the great strengths of this documentary is the quality of
its interviews. Scorsese spoke to nearly everyone who was close
to Harrison. Eric Clapton, who shared a famously complex
friendship with Harrison, speaks candidly about their bond and
the love they both held for Pattie Boyd. Terry Gilliam offers
hilarious anecdotes about Harrison’s time with the Monty Python
group. Perhaps most touching are the interviews with Olivia
Harrison, George’s widow, and their son, Dhani Harrison.

Olivia’s presence gives the film an emotional authenticity that it
might otherwise lack. She provides context for George’s private
moments, his struggles with cancer, and his final days. Dhani,
who bears an uncanny resemblance to his father, speaks about
growing up with a man who was more interested in being a
gardener than a rock star. These interviews transform the
George Harrison Living In The Material World Movie from a
standard documentary into a family album shared with the world.

The Traveling Wilburys and
the Joy of Collaboration

No review of Harrison’s late career is complete without
mentioning the Traveling Wilburys, the supergroup that included
Bob Dylan, Tom Petty, Roy Orbison, and Jeff Lynne. The
documentary captures the joy and humor of this period. After the
heaviness of the Beatles break-up and the intensity of his
spiritual search, the Wilburys represented pure fun. Harrison,
often seen as the most serious Beatle, is shown laughing, joking,
and playing music for the sheer pleasure of it.

This segment of the George Harrison Living In The Material
World Movie is crucial because it shows Harrison’s evolution. He
had moved past the need for validation. He was no longer the
"gquiet Beatle" or the "spiritual seeker" in the public eye; he was
simply a musician enjoying the company of friends. The
camaraderie is palpable, and Scorsese wisely lets the music and
the laughter speak for themselves.

Critical Reception and
Legacy

Upon its release, the documentary received widespread critical
acclaim. Reviewers praised Scorsese for his restraint and his
ability to capture the essence of a man who was notoriously
private. The George Harrison Living In The Material World
Movie was nominated for several awards and won the Primetime
Emmy Award for Outstanding Documentary or Nonfiction Special.
It was hailed not just as a film for Beatles fans, but for anyone
interested in the human condition.

The legacy of the documentary extends beyond its accolades. It
has introduced a new generation to Harrison’s philosophy. In an
age of social media and constant digital noise, Harrison’s
message of mindfulness, detachment, and kindness feels more

relevant than ever. The documentary serves as a counterpoint to
the chaos of modern life, offering a glimpse of a man who had
immense wealth and fame but who valued peace above all else.

Why This Documentary
Stands Out Among Music
Biopics

There are countless music documentaries available, from the
sensationalist to the sycophantic. What sets the George
Harrison Living In The Material World Movie apart is its
honesty. Scorsese does not ignore Harrison’s flaws. He covers his
infidelities, his stubbornness, and his occasional bitterness. But

he does so with empathy, understanding that Harrison was a
human being navigating extraordinary circumstances.

The pacing of the film is also noteworthy. In an era of quick cuts
and short attention spans, Scorsese allows scenes to breathe.
There are long, uninterrupted stretches of music. We watch
Harrison play his guitar in his garden, or meditate in a quiet
room. These moments are not filler; they are the thesis of the
film. Scorsese is showing us that Harrison’s greatest achievement
was not his music, but his state of being.

Final Reflections: The Man
Beyond the Myth

Watching the George Harrison Living In The Material World
Movie is an emotional journey. It takes you from the exuberance
of Beatlemania to the quiet reflection of a man facing his
mortality. Harrison passed away in 2001 after a long battle with
cancer, but the documentary feels less like a eulogy and more
like a celebration.

What remains with the viewer long after the credits roll is
Harrison’s voice. His gentle wisdom, his dry humor, and his
unwavering commitment to love over fear. He once said, "l don't
want to be a big shot. | just want to be a gardener." This
documentary honors that wish. It strips away the mythology of
the pop star and reveals a man who spent his entire life trying to
live authentically in a world that constantly demanded otherwise.

CONCLUSION

In the vast landscape of music documentaries, Martin Scorsese’s
George Harrison Living In The Material World Movie
remains a towering achievement. It is a film that respects its
subject’s privacy while sharing his soul with the audience. It is a
spiritual guide disguised as a biography, a rockumentary that
asks the big questions: What is fame worth? What is the purpose
of life? How do we find peace in a chaotic world?

For those who grew up with the Beatles, the documentary offers
closure and a deeper understanding of a bandmate they thought
they knew. For younger viewers, it serves as an introduction to a
man whose music was only a fraction of his legacy. George
Harrison was a seeker, a giver, and a quiet revolutionary. This
film captures all of that. Whether you are a long-time devotee or
a curious newcomer, this documentary is essential viewing. It
reminds us that while we live in the material world, the most
valuable things—love, peace, and connection—are anything but
material.
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