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Dingoes At Dinnertime Magic Tree
House Book 20

DINGOES AT DINNERTIME MAGIC TREE HOUSE BOOK
20: A WILD ADVENTURE DOWN UNDER

For young readers and devoted fans of Mary Pope Osborne's
beloved series, Dingoes At Dinnertime Magic Tree House
Book 20 represents a thrilling turning point. This installment
sends siblings Jack and Annie on their first journey to Australia, a
land of vast deserts, unique wildlife, and ancient cultural
mysteries. As the twentieth book in the groundbreaking series, it
continues to blend education with excitement, inviting children to
explore the world through the magic of reading. In this article, we
will take a deep dive into this remarkable story, examining its
plot, characters, educational themes, and its enduring place in
children's literature.

Returning to the Magic Tree

House

The Magic Tree House series, created by Mary Pope Osborne, has
captivated millions of young readers since the publication of
Dinosaurs Before Dark in 1992. Each book follows Jack and
Annie, two ordinary siblings from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, who
discover a magical tree house filled with books. When Jack points
at a picture in a book and wishes to go there, the tree house
transports them through time and space. By the time readers
reach Dingoes At Dinnertime Magic Tree House Book 20,
they have already accompanied Jack and Annie on nineteen
previous adventures, from the time of the dinosaurs to the moon,
from medieval castles to the Amazon rainforest. Each book builds
upon the last, deepening the characters and expanding the world
of possibility.

What makes this particular book stand out is its setting. Australia
is a continent like no other, and Osborne captures its magic with
careful research and vivid description. The book serves not only
as a story but as a gentle introduction to Australian geography,
wildlife, and the deep cultural traditions of its Indigenous people,
the Aboriginal Australians. This dual purpose—entertainment and
education—is the hallmark of the series, and it shines brightly
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here.

The Plot: A Glimpse into the
Outback

In Dingoes At Dinnertime Magic Tree House Book 20, Jack
and Annie are tasked with a new mission from Morgan le Fay, the
magical librarian who owns the tree house. Their mission is to
bring a special gift to a specific location in Australia. The
adventure begins in the familiar tree house, but when Jack points
to a picture of the Australian outback, the world outside the
window transforms into a hot, dry, and dusty landscape.

Almost immediately, the children face the challenges of the
Australian wilderness. The heat is intense, and the landscape is
unfamiliar. They encounter a group of kangaroos, which Annie
befriends with her characteristic warmth. Jack, ever the
researcher, pulls out their guidebook to learn more about the
animals and the land. A key moment in Dingoes At Dinnertime
Magic Tree House Book 20 comes when a dingo appears.
Dingoes are wild dogs native to Australia, and in this story, they
are both a source of tension and a lesson in survival. The dingoes
are hungry, and Jack and Annie must find a way to share their
dinner without putting themselves in danger.

As the adventure unfolds, the children meet an Aboriginal elder
and a young boy who teach them about bush survival, finding
food, and respecting the land. The educational content is woven
seamlessly into the narrative. Readers learn about the

didgeridoo, a traditional wind instrument, and about Aboriginal
art and storytelling. The children's mission is not just to deliver a
gift but to understand the deep connection between the
Aboriginal people and the land they have lived on for tens of
thousands of years.

The climax of the story involves the dingoes, as the title
suggests. At dinner time, the wild dogs surround the camp, and
Jack and Annie must use their wits and the knowledge they have
gained to resolve the situation peacefully. It is a moment of
tension that teaches readers about respect for wildlife and the
importance of staying calm in challenging situations.

Character Growth in Jack
and Annie

By the twentieth book in a series, character development is
crucial. In Dingoes At Dinnertime Magic Tree House Book
20, readers see significant growth in both Jack and Annie. Jack,
who began the series as a cautious and studious boy, has
become more willing to embrace adventure, though he still relies
on his research and logical thinking. Annie, always the more
impulsive and empathetic of the two, continues to connect with
people and animals in ways that move the story forward. Their
complementary personalities make them an effective team, and
this adventure tests both of their strengths.

A particularly touching moment in the book comes when Annie
shows kindness to the dingoes, understanding that they are not
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merely threats but living creatures trying to survive. Jack,
meanwhile, uses his knowledge to find a way to share food
safely. This balance of heart and intellect is a beautiful lesson for
young readers. It shows that courage comes in many forms—not
just in bold actions but in thoughtful decisions and compassion.

Educational Value and
Themes

One of the greatest strengths of Dingoes At Dinnertime Magic
Tree House Book 20 is its rich educational content. Mary Pope
Osborne is known for her meticulous research, and this book is no
exception. Young readers are introduced to:

e Australian geography: The outback, its climate, and its
vastness are described in a way that is both accurate and
accessible.

e Native wildlife: Kangaroos, koalas, dingoes, and other
animals are presented with factual details that complement
the fictional story.

e Aboriginal culture: The book offers a respectful and age-
appropriate introduction to the traditions, art, music, and
survival skills of Australia's Indigenous peoples.

e Environmental respect: The story emphasizes the
importance of living in harmony with nature, a lesson that
resonates today more than ever.

The book also touches on themes of hunger and sharing. The

dingoes are not villainized; they are simply animals looking for
food. Jack and Annie must navigate this situation with empathy
and intelligence. This is a powerful message for children: not
every problem requires force; sometimes understanding and
kindness are the best tools.

Why This Book Matters in
the Series

As the twentieth book in the series, Dingoes At Dinnertime
Magic Tree House Book 20 marks a milestone. By this point,
the series had already established itself as a staple in classrooms
and libraries around the world. What this book does is expand the
horizon. It invites children to think about continents they may not
have considered and cultures they may not know. It encourages
curiosity about the natural world and respect for Indigenous
knowledge.

For parents and educators, this book is a valuable tool. It can be
used to spark discussions about Australia, about wildlife
conservation, and about the importance of learning from people
who have lived on a land for generations. The fact that the book
is so readable—written at a level accessible to early chapter book
readers—makes it an ideal choice for independent reading or
read-aloud sessions.

Furthermore, the book pairs beautifully with the nonfiction
companion, Dingoes at Dinnertime: A Nonfiction Companion
to Magic Tree House #20, also written by Mary Pope Osborne



and her husband, Will Osborne. This companion book provides
even deeper information about Australia, its history, and its
animals, allowing curious readers to extend their learning beyond
the story.

Writing Style and
Accessibility

Mary Pope Osborne's writing style in Dingoes At Dinnertime
Magic Tree House Book 20 is clear, direct, and engaging. She
uses short chapters and vivid descriptions that keep young
readers turning pages. The dialogue between Jack and Annie
feels natural, and the magical elements are presented in a
matter-of-fact way that makes them believable within the story's
world. The pace is steady, with moments of tension balanced by
moments of warmth and discovery.

The book is appropriate for readers aged six to nine, and its
Lexile level is around 480L, making it accessible to children who
are transitioning from early readers to chapter books. The
vocabulary is carefully chosen to be challenging enough to
promote growth but not so difficult as to cause frustration. For
English language learners, the book provides a wonderful
opportunity to build vocabulary in a highly engaging context.

Critical Reception and
Cultural Impact

Since its publication in 2001, Dingoes At Dinnertime Magic
Tree House Book 20 has been well received by critics,
educators, and families. It has been praised for its respectful
portrayal of Aboriginal culture and for its ability to make learning
about Australia feel like a grand adventure. Parents often
comment that the book sparks their children's interest in
traveling, in learning about other cultures, and in reading more
nonfiction books about animals and geography.

The book has also contributed to the ongoing conversation about
diversity in children's literature. By including Aboriginal
characters and culture, the book offers representation that many
young readers may not encounter in other parts of their reading
diet. While some critics note that the portrayal is necessarily
simplified for the target age group, there is general agreement
that the intent is respectful and that the book opens a door for
further learning.

Why Dingoes Are Central to
the Story

The title of the book highlights the dingo, an animal that is both
iconic and controversial in Australia. Dingoes are not native to
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the continent in the same way that kangaroos are—they were
introduced by human settlers thousands of years ago—but they
have become a symbol of the Australian wilderness. In Dingoes
At Dinnertime Magic Tree House Book 20, the dingoes serve
as a source of conflict, but also as a teachable moment. They are
not monsters; they are animals behaving according to their
instincts. This nuanced portrayal is one of the book's strengths.

Young readers learn that dingoes are carnivores, that they hunt
in packs, and that they are highly intelligent. They also learn that,
while dingoes can be dangerous, they are also an important part
of the ecosystem. This balanced view helps children develop a
more sophisticated understanding of wildlife and the natural
world.

Tips for Parents and
Educators Using This Book

If you are a parent, teacher, or librarian looking to use Dingoes
At Dinnertime Magic Tree House Book 20 with young
readers, here are some suggestions:

1. Read it aloud: The rhythmic prose and engaging dialogue
make this book a joy to read aloud. Use different voices for
Jack and Annie to bring the story to life.

2. Pair it with the nonfiction companion: After reading the
fictional adventure, dive into the facts. Children love
learning the real-world details behind the story.

3. Explore maps and globes: Show children where Australia
is located. Talk about its size, its climate, and its unique
animals that are found nowhere else on Earth.

4. Discuss Aboriginal culture: Use the book as a starting
point for a respectful conversation about Indigenous
peoples. For older children, you can extend the discussion
to include the history of colonization and the importance of
preserving cultural traditions.

5. Watch videos of Australian wildlife: Seeing kangaroos,
dingoes, and koalas in action can deepen a child's
connection to the story.

6. Encourage journaling: Ask children to imagine they are
Jack or Annie and write a journal entry about their
adventure in Australia.

Conclusion

Dingoes At Dinnertime Magic Tree House Book 20 is far
more than just another chapter in a popular series. It is a
gateway to a continent, a culture, and a way of thinking about
the natural world. Mary Pope Osborne's skill in blending
adventure with education is on full display here, and the result is
a book that entertains, informs, and inspires. For children who
have grown up with Jack and Annie, this book is a satisfying and
enriching addition to their journey. For new readers, it is a perfect
starting point to discover the magic of reading and the wonders
of the world. Whether read in a classroom, a library, or a cozy
bedroom at home, this story reminds us that the greatest



adventures often begin with a simple wish—and a very special tree house.
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