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UNLOCKING
VOCABULARY: THE
POWER OF
MULTIPLE
MEANING WORDS
WORKSHEETS FOR
4TH GRADE

Language  is  ful l  of
delightful  surprises,
a n d  f e w  a r e  a s
intriguing  as  words
that  have  more  than
one meaning. For a 4th
grader, encountering a
word  like  "bat"  in  a
s e n t e n c e  a b o u t
baseball  only  to  find  it
again in a story about

c a v e s  c a n  b e
confus ing.  Th is  i s
w h e r e  m u l t i p l e
m e a n i n g  w o r d s
worksheets  4th
grade  become  an
invaluable  resource.
T h e s e  c a r e f u l l y
designed  tools  help
y o u n g  l e a r n e r s
navigate  the  nuances
o f  t h e  E n g l i s h
language, building both
reading comprehension
and vocabulary skills in
an engaging way.
Fou r th  g rade  i s  a
pivotal year for literacy
development. Students
transition from learning
to  read  to  reading  to
learn.  They  encounter
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more  complex  texts
across  subjects  like
science, social studies,
and  math .  A t  th i s
stage,  understanding
that  words  can  have
different  meanings
depending  on  context
is  essential.  Multiple
meaning  words,  also
known as homographs,
appear  frequently  in
academic  language
a n d  e v e r y d a y
conversation,  making
mastery of them a key
milestone  in  a  child's
educational journey.
In  this  article,  we will
explore  what  multiple
meaning  words  are,
w h y  w o r k s h e e t s
tailored  for  4th  grade
are so effective, how to
use them properly, and
what types of activities
make  learning  stick.
Whether  you  are  a
parent supporting your
chi ld  at  home  or  a
teacher  looking  for
fresh classroom ideas,

you  will  find  practical
guidance  here.

WHAT ARE
MULTIPLE
MEANING WORDS?

Mul t ip le  mean ing
words  are  words  that
are  spelled  the  same
but  have  different
meanings  based  on
how they are used in a
sentence. For example,
the  word  "light"  can
refer  to  illumination
f r o m  a  l a m p ,  t h e
opposite  of  heavy,  or
the  act  of  ignit ing
someth ing .  A  4 th
grader  might  read,
"Please  turn  on  the
l i g h t , "  a n d  l a t e r
encounter, "This box is
very  light."  Without
explicit  instruction,
these shifts in meaning
c a n  d e r a i l
comprehension.
S o m e  c o m m o n
mult ip le  meaning
words  that  appear  in
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4th  grade  curricula
include:

Wave – a
gesture with your
hand, or a body
of water moving
Rock – a stone,
or a genre of
music, or the act
of moving back
and forth
Run – to move
quickly, or a tear
in stockings, or a
sequence of
events
Bark – the sound
a dog makes, or
the outer
covering of a
tree
Date – a
calendar day, a
fruit, or a social
outing

When  students  work
w i t h  m u l t i p l e
m e a n i n g  w o r d s
worksheets  4th
grade,  they  practice
ident i fy ing  these

different  meanings
through context clues,
sentence  completion,
a n d  m a t c h i n g
e x e r c i s e s .  T h i s
repeated  exposure
helps  solidify  their
understanding.

WHY ARE
MULTIPLE
MEANING WORDS
CHALLENGING FOR
4TH GRADERS?

At  age  nine  or  ten,
ch i l d ren  a re  s t i l l
developing  abstract
t h i n k i n g  s k i l l s .
Understanding  that
o n e  w o r d  c a n
represent  two  entirely
different  concepts
requires  cognit ive
flexibility.  Many  4th
graders  tend  to  latch
onto  the  first  meaning
they learned for a word
and struggle to adjust
when  a  new  context
a p p e a r s .  T h i s  i s
especial ly  true  for
Eng l i sh  language



4

4 Multiple Meaning Words Worksheets
4th Grade

2023-09-16

learners, who may not
have  encountered
these dual meanings in
their native language.
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
standardized  tests
often include questions
that assess a student's
ability  to  determine
w o r d  m e a n i n g  i n
context .  A  typica l
question might present
a  sentence  like,  "The
player  made  a  great
p i t c h  d u r i n g  t h e
game,"  and  ask  what
"pitch"  means  here.
Without prior  practice,
a child might think of a
baseball  pitch, a sales
pitch, or the pitch of a
voice. Worksheets that
focus  on  mul t ip le
meaning  words  help
br idge  this  gap  by
providing  repeated,
structured practice in a
low-pressure format.

The Role
of
Context
Clues
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective  strategies  for
deciphering  multiple
meaning words is using
context  clues.  A  well-
designed  multiple
m e a n i n g  w o r d s
worksheet  for  4th
grade  w i l l  o f t e n
include  sentences
where the surrounding
words  hint  at  which
meaning  is  intended.
For  example:
"The  farmer  will  saw
t h e  o l d  t r e e  i n t o
p i e c e s . "  I n  t h i s
sentence, "farmer" and
"tree"  indicate  that
"saw" refers to cutting,
not  the  past  tense  of
"see."
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Worksheets that teach
students  to  underline
clues in the text build
essential reading skills
that  transfer  to  al l
subject  areas.

KEY FEATURES OF
EFFECTIVE
MULTIPLE
MEANING WORDS
WORKSHEETS FOR
4TH GRADE

Not all worksheets are
created  equal.  The
best resources for 4th
graders  share  several
c o m m o n
characteristics  that
maximize learning and
engagement.

Age-
Appropria
te

Vocabular
y
Fourth  graders  are
ready  for  words  that
a re  s l i gh t l y  more
advanced than those in
primary  grades,  but
not  so  complex  that
t h e y  b e c o m e
frustrated.  Words  like
"cur ren t , "  " fa l l , "
"spring,"  "mind,"  and
"fair"  strike  the  right
balance.  They  appear
frequently  in  grade-
l e v e l  t e x t s  a n d
everyday conversation,
m a k i n g  p r a c t i c e
immediately relevant.

Varied
Activity
Types
M o n o t o n o u s
worksheets can quickly
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lose a child's attention.
Effective  materials
i n c l u d e  a  m i x  o f
activit ies  such  as:

Matching words
to their
definitions using
pictures
Completing
sentences with
the correct word
form
Writing original
sentences that
demonstrate two
different
meanings
Sorting words
into categories
based on
meaning
Multiple-choice
questions that
test context
comprehension

Visual

Support
Many  4th  graders  are
v i s u a l  l e a r n e r s .
W o r k s h e e t s  t h a t
i n c l u d e  s i m p l e
illustrations  or  icons
alongside  words  help
cement the connection
between the word form
and  its  meanings.  A
p i c t u r e  o f  a  b a t
(animal) next to a bat
(sports  equipment)
makes  the  concept
tangible.

Gradual
Progressi
on
The  best  worksheets
start  with  simpler,
h i g h - f r e q u e n c y
mul t ip le  meaning
words  and  gradually
introduce less common
ones.  This  scaffolding
a p p r o a c h  b u i l d s
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confidence  before
challenging  students
with  more  nuanced
distinctions.

HOW TO USE
MULTIPLE
MEANING WORDS
WORKSHEETS
EFFECTIVELY

Simply handing a child
a  w o r k s h e e t  a n d
a s k i n g  t h e m  t o
c o m p l e t e  i t
independently is rarely
the  most  effective
approach.  To  get  the
full  benefit  from
multiple  meaning
words  worksheets
4th  grade,  consider
these  strategies.

Introduce
the

Concept
First
Before  diving  into  a
worksheet, have a brief
conversation  about
what multiple meaning
words are. Use humor
and  examples.  For
instance,  say,  "Think
about  the  word  'fly.'  It
can be an insect, or it
can  mean  t o  soa r
t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r .
Imagine  a  fly  flying!
That's  funny,  right?"
This  lighthearted  start
lowers  anxiety  and
sparks  curiosity.

Model the
Thinking
Process
Work  through  the  first
few  items  together,
thinking  aloud.  Say
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something  like,  "The
sentence  says,  'She
wore  a  blue  dress.'
Blue  is  a  color.  But
here, 'He felt blue after
losing  the  game.'  Do
you think it means the
same thing? What clue
te l ls  you  i t  means
sad?"  Modeling  this
metacognitive  process
teaches  children  how
to approach unfamiliar
words independently.

Use
Workshee
ts as a
Springbo
ard for
Discussio

n
After  completing  a
worksheet, discuss the
answers as a group or
o n e - o n - o n e .  A s k
questions  like,  "Which
word  was  trickiest  for
you? Can you think of
another  sentence  for
that  word?"  These
conversations  deepen
understanding  and
make  learning  social
and  enjoyable.

Combine
with
Games
and
Movemen
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Worksheets  do  not
have to be a sedentary
activity.  After  finishing
a  page,  play  a  quick
g a m e .  C a l l  o u t  a
mul t ip le  meaning
w o r d ,  a n d  h a v e
students  hold  up  one
finger  for  the  first
meaning or two fingers
f o r  t h e  s e c o n d .
Alternatively,  have
t h e m  a c t  o u t  t h e
meanings  physically.
Kinesthetic  learning
reinforces  vocabulary
in  a  memorable  way.

SAMPLE
ACTIVITIES TO
INCLUDE IN YOUR
WORKSHEETS

If you are creating your
o w n  m a t e r i a l s  o r
looking for high-quality
existing  resources,
here are some activity
formats  that  work
exceptionally  well  for

4th  graders.

Context
Clue
Sentence
s
P r o v i d e  p a i r s  o f
sentences  using  the
same  word  differently.
A s k  s t u d e n t s  t o
underline the clue that
helped them determine
the  mean ing .  Fo r
example:
The  fish  was  so  big  it
could  weigh  over  fifty
pounds.
Please weigh  the flour
before adding it to the
bowl.
Students  can  discuss
how  "pounds"  and
"flour"  give  different
hints.
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Draw the
Meaning
For words with clearly
distinct  meanings,
have  students  draw a
simple picture for each
meaning  in  a  divided
box.  For  "trip,"  they
might  draw  a  person
falling on one side and
a family on vacation on
t h e  o t h e r .  T h i s
combines  creativity
with  learning.

Word
Sorting
Give students a list of
sentences with missing
words. Provide a word
b a n k  o f  m u l t i p l e
meaning  words.  They
must  decide  which
meaning  fits  each
sentence.  Sort ing
act iv i t ies  requi re
careful  reading  and

analysis.

Write
Your Own
Challenge  students  to
write two sentences for
a given word, showing
two  different
meanings.  This  is  a
higher-order  task  that
demonstrates  true
mastery. It also allows
f o r  i n d i v i d u a l
c rea t iv i ty ,  wh ich
increases engagement.

CONNECTING
WORKSHEETS TO
REAL-WORLD
READING

One  of  the  goals  of
u s i n g  m u l t i p l e
m e a n i n g  w o r d s
worksheets  4th
grade  is  to  transfer
skills  to  real  reading.
A f te r  comp le t ing
worksheet  practice,
encourage students to
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be "word detectives" in
their everyday reading.
Give  them  a  st icky
note and ask them to
find  one  multiple
meaning word in their
independent  reading
book  or  a  magazine
article.  Bring  these
examples  back  to
share with the class or
family. This bridges the
gap  between  isolated
practice and authentic
application.
You can also point out
mul t ip le  meaning
words in environmental
pr int .  Road  s igns,
product labels, menus,
and  advertisements
are  full  of  them.  The
word "right" can mean
correct  or  a  direction.
The  word  "light"  can
appear in a light bulb
advertisement  or  a
yogurt  label.  These
real-world  connections
show  children  that
language  is  alive  and
everywhere.

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
HOW TO ADDRESS
THEM

Even  with  excellent
worksheets,  some
students may struggle.
Here  a re  common
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d
practical  solutions.

Overrelia
nce on
One
Meaning
S o m e  c h i l d r e n
memorize one meaning
for a word and refuse
to  accept  o thers .
Gently  correct  this  by
providing  multiple
examples  and  using
humor. Show them that
the same word can be
used  in  completely
different  ways  without
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either  being  wrong.

Difficulty
with
Abstract
Meanings
W h i l e  c o n c r e t e
meanings  like  "bat"
(animal vs. equipment)
are  easier,  abstract
meanings  like  "bright"
(intelligent  vs.  full  of
light)  can  be  harder.
Use  analogies  and
visual  comparisons.
Show  a  picture  of  a
bright sun and a bright
student  to  make  the
connection.

Lack of
Interest
If  a  child  finds
worksheets  boring,
gamify the experience.

Turn  the  worksheet
into a race against the
clock,  or  offer  small
r e w a r d s  f o r
completion. Better yet,
let  the  child  become
t h e  t e a c h e r  a n d
explain  the  meanings
to you. Teaching is one
of  the  most  powerful
ways to learn.

THE LONG-TERM
BENEFITS OF
MASTERING
MULTIPLE
MEANING WORDS

I nves t ing  t ime  in
multiple  meaning
words  worksheets
for  4th  grade  pays
dividends  far  beyond
t h e  c l a s s r o o m .
Students  who  develop
this skill become more
confident  readers,
better  writers,  and
more  effective
communicators.  They
learn  to  approach
unfamiliar  texts  with
curiosity  rather  than
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frustration.  They  also
perform  better  on
standardized tests that
assess  vocabulary  in
context.
P e r h a p s  m o s t
i m p o r t a n t l y ,
understanding multiple
meaning words fosters
a  love  of  language.
Ch i ld ren  beg in  to
notice  the  playful,
flexible  nature  of
English.  They  enjoy
p u n s ,  j o k e s ,  a n d
wordplay  that  rely  on
double meanings.  This
linguistic  awareness is
a  g i f t  tha t  l as ts  a
l ifetime.

TIPS FOR PARENTS
AND TEACHERS

W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
supporting  a  single
child  at  home  or  an
entire classroom, these
tips will help you make
the  most  of  multiple
meaning word practice.

Be patient.

Mastery takes
time. Celebrate
small victories
along the way.
Integrate
vocabulary into
daily life. Use
multiple meaning
words in
conversation and
point them out
when you
encounter them.
Provide a
variety of
resources.
Combine
worksheets with
online games,
flashcards, and
read-alouds to
keep learning
fresh.
Encourage
curiosity. When
a child asks
about a word,
explore its
meanings
together. This
models lifelong
learning.
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Differentiate
instruction.
Some students
may need more
support, while
others are ready
for advanced
words. Tailor
your approach
accordingly.

CONCLUSION

Mul t ip le  mean ing
words are a fascinating
and  essential  part  of
the  English  language.
F o r  4 t h  g r a d e r s ,
mastering them opens
d o o r s  t o  d e e p e r
comprehension,  richer
v o c a b u l a r y ,  a n d
greater  academic

success.  Multiple
m e a n i n g  w o r d s
worksheets  for  4th
grade  provide  the
structured  practice
that  young  learners
need  to  navigate  this
linguistic  challenge
with  confidence.  By
combining  thoughtful
w o r k s h e e t s  w i t h
engaging  discussions,
real-world connections,
and a sprinkle  of  fun,
parents  and  teachers
can  help  students
unlock the full power of
words. Start today, and
watch  your  child  or
student  become  a
m o r e  s k i l l e d  a n d
enthusiastic reader.


