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UNDERSTANDING THE CORE
MESSAGE: WHAT IS THE GOSPEL
BY GREG GILBERT

In a world saturated with competing
messages about faith, spirituality, and
the meaning of life, few books have cut
through the noise as effectively as Greg
Gilbert's influential work, What Is the
Gospel? This concise yet profound
volume has become a cornerstone for
Christians seeking to articulate their

faith clearly and for skeptics wanting to
understand the Christian message on its
own terms. But what exactly does Greg
Gilbert argue, and why has his book
resonated with so many readers across
the globe?

At its heart, What Is the Gospel By Greg
Gilbert is an attempt to distill the central
message of Christianity into its essential
components without oversimplifying its
depth or bypassing its challenges.
Gilbert, a pastor and theologian,
recognized that many people, including
long-time churchgoers, struggle to
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answer the simple question: "What is the
gospel?" His book provides a clear,
biblical, and compelling answer that has
been widely praised by scholars, pastors,
and everyday believers alike.

This article will walk you through the key
elements of Gilbert's argument,
exploring each pillar of the gospel as he
presents it. We will examine why his
framework has become a trusted
resource for gospel clarity and how you
can apply these truths to your own life.
Whether you are a Christian seeking a
refresher, a new believer, or someone
simply curious about what Christianity
claims at its core, understanding What Is
the Gospel By Greg Gilbert will provide
you with a solid foundation.

The Context
Behind the Book

Greg Gilbert wrote What Is the Gospel?
as part of the "9Marks" series, a
collection of books designed to equip
churches and individuals with a clearer
understanding of key biblical doctrines.
The series was born out of a concern
that many churches had lost sight of the
gospel's centrality, often replacing it
with moralism, social activism, or
shallow emotionalism. Gilbert's
contribution aimed to refocus attention
on the core announcement of
Christianity—the good news about Jesus
Christ.

What makes this book distinctive is its
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absolute commitment to letting the Bible
define the terms. Gilbert does not start
with human experience or cultural
expectations; he begins with Scripture
and builds his case from there. This
approach gives his work a timeless
quality that transcends denominational
boundaries and speaks directly to the
heart of the Christian faith.

The Four-Point
Framework of
the Gospel

Gilbert structures his explanation of the
gospel around four key themes: God,
Man, Christ, and Response. These four

points form the skeleton of his
argument, and each one is essential for
understanding the full picture. Let's
examine each point in detail.

GobD: THE SOVEREIGN CREATOR
AND RIGHTEOUS KING

The first pillar of the gospel, according to
Greg Gilbert, is the reality of God as the
Creator and rightful ruler of the universe.
Gilbert emphasizes that the gospel does
not begin with humanity's needs or
desires but with the glory and character
of God. God is holy, just, good, and
loving. He created the world and
everything in it, and He has the authority
to set the terms for how we should live.

This point is crucial because it
establishes the context for everything



that follows. If God is simply a distant,
benign force, then the problem of sin
and the need for salvation lose their
urgency. But if God is the holy Creator
who demands perfect obedience, then
humanity's situation becomes dire.
Gilbert insists that we cannot truly
understand the good news of the gospel
until we first grasp the gravity of who
God is and the nature of His righteous
rule over us.

Gilbert writes that God is not merely a
generic "higher power" or a cosmic
grandfather who winks at sin. Instead,
He is the King whose law reflects His
perfect character. Every human being is
accountable to Him for how they live,
and His holiness sets the standard for
righteousness. Understanding this
aspect of God is the foundation for

understanding why the gospel is such
spectacular news.

MAN: THE REBEL UNDER JUDGMENT

The second point in Gilbert's framework
addresses the human condition.
According to the Bible, humanity was
created in the image of God and was
originally good. However, through the
rebellion of Adam and Eve, sin entered
the world and corrupted every aspect of
human nature. Gilbert explains that all
people are now born with a sinful nature
and are prone to rebel against God's
authority.

This rebellion is not merely a collection
of bad behaviors; it is a fundamental
rejection of God's right to rule over our
lives. Gilbert uses strong language to
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describe this condition: we are enemies
of God, guilty before His throne, and
deserving of His judgment. The
consequences of sin are both present
and future. In the present, sin brings
brokenness, suffering, and separation
from God. In the future, it leads to
eternal punishment.

Gilbert is careful not to make this
discussion abstract. He points out that
every person, regardless of their
outward morality, is guilty before God.
Our best efforts at righteousness are like
fithy rags compared to God's holy
standard. The law of God, far from being
a means of salvation, actually serves to
expose our sin and show us our
desperate need for a Savior. This bleak
diagnosis of the human condition sets
the stage for the third point: the solution

that God Himself provides.

CHRIST: THE PERFECT SUBSTITUTE
AND VicToRrIOUS KING

The third and most substantial point in
What Is the Gospel By Greg Gilbert
focuses on Jesus Christ. Here is where
the good news comes into sharp focus.
Gilbert explains that God did not leave
humanity in its fallen state. Instead, He
sent His own Son, Jesus Christ, to
accomplish what we could not. Jesus
lived a perfect, sinless life, fully obeying
God's law on our behalf. Then, He died
on the cross as a substitute for sinners,
bearing the wrath of God that we
deserved.

But the story does not end with the
cross. Gilbert emphasizes that Jesus rose



from the dead on the third day,
demonstrating His victory over sin and
death. The resurrection validates
everything Jesus claimed about Himself
and confirms that His sacrificial death
was accepted by the Father as the
payment for sin. Jesus is now exalted as
Lord and King, reigning at the right hand
of God.

Gilbert presents the work of Christ in
clear terms: Jesus is both the perfect
substitute who takes our punishment
and the victorious King who defeats our
enemies. This dual aspect of Christ's
work is essential. As substitute, He
removes our guilt. As King, He breaks
the power of sin and gives us new life.
The cross and resurrection together form
the climatic moment of the gospel
narrative, and Gilbert insists that both

are absolutely necessary for our
salvation.

RESPONSE: FAITH AND
REPENTANCE

The fourth and final point in Gilbert's
framework addresses how individuals
receive the benefits of Christ's work. The
gospel is not merely information to be
believed; it is a message that demands a
response. Gilbert explains that the
proper response to the good news is
twofold: faith and repentance.

Faith means trusting in Jesus Christ
alone for salvation. It is not merely
believing facts about Jesus but relying on
Him personally as your Savior and Lord.
Gilbert is careful to distinguish saving
faith from mere intellectual assent. True
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faith involves a heartfelt reliance on
Christ, a commitment to follow Him, and
a confidence that His death and
resurrection are sufficient to save you.

Repentance, on the other hand, is a
turning away from sin and a turning
toward God. It is a change of mind and
heart that leads to a change in behavior.
Gilbert emphasizes that repentance is
not a one-time event but a lifelong
posture of humility and dependence on
God's grace. Both faith and repentance
are gifts from God, and they are
inseparable. You cannot have one
without the other.

Gilbert also addresses the question of
assurance. How can you know if you
have truly responded to the gospel? He
points to the fruits of genuine faith: a
growing love for God, a desire to obey

His commands, a sorrow for sin, and a
love for other believers. While our
assurance is ultimately grounded in the
promises of God rather than our own
performance, these fruits provide
evidence that our faith is genuine.

Why Greg
Gilbert's
Framework
Matters

The enduring appeal of What Is the
Gospel By Greg Gilbert lies in its clarity
and biblical fidelity. In an age where the
term "gospel" is often redefined to mean



almost anything—from social justice to
personal fulfillment to political
ideology—Gilbert calls readers back to
the biblical message. He argues that the
gospel is not primarily about what we do
for God but about what God has done for
us in Christ.

This distinction is crucial. If the gospel is
simply a message about how to live a
better life, then Christianity becomes
just another self-help program. But if the
gospel is the announcement that God
has acted decisively in history to save
sinners through the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus, then it changes
everything. Our attempts at self-
improvement are put in their proper
place, and we are freed to rest in the
finished work of Christ.

Gilbert's book also serves as a powerful

tool for evangelism. Many Christians
struggle to share their faith because
they are unclear about what the gospel
actually is. By providing a simple,
memorable framework, Gilbert equips
believers to articulate the core message
of Christianity with confidence and
accuracy. Whether you are talking to a
skeptic, a seeker, or a fellow believer,
the four-point structure of God, Man,
Christ, and Response provides a clear
roadmap for conversation.

Practical
Applications for
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Daily Life

Understanding What Is the Gospel By
Greg Gilbert is not merely an academic
exercise; it has profound implications for
how we live. Here are some practical
ways this framework can transform your
daily walk with God.

First, it deepens your worship. When
you meditate on the character of
God—His holiness, His justice, His
love—and then consider what Christ
accomplished on your behalf, worship
becomes a natural response. You begin
to see the gospel not as a one-time
transaction but as the foundation for
every moment of your life.

Second, it liberates you from
performance-based religion. Many

people, even Christians, live under the
weight of trying to earn God's favor
through their efforts. But the gospel
announces that your standing before
God is based entirely on what Jesus has
done, not on what you do. This liberating
truth frees you to serve God out of
gratitude rather than quilt.

Third, it fuels your evangelism.
When the gospel is clear in your own
mind, you become more confident and
more compassionate in sharing it with
others. You understand that people need
to hear the good news, not because they
need to be better people, but because
they need to be reconciled to their
Creator.

Fourth, it gives you hope in
suffering. The gospel does not promise
a trouble-free life, but it does guarantee



that God is working all things for your
good. Because Jesus conquered sin and
death, you can face trials with
confidence, knowing that your ultimate
future is secure in Him.

Common
Misunderstandin
gs About the
Gospel

One of the great strengths of Gilbert's
book is that it addresses common
misunderstandings about the gospel. For
instance, many people assume that the
gospel is simply "God loves you and has

10

a wonderful plan for your life." While
God's love is certainly part of the story,
Gilbert shows that this statement, taken
alone, is incomplete. The gospel also
confronts us with our sin and our need
for repentance.

Another misunderstanding is that the
gospel is primarily about moral
improvement. Some churches preach a
message that sounds like "try harder
and be better," but this is not the gospel.
The gospel is not good advice about
what we must do for God; it is good
news about what God has done for us.
The moral transformation that follows
the gospel is the fruit of salvation, not
the means of it.

Finally, some believe that the gospel is a
message of universal salvation, where
everyone eventually goes to heaven
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regardless of their response to Christ.
Gilbert firmly rejects this view, arguing
that the Bible clearly teaches that
eternal life is only available through faith
in Jesus. The gospel is an invitation, but
it is also a warning. Those who reject the
offer of salvation remain under God's
judgment.

The Lasting
Impact of the
Book

Since its publication, What Is the Gospel
By Greg Gilbert has been used by

countless churches, small groups, and
individuals to gain a clearer
understanding of the Christian message.
It has been translated into multiple
languages and has influenced a
generation of pastors and laypeople
alike. The book's enduring appeal lies in
its simplicity without being simplistic, its
depth without being inaccessible.
Critics might argue that Gilbert's
framework is too narrow, focusing only
on certain aspects of the gospel while
ignoring others, such as the kingdom of
God or the renewal of creation. However,
Gilbert himself acknowledges that the
gospel has many facets and that no
single book can cover everything. His
goal is to provide



