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INTRODUCTION TO
MAD MEN SEASON
2

W h e n  M a d  M e n
Season 2 premiered in
July  2008,  viewers
were eager to return to
the  smoky,  sharply
d r e s s e d  h a l l s  o f
Sterling Cooper. Set in
the  early  1960s,  this
season  deepens  the
p s y c h o l o g i c a l
comp lex i t y  o f  i t s
characters  against  a
backdrop  of  social
change ,  po l i t i ca l
upheaval ,  and  the
rising tide of consumer
culture.  For  fans  and
newcomers  alike,  a

thorough  Mad  Men
Season  2  Episode
Guide helps unlock the
subtle narrative layers,
recurring  motifs,  and
character  arcs  that
define  this  critically
acc la imed  ser ies .
Spanning 13 episodes,
the  season  balances
advertising  campaigns
with personal crises, all
while exploring themes
of  identity,  infidelity,
and  the  Amer ican
Dream. Whether you’re
revisiting  the  show or
watching  for  the  first
t i m e ,  t h i s  g u i d e
provides  a  detailed
breakdown  of  each
ep isode ,  key  p lo t
points,  and  thematic
undercurrents.
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OVERVIEW OF
SEASON 2: THE
MOOD OF 1962

Season  2  picks  up  in
February 1962, roughly
a year after the events
o f  S e a s o n  1 .  T h e
historical  context  is
crucial:  the  Cold  War
heats  up  w i th  the
Cuban  Missile  Crisis
l oom ing ,  and  the
K e n n e d y
administration  shapes
the national  mood.  At
Sterling  Cooper,  Don
Draper  (Jon  Hamm) is
still  grappling with his
secret  past,  while  his
marr iage  to  Betty
( J a n u a r y  J o n e s )
becomes  increasingly
strained.  Peggy  Olson
(Elisabeth  Moss)  rises
through the ranks, and
newcomer  Bobbie
B a r r e t t  ( M e l i n d a
McGraw)  adds  a  new
dynamic.  This  Mad
M e n  S e a s o n  2
Episode  Guide  will

walk you through each
i n s t a l l m e n t ,
highlighting  character
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
memorable  quotes,
a n d  t h e  s h o w ’ s
signature  blend  of
per iod  deta i l  and
emotional  realism.

Episode
1: "For
Those
Who
Think
Young"
The  season  opener
in t roduces  a  new
advertising  campaign
for  a  cigarette  brand,
but the real focus is on
c h a n g e .  D o n  a n d
Betty’s  relationship  is
fracturing,  and  Don
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begins  an  affair  with
Bobbie  Barrett,  the
wife  of  a  comedian.
T h e  e p i s o d e  a l s o
introduces  the  new
creative team member,
K u r t ,  a n d  a  n e w
secretary,  Jane.  The
t i t le  re ferences  a
popular  slogan  from
t h e  e r a ,  a n d  t h e
episode  sets  the  tone
for  a  season  about
y o u t h  v e r s u s
experience.

Key scene: Don
delivers a pitch
that taps into
rebellion against
traditional
values.
Character
moment: Peggy
struggles to
assert her
authority in the
office.

Episode
2: "Flight
1"
A  travel  ad  campaign
for  American  Airlines
provides the backdrop
as tensions mount over
Don’s  secret  identity.
The  episode  explores
the concept of escape
–  both  literal  (flight)
and emotional.  Betty’s
unease deepens, and a
subplot involving a lost
let ter  reveals  the
fragility  of  trust.  The
Mad  Men  Season  2
Episode Guide  notes
this as a turning point
for  understanding
D o n ’ s  p e r p e t u a l
restlessness.

Episode
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3: "The
Benefact

or"
This  episode  focuses
on  the  entertainment
industry, as the agency
works with a comedian
c l i e n t  w h o s e
p e r f o r m a n c e  i s
sabotaged by his wife,
Bobbie  Barrett.  Don
and  Bobbie’s  affair
intensifies,  and  Peggy
learns  a  harsh  lesson
about  office  politics.
The  episode  critiques
the  commodification  of
art  and  the  blurred
lines between personal
and professional life.

Episode
4: "Three

Sundays"
A rare Sunday episode
at the office shows the
staff  working  on  a
campaign for a laxative
brand.  The  religious
o v e r t o n e s  a r e
deliberate  –  the  three
Sundays  refer  to  the
lead-up  to  a  church
event.  This  episode
de lves  in to  gu i l t ,
c o n f e s s i o n ,  a n d
h y p o c r i s y .  B e t t y
confronts  her  own
dissatisfaction,  and
Father Gil appears as a
v o i c e  o f  m o r a l
authority.

Episode
5: "The
New Girl"
One  of  the  standout
episodes of the season,
"The New Girl" tells the
story  of  Peggy’s  early
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days at Sterling Cooper
through flashbacks. We
see  her  first  day,  the
a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e
Season  1  pregnancy,
a n d  h e r  g r o w i n g
confidence.  The
episode  also  reveals
how Don helped Peggy
k e e p  h e r  j o b ,
solidifying their unique
bond. A must-watch for
understanding  Peggy’s
transformation.

Flashback
structure: Non-
linear storytelling
enriches
character
backstory.
Symbolism: The
elevator, the
typewriter – all
tools of ambition
and escape.

Episode

6:
"Maidenf
orm"
The  men  at  the  office
o b j e c t i f y  a  b r a
mannequin,  igniting  a
feminist critique. Peggy
and  Joan  (Christina
Hendricks)  confront
their  l imited  roles.
Meanwhile,  Don’s past
catches  up  with  him
when a man from his
home town visits.  The
ep isode  exp lo res
femininity,  power,  and
identity performance.

Episode
7: "The
Gold
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Violin"
Oscar-winning  director
Tim  Burton  had  his
name attached to this
episode (though it was
directed  by  Andrew
Bernstein).  The  gold
violin  is  a  symbol  of
superficial  success.  A
new client,  a furniture
m a k e r ,  w a n t s  t o
appear  exclus ive.
Meanwhi le ,  Bet ty
discovers Don’s secret
box of  mementos and
a photograph that hints
at his true identity. The
e p i s o d e  i s  a
masterclass  in  using
ob jec t s  to  revea l
character.

Episode
8: "A

Night to
Rememb
er"
Betty  hosts  a  dinner
p a r t y  t h a t  g o e s
disastrously  wrong.
T h e  e p i s o d e  i s  a
turning  point  in  her
marriage.  Don’s  affair
is exposed, and Betty’s
fragi le  composure
shatters. The historical
backdrop  includes  the
Cuban  Missile  Crisis,
which  parallels  the
personal  crisis  in  the
Draper household. This
episode  is  often  cited
as  a  favorite  among
f a n s  o f  B e t t y ’ s
character.

Episode
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9: "Six
Month

Leave"
The death of a famous
actor (loosely based on
the  suicide  of  a  real
star) prompts reflection
on  mortality  and  the
cost of fame. Don and
Betty attend a funeral,
and Don experiences a
m o m e n t  o f
vulnerabi l i ty.  The
episode  also  follows
the office’s  handling  of
the news, revealing the
cal lousness  of  the
advertising  world.

Episode
10: "The

Inheritan
ce"
Betty’s  father  falls  ill,
and  she  travels  to
Philadelphia  with  her
brother.  Don’s  own
father issues resurface,
and he  struggles  with
the  idea  o f  fami ly
legacy.  The  episode
contrasts  a  fai l ing
family  patriarch  with
the  new life  Peggy  is
bui lding.  The  Mad
M e n  S e a s o n  2
E p i s o d e  G u i d e
highlights this as a key
e p i s o d e  f o r
understanding  the
characters’  origins.

Episode
11: "The
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Jet Set"
Don impulsively follows
a woman he meets at a
bar  to  Palm  Springs,
where he encounters a
group  of  weal thy ,
rootless  expatriates.
This  episode  feels
almost dreamlike, with
Don  shedd ing  h i s
identity.  Meanwhile,
back in New York, the
office  scrambles  to
cover for his absence.
The  episode  explores
themes  of  belonging
and  the  i l lus ion  of
freedom.

Episode
12: "The
Mountain
King"
Don  returns  to  h is
h o m e t o w n  i n

P e n n s y l v a n i a ,
confronting his past as
Dick  Whitman.  The
flashbacks  reveal  his
early life, including his
stepmother  and  the
death  of  his  brother.
This episode is  crucial
for  understanding
Don’s  psychological
m a k e u p .  I t  a l s o
provides  a  stunning
v i s u a l  c o n t r a s t
between  the  gr im
landscape of his youth
and  the  glamour  of
Madison  Avenue.

Episode
13:
"Meditati
ons in an
Emergen
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cy"
The season finale takes
its  title  from  a  Frank
O’Hara poem. Don and
Bet ty ’ s  mar r i age
collapses,  with  Betty
learning  about  Don’s
true  identity  and  his
secret child. Peggy has
a one-night stand with
a  wa i te r ,  and  he r
future is left uncertain.
The episode ends on a
note  of  melancholic
ambiguity,  a  hallmark
of  Mad  Men.  The  final
shot of Don walking out
of  the  office  is  both  a
conclusion  and  a  new
beginning.

THEMATIC
THREADS ACROSS
THE SEASON

T h i s  M a d  M e n
Season  2  Episode
G u i d e  w o u l d  b e
incomplete  without
examining the themes
that weave through the

entire season. Identity,
especial ly  the  gap
between  who  we  are
and who we pretend to
be,  dominates.  Don’s
double life is  mirrored
in Betty’s performance
o f  t h e  p e r f e c t
housewife,  Peggy’s
a d o p t i o n  o f  a
professional  persona,
a n d  e v e n  t h e  a d
campaigns  that  sell
illusions.  The  season
also grapples with the
t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n
tradit ional  values
( f a m i l y ,  c h u r c h ,
marr iage)  and  the
e m e r g i n g
counterculture  (youth
rebe l l i on ,  sexua l
liberation).  The  Cuban
Missile Crisis in Episode
8  underscores  the
ex is tent ia l  d read
lurking  beneath  the
glamorous  surface.
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Character
Develop
ment
Highlight

s
Don Draper: His
fear of being
unmasked grows,
yet he clings to
his constructed
identity. Season
2 deepens his
vulnerability.
Betty Draper:
Transforms from
a passive figure
to a woman who
demands the
truth, even if it
destroys her
world.
Peggy Olson:
Continues to rise,
but her
loneliness is

palpable. Her
relationship with
Don evolves into
a mentor-mentee
bond.
Roger Sterling:
His affair with
Jane (the new
secretary)
complicates his
marriage and his
friendship with
Don.
Joan Holloway:
Remains the
pragmatic voice
of the office, but
her own
ambitions are
constrained by
sexism.

PRODUCTION AND
CULTURAL IMPACT

Created  by  Matthew
We ine r ,  Mad  Men
Season 2 won multiple
awards,  including  the
Primetime  Emmy  for
Outstanding  Drama
Series.  The  show’s
meticulous attention to
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period detail – from the
f u r n i t u r e  t o  t h e
cigarette brands – set a
new  s tanda rd  f o r
television.  This  Mad
M e n  S e a s o n  2
E p i s o d e  G u i d e
reflects  how  the  series
used  advertising  as  a
l e n s  t o  e x a m i n e
American  values.  The
season’s  slow-burn
narrative  rewarded
patient viewers, and its
c r i t i c a l  a c c l a i m
cemented Mad Men as
a  cultural  touchstone.
The  finale,  in
particular,  sparked
endless  discussions
about Don’s future and
the  meaning  of  the
poem  “Meditations  in
an Emergency,” which
speaks  to  finding
meaning  in  chaos.

WHERE TO WATCH
AND FURTHER
RESOURCES

All  episodes  of  Mad
Men  Season  2  a re

available for streaming
on  various  platforms
( c h e c k  c u r r e n t
availability on services
like  AMC+,  Amazon
Prime Video,  or  Apple
TV).  For deeper dives,
consider  reading  Mad
Men:  The  Illustrated
World  or  listening  to
companion  podcasts.
T h i s  M a d  M e n
Season  2  Episode
Guide  i s  j u s t  t he
beg inn ing  –  each
e p i s o d e  r e w a r d s
multiple  viewings,
revealing  new  details
in  the  costumes,  set
design, and dialogue.

CONCLUSION

Season 2 of  Mad Men
stands  as  a  masterful
exploration of personal
a n d  s o c i e t a l
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .
Through the lens of the
S t e r l i n g  C o o p e r
agency,  we  witness
characters  navigating
the treacherous waters
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of  identity,  ambition,
and love, all while the
world  around  them
s h i f t s .  A
comprehensive  Mad
M e n  S e a s o n  2
E p i s o d e  G u i d e
reminds  us  why  this
series remains iconic: it
refuses to provide easy
answers ,  i ns tead
offering a mirror to our
own  complexit ies.
From  Don’s  haunting
p a s t  t o  B e t t y ’ s

a w a k e n i n g ,  f r o m
Peggy’s  ascent  to
Roger’s  follies,  every
episode contributes  to
a  rich  tapestry  that
continues to  resonate.
W h e t h e r  y o u ’ r e
r e w a t c h i n g  o r
discovering for the first
t ime,  th i s  season
invites you to sit down,
pour  a  Martini,  and
immerse  yourself  in
t h e  e x q u i s i t e
melancholy of the early
1960s.


