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INTRODUCTION TO
THE WILLIAM &
MARY TRIBE

When you think of
collegiate athletics
steeped in history,
academic rigor, and
competitive spirit, the
William And Mary
Tribe Guide serves as
the perfect starting
point. Representing the
College of William &
Mary in Williamsburg,
Virginia, the Tribe is
not just a collection of
sports teams; it is a
living tradition that
dates back to 1693. As
the second-oldest
institution of higher

learning in the United
States, William & Mary
has cultivated an
athletic program that
balances elite
competition with the
highest standards of
academic

achievement. Whether
you are a prospective
student-athlete, a
devoted fan, or a
sports  historian,
understanding the
Tribe means
appreciating a legacy
built on perseverance,
pride, and excellence.
This guide will take you
through the history,
the major programs,
the traditions, and the
future of one of the
most respected mid-
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major athletic
programs in the nation.

THE HISTORY AND
LEGACY OF
WILLIAM & MARY
ATHLETICS

The William & Mary
Tribe has a storied past
that mirrors the growth
of American college
sports itself. The
college fielded its first
intercollegiate team in
the late 19th century,
and by the early
1900s, athletics had
become a central part
of campus life. Over
the decades, the Tribe
has produced
legendary coaches,
Hall of Fame athletes,
and unforgettable
moments that have
shaped the landscape
of collegiate
competition. Notably,
William & Mary was a
founding member of
the Southern
Conference before

becoming a charter
member of the Atlantic
Coast Conference
(ACC) in 1953,
Although the college
left the ACC in 1977 to
pursue a model that
prioritized academic
alignment and regional
rivalries, the decision
has allowed the Tribe
to thrive in the Colonial
Athletic Association
(CAA), now known as
the Coastal Athletic
Association, where it
continues to compete
at a high level.

The name "Tribe" itself
reflects a deep sense
of community and
shared purpose.
Adopted officially in the
early 20th century, the
moniker represents
unity, loyalty, and the
collective strength of
the student-athletes,
alumni, and fans. The
mascot, a green and
gold Griffin, symbolizes
vigilance, courage, and
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the merging of intellect
and athleticism. The
colors—College Green
and Silver, often
referred to as
gold—are instantly
recognizable at Zable
Stadium, Kaplan Arena,
and on the road.

Conferen
ce
Affiliation
s and
Competiti
ve
Landscap
e

Today, the William &
Mary Tribe competes
primarily in the Coastal
Athletic Association

(CAA) for most sports,
with football being a
member of the CAA
Football Conference, a
separate entity under
the NCAA Division |
Football Championship
Subdivision (FCS). The
Tribe also has
affiliations  with  the
Eastern Intercollegiate
Gymnastics League
and the Mid-American
Conference for certain
sports. This conference
alignment places
William & Mary in a
highly competitive
environment where
they regularly face off
against other strong
academic institutions
such as James Madison
University, the
University of Delaware,
and Towson University.
The balance of power
in the CAA shifts year
to year, but the Tribe
consistently remains a
contender, thanks to
strong recruiting and a



development-focused
coaching philosophy.

MAJOR SPORTS
PROGRAMS
WITHIN THE TRIBE

A comprehensive
William And Mary
Tribe Guide would be
incomplete without a
deep dive into the
marquee programs
that define the athletic
department. While
every sport contributes
to the Tribe's identity,
several stand out for
their history, success,
and national
recognition.

William &
Mary
Football

Tribe football is a
source of immense
pride. Playing at Zable
Stadium, which opened

in 1935 and has
undergone multiple
renovations, the team
has a tradition of
producing NFL-caliber
talent despite
competing at the FCS
level. The program is
known for its
disciplined, pro-style
offense and tenacious
defense. Over the
years, William & Mary
has made numerous
appearances in the FCS
playoffs, with deep
runs that have put the
program in the national
spotlight. Legendary
coach Jimmye Laycock
led the program for
nearly four decades,
and his influence is still
felt today. Current
head coach Mike
London has continued
that legacy,
emphasizing
toughness,

intelligence, and
community
involvement. The
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Tribe's rivalry with the
University of
Richmond, known as
the Capital Cup, is one
of the most intense in
FCS football, drawing
large crowds and
generating significant
local interest.

Men's
and
Women's
Basketbal
|

Basketball at William &
Mary has a unique
identity. The men's
basketball program, in
particular, is known for
its "Tribe Way"—a
philosophy that values
three-point shooting,
ball movement, and
defensive versatility.
Playing at Kaplan

Arena, the team has a
history of upsetting
higher-seeded
opponents and
producing NBA talent,
most notably Hall of
Famer Bill Chambers
and current star
Nathan Knight. The
women's basketball
program has also seen
tremendous success,
regularly competing for
CAA championships
and making NCAA
tournament
appearances. Both
programs emphasize
academic success, with
numerous players
earning Academic All-
America honors. The
atmosphere at Kaplan
Arena on game night is
electric, driven by the
spirited student section
known as the "Tribe
Fans United."



Soccer,

lacrosse team, in
particular, has a
storied history of

La CrOSS@ess. consistently

and

Olympit

Sports

The Tribe's Olympic
sports are where the
department truly
shines. Women's
soccer has been a
perennial powerhouse
in the CAA, winning
multiple conference
titles and advancing
deep into the NCAA
tournament. The men's
soccer program is
equally competitive,
known for its technical
skill and tactical
discipline. Lacrosse,
both men's and
women's, has a strong
following at William &
Mary. The women's

rankirfg among the top
programs in the nation.
Field hockey,
volleyball, swimming
diving, track and
field, golf, tennis, and
gymnastics all
contribute to the
Tribe's overall athletic
excellence. These
programs often
produce conference
champions and All-
Americans, showcasing
the depth of talent
across the department.

Baseball
and
Softball

Baseball at William &
Mary is played at
Plumeri Park, a facility
that has hosted NCAA

6 William And Mary Tribe Guide 2025-04-17



William And Mary Tribe Guide 7

regionals. The Tribe
baseball program has a
reputation for
developing pitchers
and hitters who go on
to professional careers.
The team plays a
competitive non-
conference schedule,
often facing ACC and
SEC opponents, which
prepares them well for
CAA play. Softball,
playing at the Plumeri
Softball Stadium, has
also been a consistent
contender, with strong
pitching and timely
hitting leading to
conference

championships and
NCAA tournament
berths.

TRADITIONS THAT
DEFINE THE GAME
DAY EXPERIENCE

Attending a William &
Mary sporting event is
about more than
watching the game; it
is about participating

in traditions that have
been cherished for
generations. One of the
most beloved traditions
is the "March to the
Stadium," where the
William & Mary
Marching Tribe leads
fans from the Sunken
Garden through the
Wren Building and
down to Zable Stadium
before football games.
The procession is a
visual spectacle, with
the band playing the
fight song "Tribe Fight
Never Dies" and the
crowd chanting along.
Another highlight is the
"Alma Mater" sung
after every home win,
a moment of reflection
and gratitude that
connects past and
present.

The Griffin mascot is a
central figure at all
athletic events,
engaging with fans,
leading cheers, and
posing for photos. The



"Tribe Spirit" is evident
in the sea of green and
gold that fills the
stands. Tailgating is a
cherished tradition,
with families, students,
and alumni gathering
in the parking lots
hours before kickoff.
The William & Mary
"“Tribe Fan" is known

for being
knowledgeable,
respectful, and

passionate, creating an
environment that is
both competitive and
welcoming.

NOTABLE
ATHLETES AND
ALUMNI

The William And
Mary Tribe Guide
must highlight the
extraordinary

individuals who have
worn the green and
gold. The Ilist of
distinguished athletes
is long and varied. In
football, names like

Mike Tomlin, the head
coach of the Pittsburgh
Steelers, and Darren
Sharper, a Super Bowl-
winning safety, stand
out. Tomlin, a wide
receiver for the Tribe in
the 1990s, has often
credited his time at
William & Mary for
shaping his coaching
philosophy. Other
notable football alumni
include Sean
McDermott, head
coach of the Buffalo
Bills, and offensive
tackle Chris Morris.

In basketball, Bill
Chambers remains a
legend, having set the
NCAA single-game
rebounding record with
51 rebounds in 1953.
More recently, Nathan
Knight was a dominant
force in the paint,
earning CAA Player of
the Year honors before
embarking on an NBA
career. The women's
basketball program has
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produced stars like
Elena Delle Donne,
though she ultimately
transferred, and
current WNBA players
who have made their
mark on the
professional stage.

Beyond the major
sports, Olympic sports
have produced their
share of luminaries.
Gymnast Kirsten
Johnson, soccer players
like Rachel Corboz, and
lacrosse standouts
have all gone on to
represent their
countries or play
professionally. The
Tribe's commitment to
developing the whole
person is evident in the
success of its alumni,
who excel not only in
athletics but also in
business, medicine,
law, and public service.

FACILITIES AND
TRAINING

INFRASTRUCTURE

William & Mary has
invested significantly in
its athletic facilities to
ensure that student-
athletes have access to
the best possible
training and
competition

environments. Zable
Stadium, with a
capacity of over
12,000, has undergone
recent upgrades
including new turf,
lighting, and premium
seating areas. Kaplan

Arena, which seats
over 8,000 for
basketball, offers a

state-of-the-art playing
surface, video boards,
and locker rooms. The
Jimmye Laycock
Football Center
provides a dedicated
practice facility, weight

room, and team
meeting spaces.
Plumeri Park for
baseball and the



Plumeri Softball
Stadium are both
regarded as some of
the best mid-major
facilities in the country.
The Adair Hall and the
Student Recreation
Center offer additional
training and wellness
resources. These
facilities are a
testament to the
college's commitment
to supporting its
athletes at the highest
level.

ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE AND
THE STUDENT-
ATHLETE
EXPERIENCE

One of the defining
characteristics of the
William & Mary Tribe is
the emphasis on
academics. The college
is consistently ranked
among the top public
universities in the
nation, and its student-
athletes are held to the
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same rigorous
standards as the
general student body.
The Tribe boasts one of
the highest Graduation
Success Rates (GSR) in
Division | athletics, a
point of pride for the
department. Academic
support services,
including tutoring,
study halls, and
academic advising, are
provided to help
athletes balance their
demanding schedules.
Many Tribe athletes go
on to pursue graduate
degrees or enter
competitive
professional fields. This
balance of athletics
and academics is often
cited as a key reason
why families choose
William & Mary for
their student-athletes.

HOW TO GET
INVOLVED AS A
FAN OR
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SUPPORTER

Whether you are a
local resident, a
prospective student, or
an alumnus, there are
many ways to support
the Tribe. Season
tickets are available for
football, basketball,
and other sports,
providing excellent
value and priority
seating. The William
& Mary Tribe Club is
the fundraising arm of

the athletic
department,  offering
opportunities for
donations, corporate
partnerships, and
legacy giving.

Attending games is the
most direct way to
show support, but fans
can also follow the
team on social media,
watch games on
FloSports or local
broadcasts, and listen
to radio broadcasts.
The Tribe Athletics
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website is the central
hub for schedules,
news, and ticket
information. For those
who cannot make it to
Williamsburg, virtual
fan experiences and
alumni events are held
throughout the year.

LOOKING AHEAD:
THE FUTURE OF
THE TRIBE

The future of William &
Mary athletics is bright.
With continued
investment in facilities,
a strong coaching staff,
and a commitment to
the student-athlete
experience, the Tribe is
poised for sustained
success. The evolving
landscape of college

athletics, including
name, image, and
likeness (NIL)

opportunities and
conference

realignment, presents
both challenges and

opportunities. William



& Mary has embraced
NIL by providing
resources and
education for its
athletes, ensuring they
can benefit from their
personal brands. The
college's leadership
remains committed to
the Division | model,
believing that the Tribe
can continue to
compete at a high level
while maintaining its
academic integrity. The
recruitment of talented
student-athletes who
value the combination
of a world-class
education and
competitive athletics
will remain the
cornerstone of the
program.
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CONCLUSION

In summary, the
William & Mary Tribe
represents everything
that is admirable about
college sports: a deep
respect for history, a
commitment to
excellence, a balance
of academics and
athletics, and a
passionate community
of supporters. From the
iconic green and gold
uniforms to the roar of
the crowd at Zable
Stadium, the Tribe
experience is one of
pride and purpose.
Whether you are
exploring this guide as
a
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