
Lesson Plan Template Using Charlotte
Danielson 1

Lesson Plan
Template Using
Charlotte Danielson

Lesson Plan
Template
Using
Charlotte
Danielson

Downloaded from
web1.enteraskincare.com

by Harry & Raiden

INTRODUCTION:
ELEVATING
INSTRUCTION
WITH
INTENTIONAL
PLANNING

Every  experienced
educator  knows  that
the difference between
a  good  lesson  and  a
great one often comes
down to the quality of
preparation  behind  it.
While  spontaneity  and
charisma  have  their
place in the classroom,
they  cannot  replace
t h e  s t r u c t u r a l

backbone  of  a  well-
designed  lesson  plan.
For  decades,  teachers
h a v e  s o u g h t
frameworks  that  not
only  organize  content
b u t  a l s o  e l e v a t e
teaching practice. One
of the most respected
and  widely  adopted
models in this regard is
t h e  C h a r l o t t e
D a n i e l s o n
F r a m e w o r k  f o r
Teach ing .  W h e n
educa to r s  seek  a
reliable  Lesson  Plan
Template  Us ing
Charlotte  Danielson,
they  are  not  just  filling
out  a  form;  they  are
c o m m i t t i n g  t o  a
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philosophy of teaching
t h a t  e m p h a s i z e s
clar i ty ,  r igor ,  and
reflective  practice.
This  article  explores
t h e  e s s e n t i a l
components of building
a lesson plan template
a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e
Danielson  Framework.
Whether  you  are  a
novice teacher building
your  first  unit  or  a
veteran  instructional
coach  looking  to  refine
t e a m  p l a n n i n g ,
understanding  how  to
structure  a  lesson
around  Danielson's
four  domains  w i l l
t r a n s f o r m  y o u r
approach. We will walk
t h r o u g h  t h e  k e y
e l e m e n t s  e v e r y
t e m p l a t e  s h o u l d
inc lude,  why  each
component  matters,
a n d  h o w  t o  a v o i d
common  pitfalls.  By
the end, you will have
a  thorough,  practical
understanding  of  how

to  create  and  use  a
L e s s o n  P l a n
Template  Us ing
Charlotte  Danielson
t h a t  g e n u i n e l y
suppor ts  s tudent
learning.

WHAT IS THE
CHARLOTTE
DANIELSON
FRAMEWORK FOR
TEACHING?

D e v e l o p e d  b y
educational  consultant
Charlotte  Danielson,
the  Framework  for
Teach ing  ( o f t e n
abbreviated as FFT) is
a research-based set of
c o m p o n e n t s  o f
i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t
outlines  what  effective
teaching looks like. It is
widely used for teacher
e v a l u a t i o n ,
p r o f e s s i o n a l
development,  and
instructional  planning.
The framework divides
teaching  into  four
d o m a i n s ,  e a c h
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containing  several
componen t s  tha t
describe  specific
t e a c h i n g
responsibil it ies.

The Four
Domains
at a
Glance

Domain 1:
Planning and
Preparation –
This domain
focuses on the
work teachers do
before they enter
the classroom. It
includes
knowledge of
content,
understanding of
students,
instructional
outcomes,
resources, lesson
design, and

student
assessment.
Domain 2:
Classroom
Environment –
This domain
covers the
culture and
climate of the
classroom,
including
teacher-student
interactions,
expectations for
behavior, and
the physical
space.
Domain 3:
Instruction –
This is the
execution phase.
It includes
engaging
students in
learning, using
questioning and
discussion
techniques,
demonstrating
flexibility, and
providing
feedback.
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Domain 4:
Professional
Responsibilitie
s – This domain
looks beyond the
classroom,
encompassing
reflection,
communication
with families,
professional
growth, and
record-keeping.

When we talk about a
L e s s o n  P l a n
Template  Us ing
Charlotte  Danielson,
w e  a r e  p r i m a r i l y
drawing from Domain
1  (P lanning  and
P r e p a r a t i o n ) .
However,  the  most
effective  templates
also include spaces to
consider how the plan
w i l l  p l a y  o u t  i n
Doma ins  2  and  3 ,
e n s u r i n g  t h a t
preparation  directly
supports  execution.

WHY USE A
DANIELSON-
ALIGNED LESSON
PLAN TEMPLATE?

Many  schoo ls  and
d i s t r i c t s  r e q u i r e
teachers to use specific
lesson  plan  formats,
often aligned with their
evaluation system. But
beyond  compliance,
there  are  powerful
pedagogical reasons to
adopt  a  temp la te
g r o u n d e d  i n
Danielson's  work.
F i r s t ,  i t  f o r c e s
intentionality.  The
f r a m e w o r k  a s k s
teachers  to  articulate
not just what students
will  do,  but  why  they
are doing it and how it
connects  to  broader
lea rn ing  goa l s .  A
L e s s o n  P l a n
Template  Us ing
Charlotte  Danielson
includes  sections  for
instructional outcomes,
assessments,  and
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differentiation,  all  of
w h i c h  r e q u i r e
t h o u g h t f u l
consideration.
Second, it promotes
coherence.  When
objectives,  activities,
assessments,  and
standards  are  clearly
l i nked  w i th in  the
template,  lessons  feel
cohesive  rather  than
disjointed.  Students
benefit  from  a  clear
learning  progression.
Third,  it  supports
reflective  practice.
B e c a u s e  t h e
framework emphasizes
evidence and analysis,
a  Danielson-aligned
t e m p l a t e  o f t e n
includes  space  for
post-lesson  reflection.
This habit of examining
what worked and what
could  improve  is  a
h a l l m a r k  o f
professional growth.
Finally,  it  creates a
common  language.

When all teachers in a
school  use  a  similar
template based on the
same  f ramework ,
collaborative  planning,
peer observations, and
coaching conversations
become more  focused
and productive.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF A LESSON PLAN
TEMPLATE USING
CHARLOTTE
DANIELSON

A  truly  effective
L e s s o n  P l a n
Template  Us ing
Charlotte  Danielson
is  not  a simple list  of
dates and activities. It
i s  a  s t r u c t u r e d
document  that  guides
teachers  through  the
critical  decisions  of
planning.  Below  are
the  essential  sections
every  such  template
should  include,  along
with  explanations  of
their  purpose.
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1. Clear
Learning
Outcome
s and
Standard
s
Alignmen
t
Every  lesson  begins
with  the  destination.
The  template  must
include  a  space  for
measurable learning
objectives  that  are
d i r e c t l y  t i e d  t o
academic  standards
(such  as  Common
Core,  state  standards,
o r  d i s t r i c t
b e n c h m a r k s ) .  I n
Danielson's terms, this

c o n n e c t s  t o
Component 1c: Setting
I n s t r u c t i o n a l
O u t c o m e s .  T h e
outcomes  should  be
specific,  observable,
and appropriate for the
age  and  readiness
level of the students.
Example: "Students will
be able to analyze how
an  author  develops  a
character's  point  of
view over the course of
a  chap te r ,  c i t i ng
textual  evidence  to
support their analysis."

2.
Knowledg
e of
Students
and
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Differenti
ation
Strategie

s
G r e a t  p l a n n i n g
a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e
learners  in  the  room.
C o m p o n e n t  1 b :
D e m o n s t r a t i n g
Knowledge of Students
requires  teachers  to
consider students' prior
knowledge,  cultural
backgrounds,  learning
needs, and interests. A
good template includes
a  section  for  noting
these  factors  and
d e s c r i b i n g  h o w
instruct ion  wi l l  be
differentiated  to  meet
varied  needs.  This
m i g h t  i n c l u d e
modifications  for
Eng l i sh  language
learners, students with

IEPs,  or  advanced
learners.

3.
Instructio
nal
Materials
and
Resource
s
What  resources  will
support  the  lesson?
Th is  goes  beyond
textbooks  to  include
t e c h n o l o g y ,
manipulatives,  graphic
organizers,  primary
sources, or community
e x p e r t s .  L i s t i n g
resources  in  advance
( C o m p o n e n t  1 d )
e n s u r e s  t h a t
everything is prepared
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b e f o r e  c l a s s ,
minimizing disruptions.
The  template  should
have  a  ded ica ted
space  for  this.

4. Lesson
Structure
and
Sequence
with
Timing
This is the heart of the
plan:  a  step-by-step
outline  of  the  lesson
from  start  to  finish.  A
L e s s o n  P l a n
Template  Us ing
Charlotte  Danielson
typically  includes  an
opening/hook,  direct
instruction  or  guided
exploration,  student
practice  (independent

or collaborative), and a
closing or formative
check.  Each  segment
s h o u l d  i n c l u d e
e s t i m a t e d  t i m e
allocations. This aligns
with  Component  1e:
Designing  Coherent
Instruction.

5.
Formativ
e and
Summati
ve
Assessme
nt Plans
Assessment  is  not  an
afterthought.  The
template must include
how  learning  will  be
monitored  during  the
lesson  ( format ive
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assessment) and after
i t  ( s u m m a t i v e
assessment  or  exit
tickets). Component 1f:
Designing  Student
A s s e s s m e n t s
e m p h a s i z e s  t h a t
assessments should be
aligned with outcomes
and  used  to  gu ide
instruction. Including a
s imp le  check l i s t ,
rubric,  or  exit  ticket
prompt  with in  the
t e m p l a t e  h e l p s
t e a c h e r s  s e e
assessment as part of
the learning cycle.

6.
Questioni
ng and
Discussio

n
Techniqu
es
While this is technically
p a r t  o f  D o m a i n  3
(Instruction),  planning
f o r  h i g h - q u a l i t y
questions in advance is
e s s e n t i a l .  M a n y
D a n i e l s o n - b a s e d
templates  include  a
s e c t i o n  f o r  k e y
questions that will be
posed  du r i ng  the
lesson, including open-
ended  prompts  that
encourage  crit ical
thinking.  Planning
q u e s t i o n s  a h e a d
ensu res  t hey  a re
purposeful and not just
random.

7.
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Reflection
Space
A f te r  t he  l e s son ,
teachers should have a
space  to  reflect  on
what  happened.  This
could include notes on
student  engagement,
areas  where  students
struggled,  pac ing
i s s u e s ,  a n d
adjustments for  future
ins t ruc t i on .  Th i s
connects  directly  to
Domain  4a:  Reflecting
o n  T e a c h i n g .  A
template that includes
t h i s  s e c t i o n
encourages  the  habit
o f  c o n t i n u o u s
improvement.

SAMPLE LESSON
PLAN TEMPLATE
USING CHARLOTTE
DANIELSON

Below  is  a  practical
template structure that
incorporates all  of  the

above  elements.  You
can  adapt  this  to  fit
your  g rade  leve l ,
sub ject  area ,  and
district requirements.

Lesson
Title:
[Insert
Title]
G r a d e  L e v e l  /
Subject:
Date:
Duration:

Standard
s
Alignmen
t

List specific
academic
standards
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addressed in this
lesson.

Learning
Objective
s
(Students
will be
able to...)

Objective 1
Objective 2

Knowledg
e of
Students
/

Differenti
ation

Prior knowledge
assumed
Modifications for
specific learners
(ELL, IEP,
advanced)

Instructio
nal
Materials
&
Resource
s

List all materials,
technology,
handouts, links.
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Lesson
Sequence

Opening (51.
min): Hook,
connection to
prior learning,
introduction of
objective.
Direct2.
Instruction /
Modeling (10
min): Teacher-
led explanation,
think-aloud, or
demonstration.
Guided3.
Practice (10
min): Students
work with
teacher support,
using structured
prompts.
Independent or4.
Collaborative
Practice (15
min): Students
apply learning in
pairs, groups, or
individually.

Closing /5.
Formative
Check (5 min):
Exit ticket, quick
write, share-out,
or brief quiz.

Key
Questions
to Guide
Discussio
n

Question 1
Question 2
Question 3

Assessme
nt Plan

Formative: How
will you check
understanding
during the
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lesson? (e.g.,
observation,
questioning, exit
ticket)
Summative:
How will you
measure student
achievement of
the objective?
(e.g., quiz,
project rubric,
written response)

Reflection
(Complet
e after
the
lesson)

What went well?
What challenges
arose?
What would you
change for next
time?
Notes on student

understanding
and
engagement.

HOW TO USE A
DANIELSON-
ALIGNED
TEMPLATE
EFFECTIVELY

Having  a  template  is
only  the  first  step.  To
maximize  its  value,
consider  these  best
practices.

Start with
the
Standard
s and
Outcome
s
Do  not  beg in  w i th
activities.  Begin  with
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the  question:  "What
should  students  know
and be able to do by
the end of this lesson?"
Work  backward  from
that goal. The Lesson
Plan Template Using
Charlotte  Danielson
is designed to support
backward  des ign
thinking.

Be
Specific
in Your
Differenti
ation
Instead  of  wr i t ing
"differentiate  as
needed , "  spec i f y
exactly  how  you  will
support  different
groups.  For  example:
"Provide  a  graphic
o r g a n i z e r  w i t h
sentence  starters  for

E L L  s t u d e n t s .
Challenge  advanced
s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a n
extension question that
requires synthesis."

Plan Your
Questions
in
Advance
Great  discussions  do
n o t  h a p p e n  b y
accident.  Write  down
two  or  three  open-
ended  questions  that
wi l l  push  students
beyond  recall.  Include
a  m i x  o f  l i t e r a l ,
i n f e r e n t i a l ,  a n d
evaluative questions.

Use the
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Reflection
Section

Honestly
The  reflection  section
i s  n o t  j u s t  f o r
administrators.  It  is  a
professional tool. Write
honest  observations
about what worked and
what  did  not.  Over
time,  these  reflections
become  a  valuable
record of  your  growth
as a teacher.

Collabora
te with
Colleague
s
Share  your  template
with  your  professional
learning  community

(PLC).  When  multiple
teachers use the same
format,  collaborative
planning  becomes
more efficient. You can
compare notes on what
works  and  refine
lessons  together.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
USING A
DANIELSON-BASED
TEMPLATE

Even the best template
can be misused.  Here
are  pitfalls  to  watch
for.

Treating
the
Template
as a
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Checklist
Filling  out  every  box
with  minimal  effort
defeats  the  purpose.
The  templa te  i s  a
thinking  tool,  not  a

p a p e r w o r k
requirement.  If  you
write vague objectives
l ike  "students  wi l l
understand,"  you  are
not fully engaging with
the framework. Push


