
Benjamin Franklin 1

Benjamin Franklin

Benjamin Franklin

Downloaded from
web1.enteraskincare.com by Curtis &

Rivas

THE ENDURING LEGACY OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN:
PRINTER, SCIENTIST, AND STATESMAN

Very few figures in American history command the same level of
universal respect and fascination as Benjamin Franklin. He was a
man of  seemingly infinite talents,  a polymath who excelled as a
printer, scientist, inventor, diplomat, and philosopher. To merely
call him a Founding Father is to understate his profound influence
on the modern world. This article explores the multifaceted life of
Benjamin  Franklin,  examining  his  contributions  to  science,
politics, and society, and explaining why his legacy remains as
relevant today as it was in the 18th century.
Franklin’s life story is the quintessential American narrative of
self-improvement and relentless curiosity.  Born into a modest
family, he rose to become one of the most influential men of his
era.  This  journey from a candle  maker’s  son to  a  celebrated
diplomat and intellectual titan provides a compelling blueprint for
personal growth and civic engagement. Let us delve into the key
chapters of his remarkable life, from his early apprenticeship to
his final days as a revered elder statesman.

Early Life and the
Apprenticeship of a Prodigy
Benjamin  Franklin  was  born  on  January  17,  1706,  in  Boston,
Massachusetts,  the  fifteenth  child  of  Josiah  Franklin,  a  soap  and
candle maker. From a very young age, Franklin demonstrated a
voracious appetite for reading and learning, a trait that set him
apart from his peers. His father initially intended for him to enter
the  clergy,  but  the  family’s  financial  constraints  made  formal
education a luxury they could not afford. After only two years of
formal schooling, young Benjamin was put to work in the family
shop.
His aversion to the tallow trade was clear, so his father arranged
an apprenticeship with Benjamin’s older brother, James, who ran
a  printing  press.  This  decision  would  prove  to  be  a  pivotal
moment in the history of the American colonies. At the age of
twelve, Benjamin Franklin signed an indenture to serve as an
apprentice printer. This environment was a perfect fit for a young
man  who  loved  books.  He  devoured  every  manuscript  and
publication that came through the shop, using the opportunity to
educate himself in a wide range of subjects, from philosophy to
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science.
This  period  also  marked  his  first  foray  into  writing.  Under  the
pseudonym Silence Dogood, a fictional widow, Franklin secretly
wrote  and  submitted  witty,  satirical  letters  to  his  brother’s
newspaper, the New England Courant. These letters were well-
received,  showcasing  Franklin’s  sharp  wit  and  literary  talent.
However, tension with his brother grew, and after a series of
disputes,  Franklin  eventually  fled  Boston,  seeking  a  new  life  in
Philadelphia.

The Rise of a Master Printer
in Philadelphia
Arriving in Philadelphia in 1723, young Benjamin Franklin was a
poor, hungry, and disheveled stranger. Yet, his intelligence and
work ethic quickly caught the attention of the city’s prominent
figures. He found work in a local print shop and soon established
himself  as the most skilled printer in the colonies.  Through a
combination  of  shrewd  business  sense,  tireless  labor,  and
frugality,  Franklin  eventually  founded  his  own  printing
partnership.
His most famous publication was Poor Richard’s Almanack, which
he  began  publishing  in  1732  under  the  pseudonym  Richard
Saunders.  This  annual  almanac  became  a  massive  success,
second only to the Bible in popularity in the colonies. It was a
treasure  trove  of  practical  advice,  weather  forecasts,  and
timeless aphorisms like "A penny saved is a penny earned"

and "Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy,
wealthy,  and  wise."  Through  this  publication,  Benjamin
Franklin  became  a  wealthy  man,  but  more  importantly,  he
became a moral teacher for a young nation, promoting virtues of
industry, thrift, and prudence.
His  printing  business  became  the  financial  engine  that  allowed
him to pursue his other passions. By his early 40s, Franklin had
effectively  retired  from  the  daily  operation  of  his  print  shop,
turning  it  over  to  a  foreman.  This  gave  him  the  financial
independence and, crucially, the time to dedicate himself fully to
scientific  inquiry  and  public  service.  This  transition  from
businessman  to  gentleman  of  science  is  one  of  the  most
remarkable aspects of his biography.

The Scientist and Inventor:
Taming Lightning and More
The  popular  image  of  Benjamin  Franklin  flying  a  kite  in  a
thunderstorm  is  one  of  the  most  iconic  moments  in  scientific
history. This daring experiment, conducted in 1752, was designed
to prove that lightning was a form of electricity. The experiment
was  a  resounding  success.  Franklin  showed  that  lightning
possessed the same properties as static electricity, including the
ability to be grounded by a metal rod.
This  discovery  led  directly  to  one  of  his  most  important
inventions: the lightning rod. By placing a pointed metal rod on
top of a building and connecting it to the ground with a wire,
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Franklin demonstrated that a building could be protected from
the  devastating  fires  caused  by  lightning  strikes.  This  invention
was a triumph of practical science that saved countless lives and
properties across the globe.
His  scientific  contributions,  however,  extended  far  beyond
electricity.  Benjamin  Franklin  was  also  a  prolific  inventor  whose
creations were born of necessity and observation. His inventions
include:

The Franklin Stove: A more efficient heating stove that
produced more heat with less fuel, reducing smoke in
homes.
Bifocal Glasses: Frustrated by having to switch between
two pairs of spectacles, Franklin crafted lenses that allowed
him to see both near and far.
The Glass Harmonica: A musical instrument made of
spinning glass bowls that produced an ethereal, haunting
sound.
Swim Fins: Early versions of hand paddles for swimming,
designed to increase propulsion.
A Flexible Urinary Catheter: Created to help his brother
who suffered from kidney stones.

Beyond inventions, Franklin made significant contributions to the
understanding  of  ocean  currents  (mapping  the  Gulf  Stream),
meteorology (tracking storm paths), and population studies. His
scientific method was always driven by curiosity and a desire to
improve the human condition. He was not a cloistered academic;
he was a citizen-scientist who shared his findings freely with the

world, famously refusing to patent any of his inventions, believing
that "as we enjoy great advantages from the inventions of others,
we should be glad of  an opportunity  to  serve others  by any
invention of ours."

Building the Civic
Foundation of Philadelphia
Benjamin Franklin’s genius was not confined to the laboratory or
the  printing  press.  He  was  a  tireless  civic  reformer  who
fundamentally shaped the city of Philadelphia and, by extension,
American society.  His  philosophy was rooted in  the idea that
individuals have a duty to contribute to the common good. He
founded or significantly contributed to an astonishing number of
civic institutions that are still active today.
In 1731, he established the Library Company of Philadelphia,
the first subscription library in the American colonies. This was a
radical idea—that citizens could pool their resources to buy books
for everyone to use. This concept of a public library system was a
cornerstone of democratic enlightenment.
His  relentless  civic  energy  continued.  He  organized  the  first
volunteer fire company in the colonies (the Union Fire Company)
and  later  helped  create  the  first  fire  insurance  company  (the
Philadelphia Contributionship). Recognizing the need for a trained
militia, he founded the Pennsylvania militia to defend the colony
against  French  and  Spanish  threats.  He  also  spearheaded  a
campaign to pave, clean, and light the streets of Philadelphia,
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making them safer and more navigable.
His  greatest  educational  contribution was the founding of  the
Academy and College of Philadelphia in 1749. This institution
was a revolutionary departure from the classical colleges of the
era.  Franklin’s  curriculum  emphasized  practical  subjects  like
mathematics,  accounting,  navigation,  and  modern  languages,
alongside the traditional classics. This school eventually evolved
into  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  most
prestigious universities in the world. In 1743, he also founded the
American  Philosophical  Society,  the  first  learned  society  in
America,  which  served  as  a  national  hub  for  scientific  and
intellectual  exchange.

The Statesman and
Diplomat on the World
Stage
While  Francis  Hopkinson  is  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of
Independence,  Benjamin  Franklin’s  political  career  was  even
more  extensive  and  impactful.  As  the  tensions  between  the
American colonies and Great Britain escalated in the 1760s and
1770s, Franklin was deployed as a colonial agent in London. He
represented the interests of Pennsylvania, Georgia, New Jersey,
and  Massachusetts,  trying  to  bridge  the  widening  gap  and
prevent  war.  It  was  a  frustrating  and ultimately  unsuccessful
mission, but it gave him a deep understanding of both the British

political system and the growing chasm between the two sides.
Upon returning to America, he was immediately swept into the
revolutionary movement. He served on the Committee of Five
charged  with  drafting  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  offering
his  wise  editorial  hand  to  Thomas  Jefferson’s  draft.  Despite  his
advanced age (70 in 1776), he was chosen as one of the most
critical diplomats of the fledgling nation.
Franklin was sent to France as the American minister. He was an
immediate  sensation.  French  society  was  enamored  with  the
humble, witty, and brilliant American who spoke their language
and  played  the  scientific  genius.  His  fur  cap  and  plain  clothes
became iconic symbols of the virtuous, uncorrupted New World.
Benjamin  Franklin  skillfully  negotiated  the  Treaty  of
Alliance with France in 1778,  a military and financial alliance
that was absolutely essential  for the survival of the American
Revolution.
His diplomatic crowning achievement came in 1783 when he was
a  leading  negotiator  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  which  formally
ended  the  Revolutionary  War  and  secured  American
independence. Even in his final years, his wisdom was sought for
the Constitutional Convention of 1787. Though physically frail, his
presence was a vital unifying force. He was the only Founding
Father  to  sign  all  four  major  documents  of  the  American
founding: the Declaration of Independence, the Treaty of Alliance
with France, the Treaty of Paris, and the U.S. Constitution.
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The Final Years and an
Immortal Legacy
Benjamin Franklin died on April 17, 1790, in Philadelphia at the
age of 84. His funeral was one of the largest ever seen in the city,
attended by over 20,000 mourners. He was laid to rest in the
Christ Church Burial Ground. The epigraph on his grave, which he
wrote himself, calls him simply "Benjamin Franklin, Printer," a
humble epitaph for a man of such towering achievement.
His  legacy  is  difficult  to  overstate.  Franklin  was  a  walking
embodiment  of  the  Enlightenment.  He  believed  in  reason,
science, tolerance, and the perfectibility of society. He helped
define  what  it  meant  to  be  an  American:  a  self-made  person,
practical  yet  idealistic,  pragmatic  yet  deeply  concerned  with
public virtue.
From  a  modern  perspective,  we  can  see  his  flaws,  particularly
regarding slavery. While he later in life became an abolitionist, he
had  owned  slaves  earlier.  He  is  a  complex  figure,  but  it  is  this

very  complexity  that  makes  him  so  fascinating.  He  was
constantly striving to improve himself and his world, a process he
meticulously  documented  in  his  famous  Autobiography  of
Benjamin  Franklin,  which  remains  a  classic  of  American
literature and a template for self-help.
In  science,  his  discoveries  laid  the  foundation  for  modern
electrical  engineering.  In  politics,  his  diplomacy  shaped  the
geopolitical landscape. In civic life, he created institutions that
continue  to  educate,  protect,  and  enrich  us.  The  life  of
Benjamin Franklin serves as an enduring reminder of what
one person can achieve with talent,  hard work,  and a
commitment to the greater good. He was not a perfect man,
but he was a perfect expression of the potential of the human
spirit.
His face adorns the $100 bill, a fitting tribute to a man who was
both  a  master  of  wealth  creation  and  a  champion  of  public
service. As we navigate the complexities of the 21st century, the
story  of  Benjamin  Franklin—the  printer,  the  scientist,  the
inventor, and the statesman—continues to offer powerful lessons
in curiosity, resilience, and civic duty.


