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UNDERSTANDING THE NWEA MAP
SCORES GRADE LEVEL CHART
2014: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

For  educators,  parents,  and  school
administrators,  standardized  testing
data  can  often  feel  like  navigating  a
maze  of  numbers,  percentiles,  and
growth  projections.  Among  the  most
widely  used  assessment  tools  in
American  K-12  educat ion  is  the
Measures  of  Academic  Progress  (MAP)
test,  developed  by  the  Northwest
Evaluation  Association  (NWEA).  The
Nwea Map Scores Grade Level Chart
2014 remains a foundational reference
po in t  fo r  in te rpre t ing  s tudent
performance,  understanding  academic
growth,  and  aligning  instructional
strategies  with  national  benchmarks.
Even  as  newer  norms  have  been
released in subsequent years, the 2014
chart  provides  valuable  historical
context and continues to be referenced
by  schools  transitioning  between
norming  periods.  This  article  breaks
down  everything  you  need  to  know
about the 2014 MAP score chart, how to
interpret  RIT  scores,  what  the  grade-
level  expectations  were,  and  how this
data shaped classroom instruction.

What Is the
NWEA MAP
Assessment?
The  NWEA  MAP  assessment  is  a
computer-adaptive  test  designed  to
measure  a  s tudent 's  academic
achievement  and  growth  over  time.
Unlike traditional standardized tests that
ask every student the same questions,
the MAP test  adapts in  real  time.  If  a
student  answers  a  question  correctly,
the  next  question  becomes  more
challenging.  If  they answer incorrectly,
the next question becomes easier. This
adaptive  nature  allows  the  test  to
pinpoint a student's precise instructional
level, regardless of their grade.
The  test  covers  four  primary  subject
areas: Reading, Mathematics, Language
Usage, and Science. However, the most
commonly  referenced  scores  are  for
Reading  and  Mathematics,  which  are
tested multiple times per year—typically
in the fall, winter, and spring. The results
are reported using a scale called the RIT
score  (Rasch  Unit),  which  provides  a
stable, equal-interval measure of student
achievement.  This  is  where the Nwea
Map Scores Grade Level Chart 2014
becomes indispensable, as it translates
these  raw  RIT  scores  into  meaningful
grade-level benchmarks and percentiles.
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What Is the
Nwea Map
Scores Grade
Level Chart
2014?
The Nwea Map Scores Grade Level
Chart  2014  is  a  reference  table
published  by  NWEA  that  shows  the
typical RIT score ranges for students in
each  grade  level,  based  on  data
collected  from  a  large,  nationally
representative  sample  of  students
during  the  2014  norming  study.  The
chart provides both the mean (average)
RIT score for each grade and the score
ranges associated with the 1st through
99th percentiles.  This  allows educators
to see not only how a student compares
to their peers nationally but also whether
they are on track to meet end-of-year
academic expectations.
It is important to recognize that the 2014
norms were established using data from
over  10  million  students  across  the
United  States.  This  large  sample  size
made the 2014 chart one of the most
robust and reliable tools available at the
time  for  measuring  academic  growth.
Many  school  districts  adopted  these
norms as  their  primary benchmark for
student progress, and the chart remains
a  useful  historical  reference  for
longitudinal  studies  and  program
evaluations.

How to Read the
Nwea Map
Scores Grade
Level Chart 2014
Interpreting  the  Nwea  Map  Scores
Grade  Level  Chart  2014  requires
understanding  a  few  key  components.
The chart is typically organized by grade
level, from Kindergarten through 11th or
12th  grade.  For  each  grade,  three
columns  are  commonly  displayed:

Fall RIT Score Range: This
shows the typical score for a
student at the beginning of the
school year. Fall scores tend to be
lower than spring scores because
students have not yet benefited
from a full year of instruction.
Winter RIT Score Range: This
represents mid-year performance.
The winter checkpoint is often
used to measure whether students
are on pace to meet their spring
growth targets.
Spring RIT Score Range: This is
the end-of-year benchmark. Spring
scores represent the expected
achievement level after a full year
of learning. The Nwea Map
Scores Grade Level Chart 2014
uses spring scores as the primary
indicator of grade-level
proficiency.

For example, a 3rd grader in the spring
of  2014  might  have  had  an  expected
Reading RIT score around 195, while a
5th grader might have been expected to
score around 210 in Mathematics. These
numbers  are  not  arbitrary;  they  were
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derived from the actual performance of
thousands  of  students  in  each  grade.
The chart also provides percentile ranks,
so  a  student  scor ing  in  the  75th
percentile performed better than 75 out
of 100 students nationally.

Why the 2014
Chart Matters for
Educators and
Parents
Even  though  NWEA  has  released
updated  norms  in  2015,  2020,  and
beyond, the Nwea Map Scores Grade
Level  Chart 2014  continues to  serve
several  important  purposes  in  the
educational  landscape.
First ,  i t  provides  histor ical
continuity.  Many  longitudinal  studies,
academic  research  papers,  and  school
district  data  analyses  that  began
between  2010  and  2015  rely  on  the
2014 norms as their baseline. Changing
norms  mid-study  can  introduce
statistical complications, so researchers
often  keep  the  original  chart  as  their
reference  point.  Teachers  who  have
been in the profession for a decade or
more  also  find  the  2014  chart  familiar
and intuitive, making it easier to explain
student  progress  to  parents  at
conferences.
Second,  it  helps  contextualize
growth versus achievement.  A high
RIT  score  does  not  always  indicate
strong growth, and a low RIT score does
not necessarily mean a student is falling
behind. The Nwea Map Scores Grade
Level  Chart  2014  helps  differentiate
between these two metrics. For instance,

a 4th grader who scores 205 in Reading
in the fall (above the national average)
may only  grow by 5 points  by spring,
which is below the typical 7-point growth
expectation for that grade. Conversely, a
student  who  starts  the  year  at  185
(below average) and grows by 10 points
has  made  exceptional  progress.  The
chart clarifies these nuances.
Third,  it  supports  data-driven
instruction.  When  teachers  have  a
clear  picture  of  where  each  student
stands relative to national norms, they
can  tai lor  their  instruction  more
effectively.  A  teacher  using  the  Nwea
Map Scores Grade Level Chart 2014
might  group  students  by  RIT  score
ranges,  providing  differentiated  reading
materials or math problems that match
each  group's  instructional  level.  This
targeted  approach  tends  to  produce
stronger academic outcomes than one-
size-fits-all instruction.

Sample RIT
Score Ranges
from the 2014
Chart
While the full Nwea Map Scores Grade
Level Chart 2014  contains dozens of
data  points,  a  brief  sample  of  typical
spring  RIT  score  ranges  can  illustrate
how the norms were structured. These
numbers  are  approximate  and  are
intended  for  educational  illustration:

Kindergarten (Reading):
140–155
1st Grade (Reading): 155–170
2nd Grade (Reading): 170–185
3rd Grade (Reading): 185–200
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4th Grade (Mathematics):
200–215
5th Grade (Mathematics):
210–225
6th Grade (Reading): 210–225
7th Grade (Mathematics):
220–235
8th Grade (Reading): 220–235
High School (Mathematics):
230–250

These  ranges  illustrate  the  general
trajectory  of  academic  growth.  Notice
that  the  score  ranges  increase  as
students  move  through  higher  grades,
but  the pace of  growth tends  to  slow
after  the  elementary  years.  This  is  a
natural  pattern captured by the Nwea
Map Scores Grade Level Chart 2014
and  is  important  for  setting  realistic
expectations for older students.

Common
Questions About
the 2014 MAP
Score Chart
How is the Nwea
Map Scores
Grade Level
Chart 2014
different from

newer charts?
The  most  significant  difference  between
the 2014 chart and more recent norms
(such as the 2020 norms) is the shift in
average RIT scores. Over time, national
academic performance can change due
to  curricular  shifts,  demographic
changes,  and  broader  educational
trends.  The  2020 norms,  for  example,
showed slightly different average scores
in  some  grades  compared  to  2014,
partly due to changes in the test itself
and  partly  due  to  evolving  student
populations.  However,  the  Nwea Map
Scores  Grade  Level  Chart  2014
remains  valid  for  any  analysis  that
began  under  those  norms  and  for
comparisons  that  require  historical
consistency.

Can the 2014
chart still be
used for goal
setting?
Yes, but with caution. If a school district
has officially transitioned to a newer set
of norms, they should use those norms
for  current  goal  setting  and  progress
monitoring.  However,  the  Nwea  Map
Scores Grade Level Chart 2014  can
still be a valuable tool for understanding
a  student's  trajectory  over  multiple
years, especially if the student has been
tested  using  the  same  norm  set
throughout.  For  new  students  or  new
testing  programs,  adopting  the  most
recent norms is generally recommended
to ensure accuracy and relevance.
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What do the
percentiles mean
on the 2014
chart?
Percentiles on the Nwea Map Scores
Grade Level Chart 2014 indicate how
a  student  performed  relative  to  the
national sample. A student in the 60th
percentile scored higher than 60 percent
of students in the same grade who took
the test during the 2014 norming study.
Percentiles  are  particularly  useful  for
identifying  students  who  may  need
enrichment  (those  above  the  90th
percentile) or additional support (those
below  the  25th  percentile).  The  chart
provides percentile breakdowns for each
RIT score, making it easy to convert a
raw score into a percentile rank.

How the 2014
Chart Informs
Tiered
Instruction
One of the most practical applications of
the  Nwea Map Scores Grade Level
Chart 2014 is in the implementation of
Response to Intervention (RTI) or Multi-
Tiered  System  of  Supports  (MTSS)
frameworks.  In  these models,  students
are  placed  into  tiers  based  on  their
academic needs:

Tier 1: Students scoring at or
above the 40th percentile receive

core instruction with minimal
additional support.
Tier 2: Students scoring between
the 11th and 40th percentiles
receive targeted small-group
interventions in addition to core
instruction.
Tier 3: Students scoring at or
below the 10th percentile receive
intensive, individualized support.

The Nwea Map Scores Grade Level
Chart  2014  provides  the  percentile
cutoffs  needed  to  make  these
placements  accurately.  Without  a
reliable  norm  chart,  tier  placement
would  be  subjective  and  inconsistent.
The  chart  brings  objectivity  and
consistency  to  a  process  that  directly
impacts student learning outcomes.

Limitations of the
2014 Chart
No assessment tool is perfect, and the
Nwea Map Scores Grade Level Chart
2014 has its limitations. First, the data is
now  over  a  decade  old.  Educational
standards,  curricula,  and  student
demographics have shifted since 2014,
which  means  the  average  RIT  scores
from  that  period  may  not  perfectly
reflect  current  student  performance.
Second,  the  chart  provides  national
norms,  but  local  norms  can  vary
significantly.  A  school  in  an  affluent
suburban  district  may  find  that  its
students  consistently  score  above  the
national  average,  while  a  school  in  a
high-poverty area may see the opposite.
In  such  cases,  local  norms or  district-
specific  benchmarks  may  be  more
useful.
Additionally,  the  Nwea  Map  Scores
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Grade  Level  Chart  2014  does  not
account  for  all  variables  that  influence
student  performance.  Factors  such  as
test  anxiety,  language  barriers,  and
special  education accommodations  can
affect scores but are not reflected in the
norm  chart.  Educators  must  always
interpret MAP scores within the broader
contex t  o f  each  s tudent ' s  l i f e
circumstances and learning profile.

Practical Tips for
Using the 2014
Chart Today
If  you  are  an  educator  or  parent  still
referencing  the  Nwea  Map  Scores
Grade  Level


