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NAVIGATING
COPENHAGEN:
YOUR ESSENTIAL
GUIDE TO THE MAP
OF COPENHAGEN
CITY CENTRE

Copenhagen ,  the
enchanting  capital  of
Denmark, is a city built
for exploration. With its
winding  cobblestone
streets,  iconic  canals,
and a  seamless  blend
of  historic  charm  and
modern  Scandinavian
design, the city centre
is  a  treasure  trove
w a i t i n g  t o  b e
discovered.  However,
for  the  first-time
v is i tor ,  the  sheer

density  of  attractions
can feel overwhelming.
This is where a reliable
Map of  Copenhagen
City  Centre  becomes
your  most  valuable
travel  companion.  Far
more  than  a  simple
navigational  tool,  a
good map unlocks the
c i t y ’ s  r h y t h m ,
revea l ing  h idden
courtyards,  the  most
efficient  walking paths,
and  the  s t ra teg ic
locations  of  must-see
landmarks.  This  guide
will take you deep into
t h e  h e a r t  o f
C o p e n h a g e n ,
explaining how to use
y o u r  m a p  t o
experience the city like
a seasoned local, from
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the bustling squares of
I n d r e  B y  t o  t h e
colourful  quays  of
Nyhavn.
Understanding  the
geography  of  central
Copenhagen is the first
step  to  a  successful
trip.  The  city  centre,
known  as  Indre  By
(literally  "Inner  City"),
is remarkably compact.
Most  o f  the  ma jor
attractions are within a
comfortable  walking
distance of each other,
which makes a detailed
paper  or  digital  map
invaluable. Rather than
relying  solely  on  GPS,
which  can  sometimes
be  confused  by  the
n a r r o w ,  o n e - w a y
streets,  a  dedicated
Map of  Copenhagen
City  Centre  allows
you  to  plan  a  logical
route, saving you time
and  energy.  It  helps
you  v i sua l i se  the
relationship  between
districts,  ensuring  you

don't  miss  a  hidden
gem because you were
t o o  f o c u s e d  o n  a
screen.  In  this  article,
we will break down the
city centre into its core
n e i g h b o u r h o o d s ,
h igh l igh t  the  key
landmarks  you'll  find
on any good map, and
p r o v i d e  t i p s  f o r
navigating like a local.

Why You
Need a
Dedicate
d Map of
the City
Centre
While  smartphone
mapping  apps  are
convenient, they often
drain  battery  life  and
can  be  unreliable  in
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a reas  w i th  dense
buildings or bike traffic.
A  p h y s i c a l  o r
downloaded  offline
Map of  Copenhagen
City  Centre  offers
s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t
advantages.  Firstly,  it
provides  a  bird's-eye
view  o f  the  c i ty 's
layout, allowing you to
s e e  h o w  t h e
p e d e s t r i a n i s e d
shopping street Strøget
flows  into  the  royal
e n c l a v e  o f
Amalienborg. Secondly,
it  highlights  points  of
interest  (POIs)  that
might not be prioritised
by a generic app, such
as the best viewpoints
on the Round Tower or
the  entrances  to  the
many  urban  parks.
Finally,  using  a  map
encourages  a  more
mindful  and  engaged
form  of  travel.  You
become  an  act ive
explorer rather than a
passive  follower  of  a

digital  voice.  This  is
especially  true  when
u s i n g  a  m a p  t h a t
inc ludes  deta i led
markers  for  publ ic
transport  stops,  which
i s  v i t a l  f o r
understanding  the
city's  excellent  S-train
and Metro networks.

Decoding
the
Neighbou
rhoods on
Your Map
A  standard  Map  of
Copenhagen  City
Centre  will  display
s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t
districts,  each with its
o w n  c h a r a c t e r .
Understanding  these
a r e a s  i s  k e y  t o
planning your days.



4

4 Map Of Copenhagen City Centre2023-11-23

Indre By (The
Inner City): This
is the historic
heart. Your map
will show a dense
network of
streets centred
around Kongens
Nytorv and
Rådhuspladsen.
This area
contains the
pedestrianised
shopping street
Strøget, the
historic
university
buildings, and
the famous Tivoli
Gardens. Expect
a lively, bustling
atmosphere with
a mix of high-
street brands
and local
boutiques.
Christianshavn:
Easily identifiable
on any map by
its network of
canals and the
distinctive dome

of the Church of
Our Saviour (Vor
Frelsers Kirke),
this district is the
city's hip,
maritime hub. It
features a mix of
historic
townhouses,
modern
architecture, and
the famous
Freetown
Christiania.
Walking along
the canals here
is a highlight for
any visitor.
Nørrebro &
Vesterbro:
These
multicultural
neighbourhoods
border the city
centre to the
north and west.
On your map,
you will see them
as more grid-like
systems of
streets, filled
with independent
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cafes, vintage
shops, and green
spaces like
Assistens
Cemetery (the
final resting
place of Hans
Christian
Andersen) and
the Meatpacking
District
(Kødbyen). They
offer a more
local, less
touristy
experience.
Slotsholmen:
This small island
is the
administrative
and political
centre of
Denmark. Your
map will show
that it is packed
with important
buildings,
including the
Danish
Parliament
(Christiansborg
Palace), the

Royal Library
(The Black
Diamond), and
several national
museums. It’s a
must-see for
history buffs.
Østerbro:
Located to the
north-east, this is
a more
residential and
family-oriented
area, known for
its beautiful
parks
(Fælledparken)
and the iconic
Little Mermaid
statue. While the
Mermaid is a
popular
attraction, it is a
30-minute walk
from the central
square, so a map
is essential for
planning that
excursion
efficiently.
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Key
Landmark
s to Look
For on
Your Map
of
Copenha
gen City
Centre
When  studying  your
Map of  Copenhagen
City  Centre,  certain
landmarks  will  act  as
y o u r  p r i m a r y
navigation  points.
These  are  not  just
tourist attractions; they
are  the  c i ty ' s  key
waypoints.

Rådhuspladsen
(City Hall
Square): This is
a central
transportation
hub and a great
starting point for
any walk. From
here, you can
access Strøget,
Tivoli Gardens,
and the main
train station.
Kongens
Nytorv (The
King's New
Square): The
largest square in
the city,
surrounded by
grand 17th-
century
townhouses, the
Royal Theatre,
and the start of
Nyhavn. It is a
central point on
any map.
Nyhavn: The
picture-perfect,
17th-century
waterfront canal.



Map Of Copenhagen City Centre 7

7

On your map, it
appears as a
short, straight
line of colourful
buildings
stretching from
Kongens Nytorv
to the harbour.
While beautiful, it
can be crowded;
use your map to
find quieter spots
nearby.
Amalienborg
Palace: The
winter residence
of the Danish
royal family. Your
map will show
the four identical
rococo palaces
surrounding an
octagonal
courtyard,
perfectly aligned
with the dome of
the Marble
Church
(Marmorkirken).
The Round
Tower
(Rundetårn): A

unique
architectural
landmark with a
spiral ramp
instead of stairs.
Its central
location on your
map makes it a
perfect viewpoint
to orient yourself
with the rest of
the city.
Christiansborg
Palace: Located
on Slotsholmen,
this is a massive
complex that
houses the
Parliament, the
Supreme Court,
and the Prime
Minister's Office.
The tower offers
a great view.
Langelinie
Promenade:
This waterfront
walkway is where
you will find the
Little Mermaid
statue. It is often
marked clearly
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on maps, but
note that it is at
the northern
edge of the city
centre.

Using
Your Map
for the
Best
Walking
Routes
One of the great joys of
C o p e n h a g e n  i s
walking. A well-planned
route using your  Map
of  Copenhagen  City
Centre  can  turn  a
simple afternoon into a
memorable  tour.  Here
is  a  sample  efficient
walking route that you
can trace on your map.
S t a r t  a t

Rådhuspladsen. From
here,  walk  east  onto
S t r ø g e t ,  t h e
p e d e s t r i a n i s e d
shopping  street.  Your
map will  show Strøget
connecting five smaller
squares.  You will  pass
Gammeltorv  and
Nytorv  (the  old  and
new  squares,  which
merge  into  one  large
space). Continue down
Strøget until you reach
Kongens Nytorv. This
is  a  20-minute  walk.
From the square,  turn
right  into  Nyhavn .
Walk the full length of
the  canal  (5  minutes)
to  the  water f ront
harbour.  Cross  the
bridge  at  the  end  to
enter  the  district  of
C h r i s t i a n s h a v n .
Follow  the  canal-side
p a t h  t o  s e e
Christian's  Church
and then head towards
the iconic spiral tower
of Vor Frelsers Kirke
( C h u r c h  o f  O u r
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Saviour).  Climbing this
tower  offers  a
spectacular  view  of
your  entire  journey.
From here,  walk  back
a c r o s s  t h e
I nderhavnsbroen
(Inner Harbour Bridge)
towards Slotsholmen.
Visit  Christiansborg
Palace  and then walk
north  through  the
histor ic  streets  to
reach  Amalienborg
Palace.  Finish  your
wa lk  a t  Kongens
Nytorv or take a short
w a l k  n o r t h  t o
Østerport  station.
This  circular  route,
easily traced on a good
m a p ,  c o v e r s  t h e
absolute  best  of  the
city centre in 3-4 hours
of leisurely walking.

Digital vs.

Paper:
Which
Map is
Best for
Copenha
gen?
The question of digital
ve r sus  pape r  i s  a
common  one  when
discussing  a  Map  of
Copenhagen  City
Centre.  Each  has  its
merits.  A  digital  map,
such  as  Google  Maps
or  the  official
"Rejseplanen"  app,  is
excellent  for  real-time
p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t
information and finding
specific  addresses.
Howeve r ,  a  h i gh -
qual i ty  paper  map
offers  a  better  general
orientation  and  won't
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let  you  down  if  your
phone  d ies .  Many
hotels  and  tour ist
information  centres
offer  free  paper  maps,
w h i l e  p r e m i u m
versions can be bought
from  bookshops.  For
the  best  experience,
use  a  combination:
keep a paper map as
your  primary  guide
for  orientation  and
route  planning,  and
use  you r  phone ' s
digital  map  for  specific
queries, like finding the
n e a r e s t  A T M  o r
restaurant.  The key is
to  use  the  map  to
understand  the  layout
of the city, not just to
f o l l o w  a  d o t  o n  a
screen.

Navigatin
g the

City's
Transport
with Your
Map
A  g o o d  M a p  o f
Copenhagen  City
Centre  will  clearly
show  the  S - t ra in ,
Metro,  and  bus  lines.
The  c i ty  cent re  i s
serviced by several key
stations:  Nørreport
(the  busiest  station,
connecting  city  trains,
S-trains,  and  Metro),
Kongens  Nytorv  (a
major  Metro  hub  for
lines M1, M2, and M3),
Rådhuspladsen  (for
tram lines and buses),
and  Christianshavn
(for Metro lines M1 and
M2).  I f  you  need  to
travel quickly between
neighbourhoods,  the
City Circle Line (M3) is
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a  game-changer.  It
runs in a loop around
t h e  c i t y  c e n t r e ,
connecting  the  main
stations. Your map will
show  the  orange  M3
line,  allowing  you  to
see exactly how to hop
from  Vesterbro  to
Ø s t e r b r o  o r  f r o m
N ø r r e b r o  t o
Frederiksberg  without
going  through  the
central hub. For longer
journeys,  the  S-train
network (shown as red
l i n e s  o n  m a p s )
connects the centre to
t h e  s u b u r b s  a n d
airport.

Hidden
Gems
Less
Travelled:

What
Your Map
Might
Show
W h i l e  t h e  m a j o r
landmarks  are  well-
known,  your  Map  of
Copenhagen  City
Centre can also reveal
some  quieter ,  yet
equal ly  charming,
s p o t s .  L o o k  f o r
Bibliotekhaven  (The
Library  Garden),  a
p e a c e f u l  h i d d e n
garden  behind  the
m a i n  l i b r a r y  o n
Slotsholmen.  Another
g e m  i s
Grønnegården ,  a
secluded  courtyard
near the Royal Theatre.
On  your  map,  find
K u n s t h a l
Charlottenborg,  a
contemporary  ar t
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centre  housed  in  a
beauti fu l  Baroque
building.  For  a  break
from the crowds,  look
for Ørstedsparken  or
Botanical  Garden
(Botanisk  Have)  on
your  map—both  are
green  oases  in  the
heart of the city. Many
maps  also  mark  the
l o c a t i o n s  o f
t o r v e h a l l e r n e
(market halls), such as
TorvehallerneKBH
near Nørreport station,
which  is  a  fantastic
place  for  a  lunchtime
pit stop of fresh Danish
open  sandw iches
(smørrebrød).

Understa
nding
Map

Symbols
and Scale
To get the most out of
y o u r  M a p  o f
Copenhagen  City
Centre, it is helpful to
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
common symbols. Most
maps use a  star  or  a
specific  icon  for  tourist
attractions,  a  blue  "i"
for information centres,
and  a  green  area  for
parks. Public restrooms
are often marked with
a  "WC"  symbol,  and
parking  garages  are
usually  shown  with  a
"P".  Pay  attention  to
the  scale.  Most  city
centre maps will  have
a scale of 1:10,000 or
1:15,000, meaning that
1  c m  o n  t h e  m a p
equals  100  or  150
metres on the ground.
This  helps  you  judge
walking  distances.  A
typical walk across the
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c i t y  c e n t r e  f r o m
Rådhuspladsen  to
Kongens  Nytorv  is
about 1.5 km, which is

15  cm on  a  1:10,000
map.  Knowing  the
scale  helps  you  plan
your day realistically.


