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INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING POWER OF A
SURRENDERED HEART

In the vast landscape of contemporary worship music, few songs
carry the weight and timeless appeal of the classic hymn "I
Surrender All." When this beloved piece is reimagined by a group
like True Worshippers, it takes on a fresh, vibrant energy that
speaks to a new generation while retaining its profound message
of total devotion. For musicians, worship leaders, and
congregants alike, finding the correct | Surrender All True
Worshippers Chords is more than just a technical pursuit; it is a
gateway to leading others into a deeper place of submission and
adoration. This article will explore the rich history of the song, the
unique contribution of True Worshippers, and provide a detailed,
easy-to-follow guide to the chords that bring this powerful
anthem to life. Whether you are a seasoned guitarist at the front
of a congregation or a beginner piano player seeking to express
your faith, understanding the structure of this song will allow you
to play it with both confidence and heartfelt sincerity.

THE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION OF "I SURRENDER ALL"

Before diving into the specific | Surrender All True
Worshippers Chords, it is essential to appreciate the song's
origins. Written in 1896 by Judson W. Van DeVenter with music by
Winfield S. Weeden, "I Surrender All" has been a staple of
Christian worship for over a century. Van DeVenter, a talented
artist and musician, struggled with a calling to full-time
evangelistic work. After years of wrestling with God, he finally
surrendered his own ambitions and desires.

The lyrics he penned reflect that deeply personal and
transformative moment: "All to Jesus, | surrender; All to Him |
freely give." The simplicity and directness of the text make it
universally relatable. It is a song that strips away pretense and
brings the worshipper to a point of raw honesty before God. The
original melody by Weeden is equally simple and memorable,
using a classic hymn structure that is built on fundamental chord
progressions. This foundational structure is what modern artists,
including True Worshippers, build upon to create their
contemporary arrangements.

TRUE WORSHIPPERS: A MODERN VESSEL FOR AN
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ANCIENT TRUTH

The group known as True Worshippers has become
synonymous with passionate, spirit-led worship music,
particularly within the Nigerian and global Pentecostal
movement. Their rendition of "I Surrender All" is not merely a
cover; it is a recontextualization of a classic hymn for a modern
audience. True Worshippers are known for their ability to blend
traditional hymnody with contemporary African gospel rhythms,
creating a sound that is both reverent and celebratory.

When we search for I Surrender All True Worshippers
Chords, we are typically looking for the chord progression used
in their specific recorded version. This version often incorporates
a slower, more contemplative introduction, building into a
powerful, declarative chorus. The beauty of their arrangement
lies in its dynamic range—moving from a whisper of surrender to
a shout of triumph. This makes the chord structure slightly more
nuanced than the original hymn, often including extended chords
and inversions that add emotional depth and harmonic richness.
Learning their version allows worship teams to bring a
contemporary feel to a timeless message, making it accessible to
younger audiences while retaining the reverence of the original.

DECONSTRUCTING THE CORE CHORD PROGRESSION

The | Surrender All True Worshippers Chords are typically
played in the key of Eb Major (E Flat Major), although other keys
like C Major or G Major are also common for easier vocal ranges.
The True Worshippers version often gravitates towards Eb, which
gives the song a warm, rich, and full sound. Understanding the

basic Roman numeral analysis of the key (1, IV, V, vi) will help you
grasp the song's movement.

Here is the fundamental chord structure you will encounter in
most modern renditions, including that of True Worshippers:

The Verse Progression

The verses are typically structured to feel contemplative and
building. A common progression in the key of Eb would be:

e Eb (I): The tonic chord, the home base of the song.

e B,/D (V with a third in the bass): This inversion creates
a sense of forward motion.

e Ab (IV): The subdominant chord adds a feeling of
reverence and lift.

e Abm (iv): This is a crucial borrowed chord from the parallel
minor key (Eb minor). It injects a profound sense of
tenderness and surrender.

¢ Eb/G (1 with a third in the bass): Returning to the tonic
with a rising bass line.

e B, (V): The dominant chord, creating tension that resolves
beautifully back to the tonic.

This movement between Ab and Abm is the emotional heart of the
song. It is the musical representation of the struggle and ultimate
peace found in surrender.

2 | Surrender All True Worshippers Chords

2024-05-13



| Surrender All True Worshippers Chords 3

' of C. This gives you easy open chords like C, G, Am, and F.
Th e C h O rU S PrOg FESS | O n However, to capture the specific voicings of the True Worshippers

version, learning the chords in Eb without a capo is rewarding.
The chorus of "I Surrender All" is more declarative and powerful.

True Worshippers often extend the chords here, allowing for 1. Eb Chord: Use a barre chord at the 6th fret or a simplified
longer, more sustained notes: version: xx1343 (using only the higher strings).
2. Ab Chord: A standard barre chord at the 4th fret (466544)

e Ab (IV): Lifting the energy from the verse. or a simpler voicing: xx1114.

* Bb (V): Building anticipation. 3. Bb Chord: Barre at the 1st fret (113331) or the 6th fret

* Eb (I): Resolving with strength. (688766). The higher voicings are often preferred for a

e AL/Eb (IV chord over the tonic bass): This creates a cleaner, modern sound.

shimmering, suspended sound before resolving. 4. Abm Chord: Barre at the 4th fret (466444) or the simplified
e BL/D (V chord with third in bass): A classic movement version: xx1124.

back to the tonic.
Focus on fingerpicking the verses to create a gentle, prayerful
By mastering this progression, you have the essential I atmosphere. Strumming the chorus with a driving, yet controlled,
Surrender All True Worshippers Chords framework. The key  rhythm will mirror the dynamic build that True Worshippers are
is to play with dynamics—softer during the verses and with more  known for.

attack during the chorus.

PLAYING THE CHORDS ON GUITAR AND PIANO For Pianists and
Translating the I Surrender All True Worshippers Chords to Keyboa rd i StS

your instrument requires understanding voicings and inversions.
Here are specific tips for both guitarists and pianists.

The piano is a powerful instrument for this hymn. The 1

F G 't . t Surrender All True Worshippers Chords come alive with rich
O r u I a rl S S voicings and inversions.

Capo placement is your friend. If the key of Eb is challenging due e Left Hand: Keep the bass notes simple. Play the root of

to barre chords, place a capo on the 3rd fret and play in the key each chord (Eb, Ab, Bb) in octaves.



e Right Hand: Use open voicings. For example, on the Eb
chord, play Eb in the left hand, and G, Bb, and Eb (spread
out) in the right hand. Avoid playing the third (G) too high,
as it can sound thin.

e The Magic of the Abm: For the Ab minor chord, lay it out
as Ab (LH) and Cb, Eb, and Ab (RH). This specific voicing
creates a beautiful, introspective color.

e Suspensions: Add sus4 chords (e.g., Ebsus4) at the end of
phrases to delay resolution and increase emotional tension.
This is a hallmark of the True Worshippers style.

SEMANTIC KEYWORDS AND RELATED VARIATIONS

To truly master the song and expand your worship repertoire, it is
helpful to explore related terms and variations. Search for chords
for "I Surrender All" or "True Worshippers chords" to find different
arrangements. You might also look for "Eb worship chords" or
"gospel hymn progressions" to better understand the theory
behind the music. The specific "I Surrender All" chord chart for
True Worshippers will often include slash chords (like Bb/D) and
suspended chords (like Absus2). These nuances are what
separate a basic rendition from an immersive worship
experience.

THE HEART OF WORSHIP: BEYOND THE TECHNIQUE

While knowing the correct | Surrender All True Worshippers
Chords is important, the ultimate goal of this music is to

facilitate an encounter with God. The chords are merely a vehicle
for the message of surrender. When leading this song, encourage
your congregation or audience to focus on the lyrics. The
progression itself—moving from tension (the dominant chords) to
rest (the tonic)—mirrors the spiritual journey of letting go and
finding peace in God's presence.

True Worshippers themselves emphasize that worship is a
lifestyle, not just a song. The authenticity of their music comes
from a place of personal devotion and communal faith. As you
practice the chord changes, take time to meditate on the words.
"I surrender all" is a radical statement of faith. The musical
journey of the song—from the quiet, Abm-infused verses to the
powerful, declaratory chorus—is designed to lead both the
musician and the listener into that very act of surrender.

Tips for Leading with This
Song

e Start Softly: Begin the song with just a single guitar or
piano, fingerpicking or playing soft chords. Let the lyrics
lead.

e Build Gradually: The chorus is the release. Add more
instruments (bass, drums, pads) as you move into the
chorus, but don't rush the dynamic.
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