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MASTERPIECE

I f  y o u  h a v e  e v e r
e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e
phrase  The  How  To
Kill  A  Mockingbird,
you  may  be  referring
to  one  of  the  most
beloved  and  studied
novels  in  American
literature:  To  Kill  a
Mockingbird by Harper
Lee. Though the title is
often  misremembered
or misspelled, the story
it  represents  has  left
an  indelible  mark  on

readers  around  the
world.  Published  in
1 9 6 0 ,  T o  K i l l  a
Mockingbird  quickly
became  a  c lass ic ,
winning  the  Pulitzer
P r i z e  a n d  b e i n g
adapted into an Oscar-
winning  film.  This
article delves deep into
t h e  n o v e l ' s  p l o t ,
characters,  themes,
a n d  l a s t i n g
significance,  showing
w h y  i t  r e m a i n s
essential reading more
than six decades later.

Understa
nding the
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Novel’s
Core

Narrative
Set  in  the  fictional
town  of  Maycomb,
Alabama,  during  the
Great  Depression,  To
Kill  a  Mockingbird  is
t o l d  f r o m  t h e
perspective  of  Scout
Finch,  a  young  gir l
growing  up  with  her
older brother Jem and
their  widowed  father,
A t t i c u s  F i n c h ,  a
respected  lawyer.  The
story  unfolds  over
s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,
captur ing  Scout ’s
innocence and gradual
awakening to the harsh
realities  of  prejudice
and  injustice.
T h e  c e n t r a l  p l o t
r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d
Atticus’s  decision  to
defend Tom Robinson,

a  black  man  falsely
accused  of  raping  a
white  woman,  Mayella
E w e l l .  D e s p i t e
o v e r w h e l m i n g
evidence  of  Tom’s
innocence,  the  jury
convicts him, and he is
l a te r  k i l l ed  wh i le
attempting  to  escape
prison.  Through  this
heartbreaking  event,
Scout and Jem witness
the deep-seated racism
of their community and
learn profound lessons
a b o u t  e m p a t h y ,
courage, and integrity.

Key
Themes
in To Kill
a
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Mockingb
ird
H a r p e r  L e e  w o v e
multiple  themes  into
the fabric of her novel,
making it a rich text for
analysis.  Below  are
some  o f  t he  mos t
significant  themes  that
continue  to  resonate
with  readers  today.

RACIAL INJUSTICE
AND PREJUDICE

At  its  heart,  To Kill  a
M o c k i n g b i r d  i s  a
searing  indictment  of
racial  injustice.  The
trial  of  Tom Robinson
exposes  the  deep
b i a s e s  w i t h i n
M a y c o m b ’ s  l e g a l
system  and  society.
T h e  j u r y ’ s  g u i l t y
v e r d i c t ,  d e s p i t e
Atticus’s  compelling
defense,  demonstrates
h o w  r a c i s m  c a n

override  truth  and
fairness. Lee uses this
tragedy  to  challenge
readers  to  confront
their  own  prejudices
and  to  advocate  for
equality.

THE LOSS OF
INNOCENCE

Scout  and  Jem  begin
the  novel  as  carefree
chi ldren,  but  their
e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h
racism, hypocrisy,  and
violence force them to
grow  up  quickly.  The
“loss  of  innocence”  is
symbol ized  by  the
destruct ion  of  the
snowman  Jem  builds,
the  mad  dog  Atticus
shoots ,  and,  most
poignantly,  the  death
of  Tom  Robinson.  By
the  end,  Scout  has
learned  to  see  the
world  through  others’
eyes,  a  lesson Atticus
r e p e a t e d l y
emphasizes:  “You
n e v e r  r e a l l y
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understand  a  person
unti l  you  consider
things from his point of
view—until  you  climb
into his skin and walk
around in it.”

MORAL COURAGE
AND INTEGRITY

Atticus Finch embodies
moral  courage.  He
knows  that  defending
Tom  Robinson  wi l l
make  h im  and  h i s
children  targets  of
scorn, yet he proceeds
because it is the right
thing to do.  His  calm,
pr inc ip led  s tance
teaches  his  children
that true bravery is not
about physical strength
but about standing up
for  justice  even  when
the  odds  are  against
you. Atticus’s character
has  become an iconic
model  of  integrity  in
literature  and  popular
culture.

THE COEXISTENCE
OF GOOD AND EVIL

Maycomb  is  a  small
town  with  both  kind,
generous  people  and
deeply  flawed,  cruel
individuals.  Characters
like  the  reclusive  Boo
Radley, who ultimately
saves  the  children,
show  that  goodness
c a n  e x i s t  i n
unexpected  places.
Conversely,  the  Ewell
fami ly  represents
ignorance  and  malice.
Lee does not present a
simplistic world; rather,
she  shows  that  evil
e x i s t s  a l o n g s i d e
kindness,  and  that
people  are  capable  of
both.

Memorabl
e
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Character
s That
Define

the Story
The richness of To Kill
a  Mockingbird  comes
from  its  vivid,  multi-
d i m e n s i o n a l
characters.  Each plays
a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n
illustrating  the  novel’s
messages.

Scout Finch –
The narrator,
whose youthful
curiosity and
honesty make
her an engaging
guide. She learns
about empathy
and courage
through her
experiences.
Atticus Finch –
The moral center
of the novel. His

wisdom,
patience, and
sense of justice
make him one of
literature’s most
admired fathers.
Jem Finch –
Scout’s older
brother, who
matures
significantly over
the course of the
story, feeling the
sting of injustice
more acutely
than Scout.
Tom Robinson –
The accused man
whose fate
highlights the
tragedy of
racism. Though
we see him only
briefly, his story
is the heart of
the trial.
Boo Radley – A
mysterious
neighbor who
becomes a
symbol of
misunderstood



6

6 The How To Kill A Mockingbird 2023-09-08

goodness. His
eventual
intervention
saves the Finch
children and
redeems his
reputation.
Mayella Ewell –
A lonely, abused
young woman
whose false
accusation leads
to Tom’s
conviction. She is
both a victim and
a perpetrator of
injustice.
Bob Ewell – The
vicious, racist
father who
represents the
worst of
Maycomb. His
actions drive the
plot toward its
climax.

Symbolis

m in the
Novel
Harper  Lee  famously
uses  symbolism  to
deepen  the  narrative.
The  most  prominent
s y m b o l  i s  t h e
mockingbird  itself.  As
Atticus explains, “It’s a
s i n  t o  k i l l  a
mockingbird”  because
m o c k i n g b i r d s  d o
n o t h i n g  b u t  s i n g
beautiful  songs.  The
m o c k i n g b i r d
represents  innocence
and  goodness.  Tom
Robinson  and  Boo
R a d l e y  a r e  b o t h
“mockingbirds”  in  the
n o v e l :  i n n o c e n t
individuals  harmed  by
society’s  cruelty.  The
t i t l e  T o  K i l l  a
Mock ingb i rd  thus
encapsu la tes  the
novel’s central warning
against  destroying
innocence.
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Other  symbols  include
t h e  m a d  d o g  T i m
J o h n s o n ,  w h i c h
represents  the  threat
of racism that must be
confronted,  and  the
snowman  that  Jem
builds, which melts and
shows  how  fragi le
goodness can be.  The
Radley  house  stands
for  mystery  and  the
unknown,  while  the
camellia flowers left by
Mrs. Dubose symbolize
moral courage and the
beauty  of  fighting  a
los ing  batt le  wi th
dignity.

Impact
and
Legacy
To  Kill  a  Mockingbird
has  had  a  profound
cultural  impact.  It  is
w i d e l y  t a u g h t  i n
schools  across  the

United  States  and
many  other  countries,
o f t e n  s p a r k i n g
important  discussions
about race, justice, and
empathy.  The  novel
h a s  s o l d  o v e r  4 0
m i l l i o n  c o p i e s
worldwide  and  been
translated  into  more
than 40 languages. The
1962  film  adaptation,
starring  Gregory  Peck
as  Atticus  Finch,  is
itself a classic and won
t h r e e  A c a d e m y
Awards, including Best
Actor for Peck.
Despite  its  popularity,
the  book  has  a l so
faced  challenges  and
bans  due  to  its  frank
depiction of racism and
use  of  racial  slurs.
Many  educators  and
librarians  defend  the
novel as a vital tool for
confronting  difficult
historical  truths  and
promoting  anti-racist
values. In recent years,
some have called for a
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m o r e  n u a n c e d
approach  to  teaching
t h e  b o o k ,
acknowledging  i ts
limitations  while  still
valuing  its  lessons.
Harper Lee published a
s e q u e l ,  G o  S e t  a
Watchman,  in  2015,
which  was  actually
written before To Kill a
Mockingbird but set 20
years later. That novel
p r e s e n t s  a  m o r e
complex,  controversial
version  of  Att icus,
which  has  sparked
debate  among  fans
a n d  s c h o l a r s .
Nonetheless,  To  Kill  a
Mockingbird  remains
the  cornerstone  of
L e e ’ s  l e g a c y  a n d
continues  to  inspire
readers  of  all  ages.

Why the

Phrase
“The How
To Kill A
Mockingb
ird”
Emerges
It is not uncommon for
p e o p l e  t o
m i s r e m e m b e r  o r
misspell  the  title  as
“The  How  To  Ki l l  A
Mockingbird.” This may
arise from the natural
tendency  to  add  an
article like “The” or to
include “How To” as a
way  of  framing  the
title’s  instruction-like
quality.  After  all,  the
title  itself  is  a  verb
phrase :  “To  K i l l  a
M o c k i n g b i r d . ”
Someone searching for
“The  How  To  Ki l l  A
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Mockingbird”  is  likely
looking  for  the  same
beloved novel, and this
article serves to clarify
the  correct  title  while
celebrating its content.
However you recall the
name, the story at its
h e a r t  r e m a i n s
unchanged.  I t  i s  a
powerful  examination
of  human  nature,  a
plea for empathy, and
a  timeless  reminder
that  we  must  protect
the innocent and stand
up  for  what  is  right,
e v e n  w h e n  i t  i s
unpopular.

Lessons
for
Today’s
Readers
The themes of To Kill a
Mockingbird  are  as
relevant  now  as  they

were  in  1960.  Racial
inequal i ty ,  soc ia l
in just ice ,  and  the
struggle  for  moral
integrity  continue  to
challenge  societies
worldwide.  The  novel
encourages readers to
question  their  own
biases,  to  l isten  to
voices  that  are  often
silenced,  and  to  act
with  courage  in  the
face  of  injustice.
For  young  readers
especially,  Scout’s
journey from innocence
to understanding offers
a template for growing
in to  empathe t i c ,
thoughtful  adults.
Atticus  Finch’s  advice
t o  “ c l i m b  i n t o
someone’s  skin  and
walk around in it” is a
simple  yet  profound
call  for  compassion
t h a t  t r a n s c e n d s
generations.
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Conclusio
n

Whether you know it as
To Kill a Mockingbird or
have  encountered  the
phrase  The  How  To
Kill  A  Mockingbird,
the  novel


