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INTRODUCTION: UNLOCKING THE
POTENTIAL OF YOUR APPLE TV 3

The Apple TV 3, though no longer the
newest model in Apple’s lineup, remains
a  capable  streaming  device  for  many
households.  However,  its  closed
ecosystem limits  what  you  can  install
and  customize.  If  you’ve  ever  wished
you could run third-party apps, stream
content from unofficial sources, or tweak
the  interface,  you’ve  likely  considered

jailbreaking.  Understanding  how  to
jailbreak Apple TV 3  can open up a
world  of  possibilities,  from  running
media players like Kodi to installing your
own software. This guide will  walk you
through  the  process  step  by  step,
explain the risks, and help you decide if
jailbreaking is right for you.

WHAT DOES JAILBREAKING AN
APPLE TV 3 MEAN?

Jailbreaking is the process of removing
software restrictions imposed by Apple
on their devices. When you jailbreak an
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Apple TV 3, you gain root access to the
operating system, allowing you to install
apps and tweaks that aren’t available on
the official App Store. For the Apple TV 3,
this typically involves using a tool  like
Seas0nPass (now known as FireCore's
Seas0nPass) or an alternative exploit.
Because the Apple TV 3 runs a variant of
iOS, many of the same concepts apply,
though the hardware and software are
tailored for TV use.

WHY JAILBREAK AN APPLE TV 3?

Before  diving  into  how  to  jailbreak
Apple  TV  3 ,  i t ’ s  impo r tan t  t o
understand  the  benefits.  Here  are  the
most common reasons users choose to
jailbreak:

Install third-party media

centers: Apps like Kodi, Plex, or
BBC iPlayer (unofficial) can be
installed, giving you access to a
wider range of content.
Customize the user interface:
Change wallpapers, add widgets,
or rearrange the home screen.
Stream content from network
drives: Access videos stored on
external hard drives or NAS
devices via apps like nitoTV.
Remove restrictions: Bypass
regional locks or subscription
requirements for certain channels.
Improve performance tweaks:
Some jailbreak tweaks can speed
up navigation or add new
functionality to the remote.
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PREREQUISITES: WHAT YOU
NEED BEFORE YOU START

Jailbreaking any device carries inherent
risks, and the Apple TV 3 is no exception.
Here’s what you’ll need to prepare:

An Apple TV 3 (either the1.
1080p or 720p model) — the
jailbreak works on both, but check
your software version.
A computer running macOS or2.
Windows — the jailbreak tool
requires a desktop connection.
Micro-USB cable — to connect3.
the Apple TV 3 to your computer
(the original Apple TV 3 uses a
micro-USB port on the back).
Seas0nPass or an alternative4.
tool — the most popular and
reliable method for Apple TV 3

jailbreak. You can download it from
the FireCore website.
Patience and backup — ensure5.
your media and settings are
backed up. The jailbreak process
may require a restore.

Important: The Apple TV 3 jailbreak is
not  persistent;  after  a  reboot,  your
device  may  revert  to  a  non-jailbroken
state.  Some  tools  offer  “tethered”  or
“untethered”  options.  The  Seas0nPass
method creates a custom firmware that,
once installed, remains jailbroken even
after restarts.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE: HOW TO
JAILBREAK APPLE TV 3

Follow these instructions carefully.  The
process involves creating a custom IPSW
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file and restoring it onto your Apple TV.

Step 1: Check
Your Apple TV
Software Version
Go to Settings > General > About on
your  Apple  TV  3.  Note  the  software
version.  The  Seas0nPass  tool  supports
up  to  a  specific  firmware  version
(typically Apple TV software 6.2.x is the
latest  jailbreakable  version).  If  your
device is running a newer version that
isn’t supported, you will not be able to
jailbreak  using  this  method.  You  may
need  to  restore  to  an  older  firmware  if
Apple  is  still  signing  it,  but  that’s

unlikely. For most users, the version that
came on the device is fine.

Step 2:
Download and
Install
Seas0nPass
Visit  the  official  FireCore  website  (or  a
t rus ted  m i r ro r )  and  down load
Seas0nPass for  your operating system.
Install  the  application.  Launch  it,  and
you’ll  see  an  interface  with  a  single
“Create  IPSW” button.  This  button will
download  the  necessary  firmware  from
Apple  and  patch  it  to  include  the
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jailbreak.

Step 3: Create a
Custom IPSW
Click  “Create  IPSW.”  Seas0nPass  will
automatically fetch the correct Apple TV
firmware  for  your  model.  This  process
may take 10-15 minutes depending on
your internet speed. Wait for it to finish.
You will be prompted to save the IPSW
file to your computer. Keep it in an easily
accessible location.

Step 4: Put Your

Apple TV into
DFU Mode
DFU (Device Firmware Update) mode is
required  to  restore  the  custom  IPSW.
Follow these steps exactly:

Unplug the power cord from your
Apple TV 3.
Connect the micro-USB cable to
your Apple TV and computer.
Hold down the Menu and
Play/Pause buttons on the Apple
TV remote (Siri Remote will not
work; use the aluminum remote
that came with the device).
While holding those buttons, plug
the power cord back into the Apple
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TV.
Continue holding the buttons for
about 10 seconds, then release
the Play/Pause button but keep
holding the Menu button for
another 5 seconds.
Your computer should detect the
Apple TV in DFU mode. On
Windows, you may see a
notification; on macOS, iTunes or
Apple Configurator 2 may
recognize it.

Step 5: Restore
the Custom IPSW
Open iTunes (or Apple Configurator 2) on
your  computer.  You  should  see  a

message  that  your  Apple  TV  is  in
recovery  mode  and  needs  to  be
restored.  Hold  down  the  Shift  key
(Windows) or Option key (macOS) and
click “Restore.” Navigate to the IPSW file
you created earlier.  Select  it  and click
“Open.”  iTunes  will  then  restore  your
Apple  TV  using  that  custom  firmware.
This process takes a few minutes. Do not
disconnect the cable or power during the
restore.

Step 6: Complete
the Jailbreak
Once  the  restore  is  finished,  your  Apple
TV will reboot automatically. You should
see  the  standard  Apple  setup  screen.
Complete the setup as usual. After the
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setup, if you go to the main menu, you’ll
notice  a  new  icon:  FireCore’s  aTV
Flash (black) or simply a “nitoTV” icon
depending  on  the  tool  version.  This
indicates  your  Apple  TV  3  is  now
jailbroken.  You  can  now  install  third-
party apps, including Kodi, via the nitoTV
installer.

RISKS AND CONSIDERATIONS
BEFORE JAILBREAKING

While how to jailbreak Apple TV 3 is
straightforward, you should be aware of
the downsides:

Warranty void: Jailbreaking your
device voids any remaining
warranty from Apple.
Security vulnerabilities: Custom
firmware can expose your device

to malware if you install untrusted
apps.
System instability: Some tweaks
may cause crashes or reduced
performance.
No official support: If something
goes wrong, Apple will not help.
You may need to restore to stock
firmware (which updates to the
latest version, potentially losing
jailbreak).
Limited app compatibility:
Many modern apps are not
optimized for the aging Apple TV 3
hardware.

ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS IF YOU
CHOOSE NOT TO JAILBREAK

If the risks seem too high, consider these
safer alternatives:



8

8 How To Jailbreak Apple Tv 3 2026-07-10

Use an external streaming
device: An Amazon Fire TV Stick,
Roku, or a cheap Android TV box
can be easily configured to run
Kodi and other apps without
hacking.
AirPlay from your phone or
computer: Stream content to
your Apple TV 3 via AirPlay from a
jailbroken iOS device or a
computer running third-party
software.
Upgrade to Apple TV 4K: The
newer Apple TV models support
the tvOS App Store, which includes
official versions of many media
center apps like Plex and Infuse.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON

ISSUES

Here  are  answers  to  typical  problems
encountered  when  following  how  to
jailbreak Apple TV 3:

My Apple TV won’t enter DFU
mode: Make sure you’re using the
aluminum remote (not the Siri
remote). Try a different micro-USB
cable. Some cables are charge-
only; you need a data cable.
iTunes says “The device is not
eligible for the requested
build”: This means Apple is no
longer signing that firmware
version. You must use the exact
version that Seas0nPass
downloaded. If you have a newer
Apple TV 3 with a newer firmware,
you may be out of luck.



How To Jailbreak Apple Tv 3 9

9

After jailbreak, the Apple TV
keeps rebooting: This is rare but
can happen if the IPSW file was
corrupted. Recreate the IPSW and
restore again.
Can I remove the jailbreak?
Yes, by restoring to the latest
official Apple TV software via
iTunes. However, you will lose all
jailbreak apps and settings, and
you cannot downgrade.

WHAT’S NEXT AFTER
JAILBREAKING?

Once  you  have  successfully  jailbroken
your Apple TV 3, you’ll want to explore
the  new  capabilities.  Here  are  a  few
popular options:

Install Kodi: Through nitoTV, you

can install the Kodi media center.
This allows you to stream content
from add-ons, network shares, and
even local USB drives (if you use a
USB adapter).
Enable file sharing: Access the
Apple TV’s file system via SSH to
transfer videos or tweaks.
Install other repositories: Add
third-party repos for more apps
like movie trailers, weather, or
games.
Overclock or underclock: Some
advanced tweaks let you adjust
CPU frequency, though this is
risky.

Remember, the Apple TV 3’s hardware is
limited  (A5  chip,  512  MB RAM).  Don’t
expect  it  to  run  heavy  apps  or  4K
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content. However, as a dedicated media
streamer, it can still shine.

CONCLUSION: IS JAILBREAKING
YOUR APPLE TV 3 WORTH IT?

Learning how to jailbreak Apple TV 3
can  breathe  new  life  into  an  older
device. The process, while requiring a bit
of  technical  savvy,  is  well-documented
and  reliable  when  done  correctly.  You
gain  the  ability  to  install  powerful
software  like  Kodi  and  customize  the

experience  to  your  liking.  However,
weigh the risks of security, stability, and
lost warranty. For many, the jailbreak is
a fun weekend project that extends the
usefulness  of  their  Apple  TV 3.  If  you
decide  to  proceed,  follow  the  steps
carefully, back up your data, and enjoy
your unlocked streaming device. If you
prefer a hassle-free experience, consider
newer alternatives. Either way, you now
have  the  knowledge  to  make  an
informed  decision.


