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GUIDE TO
MACBETH MAJOR
WORKS DATA
SHEET ANSWERS

For decades, the Major
Works  Data  Sheet
(MWDS)  has  been  a
c o r n e r s t o n e
a s s i g n m e n t  i n
advanced  high  school
English  and  college
literature courses. This
rigorous  document
requires  students  to

d i s t i l l  a  c o m p l e x
literary  work  into  its
essential  components,
f r o m  c h a r a c t e r
archetypes  and  plot
structure  to  thematic
s t a t e m e n t s  a n d
sty l i s t i c  dev ices .
A m o n g  t h e  m o s t
frequently  assigned
plays  for  this  task  is
William  Shakespeare’s
Macbeth. Few works in
the  English  language
offer such a dense, rich
tapestry  of  ambition,
guilt, and supernatural
influence.  If  you  are
searching  for  reliable
a n d  i n s i g h t f u l
M a c b e t h  M a j o r
Works  Data  Sheet
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Answers,  you  have
come  to  the  r igh t
place.  This  guide  will
s e r v e  a s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
resource,  breaking
down every section of
the MWDS to help you
understand the play on
a  d e e p e r  l e v e l ,
w h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
c o m p l e t i n g  a n
assignment,  preparing
for an exam, or simply
s e e k i n g  a  r i c h e r
appreciation  of  this
timeless  tragedy.
Rather  than  offering  a
simple  list  of  answers
to copy, this article is
designed  to  help  you
think  critically  about
the  play.  It  provides
t h e  a n a l y t i c a l
f r a m e w o r k  a n d
detailed  information
you need to complete
your  own  data  sheet
with  confidence.  We
w i l l  e x p l o r e  t h e
b iog raph i ca l  and
historical  context,

analyze  the  intricate
plot  structure,  dissect
the  major  characters
and  their  motivations,
a n d  u n p a c k  t h e
powerful  themes  and
symbols  that  make
Macbeth a masterpiece
of world literature.

The
Foundatio
n:
Biographi
cal and
Historical
Context
for the
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MWDS
The first section of any
Major  Works  Data
Sheet typically asks for
b a c k g r o u n d
information  on  the
author and the work’s
p l a c e  i n  h i s t o r y .
Understanding  this
context  is  crucial  for
interpreting  the  text
accurately.
William Shakespeare
(1564–1616)  wrote
Macbeth  around 1606,
during the early years
of  the  reign  of  King
James  I  of  England
(who was also James VI
of  Scotland).  This is  a
vital fact for your data
sheet. King James was
a  known  patron  of
Shakespeare’s  acting
c o m p a n y ,  w h i c h
subsequently  renamed
itself The King’s Men.
The  play  was  clearly
crafted to appeal to the
new  monarch.  James

had a  deep and well-
known  in terest  in
w i t c h c r a f t  a n d
demonology,  even
publishing  a  book  on
the  sub ject  t i t led
Daemonologie.  This
explains the prominent
r o l e  o f  t h e  W e i r d
S i s t e r s  a n d  t h e
s u p e r n a t u r a l
a t m o s p h e r e  t h a t
pervades  the  play.
Furthermore,  James
traced his lineage back
t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l
Banquo,  a  figure
d e p i c t e d  i n
Shakespeare’s  source
mater ia l ,  Raphael
Holinshed’s  Chronicles
of  England,  Scotland,
a n d  I r e l a n d .  B y
portraying Banquo as a
n o b l e ,  v i r t u o u s
ancestor  of  the Stuart
line,  Shakespeare  was
offering  a  flattering
tribute  to  his  king.
Including  these  points
in  the  “H is tor i ca l
Context”  section  of
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y o u r  M W D S
d e m o n s t r a t e s  a
s o p h i s t i c a t e d
understanding  of  the
play’s  purpose.
The genre of the work
is  unambiguous ly
tragedy ,  but  more
specifically,  it  is  often
classified  as  a
Renaissance tragedy
or a revenge tragedy
without  the  traditional
a v e n g e r .  I t  a l s o
c o n t a i n s  s t r o n g
elements of a morality
play, where the battle
between good and evil
is externalized through
characters  l ike  the
w i t c h e s  a n d  t h e
internal struggle within
Macbeth himself.

Plot
Structure

and Key
Turning
Points
A  Major  Works  Data
S h e e t  r e q u i r e s  a
concise  yet  complete
summary  of  the  plot,
often  broken  into  the
traditional  five-act
structure.  It  also  asks
for  the  central  conflict
a n d  t h e  p r i m a r y
turning  points.
The  central  conflict  is
multi- layered.  The
most  obvious  is  Man
v s .  D e s t i n y  ( o r
Supernatura l ) ,  as
Macbeth grapples with
the witches’ prophecy.
However,  the  driving
force of the play is the
internal  conflict
w i t h i n  M a c b e t h
himself: Man vs. Self.
It is the battle between
his  vaulting  ambition
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a n d  h i s  m o r a l
consc i ence .  Th i s
i n t e r n a l  w a r  i s
externalized  in  the
conflict  between
Macbeth and Man vs.
Man,  which  pits  him
a g a i n s t  D u n c a n ,
Banquo,  Macduff,  and
eventually  the  entire
Scottish  nobility.
Here is a breakdown of
the plot  structure you
can use to inform your
data sheet answers:

Exposition (Act
I): We meet the
three witches
who ominously
plan to meet
Macbeth.
Scotland is at
war, and
Macbeth, a
valiant general,
defeats the
traitorous Thane
of Cawdor. King
Duncan praises
Macbeth and
awards him the

title of Thane of
Cawdor. The
witches then
prophesy to
Macbeth and
Banquo, stating
that Macbeth will
become King and
that Banquo will
father a line of
kings, though he
will not be king
himself. This
prophecy ignites
the seed of
ambition in
Macbeth.
Rising Action
(Acts I–III): Lady
Macbeth receives
her husband’s
letter and learns
of the prophecy.
She resolves to
push Macbeth to
murder Duncan
to fulfill it. After
immense
psychological
struggle,
Macbeth kills
Duncan. He is
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immediately
filled with guilt
and paranoia. He
is crowned king,
but his mind is
not at rest.
Remembering
the prophecy
about Banquo’s
heirs, he orders
the murder of
Banquo and his
son Fleance.
Banquo is killed,
but Fleance
escapes.
Climax (Act III,
Scene 4): At a
royal banquet,
Macbeth sees the
ghost of Banquo
sitting in his
chair. His
terrified, public
breakdown
reveals his guilt
to the assembled
lords. This
moment marks a
clear point of no
return. From this
point forward,

Macbeth has fully
committed to a
path of tyranny
and bloodshed,
and his
relationship with
his wife begins to
fracture.
Falling Action
(Acts IV–V):
Desperate for
reassurance,
Macbeth seeks
out the witches
again. They give
him three
apparitions and
seemingly
comforting
prophecies:
beware Macduff,
no man born of
woman can harm
him, and he will
not be
vanquished until
Birnam Wood
comes to
Dunsinane.
These prophecies
give him a false
sense of security.
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Meanwhile,
Macduff has fled
to England to
raise an army. In
a fit of rage and
paranoia,
Macbeth orders
the slaughter of
Macduff’s wife
and children.
Lady Macbeth,
consumed by
guilt, begins
sleepwalking and
trying to wash
imaginary blood
from her hands.
Resolution (Act
V): Lady
Macbeth dies,
apparently by
suicide. The
English army, led
by Malcolm and
Macduff,
approaches. To
fulfill the witches’
prophecy, they
disguise
themselves with
branches from
Birnam Wood,

making it look as
if the forest is
moving. Macbeth
realizes he has
been tricked. In
his final duel with
Macduff, he
learns that
Macduff was
“from his
mother’s womb
untimely ripp’d,”
meaning he was
born by
Caesarean
section and
therefore not
“born of a
woman” in the
natural sense.
Macbeth is killed,
and Malcolm is
restored as the
rightful king.

Character
Analysis
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for the
MWDS
This is often the most
detailed section of the
data  sheet.  You  will
need  to  identify  the
p r o t a g o n i s t ,
antagonist,  foils,  and
major  suppor t ing
characters,  along  with
their  key  traits  and
arcs.
The  Protagonist:
Macbeth.  He  i s  a
complex  tragic  hero.
Initially, he is described
as  “Brave  Macbeth”
and a loyal subject. His
tragic  flaw  is  his
“vaulting ambition,”
which  is  amplified  by
his  moral  weakness
and  susceptibility  to
s u g g e s t i o n .  H i s
character arc is a steep
descent  from  a  noble
warrior  to  a  blood-
soaked tyrant. A strong
M a c b e t h  M a j o r

Works  Data  Sheet
Answers  entry  will
note  h is  power fu l
i m a g i n a t i o n  ( h e
h a l l u c i n a t e s  t h e
dagger),  his  profound
guilt,  and  his  final
descent  into  nihilistic
despair.
The  Antagonist:
Lady Macbeth.  While
M a c b e t h  i s  t h e
protagonist ,  Lady
Macbeth is his primary
antagonist  in  the  first
half of the play. She is
the  force  that  goads
him  into  action.  Her
k e y  t r a i t s  a r e
d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,
manipulation,  and
an iron will. However,
she is  also a complex
character.  Her  famous
“ u n s e x  m e  h e r e ”
speech  shows  she  is
acutely  aware  of  the
gender  roles  of  her
time.  Her  eventual
descent into madness,
driven by guilt, creates
a  powerful  parallel  to
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her husband’s journey.
Key Foil Characters:

Banquo: He is
the perfect foil to
Macbeth. Both
receive a
prophecy from
the witches. But
where Macbeth
allows ambition
to corrupt him,
Banquo remains
cautious and
honorable. He
suspects
Macbeth of
treachery but
does not act on
his suspicions for
his own gain. His
moral
steadfastness
highlights
Macbeth’s
corruptibility.
Macduff: He
serves as a foil
later in the play.
He is the
embodiment of
righteous anger

and loyalty to
Scotland. Unlike
Macbeth, who
murders a king
for ambition,
Macduff kills
Macbeth to
restore order and
avenge his
family. He is the
avenging hero
that Macbeth
should have
been a defender
of the realm.

Minor  but  Crucial
Characters:

The Weird
Sisters
(Witches): They
are agents of
fate or demonic
forces. They do
not force
Macbeth to do
anything;
instead, they
plant the idea in
his mind. They
represent the
dark, chaotic
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forces that tempt
humanity.
King Duncan:
He is the
embodiment of
virtue, grace,
and legitimate
kingship. His
murder is a
profound sin
against nature
and order.
Malcolm:
Duncan’s son
and the rightful
heir. He
eventually
returns from
England to
reclaim his
throne,
representing the
restoration of
order.

Unpackin
g Major

Themes
and
Motifs
Analyzing themes is  a
central  component  of
a n y  a d v a n c e d
literature  assignment.
Your data sheet should
identify  the  dominant
ideas  and  provide
textual  evidence  for
them.
Ambition:  This  is  the
most  obv ious  and
central  theme.  The
p l a y  a s k s :  w h a t
h a p p e n s  w h e n
ambition is  unchecked
b y  m o r a l i t y ?
Shakespeare  shows
that  pure,  selfish
a m b i t i o n  i s  a
destructive  force  that
leads to chaos and self-
destruct ion.  Both
Macbeth  and  Lady
Macbeth are destroyed
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by their own ambition:
Macbe th  th rough
paranoia and violence,
Lady Macbeth through
guilt and madness.
G u i l t  a n d
Conscience:  The play
is a profound study of
psychological  torment.
Gui l t  mani fests  in
tangible,  terrifying
ways.  Macbeth  sees
the  ghost  of  Banquo.
Lady  Macbeth,  in  her
sleepwalking  scene,
t r i e s  t o  w a s h  t h e
“damned  spot”  o f
blood from her hands.
The  play  argues  that
the human conscience
is an inescapable force
that cannot be silenced
by power or denial.
T h e  N a t u r e  o f
K i n g s h i p  a n d
Tyranny:  The  play
c o n t r a s t s  t h e
legitimate,  gracious
rule of Duncan with the
b loody ,  pa rano id
tyranny  of  Macbeth.
Duncan is portrayed as

a  g o o d  k i n g  w h o
r e w a r d s  l o y a l t y .
Macbeth  is  a  tyrant
who rules through fear
a n d  v i o l e n c e ,
suggest ing  that  a
ruler ’s  legit imacy
comes from virtue and
the  consent  of  the
people,  not  just  the
crown.
Fate  vs.  Free  Will:
This  is  the  central
philosophical  question.
T h e  w i t c h e s ’
prophecies  suggest  a
predetermined  fate.
However,  the  play’s
entire action hinges on
the  choices  Macbeth
and  Lady  Macbeth
make. They choose to
interpret the prophecy
in the most  ambitious
way,  and they choose
to  murder.  The  play
strongly  suggests  that
f a t e  p r o v i d e s  a n
opportunity,  but  it  is
human  free  will  and
c h a r a c t e r  t h a t
d e t e r m i n e  t h e
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outcome.
K e y  M o t i f s  t o
Include on Your Data
Sheet:

Blood: The word
“blood” appears
over 100 times in
the play. It
symbolizes guilt,
murder, and the
stain of evil that
cannot be
cleansed. It is
also a symbol of
lineage and
familial bonds
(blood relations).
Sleep: Sleep is a
symbol of peace,
innocence, and a
clear conscience.
After the murder,
Macbeth hears a
voice cry,
“Macbeth does
murder sleep,”
and Lady
Macbeth
becomes a
sleepwalker.
Their loss of

sleep signifies
their loss of
innocence and
peace of mind.
Nature and the
Natural Order:
The murder of a
king is described
as an unnatural
act. Following
the murder,
nature itself goes
haywire: storms
rage, horses eat
each other, and
owls kill falcons.
This motif
reinforces the
idea that
disrupting the
political and
moral order
disrupts the
entire cosmos.
Clothing:
Macbeth is
constantly
described as
wearing ill-fitting
garments. He is
compared to a
“giant’s robe
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upon a dwarfish
thief.” This motif
suggests that he
is not suited for
the role of king,
that he has
stolen an identity
that does not
truly belong to
him.

Literary
and
Stylistic
Devices

For  a  high-scoring
Major  Works  Data
Sheet,  you  must  also
d e m o n s t r a t e  a n
unders tand ing  o f
Shakespeare’s  craft.
Here  are  key  devices
to note:
Imagery:  The  play  is
dominated  by  two
o p p o s i n g  s e t s  o f
imagery.  The  first  is
light  and  darkness
(good  vs.  evil).  The
second  is  fair  and
foul ,  echo ing  the
witches’  line  from the
very first scene:


