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UNLOCKING
SCRIPTURE: YOUR
COMPREHENSIVE
SDA BIBLE
MARKING GUIDE

For Seventh-day
Adventists, the Bible is
not merely a historical
document; it is the
living, breathing Word
of God that guides
faith, doctrine, and
daily living. One of the
most effective ways to
deepen your study and
retain theological
insights is through a
systematic approach to
marking your Bible. An
SDA Bible Marking
Guide serves as a

personal roadmap,
transforming a plain
text into a vibrant,
cross-referenced
tapestry of
interconnected truths.
Whether you are a new
believer exploring
foundational doctrines
or a seasoned pastor
preparing a sermon, a
structured marking

system enhances
comprehension and
makes navigating

Scripture intuitive. This
guide will walk you
through the purpose,
methods, and practical
steps to create a Bible
that is not only read
but truly studied.
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MARKING SYSTEM?

Before diving into
specific techniques, it
is essential to
understand the "why"
behind Bible marking.
For Seventh-day
Adventists, whose
theology emphasizes
the investigative
judgment, the
Sabbath, the state of
the dead, and the
sanctuary, marking
helps connect these
key doctrines across
both the Old and New
Testaments. A well-
marked Bible allows
you to:

¢ ldentify Key
Themes: Quickly
locate verses
related to
prophecy,
salvation, law, or
grace.

¢ Build
Theological
Connections:

See hWHYVUSE A BIBLE
in Daniel relates
to a passage in
Revelation or the
writings of Paul.
Facilitate
Teaching: When
sharing a Bible
study, a marked
Bible serves as a
visual aid,
helping you
guide others
through a topic
seamlessly.
Personalize
Your Study:
Your markings
become a
personal journal
of your spiritual
journey,
highlighting the
verses that have
impacted you
most.

ESSENTIAL TOOLS
FOR YOUR SDA
BIBLE MARKING
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To begin, you need the
right materials. The
goal is to create a
system that is durable,
legible, and flexible.
Avoid using standard
highlighters that bleed
through thin Bible
paper. Instead, invest
in quality tools:

e Fine-Tip
Colored
Pencils: These
are the gold
standard for
Bible marking.
They do not
bleed, they are
erasable (with
care), and they
provide precise
lines. Look for
brands like
Prismacolor or
Faber-Castell.

e Gel
Highlighters:
Specifically
designed for
Bible paper,

these
highlighters have
a dry formula
that minimizes
bleed-through.
Pigma Micron
Pens: Excellent
for underlining or
writing small
notes in margins.
They are archival
quality and fade-
resistant.

A Ruler: A small,
clear ruler helps
you draw straight
lines under
verses,
especially in
narrow columns.
Sticky Notes or
Tabs: Useful for
marking key
chapters (like
Daniel 2, 7, 8,9
or Revelation 12,
14, 20) without
permanently
marking the

page.




COLOR CODJ<ey _FD&FLOPING YOUR

SYSTEM

The backbone of any
effective SDA Bible
marking guide is a
consistent color code.
You are not just
coloring randomly; you
are assigning a specific
hue to a specific
doctrine or theme. This
allows your eyes to
instantly recognize a
topic as you flip
through the pages.
Below is a suggested
color code based on
common Seventh-day
Adventist doctrinal
pillars. Feel free to
adapt it to your
personal study needs.

Suggeste
d Color

SDA
Doctrines

1. Blue (Salvation
& Grace): Use
for verses on
righteousness by
faith, the
atonement, and
the love of God.
Key texts: John
3:16, Romans
3:23-24,
Ephesians 2:8-9.

2. Purple (The
Second Coming
&
Eschatology):
Mark verses
about the literal,
visible return of
Jesus. Key texts:
John 14:1-3,1
Thessalonians
4:16-17,
Revelation 1:7.

3. Green (The
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Sabbath): This
is a distinctive
SDA doctrine.
Mark Genesis
2:2-3, Exodus
20:8-11, Isaiah
66:22-23, and
the Gospel
accounts of Jesus
keeping the
Sabbath.

. Red (The
Sanctuary &
Investigative
Judgment): Use
red to trace the
sanctuary
service in
Leviticus and its
connection to
Hebrews 8-9.
Also mark Daniel
8:14.

. Orange (The
State of the
Dead): Mark
verses that
discuss death as
sleep, the
resurrection, and
the non-
existence of an

immortal soul.
Key texts:
Ecclesiastes
9:5-6, 1
Thessalonians
4:13, John
11:11-14.

. Yellow

(Prophecy &
Revelation):
Use this for
apocalyptic
prophecy
concerning
beasts, time
prophecies, and
the Mark of the
Beast. Key texts:
Daniel 7,
Revelation
13-14.

. Pink (Health &

The Body as a
Temple): Mark
verses related to
the health
message. Key
texts: 1
Corinthians
6:19-20,
Leviticus 11,
Daniel 1.



STEP-BY-STEP
MARKING
TECHNIQUES

Once you have your
color code, you need a
marking technique.
Consistency is more
important than
complexity. Here are
three effective
methods you can
combine.

Method

1: The
Standard
Underline

This is the simplest
method. Use your fine-
tip colored pencil to
draw a straight line
under the key phrase
or verse. For a longer
passage, consider
underlining only the
main clause or the key

noun. Avoid
underlining entire
chapters, as this

defeats the purpose of
highlighting.

Method
2: The
Vertical
Line

This technique s
excellent for marking
entire paragraphs or
chains of thought.
Draw a single vertical
line in the margin next
to the passage. Use
your chosen color for
the doctrine. This
keeps the text itself
clean while still alerting
you to the content.

Method
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3:

Symbols
In the

Margin

Develop a set of small
symbols you write in
the margin. This is an
advanced technique
that adds a layer of
reference without
overwhelming the text.

e Star (*): A key
verse or a
favorite promise.

e Checkmark (v):
A verse you have
memorized.

e Cross (+): A
verse about
salvation or the
Cross.

e Arrow (-): A
cross-reference
to another
passage. Write
the reference

next to the
arrow.

e Question Mark
(?): A passage
you are still
studying or have
questions about.

CREATING A
MASTER KEY
(LEGEND)

Your Bible marking
system is only useful if
you can remember
what each color and
symbol means.
Therefore, you must
create a Master Key
or legend. This is
typically placed on the
inside front cover, the
back cover, or a
dedicated blank page
at the beginning of
your Bible.

Use a sticky note or a
piece of cardstock to
write down your color
code. For example:

¢ Blue = Salvation
& Grace



e Red = Sanctuary
& Judgment

e Green =
Sabbath

e Purple = Second
Coming

Keep this key visible.
Over time, your brain
will automatically
associate the colors
with the themes, and
you will no longer need
to check the legend as
often.

BUILDING
SCRIPTURE CHAINS

One of the most
powerful features of a
SDA Bible marking
guide is the ability to
create scripture
chains. A scripture
chain links one verse
to another on the same
topic, allowing you to
trace a doctrine from
Genesis to Revelation.
This is particularly
useful for Adventist
distinctives like the

Sabbath or
Sanctuary.

the

How to build a chain:

1. Identify a core
doctrine. For
example, "The
Sanctuary."

2. Find the first
key verse.
Perhaps Exodus
25:8-9.

. Mark it in red.

4. In the margin
next to Exodus
25:8-9, write
the next verse
in the chain.
For example,
write "See
Leviticus 16."

5. Mark Leviticus
16 in red. In the
margin, write
"See Hebrews 9."

6. Continue this
chain. Hebrews
9 leads to Daniel
8:14, which leads
to Revelation
11:19.

w

When you finish, you
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can start at Exodus 25
and follow your red
markings all the way to
Revelation. This
transforms your Bible
into a dynamic study
tool.

TIPS FOR MARKING
PROPHETIC BOOKS
(DANIEL AND
REVELATION)

Seventh-day
Adventists place heavy
emphasis on the
prophetic books of
Daniel and Revelation.
Marking these books
requires a slightly
different approach due
to their symbolic
nature.

e Color Code
Symbols: Assign
a color to specific
symbols. For
example, use
orange for
beasts, blue for
horns, and
yellow for time

periods (1260
days, 2300
days).

Write
Interpretations
in Margins: In
the narrow
margins, write
the meaning of
the symbol. For
instance, next to
"beast" in Daniel
7, you might
write "kingdom."
Next to "water"
in Revelation 17,
write "peoples.”
Use Brackets
for Time
Prophecies:
Place square
brackets around
the start and end
of a time
prophecy. This
helps you
visualize the
chronological
scope.

Connect
Parallel
Prophecies:



Draw lines or
write cross-
references
linking Daniel 7
to Daniel 8 and
Daniel 2. Seeing
these parallel
structures is key
to Adventist
historicist
interpretation.
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COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

Even with a great
guide, beginners can
make errors.
aware of these pitfalls
will save you time and
keep your Bible clean.

Being

e Over-Marking:
If you mark
everything, you
have marked
nothing. Be
selective. Only
highlight the key
words, phrases,
or verses. Leave
the supporting

context
unmarked.
Using Pens
That Bleed:
Always test a
pen or pencil on
a scrap page
before using it in
your Bible. A
bleeding pen
ruins the
readability of the
opposite page.
Inconsistent
Color Use: If
you use green for
the Sabbath one
week and blue
the next, your
system
collapses. Stick
to your key
religiously.
Ignoring
Context: Do not
mark a verse in
isolation. Make
sure you
understand the
surrounding
verses. A marked
verse taken out
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of context can
lead to doctrinal
error.

Being Afraid to
Start: Many
people buy
beautiful Bibles
but never mark
them for fear of
making a
mistake.
Remember, your
Bible is a tool to
be used, not an
artifact to be
preserved. Start
small and build
your system over
time.

ADAPTING THE
GUIDE FOR
DIFFERENT BIBLE
VERSIONS

Most SDA members
use the New King
James Version
(NKJV) or the King
James Version (KJV).
However, you can
apply this marking

11

guide to any
translation, including
the English Standard
Version (ESV) or the
New International
Version (NIV). The
doctrines are the
same, though the
wording may differ. If
you use a modern
translation, pay close
attention to how key
terms like "sanctuary"
or "judgment" are
translated. Adjust your
markings accordingly.

DIGITAL BIBLE
MARKING

While this guide
focuses on physical
Bibles, the principles
apply equally to digital
study. Many apps like
Logos, Olive Tree, or
AndBible allow you to
create color-coded
highlighting and
margin notes. The
advantage of digital
marking is that it is
clean, searchable, and




easily backed up.
However, many find
that the tactile
experience of marking
a physical Bible leads
to better retention. You
can choose to use

12

both: mark a physical
Bible for daily
devotional use and a
digital version for deep
word studies and cross-
referencing.
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