All The Sharks In The World 1

All The Sharks In The

World

All The
Sharks In
The World

Downloaded from
webl.enteraskincare.com
by Lloyd & Benitez

DIVING DEEP: AN
OVERVIEW OF ALL
THE SHARKS IN
THE WORLD

Sharks have patrolled
the world’s oceans for
over 400 million years,
long before dinosaurs
roamed the Earth.
They are a group of
elasmobranch fish
characterized by a
cartilaginous skeleton,
five to seven qill slits
on the sides of the
head, and pectoral fins
that are not fused to
the head. Despite their
fearsome reputation,
largely fueled by
movies and media,

sharks are incredibly
diverse and vital to
marine ecosystems.
When we talk about all
the sharks in the
world, we are referring
to more than 500
known species, ranging
from the massive
whale shark to the tiny
dwarf lanternshark.
This article will explore
the remarkable variety
among these apex
predators, their
habitats, behaviors,
and the urgent need
for their conservation.

THE TRUE
DIVERSITY: MORE
THAN JUST GREAT
WHITES

When most people


https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

think of sharks, the
image of a great white
shark often comes to
mind. However, all the
sharks in the world
encompass an
astonishing range of
shapes, sizes, and
lifestyles. Sharks
belong to the subclass
Elasmobranchii, which
also includes rays and

skates. They are
divided into eight
orders, each with

distinct characteristics.
Understanding this
diversity is key to
appreciating their
evolutionary success
and ecological roles.

Order
Lamnifor
mes: The

Mackerel
Sharks

This order includes
some of the most
iconic and well-known
sharks. Mackerel
sharks are
characterized by their
large jaws, pointed
snouts, and the ability
to maintain a body
temperature higher
than the surrounding
water (regional
endothermy). Key
members include:

e Great white
shark
(Carcharodon
carcharias):
The largest
predatory fish on
Earth, known for
its size and
power. It inhabits
coastal surface
waters in all
major oceans.
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e Shortfin mako
shark (Isurus
oxyrinchus):
The fastest
shark, capable of
bursts up to 45
mph. It is highly
migratory and
prized in sport
fishing.
Basking shark
(Cetorhinus
maximus): The
second-largest
fish after the
whale shark, it is
a filter feeder
that slowly
cruises through
plankton-rich
waters.

Goblin shark
(Mitsukurina
owstoni): A
rare, deep-sea
species with a
distinctive
protruding snout
and nail-like
teeth.
Megamouth
shark

(Megachasma
pelagios):
Another filter
feeder,
discovered only
in 1976. It is
rarely seen and
lives in the deep
ocean.

Order
Carcharhi
niformes:
The
Ground
Sharks

This is the largest
order of sharks,
containing over 270
species. Ground sharks
are diverse and include
many common coastal
species. They have a
nictitating membrane



(a third eyelid) and two
dorsal fins  without
spines. Prominent
examples include:

e Tiger shark
(Galeocerdo
cuvier): Known
for its tiger-like
stripes and
indiscriminate
diet. It is often
called the
"garbage can of
the sea."

¢ Bull shark
(Carcharhinus
leucas): Notable
for its ability to
tolerate
freshwater,
allowing it to
swim far up
rivers. It is
considered one
of the most
aggressive
sharks.

¢ Blue shark
(Prionace
glauca): A sleek,
open-ocean
species with a

deep blue
coloration. It is
one of the most
widespread
sharks.
Hammerhead
sharks (family
Sphyrnidae):
Instantly
recognizable by
their hammer-
shaped heads
(cephalofoils),
which enhance
vision and
electroreception.
There are nine
species,
including the
great
hammerhead
(Sphyrna
mokarran).
Lemon shark
(Negaprion
brevirostris): A
yellowish-brown
shark common in
shallow, sandy
areas. It has
been extensively
studied for its
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social behavior.

Order
Squalifor
mes: The
Dogfish
Sharks

Dogfish  sharks are
typically smaller and
have spines in front of
their two dorsal fins.
They lack an anal fin.
This order includes

many deep-sea
species. Notable
members:

e Spiny dogfish
(Squalus
acanthias): One
of the most
abundant sharks,
found in
temperate
waters
worldwide. It is

commercially
fished.

e Greenland
shark
(Somniosus
microcephalus)
: A massive,
slow-moving
shark of Arctic
waters. It has an
extremely long
lifespan, possibly
over 400 years.

e Cookiecutter
shark (Isistius
brasiliensis): A
small,
bioluminescent
shark that takes
circular bites out
of larger animals,
including whales
and submarines.

Order
Orectolob



iformes:
The .
Carpet
Sharks

Carpet sharks are often
bottom-dwelling and

have whisker-like .
barbels near their
mouths. They are
named for their
patterned, carpet-like
appearance. Examples
include:

e Whale shark
(Rhincodon
typus): The
largest fish in the
world, reaching
lengths of over
40 feet. Itis a
gentle filter
feeder.

* Wobbegong
sharks (family
Orectolobidae):
Masters of

camouflage, with
fringed skin that
blends into the
ocean floor.
Zebra shark
(Stegostoma
fasciatum):
Juveniles have
zebra-like stripes
that become
spotted as
adults.

Nurse shark
(Ginglymostom
a cirratum): A
slow-moving,
bottom-dwelling
shark common in
tropical waters,
often seen
resting on the
seafloor.

Other
Orders:
Hexanchif
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ormes,
Pristiopho
riformes,
Squatinif
ormes,
and
Heterodo
ntiformes

To fully cover all the
sharks in the world,
we must also mention
these lesser-known
groups:

e Hexanchiforme
s (frilled and
cow sharks):
Primitive sharks
with six or seven
gill slits. The
frilled shark

(Chlamydoselach
us anguineus)
resembles an eel
and lives in deep
waters.
Pristiophorifor
mes
(sawsharks):
Have a long,
saw-like snout
lined with teeth,
used to slash
prey. They are
distinct from
sawfish (which
are rays).
Squatiniformes
(angel sharks):
Flattened sharks
that look like
rays, with wide
pectoral fins.
They are ambush
predators that
bury themselves
in sand.
Heterodontifor
mes (bullhead
sharks):
Characterized by
a pig-like snout
and spines on



their dorsal fins.
They have
separate rear
teeth for
crushing
shellfish.

GLOBAL
DISTRIBUTION:
WHERE ALL THE
SHARKS IN THE
WORLD LIVE

Sharks are found in
every ocean, from the
sunlit surface waters to
the abyssal depths,
and even in some
freshwater rivers and
lakes. Their distribution
depends on species,
with some being highly
migratory and others
resident in specific
regions. Understanding
their habitats is crucial
for conservation
planning.

Coastal
and Reef
Habitats

Many shark species
prefer shallow, coastal
waters. All the sharks
in the world that
inhabit these areas,
such as the tiger shark,
bull shark, and
Caribbean reef shark
(Carcharhinus perezi),
play key roles in reef
ecosystems. They
often use mangroves
and estuaries as
nursery grounds. The
lemon shark is a classic
example of a species
that relies on coastal
nurseries for its young.

Open
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Ocean

(Pelagic)

Habitats

Pelagic sharks are
adapted for life in the
vast, open ocean. They
include the blue shark,
oceanic whitetip shark
(Carcharhinus

longimanus), and
shortfin mako. These
sharks are highly
migratory, often
traveling thousands of
miles. The oceanic
whitetip was once
abundant but has
declined drastically
due to overfishing.

Deep-Sea
Habitats

The deep sea is home
to some of the most
bizarre and little-known

sharks. The goblin
shark, frilled shark, and
Greenland shark reside
in depths below 200
meters. The sixgill
shark (Hexanchus
griseus) is a large
deep-water species
that sometimes
ventures into shallower
waters at night. These
deep-sea sharks have
slow metabolisms and
lifespans that can
exceed a century.

Freshwat
er
Environm
ents

A few species can
tolerate freshwater.
The bull shark is the
most famous, having
been found in the
Amazon River, Lake
Nicaragua, and even



the Mississippi River.
The Ganges shark
(Glyphis gangeticus) is
a rare, critically
endangered species
limited to freshwater
rivers in India and
Bangladesh. These
adaptations show the
incredible flexibility of
all the sharks in the
world.

BEHAVIOR AND
ECOLOGY: THE
ROLES SHARKS
PLAY

Sharks are apex
predators in most
ecosystems, meaning
they help regulate the
populations of species
below them in the food
web. However, not all
sharks are top
predators. Filter
feeders like the whale
shark and basking
shark are primary
consumers. All the
sharks in the world
share some common

behaviors, but there is
remarkable variation:

* Feeding
strategies:
From filter
feeding to
ambush
predation,
scavenging, and
even specialized
hunting of seals
or fish.

e Social
behavior: Some
species, like the
lemon shark,
form social
hierarchies and
even show
individual
recognition.
Others, like the
great white, are
primarily solitary.

e Migration:
Many sharks
undertake long
migrations for
feeding or
breeding. The
great white shark
travels between
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feeding grounds
near seal
colonies and
warmer waters.
Reproduction:
Sharks show a
range of
reproductive
strategies:
oviparity (egg-
laying), viviparity
(live birth), and
ovoviviparity
(eggs hatch
inside the
mother). The
spiny dogfish has
one of the
longest gestation
periods of any
vertebrate (up to
24 months).

CONSERVATION:
THE THREATS
FACING ALL THE
SHARKS IN THE
WORLD

Human activities have
pushed many shark
species to the brink of
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extinction. According
to the International
Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN), over
a third of shark species
are threatened with
extinction. The primary
threats are:

e Overfishing:
Sharks are
caught for their
fins (shark fin
soup), meat, liver
oil, and cartilage.
Bycatch in tuna
and swordfish
fisheries is also
devastating.
Habitat
destruction:
Coastal
development,
pollution, and the
destruction of
mangroves and
seagrass beds
remove critical
nursery habitats.
Climate
change: Rising
ocean
temperatures



and acidification
affect shark
distribution and
prey availability.
Shark finning:
The practice of
cutting off fins
and discarding
the body at sea
is particularly
cruel and
wasteful. It has
been banned in
many areas but
still occurs
illegally.

Conservation efforts
include the
establishment of
marine protected
areas, fishing quotas,
international treaties
like CITES (Convention
on International Trade
in Endangered
Species), and public
awareness campaigns.
Ecotourism, such as
shark diving, can also
provide economic
incentives for
protection. To preserve
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all the sharks in the
world, we must act
quickly and globally.

CONCLUSION: THE
IMPORTANCE OF
EVERY SHARK

From the gentle whale
shark to the elusive
goblin shark, these
creatures are not the
mindless monsters of
myth but rather highly
evolved, essential
members of ocean life.
Understanding all the
sharks in the world
means appreciating
their diversity, their
ecological significance,
and the threats they
face. As apex
predators, they
maintain the health of
marine ecosystems.
Their decline could
trigger cascading
effects throughout the
oceans. It is our
responsibility to ensure
that future generations
can still marvel at the
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sight of a shark gliding
through the sea. By
supporting sustainable
fishing, protecting
habitats, and
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spreading knowledge,
we can help secure a
future for every shark
species on Earth.



