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INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF A TIMELESS CLASSIC

"What a Wonderful World" stands as one
of  the  most  beloved  and  universally
recognized  songs  in  modern  history.
With  its  gentle  melody  and  optimistic
lyrics,  it  has  comforted  generations,
played  at  weddings,  featured  in
countless  films,  and  become an  anthem

of hope. Yet, for such a famous song, a
simple  question  often  arises:  Who
wrote What a Wonderful World? The
answer  reveals  a  fascinating  story  of
collaboration,  artistic  vision,  and  a
message that almost never saw the light
of day. This article delves deep into the
origins of this masterpiece, exploring the
minds behind the lyrics, the music, and
the  legacy  that  continues  to  inspire
millions.
Understanding  who  wrote  What  a
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Wonderful  World  is  not  just  about
assigning credit; it is about appreciating
the unique circumstances that brought
together  two  exceptionally  talented
individuals. Their work transcended the
typical pop song, creating a piece that
feels  both  personal  and  universal.  To
fully grasp the song's impact, we must
journey back to the late 1960s, a time of
social  upheaval,  war,  and  uncertainty,
when a message of simple beauty was
desperately needed.

THE TWO CREATIVE MINDS
BEHIND THE SONG

The  question  of  who wrote  What  a
Wonderful  World  has  a  clear  and
definitive  answer.  The  song  was  the
product  of  a  bril l iant  partnership
between  two  legendary  figures  in

American music: Bob Thiele (using the
pseudonym  George  Douglas)  and
George David Weiss.  Each brought a
unique set of skills and life experiences
to  the  table,  and  their  collaboration
produced a lyrical and musical gem that
has stood the test of time.

Bob Thiele: The
Visionary
Producer and Co-
Writer
Bob  Thiele  was  a  record  producer,
composer,  and  label  executive  with  a
Midas touch. He worked with some of the
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biggest names in jazz and pop, including
John Coltrane, Dizzy Gillespie, and Buddy
Holly. At the time of the song's creation,
Thiele was the head of ABC Records, the
label  to  which  Louis  Armstrong  was
signed. Recognized as a key figure when
considering  who  wrote  What  a
Wonderful  World,  Thiele  saw  the
potential  for  Armstrong  to  deliver  a
message of peace and unity. He wrote
the music for the song, crafting a simple,
warm, and accessible melody that would
perfectly frame the optimistic lyrics. He
chose  to  use  the  pen  name  "George
Douglas"  for  this  project,  likely  as  a
professional  whim, but  his  contribution
as  a  composer  is  undeniable.  Thiele’s
vis ion  was  to  create  a  song  that
counteracted the negativity of the news,
a sonic antidote to the Vietnam War and

social unrest.

George David
Weiss: The
Lyrical Poet
George  David  Weiss  was  a  highly
accomplished  lyricist  and  composer,
known for his work on other classics like
"The  Lion  Sleeps  Tonight"  and  "Can't
Help  Falling  in  Love."  When  asked  to
help  answer  who  wrote  What  a
Wonderful  World,  Weiss’s  name  is
prominent.  He was responsible  for  the
lyrics. Weiss was initially hesitant about
the  song,  finding  it  overly  simple  or
"corny." However, he was persuaded by
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Bob  Thiele  to  write  words  that  were
profound in their simplicity. Weiss looked
at the world through the eyes of a child,
focusing on the basic,  beautiful  things
that  are  often  taken  for  granted:  the
colors of the rainbow, the friendly faces
of  people  passing  by,  the  sound  of
babies  crying,  and  the  promise  of
growth.  His  genius  was in  making the
simple  seem  deeply  meaningful.  The
lyrics  he  wrote  are  a  masterclass  in
using plain language to evoke powerful
emotions.

THE STORY OF CREATION: A
SONG BORN FROM CONTRAST

The  context  in  which  the  song  was
written is essential to understanding its
power. The late 1960s were marked by
the  Vietnam War,  civil  rights  protests,

political  assassinations,  and  a  general
sense of  global  anxiety.  It  was a time
when  the  nightly  news  was  filled  with
images  of  conflict  and  division.  It  was
precisely this darkness that inspired the
q u e s t i o n  w h o  w r o t e  W h a t  a
Wonderful World and why they wrote
it. Bob Thiele wanted to create a piece of
art  that  focused  on  the  positive,  a
reminder of the beauty that still existed
amidst the chaos. He approached Louis
Armstrong, a figure beloved across racial
and cultural lines, to be the voice of this
message.  Armstrong,  known  for  his
joyful demeanor and gravelly voice, was
the  perfect  messenger.  The  song  was
written  specifically  with  him  in  mind,
tailoring  the  melody  to  his  distinctive
vocal range and phrasing.
Interestingly,  the  song  was  not  an
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immediate success. In fact, it was met
with a lukewarm reception in the United
States  upon  its  release  in  1967.  ABC
Records  did  not  initially  promote  it
heavily, feeling it was too saccharine for
the times. However, the song became a
massive  hit  in  the  United  Kingdom,
reaching number one on the charts.  It
was only later,  after  being featured in
the 1988 film "Good Morning,  Vietnam,"
that the song experienced a resurgence
in  the  US  and  became  the  enduring
classic  we  know  today.  This  delayed
success  is  a  testament  to  the  song's
timeless  quality.  The  individuals  who
answer  the  question  of  who  wrote
What  a  Wonderful  World  created
something that was ahead of its time, a
song  that  needed  years  to  find  its
perfect  audience.

DECONSTRUCTING THE LYRICS
AND MUSIC

The Power of
Simple
Observation
The  lyrics,  penned  by  George  David
Weiss, are remarkable for their lack of
complexity.  They  do  not  rely  on
metaphor  or  intricate  poetry.  Instead,
they are a series of simple observations:
"I see trees of green, red roses too," "I
see skies of blue and clouds of white,"
"The colors of the rainbow, so pretty in
the sky." This directness is the key to the
song's  universality.  Anyone,  regardless
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of  age,  background,  or  language,  can
immediately picture these images. When
exp lo r i ng  who  wrote  What  a
Wonderful World, it is crucial to note
that  Weiss  deliberately  chose  to  write
from a childlike perspective. The line "I
see friends shaking hands, saying, 'How
do you do?'  /  They're  really  saying,  'I
love you'" takes a simple social gesture
and  reveals  its  deeper,  universal
meaning. The song argues that the world
is  wonderful  not  because it  is  perfect,
but  because  of  these  small,  beautiful
moments of connection and nature.

A Melody Built

for Comfort
Bob Thiele's music is the perfect vehicle
for  these lyrics.  The melody is  gentle,
unhurried,  and  tonal.  It  moves  in  a
conversational manner, rising and falling
with the natural cadence of speech. The
chord  progression  is  classic  and
comforting,  providing  a  sense  of
familiarity and safety. The arrangement,
famously performed by Louis Armstrong
with  his  trademark  trumpet  intro,  is
sparse and warm. The use of a gentle
brass section and soft strings creates an
intimate,  almost  lullaby-like  quality.
Thiele  understood  that  the  message
required  a  sett ing  that  was  non-
threatening and welcoming. The answer
to  who  wrote  What  a  Wonderful
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World  must  always  acknowledge  the
synergy  between  words  and  music;
neither  would  have  been  as  effective
without  the  other.

THE INDELIBLE MARK OF LOUIS
ARMSTRONG

While  Bob  Thiele  and  George  David
Weiss are the writers, no discussion of
who wrote What a Wonderful World
is  complete without acknowledging the
transformative power of the performer.
Louis  Armstrong  did  not  just  sing  the
song;  he  inhabited  it.  His  weathered,
soulful  voice  carried  a  lifetime  of
experience, joy, and hardship. When he
sang "I  hear babies cry,  I  watch them
grow / They'll learn much more than I'll
ever know," the listener felt the weight
of his years and his genuine hope for the

future.  Armstrong’s  decision  to  record
the song was a statement in itself. At a
time when he could have easily retired,
he chose to use his platform to spread a
message  of  love  and  optimism.  His
performance elevated the song from a
simple  composition  to  a  profound
cultural  artifact.  He  became the  third,
essential  collaborator  in  the  song's
success,  which is  why the question of
who wrote What a Wonderful World
also  leads  to  a  conversation  about  its
greatest interpreter.

LEGACY AND ENDURING
RELEVANCE

Decades  after  its  creation,  the  song
remains a staple of  popular  culture.  It
has been covered by hundreds of artists,
from  Israel  Kamakawiwoʻole  to  Rod
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Stewart,  each  bringing  their  own
interpretation. It is used in commercials
to evoke sincerity, in movies to signal a
shift  from  cynicism  to  hope,  and  at
funerals to provide comfort. The song's
enduring power lies in its refusal to be
cynical.  In  a  world  that  often  feels
overwhelming,  it  offers  a  simple,
grounding  perspective.  Understanding
who wrote What a Wonderful World
is  to  understand  a  deliberate  act  of
creative  optimism.  Bob  Thiele  and
George David Weiss deliberately chose
to look for the light, and they shared that
vision with the world through the perfect
voice  of  Louis  Armstrong.  The  song
continues to teach new generations to
appreciate the world around them, one
beautiful, simple observation at a time.

CONCLUSION: A TIMELESS GIFT
FROM TWO WRITERS

The  question  who  wrote  What  a
Wonderful  World  leads  us  to  Bob
Thiele  (George  Douglas)  and  George
David Weiss, two men who, in a moment
of  creative  clarity,  decided  to  write  a
letter of love to the planet. They did not
set out to write a hit;  they set out to
write  a  truth.  Their  collaboration
produced a work that is at once deeply
personal  and  universally  shared.  The
song is a reminder that even in the most
turbulent times, the world is still full of
beauty, kindness, and wonder. Thanks to
their  vision,  and  the  unforgettable
performance of Louis Armstrong, "What
a Wonderful World" will continue to be a
s o u r c e  o f  j o y  a n d  c o m f o r t  f o r



Who Wrote What A Wonderful World 9

9

generations  to  come.  It  stands  as  a
perfect  example  of  how  simple  words

and a gentle melody can change the way
we see everything around us.


