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INTRODUCTION

Fo r  gene ra t i ons ,
Disney’s The Lion King
h a s  c a p t i v a t e d
audiences  with  i ts
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
c h a r a c t e r s  a n d
timeless music. Among
the most buoyant and
playful songs from the
film is “I Just Can’t Wait
to Be King,” sung by a
young  Simba  and  his
friend Nala. The song’s
energetic  melody,
c lever  ly r ics ,  and
exuberant  rhythm
make it  a  favorite  for
m u s i c i a n s  o f  a l l
ages—especially  those
learning  guitar,  piano,

or  ukulele.  If  you  are
searching  for  “I  Just
Can T Wait To Be King
chords,”  you  have
come  to  the  r igh t
place. Whether you are
a beginner  picking up
the instrument for the
first  time  or  an
experienced  player
looking  to  add  this
c l a s s i c  t o  y o u r
r e p e r t o i r e ,
understanding  the
chord structure behind
this song can unlock a
world of musical fun.
In  this  comprehensive
guide,  we  will  break
down  the  essential
chords,  strumming
p a t t e r n s ,  a n d
progression  for  “I  Just
Can’t Wait to Be King.”
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We  will  also  explore
the song’s background,
offer tips for mastering
the  transitions,  and
suggest  alternative
arrangements  for
different  instruments.
By  the  end,  you  will
have  everything  you
need to play this joyful
t u n e  w i t h
confidence—and
maybe even a little of
S i m b a ’ s  s p i r i t e d
swagger.

BACKGROUND OF
THE SONG

“I Just Can’t Wait to Be
King”  was  composed
by  El ton  John  with
lyrics  by  Tim Rice  for
the  1994  animated
film.  In  the  story,
young  Simba  dreams
of the day he will rule
the  Pride  Lands,  free
from  the  rules  and
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
imposed by adults. The
song  is  a  fast-paced,
j a z z y  n u m b e r

performed in the key of
F major, though many
simplified versions shift
to  C  or  G  for  easier
playability.  Its  bouncy
tempo and syncopated
rhythm  mimic  the
playful,  rebell ious
e n e r g y  o f  t h e
c h a r a c t e r .
Understanding  the
original  key  and  feel
helps  guitarists  and
keyboardists  replicate
the  authentic  sound,
but  don’t  worry—we
wil l  provide  chord
variations  that  suit
your  skill  level.

Original
Key and
Time
Signature
The song is written in F
major with a 4/4 time
signature  and  a  brisk
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tempo  around  160
BPM.  However,  most
amateur arrangements
transpose  the  chords
to friendlier keys like C
or  G,  which  avoids
barre  chords .  The
chord  progression
mirrors classic musical
t h e a t r e  s t y l e ,
alternating  between
major  chords  and
m i n o r  s h a d e s  t o
convey excitement and
slight defiance.

ESSENTIAL
CHORDS FOR “I
JUST CAN’T WAIT
TO BE KING”

To play the song in its
most popular simplified
version (key of C), you
only need a handful of
open  chords.  Even  if
you have limited chord
vocabulary,  you  can
hand le  th i s  song .
Below  are  the  core
c h o r d s  y o u  w i l l
encounter:

C major – The
tonic chord,
providing the
bright, optimistic
foundation.
G major – The
dominant chord,
pushing the
melody forward.
F major – The
subdominant,
adding richness
and tension-
release.
Am – A minor
chord that
introduces a hint
of longing or
mischief.
Dm – Another
minor, often
used in the
bridge sections.
E7 – A dominant
seventh that
adds a bluesy,
jazzy flavor.

If  you  are  playing  in
the  original  key  of  F,
you  will  need  barre
chords such as F,  Bb,
C ,  a n d  D m .  F o r
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s i m p l i c i t y ,  w e
recommend the key of
C  for  most  guitarists.
Ukulele  players  can
use  the  same  chord
shapes  but  tuned
higher  (GCEA).

Alternativ
e Chord
Shapes
for
Ukulele
Ukulele chords for this
song  are  remarkably
easy.  The  standard
version  uses:

C (0003)
G (0232)
F (2010)
Am (2000)
Dm (2210)
E7 (1202)

These  shapes  require

n o  b a r r e  a n d  a r e
perfect  for  children or
beginners.

STRUMMING
PATTERNS AND
RHYTHM TIPS

The  original  recording
i s  l i v e l y  a n d
syncopated,  with  a
strong  backbeat.  To
capture  the  playful
m o o d ,  u s e  a
strumming pattern that
e m p h a s i z e s  t h e
offbeats.  A  simple
“down,  down-up,  up-
down-up”  pattern
works well. For a more
authentic feel,  try this
pattern (in 4/4):

Down on beat 11.
(strong)
Down on beat 22.
(soft)
Up on the & of3.
beat 2
Down on beat 34.
(strong)
Up on the & of5.
beat 3
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Down on beat 46.
(soft)
Up on the & of7.
beat 4

This creates a “skank”
rhythm  s imi la r  to
reggae or ska, befitting
the  song’s  cheeky
tone.  Practice  slowly
with  a  metronome,
then gradually increase
tempo. Remember that
the  song  is  fast,  so
start  at  100 BPM and
work your way up.

Dynamics
for
Expressio
n
Vary  your  strumming
intensity to match the
lyrics.  For  the  verse,
k e e p  i t  l i g h t  a n d
s tacca to ;  f o r  t he
chorus, strum with full

a rm  s t r okes .  The
repeated  line  “I  just
can’t wait  to be king”
s h o u l d  f e e l
triumphant—use  bold
downstrokes  on  the
downbeats.

CHORD
PROGRESSION
BREAKDOWN

Now let us map out the
c o m p l e t e  c h o r d
progression  for  the
song in  the key of  C.
We  will  refer  to  the
popular version used in
many  online  tutorials.
Note  that  the  original
has  s l ight ly  more
complex  harmonies,
b u t  t h e s e  c h o r d s
capture the essence.

Verse
(Simba’s
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Verses)
Pattern: C – G – Am –
F (repeated)
The verse moves in a
standard  I -V-v i - IV
progression.  Each
chord  typically  lasts
two beats, but in some
sections it stretches to
a  full  measure.  For
example:

“I’m gonna be a
mighty king” – C
(2 beats), G (2
beats)
“So enemies
beware” – Am (2
beats), F (2
beats)

Chorus
(“I just
can’t wait

to be
king”)
Pattern: C – G – C – G
– Am – F – C – G – C
The  chorus  is  where
the  emotional  peak
occurs.  Strum  each
chord for one measure,
except  the  final  C
which rings out. Use a
c rescendo  as  you
approach the line “No
one saying do this, no
one saying be that.”

Bridge
(“Oh, I
just can’t
wait to be
king”)
Pattern: F – G – Em –
Am – Dm – G – C
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The  bridge  introduces
a  slight  minor  shift
( E m ,  D m )  b e f o r e
resolving  back  to  C.
This section feels more
contemplative  but  still
energetic. Practice the
transition from F to G
to Em smoothly—keep
your  fingers  close  to
the  fretboard.

Outro
The song ends with a
repeated phrase  on  C
and  G,  often  slowing
d o w n .  S o m e
arrangements  add  a
final  Am-F-C  cadence.
Experiment  with  a
sudden stop (staccato)
on  the  last  chord  for
effect.

TIPS FOR
BEGINNERS
LEARNING “I JUST
CAN’T WAIT TO BE
KING” CHORDS

If you are new to guitar
or  ukulele,  do  not  be

intimidated  by  the
t e m p o .  H e r e  a r e
practical  strategies  to
make  learning  the
chords  easier:

Use a capo:
Place a capo on
the 5th fret and
play G, D, C, Em
shapes to sound
in the key of C.
This avoids barre
chords entirely.
For the original
key, capo 1 and
play C-shapes.
Simplify the
progression:
Ignore the E7
and Dm at first.
Stick to C, G, Am,
F. The song
remains
recognizable.
Slow down: Use
a YouTube tool or
app to reduce
the song speed
to 75% while
keeping pitch.
Practice along
until you can
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strum in sync.
Focus on the
downbeat: Even
if you can’t
master the
syncopation,
playing only
downstrokes on
the chord
changes will still
sound decent.
Sing along:
Hum or sing the
melody while
strumming. It
helps internalize
the chord
changes and
timing.

Common
Mistakes
and How
to Avoid

Them
One  frequent  error  is
rush ing  the  chord
changes  during  the
chorus.  The  transition
from Am to  F  can be
tricky  for  beginners.
Practice  switching
between  these  two
chords in isolation—lift
your  third  finger  from
Am to form the F barre
(or  use  the  easy  F
c h o r d :  x x 3 2 1 1 ) .
Another  mistake  is
m u t i n g  s t r i n g s
inadvertently;  ensure
your  fingertips  press
firmly  and  avoid
touching  adjacent
strings.

ALTERNATIVE
ARRANGEMENTS
AND
INSTRUMENTS

The chords “I Just Can
T Wait To Be King” are
versatile.  Here  are
variations  for  other
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instruments:

Piano/Key
board
In  the  key  of  C,  play
the  same chords  with
your  left  hand  (root
pos i t ion)  and  add
simple fifths or octaves
in the right hand. For a
fu l l e r  sound ,  use
inversions: C (C-E-G), G
(B-D-G), Am (A-C-E),  F
(F-A-C).  The  song  fits
well  under  the  fingers
o f  i n t e r m e d i a t e
players.

Baritone
Ukulele
(DGBE
tuning)
Standard  uke  chords
w o r k ,  b u t  t h e
baritone’s lower range

mimics a guitar sound.
Use the same shapes:
C  (0003),  G  (0232),
etc.  Transpose  capo
placement accordingly.

Simplified
One-
Chord
Version
for Kids
If you only know C, you
can  play  the  entire
song  with  a  single  C
chord  while  humming
the  melody.  It  is  not
authentic  but  allows
very  young  musicians
to participate.

RESOURCES FOR
FURTHER
LEARNING

To  master  the  fu l l
nuance of “I Just Can’t
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Wai t  t o  Be  K ing , ”
c o n s i d e r  t h e s e
resources:

Ultimate Guitar
tabs: Search for
the song to see
multiple user-
submitted chord
charts with
different keys.
YouTube
tutorials:
Channels like
Marty Music,
Andy Guitar, or
Ukulele
Underground
offer step-by-
step lessons.
Sheet music:
Hal Leonard
publishes official
transcriptions
from The Lion
King songbook.
Practice apps:
Yousician or
Fender Play
include this song
in their Disney
collections.

CONCLUSION

Learning  “I  Just  Can’t
W a i t  t o  B e  K i n g
chords” is  a delightful
journey that  combines
music theory with pure
j o y .  T h e  s o n g ’ s
infect ious  energy
makes  i t  a  perfect
pract ice  p iece  for
developing  rhythm,
chord  transitions,  and
p e r f o r m a n c e
confidence.  Whether
you  are  strumming  a
guitar in your bedroom,
tickling  the  ivories,  or
plucking  a  ukulele  by
the  campfire,  these
chords  will  transport
you to the Pride Lands.
Remember: start slow,
focus  on  clean  chord
shapes,  and  let  the
playful  spirit  of  Simba
guide  your  playing.
With  pat ience  and
practice, you will soon
be able to perform this
classic with all  the flair
of  a  young  lion  king.
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Now,  p ick  up  your instrument and let the
music roar!


