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CONQUERING THE INFERNO: THE ULTIMATE ZELDA
OCARINA OF TIME DEATH MOUNTAIN CRATER
WALKTHROUGH

Few locations in The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of Time are as
iconic or intimidating as Death Mountain Crater. This volcanic
hellscape, home to the Gorons and the entrance to the Fire
Temple, represents a major turning point in your adventure as
Young Link. Stepping into the Crater for the first time is a
moment of pure awe; the heat radiates from the screen, the sky
turns a menacing red, and the soundtrack shifts to a thumping,
industrial beat. This comprehensive Zelda Ocarina of Time
Death Mountain Crater Walkthrough is designed to guide you
through every fiery step, from your initial preparations to the final
defeat of the dungeon's boss. Whether you are playing the
original Nintendo 64 classic or the recent PC port, this guide will
ensure you navigate the molten rock and treacherous ledges with
confidence.

Before you even think about setting foot inside the Crater,
preparation is key. This is not a location for the faint of heart or
the ill-equipped. Your primary objective is to reach the Fire
Temple, retrieve the Megaton Hammer, and defeat Volvagia, the
dragon boss. This walkthrough will break down the entire
process, covering the necessary items, the optimal route, and the
strategies required to survive the heat.

ESSENTIAL PREPARATIONS BEFORE ENTERING THE
CRATER

Death Mountain Crater is a hostile environment. You cannot
simply walk in without the proper gear. Attempting to enter
without the correct equipment will result in Link taking
continuous damage from the extreme heat, leading to a very
quick death. Here is your mandatory checklist before you begin
your Zelda Ocarina of Time Death Mountain Crater
Walkthrough.

The Goron Tunic: Your
Ticket to Survival

The single most important item for this area is the Goron Tunic.
This fiery-red garment provides complete immunity to the
scorching heat of the Crater. Without it, you will lose a heart
piece every few seconds. You can obtain the Goron Tunic from
multiple sources, but the most reliable method is to purchase it
from the Goron Shop. To do this, you must first find the shop,
which is located inside the Crater itself on a lower ledge, or you
can purchase it from the market in Hyrule Castle Town as an
adult, which is far easier. Alternatively, you can find it as a hidden
item in a chest, but buying it is the safest bet. Make sure you
have at least 200 Rupees before you start your journey.

The Hylian Shield and a
Sturdy Sword

While the Hylian Shield is not strictly required for heat
resistance, it is essential for blocking projectiles from Fire Keese
and defending against Lizalfos. More importantly, you will need a
reliable sword. The Master Sword is the obvious choice, as you
will be playing as Adult Link for this entire segment. Ensure your
sword is fully charged and ready for combat.

Additional Items for
Success

e Bombs: You will need a good supply of Bombs to open
cracked walls and defeat certain enemies. A full capacity of
20 or more is recommended.

* Din's Fire: While optional, Din's Fire can be incredibly
useful for lighting torches in the Fire Temple and dealing
with groups of enemies.

» Fairy Potions: Carry a few Red or Green Potions. The
enemies inside the Crater and the Fire Temple hit hard, and
having a backup heal is always wise.

* Review of the Lens of Truth: This item is critical for the
Fire Temple, specifically for navigating a tricky invisible
maze. Make sure you have completed the Bottom of the
Well to obtain it.

NAVIGATING THE ENTRANCE TO DEATH MOUNTAIN
CRATER

Once you are prepared, your journey begins. You will start at the
base of Death Mountain, near the entrance to the Dodongo's
Cavern. From here, you must climb the winding rocky paths
leading upward. As you ascend, you will encounter various
enemies, including Tektites and the occasional Dodongo. Reach
the top of the mountain where you will find the Great Fairy
Fountain and the entrance to the Crater. Put on your Goron Tunic
and step through the threshold. The screen will flash, the ground
will turn black and red, and you will be standing on the lip of the
volcano. This marks the true start of your Zelda Ocarina of
Time Death Mountain Crater Walkthrough.

COMPREHENSIVE DEATH MOUNTAIN CRATER
WALKTHROUGH

The interior of the Crater is a vast, open area with multiple
ledges, bridges, and pools of lava. Your primary goal is to reach
the entrance of the Fire Temple, which is located high up on the
far side of the map. Below is a step-by-step breakdown of the
route.
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Step 1: Descend and Cross
the First Lava Pit

When you first enter, you will be on a stone platform. Walk
forward and you will see a massive stone bridge stretching over a
lake of lava. Cross this bridge carefully. There are no enemies
directly on the bridge, but Fire Keese will fly overhead. Use your
Bow or simply ignore them. At the end of the bridge, you will find
a fork. To your immediate left is a ledge leading down to the
Goron Shop. It is highly recommended you stop here if you have
not yet purchased your Goron Tunic or if you need to restock on
Bombs. The Goron Shop also sells a piece of Heart, so grab it if
you can.

Step 2: Ascending the
Ledges

From the shop area, you need to go up. Look for a series of stone
staircases and ramps that wrap around the walls of the Crater.
You will need to climb several levels. Be aware of the following
obstacles:

1. Rolling Gorons: Several Gorons are rolling around in
circles on the upper ledges. They will knock you off if they
hit you. Wait for a gap in their path, or use your Hover
Boots (if you have them) to step over them.

2. Lava Pools: Some ledges are partially submerged in lava.
You will need to use the Longshot or carefully time your
jumps to cross these obstacles.

3. Treasure Chests: Keep an eye out for small alcoves
containing chests. Most contain rupees or recovery hearts,
but one contains a Gold Skulltula token. Collecting these
is vital for expanding your item capacity.

Step 3: The Bridge to the
Fire Temple

After ascending to the highest accessible ledge, you will see a
massive stone face carved into the rock. This is the entrance to
the Fire Temple. In front of the entrance is a long, narrow bridge
suspended over a bottomless pit of lava. This is a gauntlet. As
you cross, a barrage of Fire Keese and two Lizalfos will attack
you. The key is to keep moving.

e Strategy: Use your Longshot to stun the Lizalfos from a
distance, or run past them entirely. If you stop to fight, you
risk being knocked off the bridge. Once you reach the other
side, the enemies will stop chasing you. The door to the
Fire Temple is right in front of you. Congratulations, you
have completed the exterior portion of your Zelda Ocarina
of Time Death Mountain Crater Walkthrough.

INSIDE THE FIRE TEMPLE: A CRITICAL EXTENSION OF
THE WALKTHROUGH

While the core of this article is the Crater itself, no walkthrough of
this area would be complete without a brief overview of the Fire
Temple. After all, the Crater is merely the preamble to the
dungeon. The Fire Temple is a multi-level maze of flame, lava,
and stone. Your main objectives here are to obtain the Megaton
Hammer (the dungeon's key item) and defeat Volvagia, the

dragon.

The Megaton Hammer

This item is essential. It functions as both a weapon and a tool.
You will find it in a chest on the third floor of the dungeon. To get
there, you must use a combination of keys and torches. The
Hammer allows you to smash cracked blocks and heavy floors,
opening new passages. It is also incredibly effective against the
dungeon's final boss.

Navigating the Floors

The Fire Temple is notorious for its confusing layout. You will
need to light torches using Din's Fire or Fire Arrows to create
platforms and open doors. Use the Lens of Truth to find hidden
passages and invisible platforms. One of the trickiest sections
involves a maze where you must push blocks to redirect a flow of
lava. The key is to be patient and methodical. Always check your
map to see which doors you have yet to unlock.

Boss Strategy: Volvagia

Volvagia is a dragon that emerges from pools of lava around the
arena. The fight takes place in a circular room with a central
pillar. Volvagia will rise from the lava and breathe fire at you.
Your strategy is simple: wait for Volvagia to rear its head, then
smash it with the Megaton Hammer. Hit it three times in a row
to stun it, then continue hitting its head until it retreats. It will
then summon falling rocks and fire pillars. Move around the edge
of the arena to avoid these attacks. Repeat this process three
times to defeat the dragon.

HIDDEN SECRETS AND OPTIONAL CONTENT IN THE
CRATER

The Death Mountain Crater is not just a pathway to a dungeon. It
is a fully fleshed-out area containing numerous secrets. Taking
the time to explore will reward you handsomely.

The Great Fairy Fountain

There is a Great Fairy Fountain located inside the Crater itself. To
find it, you must bomb a cracked wall near the Goron Shop.
Inside, the Great Fairy will grant you a significant upgrade to your
magic meter. This is extremely valuable for using Din's Fire and
the Lens of Truth in the Fire Temple.

Gold Skulltula Locations

There are several Gold Skulltulas hidden in the Crater. Here are a
few key locations:

1. On a high ledge: Near the top of the climbing area, you
will see a Gold Skulltula crawling on a wall. Use your
Longshot to grab its token.

2. Under a stone arch: Near the entrance to the Fire Temple
bridge, look under a small stone arch for a hidden Skulltula.

3. Behind a bombable wall: Near the Goron Shop, bomb a
cracked wall to reveal a small room containing a Skulltula.

The Goron Race and the
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Heart Piece

While not technically inside the Crater itself, the Goron City just
outside offers a racing minigame. If you beat the Goron's best
time, you will be rewarded with a Piece of Heart. This is a great
way to increase your health before taking on the Fire Temple.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

Even seasoned players can make mistakes in this area. Here are
the most common pitfalls to avoid during your Zelda Ocarina of
Time Death Mountain Crater Walkthrough.

* Forgetting the Tunic: This is the number one mistake. Do
not enter the Crater without your Goron Tunic. You will die
within seconds.

 Falling into Lava: The jumping puzzles can be tricky.
Always save before attempting a difficult jump. Falling into
lava results in immediate damage and being ejected back
to the nearest solid platform.

* Underestimating Lizalfos: These enemies are fast and
can knock you off edges. Deal with them carefully.

e Skipping the Lens of Truth: Do not attempt the Fire
Temple without the Lens of Truth. You will get stuck on the
invisible maze floor and will be unable to progress.

* Ignoring Potions: The enemies inside the temple hit hard.
Running out of health with no recovery items is a common
cause of death.

CONCLUSION

Mastering the Zelda Ocarina of



