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INTRODUCTION:
THE
UNFORGETTABLE
TALE OF AMBITION
AND
CONSEQUENCE

Few  films  capture  the
gritty,  romantic,  and
perilous  underbelly  of
New  York  City  quite
like  the  1984  classic,
T h e  P o p e  O f
Greenwich  Village.
Directed  by  Stuart
Rosenberg  and  based
o n  t h e  n o v e l  b y
Vincent  Patrick,  this
film  remains  a
touchstone for  fans of
character-driven  crime
dramas.  It  tells  the

s t o r y  o f  t w o
cousins—Charlie  and
Paulie—whose  dreams
of  a  better  life  lead
t h e m  d o w n  a
treacherous  path  of
small-time  schemes
and  big-time  trouble.
M o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
gangster  film,  The
Pope  Of  Greenwich
Vi l lage  i s  a  deep
exploration  of  loyalty,
family,  and  the  high
cost  of  ambition.  For
d e c a d e s ,  i t  h a s
r e s o n a t e d  w i t h
a u d i e n c e s  w h o
a p p r e c i a t e  r a w
storytelling,  authentic
New York atmosphere,
a n d  p o w e r f u l
performances.
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THE PLOT: A
SCHEME GONE

WRONG

At its core, The Pope
Of Greenwich Village
follows  Charlie  Moran
(played  by  Mickey
Rourke), a restaurateur
with  aspirations  of
o p e n i n g  h i s  o w n
upscale  Italian  eatery.
Charlie  is  a  dreamer,
b u t  h e  i s  a l s o  a
p r a g m a t i s t — h e
unders tands  that
success  in  New  York
requires hard work and
a little bit of luck. His
cousin,  Paulie  (Eric
R o b e r t s ) ,  i s  t h e
opposite:  impulsive,
reckless,  and  always
looking  for  a  quick
score. Paulie convinces
Charlie to participate in
a  seemingly  simple
heist—a  robbery  of  a
safe at a local trucking
company.  What  they
do  not  anticipate  is
that  the  safe  belongs

to  a  power fu l  and
b r u t a l  m o b  b o s s
named Bed Bug Eddie
(played  brilliantly  by
Burt  Young).
When  the  heist  goes
wrong, the cousins find
themselves  in  over
t h e i r  h e a d s .  T h e
pressure  mounts  as
B e d  B u g  E d d i e
demands  retribution,
and  Cha r l i e  mus t
navigate  a  world  of
violence, betrayal, and
impossible  choices.
The plot of The Pope
Of Greenwich Village
is  a  masterclass  in
tension-building,  as
every  decision  Charlie
m a k e s  p u l l s  h i m
deeper into a web from
which  there  seems  to
be no escape.

CHARACTER
ANALYSIS: THE
HEART OF THE
FILM
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Charlie
Moran:
The
Reluctant
Dreamer
Charlie  is  the  moral
center of The Pope Of
Greenwich  Village.
He  is  a  man  caught
between his desire for
a legitimate life and his
loyalty  to  a  family
m e m b e r  w h o
consistently drags him
into  trouble.  Mickey
Rourke  de l ivers  a
nuanced  performance,
portraying  Charlie  as
b o t h  t o u g h  a n d
vulnerable.  He  wants
to be the "pope" of his
own  small  domain—a
man  who  commands
respect  and  runs  his
own  business—but  he

i s  c o n s t a n t l y
undermined  by  the
chaos  around  him.
Charlie's journey is one
of  self-discovery;  he
learns  that  being  a
man sometimes means
making  impossible
choices between family
and survival.

Paulie:
The Wild
Card
Eric  Roberts  received
an  Academy  Award
nomination for his role
as Paulie, and it is easy
to  see  why.  Paulie  is
loud,  obnoxious,  and
d a n g e r o u s l y
unpredictable.  Yet,
t h e r e  i s  a  t r a g i c
vulnerability to him. He
i s  a  m a n  w h o
desperately  wants  to
be seen as  successful
and important,  but he



4

4 The Pope Of Greenwich Village 2025-07-13

lacks  the  discipline  to
achieve it  honestly.  In
T h e  P o p e  O f
Greenwich  Village,
Paulie  is  the  catalyst
f o r  e v e r y  m a j o r
conflict.  His
recklessness is both his
defining  trait  and  his
fatal  flaw.  Roberts
br ings  an  e lectr ic
energy  to  the  screen,
m a k i n g  P a u l i e  a
character  you  love  to
hate and hate to love.

Bed Bug
Eddie:
The
Unforgett
able
Antagonis

t
Burt  Young's  portrayal
of  Bed  Bug  Eddie  is
iconic.  Despite  limited
screen  time,  Young
creates a character of
immense  menace  and
unpredictability.  Bed
Bug  Eddie  is  not  a
typical mafia don; he is
a  vo lat i le ,  a lmost
unhinged  figure  who
operates  on  instinct
and rage. Every scene
he  is  in  crackles  with
danger. His presence in
T h e  P o p e  O f
Greenwich  Village
serves  as  a  constant
r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
crossing  the  wrong
p e o p l e .  Y o u n g ' s
performance  elevates
the  film  from  a  simple
crime story to a study
in terror and power.

THEMES: LOYALTY,
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IDENTITY, AND
THE AMERICAN

DREAM

The
Burden of
Family
One  of  the  central
themes  of  The  Pope
Of Greenwich Village
is the weight of family
obligation.  Charlie  is
c o n s t a n t l y  t o r n
b e t w e e n  h i s  o w n
ambitions and his duty
to  Paulie.  This  conflict
is  universal—many
viewers  can  relate  to
t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f
balancing  personal
goa l s  w i th  fami ly
expectations.  The  film
asks  a  difficult
question: at what point
does  loyalty  become
s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n ?
Charlie's journey forces
him  to  confront  this

question head-on,  and
the  answer  is  both
heartbreaking  and
liberating.

The
Illusion of
Control
Throughout The Pope
O f  G r e e n w i c h
Village,  characters
believe  they  are  in
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r
destinies, only to have
fate  intervene.  Paulie
thinks he has planned
the  per fect  he is t .
Charlie  thinks  he  can
manage  the  fallout.
Bed  Bug  Eddie  thinks
he  can  int imidate
e v e r y o n e  i n t o
submission.  The  film
m a s t e r f u l l y
demonstrates  that  in
the world of organized
c r i m e — a n d  i n
life—control is often an



6

6 The Pope Of Greenwich Village 2025-07-13

illusion.  The  best-laid
plans  can  crumble  in
an instant when greed,
emotion,  or  pure  luck
intervene.

The Cost
of the
American
Dream
Charl ie's  dream  of
owning a restaurant is
a classic version of the
American Dream: work
hard,  take  risks,  and
ach ieve  success .
However,  The  Pope
Of Greenwich Village
offers a cynical take on
this  ideal.  It  suggests
that in certain worlds,
the American Dream is
not  achieved  through
h o n e s t  l a b o r  b u t
through  compromise,
c o r r u p t i o n ,  a n d
violence. Charlie wants

to  escape  this  reality,
but  the film forces him
to  confront  whether
e s c a p e  i s  e v e n
possible.  The  movie
leaves  aud iences
questioning  whether
the pursuit  of  success
is  worth  the  sacrifices
it  demands.

PRODUCTION AND
CINEMATIC STYLE

The New
York
Atmosph
ere
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
celebrated  aspects  of
T h e  P o p e  O f
Greenwich Village  is
its  authentic  depiction
of New York City in the
early  1980s.  The  film
was shot on location in
L i t t l e  I t a l y  a n d
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Greenwich  Vil lage,
capturing  a  New York
that  has  since  largely
d isappeared.  The
narrow  streets,  old
tenement  buildings,
and  fami ly-owned
restaurants  create  a
vivid  sense  of  place.
The  city  is  not  just  a
b a c k d r o p ;  i t  i s  a
character in itself. The
film's gritty, unpolished
aesthetic  adds  to  its
realism,  making  the
a u d i e n c e  f e e l  a s
t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e
wa lk ing  the  same
streets as Charlie  and
Paulie.

Direction
and
Screenpla
y
Stuart  Rosenberg,
known  for  directing

Cool Hand Luke, brings
a steady hand to The
Pope  Of  Greenwich
Village. He allows the
story to breathe, giving
actors room to develop
t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s
o r g a n i c a l l y .  T h e
screenplay, adapted by
Vincent  Patrick  from
his own novel, is sharp
and  authentic.  The
dialogue  crackles  with
the  rhythms  of  New
York  speech—witty,
confrontational,  and
full  of  subtext.  Every
line serves a purpose,
revealing  character
and advancing the plot
without  unnecessary
exposition.

The
Soundtra
ck
The  film's  soundtrack,
featur ing  jazz  and
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classic Italian-American
music,  enhances  the
mood throughout.  The
music of The Pope Of
Greenwich Village  is
e v o c a t i v e  a n d
emotionally  resonant,
helping  to  underscore
the  film's  themes  of
longing,  regret,  and
fleeting  joy.  The  score
never  overwhelms the
act ion;  instead,  i t
complements  the  on-
screen  drama  with
subtlety and grace.

CRITICAL
RECEPTION AND
LEGACY

Initial
Reception
Upon  its  release  in
1984,  The  Pope  Of
Greenwich  Village
received  mixed  to
positive reviews. Critics
p r a i s e d  t h e
p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f

Rourke  and  Roberts,
particularly  Roberts's
Oscar-nominated  turn.
H o w e v e r ,  s o m e
reviewers  found  the
film's  pacing  slow  and
i t s  p l o t  f a m i l i a r .
Comme rc i a l l y ,  i t
performed  modestly,
failing  to  become  a
major  box  office  hit.
Despite  this,  the  film
quickly  developed  a
c u l t  f o l l o w i n g ,
particularly  among
fans  of  crime  dramas
and  New  York  Ci ty
cinema.

Enduring
Popularit
y
Over the decades, The
Pope  Of  Greenwich
Village  has  grown  in
reputation.  It  is  now
regarded as one of the
definitive  films  of  its
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e r a ,  c a p t u r i n g  a
specific time and place
w i t h  r e m a r k a b l e
fidelity.  The  film's
influence  can  be  seen
in  later  works  that
e x p l o r e  t h e
intersection  of  family,
c r i m e ,  a n d  t h e
American Dream.  It  is
frequently  cited  by
filmmakers  and  critics
a s  a n
underappreciated  gem
of 1980s cinema.

Cultural
Referenc
es
The title, The Pope Of
Greenwich  Village,
h a s  e n t e r e d  p o p
culture as a shorthand
for a person who holds
unofficial  but
significant  influence
over a community. The
film  is  referenced  in

numerous  songs ,
television  shows,  and
o t h e r  m o v i e s ,
cementing its place in
the cultural lexicon. Its
iconic scenes—such as
the tense confrontation
between  Charlie  and
Bed  Bug  Eddie—are
frequently  quoted  and
parodied.

WHY THE FILM
STILL MATTERS
TODAY

Universal
Themes
While  The  Pope  Of
Greenwich Village  is
firmly  rooted  in  a
specific time and place,
i t s  t h e m e s  a r e
timeless.  The  struggle
between ambition and
loyalty,  the  tension
between  family  and
self,  and  the  harsh
r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e
American Dream are as
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relevant today as they
were  in  1984.  The  film
speaks to anyone who
has  ever  felt  trapped
by  circumstance  or
torn  between  doing
what is right and doing
what is necessary.

Performa
nce
Mastery
The  performances  in
T h e  P o p e  O f
Greenwich  Village
continue to be studied
b y  a c t o r s  a n d
filmmakers.  Mickey
Rourke's  portrayal  of
C h a r l i e  i s  a
masterclass in restraint
and  emotional  depth.
Eric Roberts's Paulie is
a  whirlwind  of  energy
and desperation. Their
chemistry  drives  the
film,  creating  a
dynamic  that  is  both

c o m p e l l i n g  a n d
heartbreaking.  For
anyone  interested  in
great acting, this film is
essential viewing.

A Love
Letter to
New York
For  those  who  love
New  York  City,  The
Pope  Of  Greenwich
Village is a treasure. It
documents a version of
the city that no longer
e x i s t s — b e f o r e
gentrification,  before
chain  stores,  before
the  sanit ization  of
neighborhoods  like
Greenwich Village and
Little Italy. The film is a
t i m e  c a p s u l e ,
preserving  the  sights,
sounds,  and  feel  of  a
New York that was raw,
vibrant,  and  full  of
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .
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Watching  it  today  is
both a pleasure and a
poignant  reminder  of
h o w  m u c h  h a s
changed.

CONCLUSION: A
TIMELESS GEM
WORTH
REVISITING

In a landscape crowded
with  crime  dramas,
T h e  P o p e  O f
Greenwich  Village
s tands  ou t  fo r  i t s
a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  i t s
p o w e r f u l
performances,  and  its
emotional depth. It is a
film  that  refuses  to
offer  easy  answers  or
neat  reso lu t ions .
Instead,  i t  inv i tes
viewers  to  sit  with
discomfort,  to  reflect

on the complexities of
loyalty  and  ambition,
and  to  appreciate  the
beauty  of  a  well-told
story. Whether you are
a  longtime  fan  or  a
newcomer  discovering
it for the first time, The
Pope  Of  Greenwich
Vil lage  remains  a
c o m p e l l i n g  a n d
rewarding  cinematic
experience.  Its  legacy
endures  because  it
t e l l s  a  h u m a n
story—one  of  dreams,
f a i l u re s ,  and  t he
unbreakable  bonds  of
family.  For  anyone
seeking  a  film  that
captures the heart and
grit  of  New York City,
look  no  further  than
this  unforgettable
classic.


