Full Version The Odd Couple Play Female
Version Script 1

Full Version The Odd
Couple Play Female
Version Script

Full Version
The Odd
Couple Play
Female
Version
Script

THE UNMATCHED
CHARM OF THE
FULL VERSION THE
ODD COUPLE PLAY
FEMALE VERSION
SCRIPT

Downloaded from
web1.enteraskincare.com
by Rishi & Hicks

Few theatrical works
have achieved the
timeless appeal of Neil
Simon’'s The 0Odd
Couple. Originally a
smash hit on Broadway
in 1965, the story of
two mismatched
roommates—the

slovenly Oscar Madison
and the fastidious Felix

Ungar—became a
cultural touchstone.
Yet, two decades later,
Simon surprised
audiences by
reimagining his classic
comedy with a gender-
swapped cast. The
resulting Full Version
The Odd Couple Play
Female Version
Script (sometimes
titled The Odd Couple:
The Female Version)
offers a fresh, equally
hilarious take on the
same core dynamic.
For theatre groups,
drama students, and
comedy lovers, owning
or studying the full
script is essential to


https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

understanding how
Simon masterfully
adapted his material
without losing its heart.

This article explores
everything you need to
know about the female
version script: its
origins, structure,
characters, themes,
and why it remains a
beloved choice for
productions worldwide.
Whether you are a
director scouting for
your next show or an
actor preparing for an
audition, the full
version of this play
provides a rewarding
challenge and side-
splitting laughter.

ORIGINS OF THE
FEMALE VERSION:
WHY NEIL SIMON
REWROTE HIS
CLASSIC

Neil Simon was already
a giant of American
theatre when he

decided to revisit The
Odd Couple in the
mid-1980s. The original
male version had
spawned a hit film, a
long-running television
series, and countless
amateur productions.
But Simon, always
attuned to evolving
social dynamics, saw
an opportunity to
explore the same
comedic friction
through the lens of
female friendship.

The Full Version The
Odd Couple Play
Female Version
Script premiered on
Broadway in 1985,
directed by Gene Saks.
Simon did not simply
change the pronouns;
he rewrote entire
scenes to reflect the
sensibilities of two
women—Florence
Ungar (the neat freak)
and Olive Madison (the
slob). He also updated
cultural references and
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added new supporting
characters (the
Costello sisters and the
Pigeon sisters became
the Manilow and
Cooney brothers). The
result is a script that
stands on its own, not
merely a gimmick but
a legitimate
reimagining.
Understanding this
background enriches
any reading or
performance of the
script. It shows Simon’s
respect for his material
and his willingness to
adapt it for a new era.

WHAT YOU WILL
FIND IN THE FULL
VERSION SCRIPT

A complete, authorized
Full Version The Odd
Couple Play Female
Version Script
typically runs about
100-120 pages and is
divided into two acts.
The play is set entirely

in Olive Madison’s
messy Manhattan
apartment. Below is a
breakdown of the key
structural elements
every director and
performer should
know.

Act One:
Setting
Up the
Clash

The play opens with
Olive and her
friends—Mickey, Sylvie,
Renee, and
Vera—playing a
raucous game of Trivial
Pursuit. Olive is loud,
disorganized, and
comfortable with
chaos. The comedy
emerges immediately
from their banter. Then
Florence arrives,
distraught after



separating from her
husband. She s
obsessive about
cleanliness,
punctuality, and order.
The contrast is stark.
By the end of the act,
Florence moves in with
Olive, and the classic
odd-couple tension is
established.

Act Two:
The
Conflict
Intensifie
S

The second act sees
Florence’s neatness
drive Olive to
distraction. The famous
“cleaning the
apartment” sequence
is a highlight. Simon
introduces the male
counterparts—the

dimwitted British
brothers, Manilow and
Cooney—for a
disastrous double date.
The act builds to a
climax where the
roommates confront
their differences,
ultimately realizing
that their friendship
matters more than

their quirks. The
resolution is warm,
funny, and

quintessentially Simon.

The full script includes
all stage directions,
character descriptions,
and prop lists. These
details are invaluable
for production teams
aiming to capture the
play’s rhythm and
humor.

CHARACTER
ANALYSIS:
FLORENCE UNGAR
AND OLIVE
MADISON

The success of any
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production hinges on
the chemistry between
the two lead actresses.
The Full Version The
Odd Couple Play
Female Version
Script provides rich,
layered roles that
demand comic timing
and emotional depth.

¢ Olive Madison -
A sportswriter,
divorced, and
comfortable in
her own skin.
She is messy,
loud, and loves
poker and junk
food. Her arc
involves learning
to care for
someone else’s
needs. The role
requires physical
comedy and a
sharp wit.

* Florence Ungar
- A perfectionist
who is
devastated by
her separation.
She is

controlling,
anxious, and
deeply
vulnerable. Her
humor comes
from her rigidity
and her
surprising
moments of
warmth. The
actress must
balance pathos
with punchlines.

The supporting cast is
equally  well-defined.
The five poker-playing
friends (Mickey, Sylvie,
Renee, Vera) each
have distinct
personalities, and the
two British brothers
provide delightful foils.
Simon’s dialogue
sparkles with verbal
repartee, making every
character memorable.

THEMES AND
HUMOR IN THE
FEMALE VERSION

While the plot mirrors



the male version, the
female script explores
gender-specific
nuances. Themes of
independence,

societal
expectations of
women, and the

complexities of
female friendship
are woven naturally
into the comedy. For
instance, Olive’s casual
approach to domestic

life challenges
stereotypes, while
Florence’s obsession
with  order reflects
pressures many
women face. The

humor remains rooted
in character, not
gender clichés.

Simon’s timing is
impeccable. The full
script includes classic
bits like the famous
“garbage disaster,” the
disastrous dinner
party, and the poignant
moment when Florence
confesses her

loneliness. These
scenes work because
they are

universal—anyone who
has lived with a polar
opposite will recognize
the friction and the
affection.

PRODUCTION
NOTES AND
DIRECTING THE
FEMALE VERSION

Directors considering
the Full Version The
Odd Couple Play

Female Version
Script should note
several practical
aspects. The set is a
single apartment,
which makes it cost-
effective for

community theatres.
However, the
apartment must be
convincingly messy
(and later, obsessively
clean) to sell the visual
comedy. The script
specifies a working
refrigerator, a poker

6 Full Version The Odd Couple Play

2023-06-07

Female Version Script



Full Version The Odd Couple Play Female
Version Script 7

table, and numerous
props (dirty dishes,
cleaning supplies,
Trivial Pursuit cards).

Blocking is crucial.
Many of the best jokes
rely on physical

business—Florence
wiping a counter while
Olive rebels, or the
chaos of the double
date. The script’s stage
directions  offer a
blueprint, but directors
should feel free to
adapt them to their
cast’s strengths.

Sound design and
lighting are minimal,
keeping the focus on
the actors. The humor
is verbal and
situational, so a skilled
cast can make even a
simple reading shine.
For schools and drama
clubs, this script is an
excellent choice
because it requires no
elaborate technical
support.

WHY CHOOSE THE
FULL VERSION
SCRIPT OVER AN
ABRIDGED
EDITION?

Some online sources
offer  shortened or
adapted versions of the
female Odd Couple.
However, using the
Full Version The Odd
Couple Play Female
Version Script is
critical for several
reasons:

1. Authenticity:
Only the full
version contains
Neil Simon’s
original dialogue,
stage directions,
and character
nuances.

2. Legal
Licensing: Most
professional and
amateur
productions must
use the
authorized full



script via
licensing
agencies like
Samuel French or
Concord
Theatricals.
Abridged
versions may
infringe
copyright.

. Completeness:
Cut scenes often
remove
character
development
that makes the
play satisfying.
The full script
ensures the
emotional arc
lands.

. Audience
Experience: The
running time
(about 2 hours
with
intermission) is
perfect for a full
evening of
theatre. Shorter
versions feel
rushed.

Always verify that the
script you purchase or
download is the official,
unaltered version.
Reliable publishers
include Samuel French
(now part of Concord),
Dramatists Play
Service, and Theatre
Communications
Group.

WHERE TO FIND
THE FULL VERSION
THE ODD COUPLE
PLAY FEMALE
VERSION SCRIPT

If you are ready to read
or produce this comedy
gem, you have several
options:

* Licensed
theatrical
publishers:
Concord
Theatricals offers
script purchases
and rental rights
for
performances.
Prices vary by
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usage (amateur
vs. professional).

e Online
bookstores:
Amazon, Barnes
& Noble, and
other retailers
sell the script in
paperback and
Kindle formats.
Search for “The
Odd Couple: The
Female Version”
by Neil Simon.

e Local libraries:
Many public
libraries carry
anthologies of
Simon'’s plays.
Check the 1985
edition or
collected works.

* Digital
archives: Some
university
libraries have
digital copies for
research, but
always respect
copyright.

Before purchasing,
confirm that the edition

is the full version. Look
for “Act I” and “Act Il”
and the full cast list (8
characters). Some
cheaper editions may
be script samples or
study gquides.

FINAL THOUGHTS
ON THE FULL
VERSION SCRIPT

The Full Version The
Odd Couple Play
Female Version
Script is a testament
to Neil Simon’s genius.
It proves that great
comedy transcends
gender, and that the
battle between
neatness and
sloppiness is eternally
funny. By staying true
to the original premise
while crafting new
voices, Simon gave
theatre lovers a second
classic. Whether you
are an actor preparing
for an audition, a
director building a
season, or a fan of




American theatre, this
script deserves a place
on your shelf.

Embrace the chaos and
the crispness. Let
Florence and Olive
teach you about
friendship, forgiveness,
and the importance of
having a clean (or not-
so-clean) place to call
home. And always
choose the full
version—because
nothing less will do
justice to Simon’s
brilliant craftsmanship.

Conclusion

The female version of
The Odd Couple offers
all the laugh-out-loud
moments of the

10

original while standing
firmly on its own
merits. From the well-
drawn characters to
the razor-sharp
dialogue, the full script
is a treasure for

anyone involved in
theatre. By
understanding its

structure, themes, and
production needs, you
can bring this
delightful play to life
for new audiences. So
download or buy the
Full Version The Odd
Couple Play Female
Version Script
today—your audience
will thank you, and
your actors will have
the time of their lives.
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