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MASTERING THE
AP ART HISTORY
EXAM: A GUIDE TO
EFFECTIVE
MULTIPLE CHOICE
PRACTICE

Preparing  for  the  AP
Art  History  exam  can
fee l  l ike  s tanding
b e f o r e  t h e  v a s t
expanse  of  human
creativity  itself.  With
250 required works of
art  spanning  f rom
prehistoric times to the
p r e s e n t  d a y ,  t h e
challenge  is  not  just
memorizing images but

understanding context,
t e c h n i q u e ,  a n d
meaning.  Among  the
two  sections  of  the
exam—multiple  choice
and free response—the
multiple choice portion
often  determines  a
student's  confidence
and  final  score.
Engaging in  dedicated
A P  A r t  H i s t o r y
practice  multiple
choice  work  is  not
merely  about  testing
reca l l ;  i t  i s  about
building  the  analytical
endurance  and  visual
l i teracy  needed  to
s u c c e e d .  I n  t h i s
comprehensive  guide,
we  will  explore  why
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m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e
practice is crucial, what
content  you  should
focus  on,  and  how to
a p p r o a c h  t h e s e
q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  a
strategy  that  mimics
t h e  a c t u a l  e x a m
experience.

Why
Multiple
Choice
Practice
Matters
for AP Art
History
The  multiple  choice
section  of  the  AP  Art
History exam accounts
for  50% of  your  total
score. It consists of 80
questions that must be

answered in one hour,
giving you less than a
minute  per  question.
This  time  pressure,
combined  with  the
inclusion  of  previously
unseen  images  (for
most sets), means that
rote  memorization
alone  is  insufficient.
Instead,  you  need  to
develop  a  fluid  ability
to  identify  stylistic
periods,  recognize
iconography,  and
connect  artworks  to
the i r  cu l tura l  and
historical  frameworks.
Consistent  AP  Art
History  practice
mult ip le  cho ice
sessions  help  train
your  brain  to  move
q u i c k l y  f r o m
o b s e r v a t i o n  t o
analysis, distinguishing
between  plausible
distractors  and  the
c o r r e c t  a n s w e r .
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e s e
practice  sets  expose
you  to  the  question
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patterns  used  by  the
C o l l e g e  B o a r d ,
including paired image
c o m p a r i s o n s ,
contextual  prompts,
and  attribute-based
identification.

Understa
nding the
Structure
of the
Multiple
Choice
Section
Before  div ing  into
practice strategies, it is
essential to understand
h o w  t h e  e x a m
organizes  its  multiple
choice  quest ions.
There  are  two  main
types  of  questions:

individual  and  set-
based.  Set -based
questions  typically
i n c l u d e  a  v i s u a l
stimulus—such  as  an
image  of  a  painting,
s c u l p t u r e ,  o r
a r c h i t e c t u r a l
work—followed by two
t o  f o u r  r e l a t e d
questions.  Some  sets
also  use  non-textual
s t i m u l i  l i k e
photographs  or  maps.
The  250  requ i red
works are the bedrock
of  the curriculum,  but
the AP exam regularly
includes works beyond
that  list  to  test  your
ability to apply learned
principles to unfamiliar
objects.  Therefore,
effective  AP  Art
History  practice
mult ip le  cho ice
mate r i a l s  shou ld
include  both  required
a n d  c o n t e x t u a l
comparanda.
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Key
Content
Areas to
Focus On
The  AP  Art  History
course  is  divided  into
ten  content  areas,
e a c h  w e i g h t e d
differently  on  the
exam.  Knowing  which
areas  carry  the  most
weight  can  help  you
prioritize your practice
time.

Global
Prehistory
(4%): Paleolithic
and Neolithic
artworks, often
testing function
and materials.
Ancient
Mediterranean
(15%): Egyptian,
Greek, Etruscan,
Roman art.

Heavy on
architectural
orders and
mythology.
Early Europe
and Colonial
Americas
(20%): Medieval,
Gothic,
Renaissance,
Baroque, and
colonial art. This
is the largest
single block.
Later Europe
and Americas
(20%): From
Neoclassicism
through
contemporary
art. Focus on
movements like
Impressionism,
Cubism, and Pop
Art.
Indigenous
Americas (6%):
Art from North,
Central, and
South America
before European
contact.
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Africa (6%):
Focus on
materials, ritual
function, and
cultural context.
West and
Central Asia
(4%): Islamic art
and architecture,
including
mosque forms
and calligraphy.
South, East,
and Southeast
Asia (8%):
Hindu and
Buddhist art,
Chinese painting,
Japanese
woodblock prints.
The Pacific
(4%): Art of
Oceania,
emphasizing
navigation and
ancestral ties.
Global
Contemporary
(11%): Works
from 1980 to
present, testing
social and

political themes.

When  you  engage  in
A P  A r t  H i s t o r y
practice  multiple
choice  exercises,  try
to cover  all  ten areas
proportionally.  Many
online  resources  and
published review books
provide quizzes broken
down by region, which
i s  i n v a l u a b l e  f o r
targeted  review.

Effective
Strategie
s for
Multiple
Choice
Success
S i m p l y  r e a d i n g
flashcards or looking at
images is not the same
as  active  practice.  To
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make  your  AP  Art
History  practice
mult ip le  cho ice
sessions truly effective,
adopt  the  following
strategies.

Simulate exam1.
conditions.
Time yourself
strictly: 80
questions in 60
minutes. This
builds pacing and
reduces test-day
anxiety. After
completing a
timed session,
thoroughly
review every
question,
including those
you got correct,
to reinforce
reasoning.
Understand the2.
"why" behind
each answer.
For each wrong
answer, ask: Did
I misidentify the
style? Did I
confuse the

artist? Did I miss
a detail in the
image? Keep a
running list of
weak
spots—such as
identifying
specific Greek
vase painting
types or
distinguishing
between French
and Italian
Baroque—and
drill those areas.
Practice with3.
visual analysis.
Many students
struggle when
presented with
an unfamiliar
image. A good
habit is to
practice
"reading" an
artwork in 30
seconds: note
medium, scale,
subject,
composition, and
any obvious
cultural markers.
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Then answer the
related
questions. This
skill is sharpened
through repeated
AP Art History
practice
multiple choice
sets that include
non-required
images.
Use elimination4.
logic. Often one
or two answer
choices are
clearly
wrong—perhaps
they belong to a
different region
or time period.
Narrow down to
two options and
then rely on
specific
knowledge about
iconography or
technique to
choose the best
one. A practice
bank with well-
crafted
distractors will

train this skill.
Review5.
vocabulary
daily. Terms like
contrapposto,
chiaroscuro,
fresco, register,
and mandorla
appear
frequently.
Flashcards are
helpful, but
seeing these
terms in context
within multiple
choice questions
cements them
into long-term
memory.

Sample
Multiple
Choice
Questions
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for
Practice
To give you a taste of
what  to  expect,  here
a re  th ree  samp le
questions  modeled
after  typical  AP  Art
History multiple choice
items.  Try  to  answer
each  before  reading
the  explanation.
Question  1  (Set-
Based: Image of the
Parthenon, Athens)
This  architectural
s t ruc tu re  i s  most
closely associated with
which of  the following
civilizations?
A) Minoan
B) Mycenaean
C) Classical Greek
D) Hellenistic Greek
Answer: C) Classical
Greek.  The Parthenon
epitomizes  Classical
Greek architecture with
its  Doric  columns,

refined  proportions,
a n d  o p t i c a l
refinements  like
entasis.  The  Minoans
(A)  are known for  the
Palace  of  Knossos,
Mycenaeans  (B)  for
cyclopean  masonry,
and Hellenistic  (D)  for
more dramatic,  ornate
styles  as  seen  in  the
Pergamon Altar.
Question 2 (Image of
"The  Scream"  by
Edvard  Munch)
The emotional intensity
and  swirling  lines  of
t h i s  pa i n t i ng  a re
characteristic of  which
movement?
A) Expressionism
B) Impressionism
C) Fauvism
D) Post-Impressionism
A n s w e r :  A )
E x p r e s s i o n i s m .
Munch's  The  Scream
(1893)  is  a  seminal
work of Expressionism,
emphasizing subjective
e m o t i o n  o v e r
n a t u r a l i s t i c
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r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .
Impressionism  (B)
focuses  on  light  and
everyday  scenes ,
Fauvism  (C)  on  bold
color  but  with  less
psychological  angst,
a n d  P o s t -
Impressionism  (D)
includes  varied  styles
l i k e  C é z a n n e ' s
structural approach.
Q u e s t i o n  3  ( N o
image, contextual)
The  use  of  gold  leaf,
stylized  figures,  and
symbol ic  colors  in
B y z a n t i n e  i c o n s
primarily served to:
A )  S h o w c a s e  t h e
artist's technical skill
B)  Convey  the  divine
and  o therwor ld ly
nature  of  spir i tual
figures
C)  Provide  accurate
historical  records  of
religious  events
D)  Demonstrate  the
wealth  of  the  patron
Answer:  B)  Convey
t h e  d i v i n e  a n d

otherworldly  nature
of  spiritual  figures.
B y z a n t i n e  a r t
deliberately  avoided
naturalism to represent
the  spiritual  realm.
Gold  leaf  creates  a
heavenly  glow,  and
stylized  figures  deny
earthly  realism.  While
patrons  d id  spend
money on such works,
the  primary  function
was  theological,  not
secular.
P r a c t i c i n g  w i t h
similarly  structured
q u e s t i o n s  b u i l d s
familiarity.  Over  time,
your  AP  Art  History
practice  multiple
choice  routine  will
help  you  recognize
patterns  in  how  the
exam tests knowledge.

Finding
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High-
Quality
Practice
Resource

s
N o t  a l l  p r a c t i c e
materials  are  created
equal. To get the most
effective  preparation,
choose  resources  that
align  with  the  current
e x a m  f o r m a t
(post-2020  changes).
Here are some reliable
sources  for  AP  Art
History  practice
multiple  choice :

AP Classroom
(College
Board): This
official platform
provides free-
response
prompts and

some multiple
choice questions.
Teachers can
assign them, but
even without a
class, you can
access sample
questions from
the Course and
Exam
Description.
Review Books:
Barron's,
Princeton
Review, and 5
Steps to a 5 all
include full-
length multiple
choice tests.
Look for editions
that match the
current
curriculum.
Online
Flashcards and
Quizzes:
Websites like
Quizlet and
StudyStack allow
users to create
custom tests.
Better yet, the
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Metropolitan
Museum of Art's
Heilbrunn
Timeline offers
essays that can
inspire questions.
Teacher-
created banks:
Many AP Art
History teachers
share practice
sets on platforms
like Teachers Pay
Teachers or
through their
personal
websites. Search
for "AP Art
History multiple
choice practice"
and look for
recent uploads.

Important:  When
practicing,  prioritize
quality  over  quantity.
Doing  20  careful ly
analyzed  questions  is
more  valuable  than
rushing  through  80
without  review.  After
each  set,  write  down
two or  three areas  to

revisit—for example, "I
k e e p  m i x i n g  u p
M a n n e r i s m  a n d
Baroque" or "I need to
m e m o r i z e  t h e
mater ia l s  used  in
Pacific  art."

Conclusio
n
The  AP  Art  History
exam is a test not just
o f  memory  bu t  o f
visual  thinking  and
cultural  empathy.  The
multiple choice section
rewards  students  who
h a v e  p r a c t i c e d
e x t e n s i v e l y  a n d
t h o u g h t f u l l y .  B y
committing  to  regular
A P  A r t  H i s t o r y
practice  multiple
choice  sessions,  you
train your eye, sharpen
your  reasoning,  and
build  the  confidence
needed  to  face  80
q u e s t i o n s  i n  6 0
minutes. Remember to
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use  official  materials,
s imulate  real  test
conditions, and always
review  your  mistakes.
Art  history  is  a  story
t o l d  a c r o s s
m i l l e n n i a — e a c h

m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e
question  is  a  small
chapter.  With  diligent
practice,  you  will  be
ready  to  interpret
those  stories  and  ace
the exam. Good luck!


