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INTRODUCTION:
UNDERSTANDING
THE PURPOSE OF
AN APA INTERVIEW
PAPER

When  you  are  tasked
with writing a research
paper that incorporates
pr imary  data,  you
might  find  yourself
wonder ing  how  to
properly  present  an
interview  within  the
f ramework  o f  the
American Psychological
Association (APA) style.
An  Example  Of  Apa
Interview  Paper  is
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
t r a n s c r i p t  o f  a
conversation;  it  is  a

structured,  academic
d o c u m e n t  t h a t
integrates  a  subject's
personal insights into a
broader  theoretical  or
research  context .
Whether  you  are  a
psychology  student,  a
sociology  major,  or  a
professional  in  the
s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s ,
mastering  the  format
of  an  interview  paper
in  APA  s ty le  i s  an
essential  skill.  This
article  will  walk  you
through the necessary
c o m p o n e n t s ,
formatting  rules,  and
stylistic  choices  that
define  a  well-
c o n s t r u c t e d  A P A
interview paper. By the
end,  you  will  have  a
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c lear  roadmap  for
creating a paper that is
both  academical ly
rigorous and engaging
to read.

WHAT IS AN APA
INTERVIEW
PAPER?

An APA interview paper
is  a type of  academic
wr i t ing  where  the
author  conducts  an
interview—either  in
p e r s o n ,  o v e r  t h e
phone,  via  video  call,
or  through  written
correspondence—and
uses that interview as
a  primary  source  of
data. Unlike a standard
research  paper  that
r e l i e s  s o l e l y  o n
published  literature,
this  format  allows  for
the inclusion of direct,
qualitative  evidence.
The Example Of Apa
Interview Paper  you
encounter will typically
i n c l u d e  a  m i x  o f
narrative  summary,

direct  quotations,  and
analytical commentary,
all formatted according
to  the  7th  edition  of
the  APA  Publication
Manual.
I t  i s  impor tan t  to
distinguish  between  a
personal  interview
( w h i c h  i s  n o t
recoverable  by  the
r e a d e r )  a n d  a
published  interview.
APA  guidelines  treat
personal  interviews as
p e r s o n a l
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,
meaning they are cited
only in the text and not
listed in the reference
l i s t .  A n y  g o o d
Example  Of  Apa
Interview  Paper  will
make  this  distinction
clear,  ensuring  the
reader understands the
nature of the source.
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Why Use
an
Interview
in
Academic

Writing?
Interviews  provide
depth and nuance that
cannot be captured by
surveys  or  secondary
data alone. They allow
researchers to explore
individual  experiences,
e m o t i o n s ,  a n d
perceptions.  In  fields
l i k e  p s y c h o l o g y ,
education,  and  health
sciences,  interviews
are  a  cornerstone  of
qualitative  research.
Lea rn ing  f rom  an
Example  Of  Apa
Interview  Paper
helps you see how raw

conversational  data
can  be  transformed
i n t o  a  c o h e r e n t
academic argument.

CORE
COMPONENTS OF
AN APA INTERVIEW
PAPER

Every  Example  Of
Apa Interview Paper
s h o u l d  f o l l o w  a
standard  structure,
though  the  specifics
may  vary  depending
on your assignment or
research  question.
Below are the essential
sections  you  need  to
include.

Title Page
The  title  page  is  the
first impression of your
paper.  It  must include
the  paper  title,  your
n a m e ,  a n d  y o u r
institutional  affiliation.
According  to  APA  7th
edition, the title should
be bold and centered.
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If you are reviewing an
Example  Of  Apa
Interview Paper, you
will notice that the title
o f ten  h in ts  a t  the
interview's focus, such
a s  " T h e  L i v e d
Experience  of  Remote
Work:  An  Interview
Study."

Abstract
A n  a b s t r a c t  i s  a
concise  summary  of
your  paper,  typically
between 150 and 250
words. In an interview
paper,  the  abstract
s h o u l d  s t a t e  t h e
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e
i n t e r v i e w ,  t h e
p a r t i c i p a n t ' s
background,  and  the
k e y  t h e m e s  t h a t
emerged .  A  we l l -
written abstract in any
Example  Of  Apa
Interview  Paper  will
a l l o w  r e a d e r s  t o
quickly  determine  the
relevance of your work

to their own research.

Introducti
on
The  introduction  sets
the  stage.  You should
present  the  research
problem, the gap in the
literature,  and  the
specific  question  your
in terv iew  a ims  to
answer.  This  section
should  also  include  a
brief  literature  review
to  contextualize  your
i n t e r v i e w .  W h e n
looking at an Example
Of  Apa  Interview
Paper,  pay  attention
to  how  the  author
smoothly  transitions
from broad concepts to
the  specific  focus  of
the  interview.

Method
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Section
I n  A P A  s t y l e ,  t h e
method  sect ion  is
crucial for replicability.
For an interview paper,
you  need  to  describe
the participant (using a
pseudonym) ,  t he
interview  setting,  the
duration, and the type
of  questions  asked.
This  section  should
also  explain  how  the
data was recorded and
t r a n s c r i b e d .  A
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
Example  Of  Apa
Interview  Paper  will
include  enough  detail
for another researcher
t o  c o n c e p t u a l l y
replicate the study.

Findings
or Results
Th i s  i s  where  you
present  the  interview
d a t a .  U n l i k e

quantitative  results,
t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s
narrative.  You  wil l
integrate direct quotes
from the participant to
illustrate  key  themes.
I t  i s  c o m m o n  t o
organize  findings  by
theme rather  than  by
question. For instance,
an  Example  Of  Apa
Interview  Paper  on
workplace stress might
have  subheadings  like
"Emotional Exhaustion"
a n d  " C o p i n g
M e c h a n i s m s . "
Remember  to  use
strong  formatting
sparingly to emphasize
key  phrases,  but  let
the  participant's  voice
shine through.

Discussio
n
In  the  discussion,  you
interpret  the  findings.
H o w  d o  t h e
p a r t i c i p a n t ' s
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experiences  relate  to
the literature you cited
earlier?  What  are  the
implications  of  your
findings?  This  section
should  also  address
limitations and suggest
future  research.  Any
robust  Example  Of
Apa Interview Paper
w i l l  s h o w  a  c l e a r
connection  between
the interview data and
the  broader  academic
conversation.

Referenc
es
E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e
interview  itself  is  not
listed in the references
(as  it  is  a  personal
communication),  you
must list all secondary
sources you cited. This
includes books, journal
a r t i c l e s ,  and  any
published  works  that
i n f o r m e d  y o u r
i n t roduc t i on  and

discussion.  A  proper
Example  Of  Apa
Interview  Paper  will
have  a  reference  list
that strictly follows APA
formatting rules.

HOW TO FORMAT
AN INTERVIEW IN
APA STYLE

Formatting  is  where
m a n y  s t u d e n t s
struggle.  The  good
news is that the rules
for  cit ing  personal
i n t e r v i e w s  a r e
straightforward.  In  the
text ,  you  c i te  the
interview by  providing
the  interv iewee's
initials, last name, and
t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e
interview. For example:
( J .  Doe ,  pe r sona l
communication,  March
15, 2023). You do not
include  this  in  the
reference  l ist.
When  you  quote  the
interviewee  directly,
you should format the
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quote according to its
length. Quotes of fewer
than  40  words  are
integrated into the text
with  double  quotation
marks.  Longer  quotes
are  set  off  as  a  block
quote,  indented  0.5
inches  from  the  left
m a r g i n ,  w i t h o u t
quotation  marks.  Any
Example  Of  Apa
Interview  Paper  will
demonst ra te  th i s
distinction  clearly,
he lp ing  you  avoid
common  formatting
pitfalls.

Using
Direct
Quotes
vs.

Paraphra
sing
Both direct quotes and
paraphras ing  a re
v a l u a b l e  i n  a n
interview paper. Direct
quotes  preserve  the
participant's  exact
words,  which  can  be
powerful  in  qualitative
r e s e a r c h .
Paraphrasing,  on  the
other hand, allows you
to  synthesize  longer
responses into a more
digest ib le  form.  A
balanced Example Of
Apa Interview Paper
w i l l  u s e  b o t h
t e c h n i q u e s
strategically,  ensuring
the  narrative  flows
smooth ly  w i thout
becoming  a  mere
transcript.

CREATING YOUR
OWN EXAMPLE OF
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APA INTERVIEW
PAPER

N o w  t h a t  y o u
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
structure,  let  us  walk
through  a  practical
exercise.  Suppose you
are writing a paper on
the  challenges  faced
by  first-generation
college  students.  You
have  interviewed  a
student  named  Maria
(a pseudonym). Here is
how you might begin to
outline your paper.

Title Page:
"Navigating the
Unknown: A
Qualitative
Interview with a
First-Generation
College Student"
Abstract:
Summarize
Maria's
background, the
key challenges
she identified
(financial strain,
lack of family

guidance), and
how these affect
her academic
journey.
Introduction:
Cite statistics on
first-generation
students and
existing research
to show the
"achievement
gap." Explain
why a qualitative
interview adds
depth to this
conversation.
Method:
Describe Maria
as a 20-year-old
sophomore at a
public university.
The interview
was conducted
via video call and
lasted 45
minutes. You
used a semi-
structured
protocol with
open-ended
questions.
Findings:
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Organize by
theme. For
example:

Financial1.
Insecurity
: Include a
block
quote from
Maria
about
working
two part-
time jobs.
Academic2.
Isolation:
Paraphrase
her
feelings of
being "out
of place" in
advanced
courses.
Family3.
Dynamics
: Use a
short quote
about her
parents'
inability to
help with
homework.

Discussion:

Connect your
findings to
theories of social
capital and
cultural
mismatch.
Suggest that
universities could
offer more
targeted
mentorship
programs.
References: List
all the academic
sources you used
to support your
arguments.

Th is  ske le ton  i s  a
functional Example Of
Apa Interview Paper
that you can adapt to
your  own  topic.  The
key  is  to  maintain  a
consistent  voice  while
r e s p e c t i n g  t h e
i n t e r v i e w e e ' s
experience.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
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AVOID

Even  exper ienced
wr i te r s  can  make
errors when drafting an
interview paper in APA
style.  Being  aware  of
these pitfalls will  save
you time and improve
your grade.

Treating
the
Interview
as a
Published
Source
Remember, a personal
in terv iew  i s  not  a
recoverable source. Do
no t  l i s t  i t  i n  you r
r e f e r e n c e  l i s t .  A
common  error  in  a
poorly  constructed
Example  Of  Apa

Interview  Paper  is
including  a  reference
e n t r y  f o r  t h e
interv iewee.  Th is
misleads  the  reader
i n to  th i nk ing  the
transcript  is  publicly
available.

Overusin
g Direct
Quotes
Whi le  quotes  add
authenticity, too many
can  make  the  paper
feel  like  a  transcript.
Your job as the writer is
t o  i n t e r p r e t  a n d
analyze.  Use  direct
quotes  strategically  to
highlight  powerful
statements, but rely on
paraphrasing  for  the
majority of the content.
A  polished  Example
Of  Apa  Interview
Paper  w i l l  have  a
healthy  balance.
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Ignoring
Ethical
Considera
tions
APA  style  is  not  just
about  formatting;  it  is
a b o u t  e t h i c a l
scholarship.  You  must
use  a  pseudonym  to
p r o t e c t  t h e
interviewee's  identity,
and you should obtain
in formed  consent
before the interview. If
you  are  writ ing  an
Example  Of  Apa
Interview Paper for a
class  assignment,
confirm  with  your
instructor whether you
need  to  i nc lude  a
consent  form  as  an
appendix.

Failing to
Connect
to the
Literature
The interview is not an
island.  Your  paper
must  engage  wi th
existing  research.  A
weak Example Of Apa
Interview  Paper
often  presents  the
interview data without
t y i n g  i t  b a c k  t o
theories  or  studies
ment i oned  i n  the
introduction.  Always
ask  yourself:  "What
does  this  quote  mean
in the context of what
we already know?"

ENHANCING THE
QUALITY OF YOUR
APA INTERVIEW
PAPER

W r i t i n g  a  g o o d
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i n t e r v i e w  p a p e r
requires  more  than
following  a  template.
You  need  to  th ink
critically  about  the
interv iew  process
itself. Here are several
strategies  to  elevate
your  work.

Prepare
Thoughtf
ul
Questions
The  quality  of  your
paper  directly  reflects
the  quality  of  your
interview.  Open-ended
questions  yield  richer
data.  For  example,
instead of  asking "Did
you  find  your  classes
difficult?" ask "Can you
describe  a  moment
w h e n  y o u  f e l t
challenged  in  your
coursework?"  This

approach  generates
the  kind  of  detailed
responses  that  make
an  Example  Of  Apa
Interview  Paper
compell ing.

Record
and
Transcrib
e
Accuratel
y
Always  record  the
i n t e r v i e w  ( w i t h
permission) and create
a  verbatim  transcript.
This  a l lows  you  to
quote  accurately  and
provides a record you
can  refer  back  to .
When  you  build  your
Example  Of  Apa
Interview Paper, you
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will  appreciate  having
the  exact  wording  to
support your analysis.

Use
Thematic
Analysis
Thematic analysis is a
common  method  for
identifying  patterns  in
interview  data.  After
transcribing,  read
through  the  text  and
code  it  for  recurring
ideas.  These  codes
b e c o m e  t h e
subheadings  in  your
findings section. A well-
structured  Example
Of  Apa  Interview
Paper will have clearly
defined  themes  that
a re  suppor ted  by
mult ip le  pieces  of
evidence  from  the
interview.

Maintain
a
Professio
nal Tone
While  the  interview
c o n t e n t  m a y  b e
informal, your analysis
should  be  academic.
A v o i d  c o l l o q u i a l
language  and  ensure
your prose is clear and
formal.  However,  do
not be so stiff that you
lose  the  reader ' s
i n t e r e s t .  A  g o o d
Example  Of  Apa
Interview  Paper
s t r i kes  a  ba lance
between  academic
rigor  and  engaging
storytelling.

CONCLUSION:
MASTERING THE
APA INTERVIEW
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PAPER

Writing  an  interview
paper in APA style is a
rewarding challenge. It
allows  you  to  engage
directly  with  a  human
subject while adhering
to the strict standards

of academic writing. By
following the structure
o u t l i n e d  i n  t h i s
article—title  page,
abstract,  introduction,
method,  findings,
d i s c u s s i o n ,  a n d
references—


