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MASTERING THE 7TH GRADE
STAAR REVISING AND EDITING
PRACTICE: A COMPLETE GUIDE

The 7th grade STAAR test is a significant
milestone  in  a  student’s  academic
journey,  and  the  revising  and  editing
section often feels like one of the most
challenging  parts.  This  portion  of  the
writing  test  doesn’t  ask  students  to
create a new story from scratch; instead,
it evaluates their ability to improve an
existing piece of writing. With the right
approach  to  7th  Grade  STAAR
Revising  and  Editing  Practice,
students  can  build  confidence,  sharpen
their  grammar skills,  and learn to  see
revision as a powerful tool rather than a
chore. This guide will walk you through
everything  you  need  to  know—from
what  the  test  actually  assesses  to
practical strategies you can use at home
or in the classroom.

Understanding
the STAAR
Revising and
Editing

Component
Before  diving  into  practice  techniques,
it’s  essential  to  understand  what  the
revising and editing section of the STAAR
test involves. In 7th grade, the writing
test  consists  of  two  parts:  a  written
composition and a revising and editing
portion. The revising and editing section
presents students with a short passage
(usually an essay or article written by a
hypothetical  student)  that  contains
intentional  errors  and  areas  for
improvement.  Students  then  answer
multiple-choice questions that ask them
to  identify  the  best  way  to  revise  a
sentence,  correct  a  grammatical
mistake,  improve  word  choice,  or  fix
punctuation.
This  is  not  just  a  test  of  memorized
grammar  rules;  it  is  a  test  of  applied
skills.  Students  must  read  carefully,
understand  the  context,  and  make
thoughtful decisions about how to make
the writing clearer, more coherent, and
more  polished.  The  key  difference
between revising and editing lies in the
focus :  rev i s ing  ta rgets  ideas ,
organization,  and  sentence  flow,  while
editing  targets  mechanics—spelling,
capital ization,  punctuation,  and
grammar.  Both  are  equally  important,
and  effective  7th  Grade  STAAR
Revising and Editing Practice should
cover both areas.
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Why Revising
and Editing
Practice Matters
Beyond the Test
The skills tested on the STAAR are not
just for an exam. Revising and editing
are  lifelong  competencies  that  serve
students well in high school, college, and
the workplace. When students learn to
evaluate their own writing critically, they
become  better  communicators.  They
learn  to  ask  questions  like:  Does  this
sentence make sense? Is this the best
word  to  convey  my  meaning?  Is  my
argument  logically  organized?  These
habits of mind are invaluable. Moreover,
mastering revising and editing early can
reduce writing anxiety and help students
produce more sophisticated work in all
subject areas, from science lab reports
to history essays.
Many parents and teachers notice that
students who struggle with revising and
editing  often  have  difficulty  with  self-
monitoring.  They  may  rush  through
writing  assignments  or  fail  to  catch
simple  errors.  Consistent  7th  Grade
STAAR Revising and Editing Practice
helps  students  slow  down,  read  their
work with a critical eye, and develop a
systematic  approach  to  polishing  their
prose.

Key Skills Tested
on the 7th Grade

STAAR Revising
and Editing
Section
To  practice  effectively,  it  helps  to  know
exactly what types of questions appear.
The STAAR revising and editing section
for  7th  grade  typically  assesses  the
following skills:

Sentence combining and
restructuring: Students may be
asked to combine two short,
choppy sentences into one
smoother sentence, or to revise a
sentence that is poorly structured.
Transitions and organization:
Questions might ask where to add
a transition sentence to improve
the flow between paragraphs, or
which sentence should be moved
to a different location for better
logical order.
Word choice and tone: Students
must recognize when a word is too
informal for the context or when a
more precise word would enhance
clarity.
Subject-verb agreement:
Matching singular/plural subjects
with the correct verb form is a
common editing focus.
Pronoun-antecedent
agreement: Ensuring that
pronouns agree in number and
gender with the nouns they
replace.
Punctuation: Correct use of
commas, apostrophes (especially
in contractions and possessives),
quotation marks, and end
punctuation.
Spelling and capitalization:
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Recognizing frequently misspelled
words and proper noun
capitalization.
Sentence fragments and run-
ons: Identifying incomplete
sentences or sentences that run
together without proper
punctuation.
Verb tense consistency: Shifting
tenses unnaturally (e.g., moving
from past to present tense without
reason) is a common error.

A strong 7th Grade STAAR Revising
and  Editing  Practice  plan  should
include  exercises  that  target  each  of
these  areas  individually  before  mixing
them together in full-length passages.

Effective
Strategies for
Practicing
Revising and
Editing
1. READ THE PASSAGE ALOUD

One of the most powerful strategies for
catching errors is to read the text aloud.
When  students  hear  the  words,  they
often  not ice  awkward  sentence
structures,  missing  punctuation,  or
unnatural phrasing that they might miss
when  reading  silently.  Encourage
students to whisper or speak softly while
practicing—it  helps  the  auditory
processing  part  of  the  brain  catch
mistakes.

2. USE A CHECKLIST

Create  or  find  a  simple  revising  and
editing checklist that students can apply
to  any  passage.  For  revising,  the
checklist  might  include:  "Does  the
passage have a clear main idea?" "Are
the  sentences  varied  in  length?"  "Are
transitions used effectively?" For editing,
the  checklist  could  list:  "Check  for
subject-verb  agreement,"  "Look  for
missing  commas  after  introductory
phrases,"  "Verify  spelling  of  common
homophones (their/there/they're)." Using
a  checklist  trains  students  to  be
systematic  rather  than  guessing.

3. WORK THROUGH RELEASED
STAAR PASSAGES

The  Texas  Education  Agency  (TEA)
releases  previous  STAAR  test  forms,
including  the  revising  and  editing
passages.  These  are  invaluable
resources  for  7th  Grade  STAAR
Revising  and  Editing  Practice.
Students  can  take  one  passage  and
answer the questions,  then review the
answer  key  to  understand  why  each
correct answer is right. Over time, they
will  become familiar  with  the question
formats  and  the  types  of  errors  that
frequently appear.

4. FOCUS ON ONE ERROR TYPE AT
A TIME

It  can  be  overwhelming  to  look  at  a
passage  and  try  to  fix  everything  at
once.  Instead,  break  down  practice
sessions.  Spend one day focusing only
on punctuation errors,  another  day on
verb tense consistency, and another on
sentence combining. Once students feel
comfortable  with  each  skill,  present
them  with  mixed  error  passages  that
simulate the actual test.
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5. PRACTICE PEER REVIEW

Students  often  learn  a  great  deal  by
editing  someone  else's  writing.  Pair
students  up  and have  them exchange
short paragraphs (their  own or sample
passages)  with  the  goal  of  identifying
areas for revision and editing. They must
explain  their  reasoning:  "I  think  this
sentence should be revised because it
starts with 'And,' which is informal for an
essay."  This  verbal  reasoning  deepens
understanding.

Sample Revising
and Editing
Exercise for 7th
Grade
Here is  a  short  passage with common
errors.  Try  to  identify  each  error  and
think  about  how  you  would  correct
it—this  is  exactly  the type of  exercise
found in 7th Grade STAAR Revising
and Editing Practice.
Original  passage:  "My  favorite  book  is
the  hobbit.  The  main  character  Bilbo
Baggins is a hobbit who lives in a hole in
the ground. But he goes on a adventure
with a  group of  dwarves.  The story is
very exciting and it teaches you about
bravery. I think everyone should read it
because its a classic."
Possible revisions and edits:

Title "the hobbit" should be
italicized or underlined; at
minimum, the first letters should
be capitalized: "The Hobbit."
"a adventure" should be "an
adventure" because "adventure"
starts with a vowel sound.

The sentence "But he goes on a
adventure..." could be revised to
avoid starting with "But" or could
be combined with the previous
sentence: "The main character,
Bilbo Baggins, is a hobbit who lives
in a hole in the ground but goes on
an adventure with a group of
dwarves."
"it teaches you" uses the second-
person "you," which is often
considered too informal. A revision
might say "it teaches readers
about bravery."
"its a classic" should be "it's a
classic" (with an apostrophe to
indicate the contraction of "it is").

Practice  passages  like  these,  with
explicit explanations for each correction,
build the analytical skills students need
on test day.

How Parents and
Teachers Can
Support Revising
and Editing
Practice
Supporting a 7th grader through STAAR
preparation  doesn't  require  being  a
grammar  expert.  Here  are  some
practical  ways  to  help:

Create a low-stakes
environment: Let students know
that mistakes are part of learning.
Practice sessions should feel like
exploration, not pressure.
Make it a habit: Dedicate 10–15
minutes daily to a quick revising
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and editing warm-up. Consistency
beats cramming every time.
Use real-world texts: Look at
newspaper articles, school
announcements, or even
restaurant menus. Ask your child,
"How could this sentence be
improved? Is there a better word?"
This shows that editing is
everywhere.
Celebrate progress: When a
student catches an error that they
previously missed, acknowledge it.
Positive reinforcement builds
confidence.
Encourage questions: If your
child asks, "Why is this comma
wrong?" instead of giving a quick
answer, guide them to discover
the rule using a reference chart or
online resource. The deeper the
understanding, the more likely
they will remember it.

Common Pitfalls
and How to
Avoid Them
Even with plenty of 7th Grade STAAR
Revising  and  Editing  Practice,
students often fall into predictable traps.
Awareness of these pitfalls can help you
steer practice in the right direction.

Overlooking context:
Sometimes students correct a
sentence that is grammatically
fine but doesn't fit the author's
intended meaning or tone. Teach
them to read the whole paragraph
before deciding.
Relying on "sounds right":
While intuition is helpful, it is not

reliable for items like pronoun
agreement or subject-verb
agreement with tricky subjects
(e.g., "Everyone" is singular).
Students need to know the rules.
Ignoring answer choices
carefully: In the test, multiple
options may look similar.
Encourage students to plug each
answer into the sentence and read
it aloud to see which one sounds
best and is grammatically correct.
Spending too much time on
one question: Teach time
management. If a question is too
hard, move on and come back.
The test is timed, so practice
pacing with a timer.

Integrating
Technology into
Practice
Digital  tools  can  make  practice  more
engaging. There are many websites and
apps  that  offer  grammar  and  editing
games  tailored  to  middle  schoolers.
However,  be  cautious:  some programs
simply  highl ight  errors  without
explaining the rule.  The best  tools  for
7th  Grade  STAAR  Revising  and
Editing  Practice  provide  immediate
feedback with explanations. Also, using
word  processing  software  to  track
changes  can  help  students  visualize
what  revision  looks  like—deleting,
adding, and rearranging text. They can
compare  the  "before"  and  "after"
versions  to  see  improvement.
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Building a Long-
Term Study Plan
Effective  practice  is  not  a  one-time
event. Ideally, students should start their
preparation  a  few  months  before  the
test.  A  sample  weekly  schedule  might
look like this:

Monday: Review one skill (e.g.,
comma rules) using a short lesson
and 5 practice sentences.
Tuesday: Apply that skill to a
short passage.
Wednesday: Introduce a new skill
(e.g., pronoun agreement) and
practice.
Thursday: Combined practice
passage with both skills from
earlier in the week.
Friday: Timed practice of a full-

length passage (15 minutes) and
review answers.

This  balanced  approach  ensures  that
skills are not forgotten and that students
build stamina for the actual test.

The Role of
Reading in
Revising and
Editing
One  often  overlooked  aspect  of  7th
Grade STAAR Revising and Editing
Practice  is  the  power  of  reading
b r o a d l y .  S t u d e n t s  w h o  r e a d
regularly—fiction,  nonfiction,  magazines,
or even well-written blogs—


