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INTRODUCTION:
UNEARTHING THE
VALUE OF HEAVY
METAL VINYL

For  decades,  heavy
metal  has  thundered
through  speakers  and
i g n i t e d  t h e
i m a g i n a t i o n s  o f
millions.  But  beyond
the  riffs  and  rebellion
lies a parallel world of
collectors, traders, and
enthusiasts  who  treat
rare  vinyl  pressings
like gold bars. Whether
you  are  flipping
through dusty crates at

a  flea  market  or
b r o w s i n g  o n l i n e
auctions,  knowing  the
true worth of a record
is  essential.  That  is
where  the  Goldmine
Heavy Metal Record
Price Guide  becomes
an  indispensable  tool.
This  guide—published
by  the  same  team
beh ind  Go ldmine
magazine—is the bible
for collectors who want
to separate a common
p r e s s i n g  f r o m  a
treasure. In this article,
we will explore how the
guide  works,  what
factors  drive  heavy
metal  record  prices,
and how you can use it
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to  build  a  valuable
collection  or  avoid
overpaying  for  a  so-
called gem.

WHAT IS THE
GOLDMINE HEAVY
METAL RECORD
PRICE GUIDE?

The Goldmine Heavy
Metal  Record  Price
Guide is a specialized
reference  book  that
provides  estimated
market  va lues  for
thousands  of  heavy
metal  and  hard  rock
vinyl records, CDs, and
even cassette tapes. It
is  part  of  the  larger
Goldmine series, which
covers  genres  from
rock to jazz. What sets
this volume apart is its
focus  on  the  often
volatile and passionate
marke t  f o r  heavy
metal—from  ear ly
pioneers  like  Black
Sabbath  and  Judas
P r i e s t  t o  t h r a s h
legends like Slayer and

Metallica,  and  onto
obscure  underground
bands.
Each  entry  typically
includes  the  artist,
a lbum  t i t le,  label ,
c a t a l o g  n u m b e r ,
re lease  year ,  and
condition-based values
(Mint,  Near Mint,  Very
Good, etc.). The guide
is updated periodically
to  reflect  real-world
auction  results  and
dealer  trends.  For  the
serious  collector,  it  is
the  most  re l i ab le
s tar t ing  po int  fo r
pricing negotiations.

WHY HEAVY
METAL RECORDS
HOLD VALUE

Heavy  metal  vinyl  is
not  just  music;  it  is
artifact. Several factors
make  certain  heavy
m e t a l  r e c o r d s
command high prices:

Scarcity: Many
early heavy
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metal albums
were pressed in
limited
quantities,
especially
independent or
underground
releases.
Cultural
significance:
Albums from the
NWOBHM (New
Wave of British
Heavy Metal) or
early thrash
scenes are prized
for their
historical
context.
Condition: A
mint-condition
copy of a rare
record can be
worth ten times
more than a
beat-up sleeve
with a scratched
disc.
Original
pressings: First
pressings,
particularly on

original labels
(e.g., Verigo,
Combat,
Megaforce), are
often valued
higher than
reissues.
Cover art and
inserts:
Gatefold sleeves,
lyric sheets,
posters, and
special editions
add significant
value.

The Goldmine Heavy
Metal  Record  Price
Guide accounts for all
these variables, giving
collectors  a  nuanced
view  of  the  market.

KEY FACTORS
THAT INFLUENCE
HEAVY METAL
RECORD PRICES

1.
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Condition
Grades
The  guide  uses  the
Goldmine  Standard
condit ion  grading
system. Understanding
these grades is crucial:

Mint (M):1.
Perfect, unplayed
record with no
defects. Very
rare for older
albums.
Near Mint2.
(NM): Only
minimal signs of
handling;
essentially
flawless.
Very Good Plus3.
(VG+): Light
wear, possibly a
few light scuffs,
but no affect on
playability.
Very Good4.
(VG): Noticeable
wear, surface

noise, but
playable.
Good (G):5.
Heavy wear, may
skip—prices drop
dramatically.

The  guide  lists  values
for each grade, so you
know  exactly  what  to
expect.

2.
Pressing
Variation
s
First  US pressings,  UK
originals,  Japanese
import,  and  colored
vinyl  all  carry  different
values. For example, a
first  UK  pressing  of
B l a c k  S a b b a t h ’ s
Paranoid on the Vertigo
label  (with  the  “swirl”
label)  can  be  worth
hundreds, while a later
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German  reissue  is  far
less.  The  Goldmine
Heavy Metal Record
Price  Guide  details
t h e s e  v a r i a t i o n s
whenever  possible.

3. Artist
and
Album
Popularit
y
Not all heavy metal is
equal.  A  rare  demo
tape from a cult band
like  Hellhammer  can
be worth more than a
common  mainstream
hit.  The  guide  covers
both iconic bands and
obscure  collectibles,
giving you context for
the entire genre.

4. Market
Trends
Prices  fluctuate  with
trends.  The  recent
v i n y l  r e v i v a l  h a s
boosted  many  classic
metal  records.  The
guide draws on recent
sales data, although it
is  wise  to  cross-check
with  current  online
sales  platforms.

NOTABLE HIGH-
VALUE HEAVY
METAL RECORDS
IN THE GUIDE

To illustrate the guide’s
utility,  here are a few
examples  of  records
that  cons i s tent ly
appea r  w i t h  h i gh
valuations:

Black Sabbath
– Black
Sabbath (1970,
Vertigo swirl
label, UK first
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press): Up to
$500+ in Near
Mint condition.
Metallica – Kill
‘Em All (1983,
Megaforce
original, no
barcode): Often
$300–$600 for a
clean copy.
Judas Priest –
Rocka Rolla
(1974, Gull first
press): Can
exceed $400 in
NM.
Slayer – Show
No Mercy
(1983, Metal
Blade first
press, original
cover): Around
$150–$250.
Mötörhead –
Overkill (1979,
Bronze first
press with
poster):
$100–$200.
Venom – Black
Metal (1982,
Neat Records

first press):
$100–$300
depending on
condition.

T h e s e  p r i c e s  a r e
ballpark  figures  from
recent  editions  of  the
guide.  Always  check
the current edition for
updates.

HOW TO USE THE
GOLDMINE HEAVY
METAL RECORD
PRICE GUIDE
EFFECTIVELY

Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  dealer  or  a
newbie  collector,  here
i s  a  s tep -by - s tep
approach:

Identify the1.
exact release:
Look at the label,
catalog number,
matrix numbers
in the dead wax,
and any
distinguishing
features (e.g.,
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barcode,
pressing plant
marks).
Locate the2.
entry in the
guide: Artists
are listed
alphabetically.
Sub-sections
often separate
studio albums,
live albums,
compilations,
and singles.
Assess the3.
condition
honestly: Use
the Goldmine
grading system.
Overgrading will
lead to
inaccurate
pricing and
potential
disputes.
Check the4.
guide’s listed
price range: It
usually shows
Low, Average,
and High values
for each grade.

Adjust for5.
market timing:
The guide may
lag behind fast-
moving trends.
Use it as a
baseline, then
check recent
eBay sold listings
or Discogs for
real-time
context.

Pro  tip:  The  guide  is
especially  strong  for
p re -1990s  heavy
meta l .  Fo r  newer
r e l e a s e s ,  o n l i n e
databases  might  be
more  current.

TIPS FOR
BUILDING A
VALUABLE HEAVY
METAL
COLLECTION

Using  the  Goldmine
Heavy Metal Record
Price  Guide  as  your
roadmap,  consider
these  strategies:
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Focus on
Original
Pressings
Original  label  variants
(e.g.,  Combat,  Metal
Blade,  Shrapnel)  often
appreciate  faster  than
later  reissues.  The
guide  helps  you  spot
the difference.

Buy
Condition
Over
Rarity
A  common  record  in
Mint  condition  can  be
more desirable than a
rare  record  in  Poor
condition.  The  guide’s
condition-based pricing
reinforces this.

Look for
Inserts
and
Posters
Many  early  metal  LPs
came  with  posters  or
lyric sheets. The guide
often notes these add-
ons, which can double
the value.

Don’t
Overlook
the
Undergro
und
The  guide  includes
thousands  of  lesser-
known bands from the
NWOBHM,  US  power



Goldmine Heavy Metal Record Price Guide 9

9

metal ,  and  thrash
scenes.  These  can  be
u n d i s c o v e r e d
treasures.

Network
with
Other
Collectors
T h e  g u i d e  i s  a
r e f e r e n c e ,  b u t
community  knowledge
is  gold.  Attend  record
fairs,  join  forums,  and
compare  what  you
learn with  the guide’s
data.

LIMITATIONS OF
THE GOLDMINE
HEAVY METAL
RECORD PRICE
GUIDE

No  pricing  guide  is
perfect. The Goldmine
Heavy Metal Record

Price Guide has a few
caveats:

Data lag: The
printed edition
may be a year or
two behind
current auction
spikes.
Bias toward
US/UK
markets:
European or
Japanese heavy
metal records
may be
undervalued or
omitted.
No real-time
transaction
data: Unlike
Discogs, it
doesn’t show
actual recent
sales.
Condition
subjectivity:
Grading is
inherently
subjective, so the
values are best
estimates.
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That said, for a printed
resource,  it  remains
t h e  m o s t
comprehensive  and
trusted  guide  in  the
hobby.

CONCLUSION:
YOUR PASSPORT
TO METAL VINYL
WEALTH

The Goldmine Heavy
Metal  Record  Price
Guide  is more than a
book—it  is  a  passport
to  understanding  the
m o n e t a r y  a n d
histor ical  value  of
heavy  metal  records.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
hunting for a first press
of Number of the Beast

or  a  rare  picture  disc
from a defunct German
band, this guide equips
y o u  w i t h  t h e
knowledge  to  buy
smart,  sell  confidently,
and  appreciate  the
artistry  behind  the
noise.  Heavy  metal
co l l ec to rs  f o rm  a
passionate community,
and  the  guide  helps
level  the  playing  field
between a novice and
a  veteran.  So  grab  a
copy,  throw  on  your
favorite  album,  and
start digging. The next
t reasure  cou ld  be
hiding  in  plain  sight,
just  waiting  for  the
right  price  guide  to
reveal  its  worth.


