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INTRODUCTION:
UNRAVELING THE
MYSTERY OF THE
BLIZZARD OF THE
BLUE MOON

W h e n  t h e  n a m e
Blizzard of the Blue
Moon  first  appears,  it
conjures  images  of  a
rare  and  fantastical
weather event under a
celestial  anomaly.  For
m a n y  r e a d e r s ,
however, the phrase is
intimately  tied  to  a
beloved  children’s
book  in  the  icon ic

Magic  Tree  House
series  by  Mary  Pope
Osborne. In this article,
we will  dive deep into
t h e  w o r l d  o f  t h i s
enchant ing  story,
e x p l o r e  t h e  r e a l
astronomical  concept
of  a  blue  moon,  and
discuss  how  the  two
intersect  to  create  a
memorable  adventure
that  has  captivated
young minds for years.
Whether  you  are  a
parent  look ing  to
understand  what  your
chi ld  is  reading,  a
t e a c h e r  s e e k i n g
classroom  resources,
or  simply  a  curious
r e a d e r ,  t h i s
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comprehensive  guide
will  illuminate  every
facet of the Blizzard of
the Blue Moon.

THE MAGIC TREE
HOUSE SERIES: A
BRIEF OVERVIEW

T h e  M a g i c  T r e e
House  se r ies  i s  a
staple of early chapter
b o o k s ,  h a v i n g
introduced  millions  of
children to the joys of
reading  through  time
travel,  history,  and
adventure.  Written  by
Mary  Pope  Osborne
and  illustrated  by  Sal
Murdocca,  the  series
follows  siblings  Jack
and  Annie  as  they
discover a magical tree
house filled  with  books
that  can  transport
them to any time and
p lace .  Each  book
seamlessly  weaves
factual  information
about historical events,
natural  phenomena,
and  cultural  traditions

into a fast-paced story.
The  36th  book  in  the
o r ig ina l  se r i es  i s
Blizzard  of  the  Blue
Moon ,  published  in
2006. It stands out not
only for its title but for
its  unique  blend  of
fantasy and real-world
science.

PLOT SUMMARY:
WHAT HAPPENS IN
BLIZZARD OF THE
BLUE MOON?

In this installment, Jack
and Annie are sent on
a mission to New York
City  during  the  Great
Depression.  The  once-
in-a- l i fet ime  blue
moon  i s  abou t  t o
appear, and they must
find  a  specific
“un icorn”  to  he lp
Merlin  and  his  friends
in  Camelot.  The  story
begins with the siblings
receiving  a  cryptic
rhyme from their friend
Morgan  le  Fay.  They
soon  find  themselves
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i n  a  c o l d ,  s n o w y
Manhattan,  where  the
Blizzard of the Blue
M o o n  i s  b o t h  a
weather  event  and  a
magical key.
As the snow piles  up,
Jack and Annie meet a
kind  street  musician
and a struggling artist.
They use their wits and
the magic  of  the tree
house to bring a little
hope and beauty into a
c i t y  g r i p p e d  b y
hardship.  The  blizzard
becomes  a  metaphor
for  the  challenges  of
the era, while the blue
moon  symbolizes  a
r a r e  m o m e n t  o f
wonder.  The  children
must  navigate  the
city’s  landmarks,  from
Central  Park  to  the
Metropolitan  Museum
of  Art,  to  complete
their  quest.  Along the
way,  readers  learn
about  the  economic
struggles of the 1930s,
the  importance  of  art

and  music,  and  the
power  of  kindness.

THE REAL SCIENCE
BEHIND A BLUE
MOON

While  the  book  is  a
work  of  fiction,  the
concept  o f  a  blue
moon  i s  rooted  in
astronomy.  The  term
“blue  moon”  has  two
common  definitions.
The  more  modern,
popular  definition
refers  to  the  second
full  moon  in  a  single
calendar  month.  Since
the lunar cycle is about
29.5  days,  a  month
with 30 or 31 days can
occasionally  host  two
f u l l  m o o n s .  T h i s
happens roughly every
2.5  years.  The  older
definition,  sometimes
called a “seasonal blue
moon,”  refers  to  the
third  full  moon  in  a
season  that  has  four
full  moons (instead of
the usual three).
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But  can  the  moon
actually appear blue in
color?  Yes,  but  it  is
extremely rare. A blue-
tinted moon can occur
when  the  atmosphere
contains particles of a
specific  size—for
e x a m p l e ,  a f t e r  a
volcanic  eruption or  a
massive  forest  fire.
These particles scatter
red  l ight,  al lowing
more  b lue  l ight  to
reach  our  eyes.  The
most  famous  instance
was  after  the  1883
eruption  of  Krakatoa,
w h e n  t h e  m o o n
reportedly  appeared
blue  (and  sometimes
g r e e n )  f o r  y e a r s
afterwards.  In  the
book, the blue moon is
both a calendar event
and  a  v i sua l  cue ,
adding  to  the  story’s
magical realism.

The
Blizzard
Element:
A Perfect
Storm
Pairing  a  blue  moon
with a blizzard creates
a  d r a m a t i c  a n d
memorable  setting.  In
the story, the Blizzard
of  the  Blue  Moon
blankets New York City
in deep snow, creating
both  obstacles  and
opportunities  for  Jack
a n d  A n n i e .  R e a l
blizzards  are  defined
by  heavy  snowfall ,
strong winds,  and low
visibility.  The  book
captures the feeling of
be ing  caught  in  a
storm while also using
it  to  highlight  themes
o f  r es i l i ence  and



Blizzard Of The Blue Moon Magic Tree House 36
Mary Pope 5

5

c o m m u n i t y .  T h e
juxtaposition  of  the
cold,  harsh  reality  of
the  Great  Depression
w i t h  t h e  m a g i c a l
warmth of the moon’s
l ight  is  a  powerful
narrative  device.

EDUCATIONAL
THEMES AND
LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES

One of the reasons the
Magic  Tree  House
series is so widely used
in  classrooms  is  its
ability  to  introduce
complex  topics  in  an
a c c e s s i b l e  w a y .
Blizzard  of  the  Blue
Moon  offers  several
r i c h  l e a r n i n g
opportunities:

Historical
Context: The
Great Depression
(1929–1939)
comes alive
through the
setting. Children

learn about
unemployment,
breadlines, and
the resilience of
the American
spirit.
Astronomy:
Teachers can use
the book as a
springboard to
discuss lunar
phases, the
definition of a
blue moon, and
atmospheric
optics.
Meteorology:
The blizzard
provides a
chance to talk
about how
snowstorms form
and the
difference
between a
blizzard and a
regular
snowstorm.
Art and Music:
The characters
they meet—a
street musician
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and an
artist—underscor
e the importance
of creativity
during hard
times.
Literary
Devices: The
title itself is a
great example of
alliteration and
imagery.
Students can
analyze how the
author uses
weather as a
symbol.

How to
Use the
Book in a
Classroo
m or

Homesch
ool
Setting
Parents and educators
c a n  e x t e n d  t h e
experience of Blizzard
of  the  Blue  Moon
w i t h  f o l l o w - u p
activit ies:

Science1.
Experiment:
Create a “blue
moon” effect
using a flashlight
and a glass of
water with a few
drops of milk.
Observe how
particles change
the color of light.
History2.
Research
Project: Have
children research
life in a major
U.S. city during
the Great
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Depression and
compare it to the
book’s depiction.
Creative3.
Writing: Ask
students to write
their own story
about a magical
weather
event—like a
“Rainbow
Hurricane” or a
“Thunderstorm
of Gold.”
Art Activity:4.
Draw or paint a
scene of New
York City under a
blue moon during
a snowstorm.
Geography:5.
Locate New York
City on a map
and discuss why
it was a major
center of culture
and hardship in
the 1930s.

THE CULTURAL
IMPACT OF

BLIZZARD OF THE
BLUE MOON

Since  i ts  re lease ,
Blizzard  of  the  Blue
Moon has been praised
f o r  i t s  s e n s i t i v e
handling  of  a  difficult
historical  period.  The
book  does  not  shy
away from the poverty
and  despair  of  the
Great  Depression,  but
it also shows moments
of hope, kindness, and
beauty.  The  inclusion
o f  rea l - l i f e  a r t i s t
M a y b e l l e  ( a
fictionalized  version  of
a  New  York  s t reet
music ian)  and  the
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e
Unicorn  Tapestries
at  the  Metropolitan
Museum  of  Art  (the
“unicorn”  Jack  and
Annie seek) ground the
fantasy in reality.
The phrase “Blizzard of
the  Blue  Moon”  has
a l s o  e n t e r e d  t h e
lexicon  of  Magic  Tree
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H o u s e  f a n s  a s  a
t o u c h s t o n e  f o r  a
magical  adventure.
The  book  has  been
translated into multiple
languages and remains
a  popular  choice  for
reading  groups  and
bedtime  stories.  It  is
often recommended for
children  aged  6–9,
though  older  readers
also  enjoy  its  layered
storytelling.

COMPARING THE
BOOK TO OTHER
MAGIC TREE
HOUSE TITLES

The  series  includes
many  adventures
involving  weather  and
astronomy,  such  as
N i g h t  o f  t h e  N e w
M a g i c i a n s  a n d
Earthquake in the Early
Morning .  However,
Blizzard of the Blue
Moon  is  unique in its
use  of  a  specific  lunar
event as a plot device.
It also marks a turning

point in the series, as
Merlin’s quests become
more  complex  and
involve  helpers  from
different  time  periods.
The book is part of the
“Mer l in  Miss ions”
subset  (books  29–44),
which  are  s l ight ly
l o n g e r  a n d  m o r e
challenging  than  the
earl ier  books.  This
makes  it  an  excellent
stepping  stone  for
young readers ready to
advance their skills.

WHY THE TITLE
RESONATES: THE
POETRY OF A RARE
EVENT

There  is  something
inherently poetic about
the idea of a blizzard
occurring  during  a
blue moon.  Both  are
rare—a  blue  moon
happens every  two to
three years, and a true
b l i z z a r d  ( b y
m e t e o r o l o g i c a l
definition) is not a daily
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occurrence.  When
combined, they create
a sense of urgency and
wonder  that  perfectly
su i ts  a  ch i ld ren ’s
a d v e n t u r e .  T h e
alliteration  in  the  title
m a k e s  i t  e a s y  t o
remember,  and  the
imagery stays with the
reader  long  after  the
book is closed. It is no
wonder that Blizzard of
the Blue Moon remains
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
beloved entries in  the
series.

PRACTICAL
INFORMATION FOR
PARENTS AND
EDUCATORS

If  you  are  looking  to
purchase  or  borrow
Blizzard of the Blue
Moon ,  i t  is  widely
avai lable  through
p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,
bookstores, and online
retailers.  The ISBN for
the  hardcover  edition
is  978-0-375-83736-8.

The book also exists in
paperback,  audiobook,
and  e-book  formats.
Mary  Pope  Osborne’s
official  website
provides free teacher’s
gu ides ,  p r in tab le
a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  a
reading  level  guide.
The Lexile measure is
approximately  570L,
making  it  suitable  for
early  independent
r e a d e r s .  G u i d e d
r e a d i n g  l e v e l  i s
typically  M–N.

Connecti
ng the
Book to
Real-
World
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Astronom
y Events
To bring the story even
c l o s e r  t o  h o m e ,
parents can mark their
calendars for the next
actual blue moon. The
next  seasonal  blue
moon  wi l l  occur  in
2026,  while  the  next
monthly blue moon will
happen  in  August
2025. On such a night,
t a k e  y o u r  c h i l d
outside—hopefully  not
during a blizzard!—and
look  up  at  the  moon.
Talk  about  how  the
same  silver  orb  that
shines down on us also
guided Jack and Annie
through  their  snowy
New  York  adventure.
This  simple  act  can
d e e p e n  a  c h i l d ’ s
connection  to  both
l i terature  and  the
natural  world.

BEHIND THE
SCENES: MARY
POPE OSBORNE’S
INSPIRATION

In  interviews,  author
Mary Pope Osborne has
mentioned  that  she
often draws inspiration
from historical  events,
fairy tales, and her own
travels. For Blizzard of
the  Blue  Moon ,  she
specifically  wanted  to
highlight  an era when
the American spirit was
tested—the  Great
Depression.  The  blue
moon  se rved  as  a
perfect symbol of hope
appear ing  in  dark
times.  Osborne  has
also  noted  that  her
husband, Will Osborne,
co-wrote  the  original
musical adaptations for
the  series,  and  the
f o c u s  o n  a  s t r e e t
musician  in  the  book
reflects  their  shared
love  of  music.  This
personal  touch  adds
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authenticity  to  the
story.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING MAGIC
OF A BLUE MOON
BLIZZARD

The  Blizzard  of  the
Blue Moon is far more
than just a catchy title.
I t  i s  a  ga teway  to
learning about history,
astronomy,  and  the
human  capacity  for
kindness.  Through the
eyes of Jack and Annie,
readers young and old
can  experience  the
chi l l  of  a  New  York
blizzard and the warm
glow  of  a  rare  lunar

e v e n t .  T h e  b o o k
reminds  us  that  even
i n  t h e  d a r k e s t
times—both literal and
metaphorical—there  is
always a possibility for
magic,  discovery,  and
connection.  Whether
you read it under a real
b lue  moon  or  on  a
quiet winter’s night at
h o m e ,  t h i s  s t o r y
continues  to  inspire
and  educate.  So  next
t ime  you  hear  the
phrase  Blizzard  of
the Blue Moon, let it
summon  not  just  a
story,  but  a  world  of
wonder  waiting  to  be
explored.


