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UNDERSTANDING THE FOUNDATIONS: WHAT IS THE
"A MORE PERFECT UNION" WORKSHEET?

The  phrase  "a  more  perfect  union"  comes  directly  from the
Preamble  to  the  United  States  Constitution.  It  represents  the
Founders' ambitious goal of creating a stronger, more cohesive
federal government than the one established under the Articles
of  Confederation.  For  educators  teaching  American  history  or
civics,  the film A More Perfect Union—produced by the nonprofit
Center  for  the  Constitution—offers  a  dramatized,  engaging
retelling of the 1787 Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia.
Accompanying  worksheets  help  students  track  key  events,
figures, and compromises. A A More Perfect Union Worksheet
Answer Key is a guide that provides correct responses to these
questions,  allowing  teachers  to  assess  understanding  and
students  to  verify  their  learning.  This  article  explores  the
historical context, major themes covered in the worksheet, and
detailed explanations for common questions, making it a valuable
resource  for  anyone  studying  the  creation  of  the  U.S.
Constitution.
Using  a  worksheet  answer  key  effectively  goes  beyond  simply
checking boxes. It helps learners connect the dots between the
heated  debates  in  Independence  Hall  and  the  enduring
framework of American government. Whether you are a teacher
preparing a lesson, a student reviewing for a test, or a lifelong
learner  revisiting  the  nation's  founding,  understanding  the
answers  in  context  deepens  your  appreciation  for  the
compromises  that  made  the  Constitution  possible.

THE HISTORICAL BACKDROP: WHY THE UNION
NEEDED TO BE "MORE PERFECT"

The Weaknesses of the
Articles of Confederation
Before  diving  into  the  worksheet  answers,  it  is  essential  to
understand why the Constitution was necessary. The Articles of
Confederation, ratified in 1781, created a loose alliance of states
with a weak central government. Congress could not levy taxes,
regulate interstate commerce, or enforce laws. States acted like
independent  nations,  printing  their  own money  and  imposing
tariffs  on  one  another.  Shays'  Rebellion  in  1786—an  armed
uprising  of  Massachusetts  farmers  protesting  debt  and
foreclosure—exposed  the  national  government's  inability  to
maintain  order.  Many  leaders,  including  James  Madison  and
Alexander Hamilton, realized that the Articles were failing. The
worksheet  typically  begins  with  questions  about  these
weaknesses, setting the stage for the convention. The A More
Perfect  Union  Worksheet  Answer  Key  will  confirm  that  the
primary purpose of the convention was to revise the Articles,
though it ultimately led to a complete replacement.

The Call for a Convention
In  February  1787,  the  Confederation  Congress  approved  a
convention to be held in Philadelphia for the "sole and express
purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation." Delegates from
twelve states (Rhode Island refused to participate) gathered in
the Pennsylvania State House, now known as Independence Hall.
The worksheet often asks students to identify key delegates and
their  motivations.  Answer  key  responses  highlight  figures  like
George Washington, who presided over the convention, James
Madison,  known  as  the  "Father  of  the  Constitution"  for  his
detailed notes and the Virginia Plan, and Benjamin Franklin, the
elder  statesman  who  urged  compromise.  Understanding  who
these men were and what they hoped to achieve is fundamental
to grasping the convention's outcome.

KEY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FROM THE
WORKSHEET

Question 1: What major
problem did the Convention
aim to solve?
Answer:  The  Convention  aimed  to  address  the  fundamental
weakness  of  the  national  government  under  the  Articles  of
Confederation.  Specifically,  the  government  could  not  raise
revenue, regulate commerce, or enforce its laws. The worksheet
answer key will emphasize that this led to economic instability,
interstate  conflict,  and  a  lack  of  national  unity.  The  delegates
sought  to  create  a  stronger  central  government  that  could
effectively  manage  national  affairs  while  preserving  state
sovereignty  to  some  degree.  This  balance  is  the  core  of
federalism,  a  concept  that  the  worksheet  explores  in  later
questions.

Question 2: What were the
Virginia and New Jersey
Plans?
Answer:  The  Virginia  Plan,  proposed  by  James  Madison  and
Edmund Randolph, called for a strong national government with
three branches (legislative, executive, judicial) and a bicameral
legislature based on state population.  This  plan favored large
states.  The  New  Jersey  Plan,  proposed  by  William  Paterson,
advocated for a unicameral legislature with equal representation
for each state,  preserving much of the Articles'  structure and
favoring small states. The A More Perfect Union Worksheet
Answer Key  clarifies  that  the  conflict  between these  two plans
nearly derailed the convention, leading to the Great Compromise.
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Question 3: What was the
Great Compromise and who

proposed it?
Answer: The Great Compromise, also known as the Connecticut
Compromise, was proposed by Roger Sherman of Connecticut. It
created  a  bicameral  Congress  consisting  of  the  House  of
Representatives  (representation  based on population,  favoring
large states) and the Senate (equal representation for each state,
with  two  senators,  favoring  small  states).  This  compromise
resolved the central dispute between the Virginia and New Jersey
Plans. The worksheet answer key will point out that this structure
remains in place today, demonstrating the enduring legacy of the
compromise. The House would originate revenue bills, and both
chambers  would  need  to  pass  legislation,  ensuring  that  both
population and state equality were respected.

Question 4: How did the
Convention address the
issue of slavery?
Answer: The issue of slavery was deeply contentious and nearly
caused the convention to collapse. The worksheet typically asks
about the Three-Fifths Compromise and the slave trade clause.
The  answer  key  explains  that  the  Three-Fifths  Compromise
counted  three-fifths  of  the  enslaved  population  for  purposes  of
representation in the House and for taxation. This gave Southern
states more political power while avoiding the word "slavery" in
the Constitution. Additionally, the convention agreed to allow the
importation  of  enslaved  people  to  continue  until  1808,  after
which Congress could ban it. The worksheet answer key will also
note that fugitive slave clauses required the return of escaped
enslaved  persons  to  their  owners.  These  compromises  were
morally problematic and deferred the slavery issue, which would
ultimately be resolved only through the Civil War and subsequent
amendments.

Question 5: What was the
purpose of the Preamble?
Answer:  The  Preamble  states  the  broad  purposes  of  the
Constitution:  to  form a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,
ensure domestic  tranquility,  provide for  the common defense,
promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty.
The A More Perfect Union Worksheet Answer Key typically
explains that the Preamble is not a source of specific powers but
rather  a  statement  of  the  Constitution's  guiding  principles.  It
begins with "We the People," which was revolutionary because it
asserted that the authority of the government comes from the
citizens, not from the states. This phrase reflects the shift from a
confederation of states to a unified nation.

BEYOND THE ANSWERS: DEEPER LEARNING WITH THE
WORKSHEET

Analyzing Key Figures and
Their Roles
The  worksheet  often  includes  questions  about  individual
delegates and their contributions. For example, James Madison's
detailed  notes  provide  the  most  complete  record  of  the
convention's  debates.  He also  authored the Virginia  Plan and
later  wrote  many  of  the  Federalist  Papers  to  advocate  for
ratification.  The  answer  key  will  highlight  that  George
Washington's  presence  as  presiding  officer  lent  legitimacy  and
gravitas to the proceedings. Benjamin Franklin's wit and wisdom
helped  ease  tensions  during  heated  moments.  Alexander
Hamilton argued for a strong central government and proposed a
plan that went even further than the Virginia Plan. Gouverneur
Morris  was  responsible  for  the  final  wording  of  the  Constitution,
including the elegant phrasing of the Preamble. Understanding
these  figures  humanizes  the  historical  process  and  shows  that
the  Constitution  was  the  product  of  passionate  debate  and
compromise among flawed but visionary men.

The Federalist and Anti-
Federalist Debate
After the convention, the Constitution faced a difficult ratification
process.  The  worksheet  may  include  questions  about  the
Federalists and Anti-Federalists. The answer key will explain that
Federalists,  like  Hamilton,  Madison,  and  Jay,  argued  for
ratification  in  the  Federalist  Papers.  Anti-Federalists,  like  Patrick
Henry and George Mason, opposed ratification due to the lack of
a  Bill  of  Rights  and  concerns  about  centralized  power.  The
worksheet  answer key will  note that  the promise of  a  Bill  of
Rights  was  crucial  to  securing  ratification.  This  debate  shaped
American political discourse and led to the first ten amendments,
which protect  individual  liberties.  The Bill  of  Rights addresses
Anti-Federalist concerns and remains a cornerstone of American
freedom.

Enduring Legacies: How the
Constitution Shapes
Modern Government
The conventions and compromises of 1787 continue to influence
American politics. The worksheet often asks students to connect
historical events to contemporary issues. The answer key might
highlight how the structure of Congress, the electoral college,
and the amendment process all originated in the debates at the
Constitutional Convention. The principle of separation of powers
and checks and balances, designed to prevent any one branch
from  becoming  too  powerful,  remains  a  defining  feature  of  the
U.S.  government.  The  A  More  Perfect  Union  Worksheet
Answer  Key  reinforces  that  the  Constitution  is  a  living
document,  adaptable through amendments and interpretation,
yet grounded in the principles established in 1787. Understanding
this history helps citizens appreciate the fragility and resilience of
democratic institutions.

TIPS FOR USING THE WORKSHEET ANSWER KEY
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EFFECTIVELY

For teachers, the answer key is a tool for instruction, not just
assessment.  Use  it  to  guide  class  discussions  about  the
compromises  and  their  implications.  For  example,  when
reviewing the Three-Fifths Compromise, ask students to consider
the moral costs of political pragmatism. For students, the answer
key should be used to check understanding and identify areas
needing further study. Do not simply copy answers; instead, read
the explanations and think about why each answer is correct.
Here  are  some  strategies  for  maximizing  the  worksheet's
educational value:

Read the question carefully. Many worksheet questions
require critical thinking, not just recall. Look for keywords
like "explain," "compare," or "evaluate."
Use the answer key as a study guide. After completing
the worksheet, review the answers and summarize the
main points in your own words. This reinforces learning.
Connect answers to primary sources. Refer back to the
Constitution, the Federalist Papers, or James Madison's
notes to see the original language and context.
Discuss with peers. Talking through the answers with
classmates can deepen your understanding and expose you
to different perspectives.
Apply the lessons to current events. Consider how the
compromises of 1787 relate to modern debates about
federal power, representation, and civil rights.

COMMON STUDENT MISCONCEPTIONS ADDRESSED BY
THE ANSWER KEY

The A More Perfect Union Worksheet Answer Key can help
correct  several  common  misunderstandings  about  the
Constitutional  Convention:

Myth: The Constitution was written quickly and1.
unanimously. In reality, the convention lasted four
months, and many delegates left in frustration. The final
document was approved by only 39 of the 55 delegates,

and the vote was not unanimous. The answer key will
clarify that the Constitution was a hard-fought compromise.
Myth: The Founders were all in agreement about2.
democracy. Some delegates feared pure democracy and
preferred a republic. The answer key explains that the
Founders designed a system with checks and balances to
protect against the "tyranny of the majority."
Myth: The Constitution solved all problems. The3.
answer key will note that many issues were deferred,
including slavery and voting rights. The Constitution
established a framework for governance, but it was far
from perfect.
Myth: The Bill of Rights was part of the original4.
Constitution. The answer key clarifies that the Bill of
Rights was added after ratification, in 1791, as a condition
of approval by several states.

By addressing these misconceptions, the worksheet and answer
key  together  help  students  develop  a  more  accurate  and
nuanced understanding of American history.

CONCLUSION: THE ENDURING RELEVANCE OF THE
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

The story of the Constitutional Convention is not just a historical
episode; it is a lesson in the art of compromise, the challenges of
self-government, and the ongoing effort to form "a more perfect
union." The A More Perfect Union Worksheet Answer Key
serves as a valuable companion for anyone studying this pivotal
moment in American history. By understanding the answers to
the worksheet questions, students gain insight into the debates,
compromises,  and principles that shaped the Constitution and
continue  to  influence  governance  today.  The  Founders
understood that the union they created would never be perfect,
but  they  provided  a  framework  for  improvement  through
amendments and democratic participation. Every generation has
the opportunity and responsibility  to carry forward that  work.
Whether you are a student, teacher, or citizen, engaging with
these foundational questions deepens your appreciation for the
enduring experiment that is American democracy.


