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THE SWEETEST
STROKE IN
BASKETBALL
HISTORY

In the pantheon of NBA
shooting,  few  names
resonate with the same
quiet authority as that
of  Ray  Allen.  While
modern basketball has
seen a deluge of three-
point  specialists,  Allen
was the prototype who
perfected the art for a
new  generation.  To
dissect the Ray Allen
career  3  pointers  is
not merely to count a
statistic;  it  is  to  trace
the  evolution  of  the
modern  per imeter

game.  For  seventeen
seasons, his jump shot
was  a  masterpiece  of
biomechanics  and
rhythm,  a  weapon  of
precision that reshaped
the  way  offense  is
played.  He  didn't  just
shoot  the  ba l l ;  he
painted  with  motion,
and  the  record  books
remain  his  canvas.
Before  Stephen  Curry
launched  the  volume
revolution,  Ray  Allen
was the standard,  the
silky-smooth  guard
who  turned  the  deep
ba l l  in to  a  le tha l ,
graceful  art  form.

THE FOUNDATION:
EARLY YEARS AND

https://web1.enteraskincare.com/


2

2 Ray Allen Career 3 Pointers 2023-10-01

A FLAWLESS FORM

Long before the record
fell,  the  foundation  of
the Ray Allen career
3 pointers  was being
built in the solitude of
gyms  and  driveways.
Allen's shooting stroke
is  often  described  as
"picture-perfect,"  and
for good reason. It was
a  meticulously  crafted
motion,  designed  for
consistency and speed.
From  his  time  at  the
U n i v e r s i t y  o f
Connecticut,  where he
w a s  a l r e a d y  a
dangerous  scorer,  his
mechanics  stood  out.
He  didn't  jump  with
e x t r a o r d i n a r y
elevat ion,  but  h is
re lease  was  h igh,
quick,  and  unvarying.
T h i s  m e c h a n i c a l
consistency  allowed
him to absorb contact
and still deliver the ball
with the same arc and
rotation.

The
Milwauke
e Bucks:
Finding
His
Range
Drafted  fifth  overall  in
1996,  Allen  entered  a
league  that  was  only
b e g i n n i n g  t o
appreciate  the  ful l
value of the three-point
line.  In  Milwaukee,  he
wasn't  just  a  spot-up
shooter;  he  was  the
centerpiece of a young,
exciting  team.  During
h i s  s i x  and  a  ha l f
s e a s o n s  w i t h  t h e
Bucks,  the  Ray Allen
career  3  pointers
count  began  to  climb
w i t h  r e m a r k a b l e
s t e a d i n e s s .  H e
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consistently shot above
40% from deep, a mark
that,  at the time, was
the gold standard for a
volume  shooter.  His
ability  to  shoot  off  the
dribble,  off  screens,
and in transition made
h i m  a  u n i q u e l y
versatile  offensive
t h r e a t .  T h e  p l a y
"Milwaukee Bucks Ray
Allen  three  pointer"
became  a  staple  of
highlight  reels,  often
featuring  him  curling
a round  a  s c reen ,
catching  the  ball  in
rhythm,  and  releasing
a  shot  that  seemed
destined  for  the  net
before it  even left  his
fingertips.

The
Seattle

Supersoni
cs: The
Relentles
s Volume
Allen's  trade  to  the
Seattle  Supersonics  in
2003 was the catalyst
that launched him into
the  record  books.  In
Seattle,  he  was  given
an  even  larger  green
light.  He  became  the
primary scoring option,
and  his  three-point
attempts  skyrocketed.
It  was  here  that  the
narrative  of  the  Ray
A l l e n  c a r e e r  3
pointers  transitioned
from "great shooter" to
"al l - t ime  legend."
Season  after  season,
he  l aunched  over
seven  three-pointers
p e r  g a m e ,  a
remarkable volume for
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the  mid-2000s.  The
2005-2006 season was
a defining moment.  He
set a then-NBA record
with 269 three-pointers
in  a  single  season,
shattering the previous
mark.  This  wasn't  just
about  vo lume;  he
accomplished  this
w h i l e  s h o o t i n g  a
blistering  41.2%  from
deep.
This  period  solidified
his identity. He was no
longer  just  a  star;  he
w a s  t h e  l e a g u e ' s
premier  marksman.
Every game felt like a
potent ia l  record -
breaking  night.  The
"Sonics Ray Allen three
pointer"  became  a
p r e d i c t a b l e  y e t
u n s t o p p a b l e
occurrence.  He  would
run defenders through
a  maze  of  screens,
using  his  intelligence
and  conditioning  to
c rea te  a  s l i ve r  o f
space. That was all he

needed. The ball would
rise,  and  the  arena
would  hold  its  breath,
w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e
inevitable  swish.

THE RECORD:
CHASING A GHOST
AND MAKING
HISTORY

The primary pursuit of
the Ray Allen career
3  pointers  was  the
chase of Reggie Miller's
a l l - t ime  record  of
2,560.  Miller  was  the
spiritual  godfather  of
the  clutch  three-point
shot,  and  dethroning
h i m  w a s  a  r i t e  o f
passage. The race was
a  national  storyline
throughout  the  late
2000s. As Allen closed
in  on  the  mark,  the
spotlight  intensified.
He wasn't just breaking
a  r e c o r d ;  h e  w a s
claiming the throne as
the  greatest  shooter
who  had  ever  lived.
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On February 10, 2011,
as  a  member  of  the
Boston  Celtics,  Ray
Allen  stepped  to  the
corner against the Los
Angeles Lakers. It was
a fitting opponent for a
historic  moment.  He
caught  the  ball,  rose
up,  and  drained  his
2,561st  career  three-
pointer,  surpassing
Miller.  The  moment
was significant not just
for the number, but for
the context. It was the
cu lminat ion  o f  15
seasons  of  relentless
work,  of  thousands  of
hours of practice, of a
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a
single  art  form.  Ray
A l l e n  c a r e e r  3
pointers  had  officially
reached the pinnacle of
t h e  N B A  M o u n t
Rushmore.  He  would
eventually  push  the
record to 2,973 points
from beyond the arc, a
number  that  seemed
untouchable  at  the

time.

THE SIGNATURE
MOMENT: "THE
SHOT" IN 2013

While the total number
of Ray Allen career 3
pointers is staggering,
one  stands  above  all
others  in  terms  of
historical weight. Game
6  o f  the  2013  NBA
Finals. The Miami Heat,
trailing the San Antonio
Spurs  by  three  points
w i t h  s e c o n d s
r e m a i n i n g  i n
regulation.  LeBron
James 's  potent ia l
game-tying  three-
pointer  clanked  off  the
rim. Chris Bosh fought
for  the  offensive
rebound  and,  in  the
chaos,  found  Al len
fading  to  the  corner.
With  h is  back  foot
perilously close to the
sideline,  Allen  caught
the ball, gathered, and
in  one  fluid  motion,
re leased  a  th ree -
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pointer  that  hung  in
the air for an eternity.
It swished through the
net.
Tha t  s i ng le  sho t ,
perhaps more than any
other,  defines  the
legacy  o f  the  Ray
A l l e n  c a r e e r  3
pointers.  It  wasn't
a b o u t  v o l u m e  o r
percentage;  it  was
about  the  per fect
marriage  of  skill  and
pressure.  It  forced  a
Game  7,  which  the
H e a t  w o u l d  w i n ,
secur ing  Al len  h is
s e c o n d  N B A
championship.  This
shot is a masterclass in
footwork, balance, and
mental  fortitude.  It
separated  Allen  from
the  pack  o f  "good
shooters"  and  placed
him  in  an  echelon  of
all-time  winners.  The
"Ray Allen three corner
s h o t "  b e c a m e  a
globally  recognized
i m a g e  o f  c l u t c h

performance.

TECHNIQUE AND
WORK ETHIC: THE
SCIENCE BEHIND
THE SUCCESS

Examining  the  Ray
A l l e n  c a r e e r  3
pointers  requires  an
appreciation  for  the
obsessive  work  that
fueled  it.  Allen  was
famous  for  his  pre-
game  ritual,  arriving
hours  before  tip-off  to
shoot  hundreds  of
three-pointers. He was
a  student  of  his  own
m o t i o n .  I n  t h e
documentary "Rebirth,"
he famously stated,  "I
check  my  form  every
time. If I  have a good
shot, I want to keep it."
He focused on a single,
repeatable motion. His
knees  bent  in  perfect
symmetry.  His  elbow
aligned  with  the  rim.
His wrist snapped with
a  consistent  follow-
through.
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T h i s  t e c h n i c a l
perfection  was  paired
with elite conditioning.
T o  s h o o t  a t  t h a t
v o l u m e  a n d  t h a t
percentage,  a  player's
legs  must  be  fresh.
Allen's  fitness  regimen
was  legendary.  He
maintained  a  lean,
muscular  frame  that
allowed him to play at
a  high  speed  without
fatigue.  He  could  run
off  screens  for  40
minutes  a  night  and
still  have the strength
in  his  legs  to  shoot
f rom  25  feet .  Th is
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
b i o m e c h a n i c a l
efficiency  and  physical
conditioning  is  the
secret  sauce  of  the
Ray  Allen  career  3
pointers record.

COMPARING TO
THE MODERN ERA

Today,  players  like
Stephen  Curry,  James
Harden,  and  Damian

Lillard  have  shattered
the  volume  records
that  Allen  once  held.
Curry is well on his way
to 4,000 career three-
pointers,  a  number
that  dwarfed  Allen's
final  total  of  2,973.
However,  numbers
d o n ' t  e x i s t  i n  a
v a c u u m .  W h e n
analyzing  the  Ray
A l l e n  c a r e e r  3
pointers,  it's  vital  to
consider the era.
A l l e n  p l a y e d  t h e
majority of his prime in
a slower, more physical
l eague  where  the
three-point shot was a
supplement  to  the
offense,  not  the
engine.  He  did  not
have  the  benefit  of
"pace  and  space"
sys tems  tha t  a re
common today. He was
often guarded one-on-
one in isolation sets or
coming  off  a  single
screen. He faced hand-
checking  and  physical



8

8 Ray Allen Career 3 Pointers 2023-10-01

defense that has been
legislated  out  of  the
modern  game.  His
2,973  three-pointers
c a m e  i n  a n
environment  that  was
far less friendly to the
deep ball.

He shot 40% or
better from three
in 10 of his 18
seasons.
He made 40% of
his career
attempts despite
playing 17
seasons in the
pre-analytics era.
He was a 45%
shooter from
deep during his
Boston tenure.

The  efficiency  of  the
Ray  Allen  career  3
po inters  i s  wha t
makes  his  volume  so
impressive.  He  wasn't
just  taking  a  lot  of
shots;  he  was making
them at a rate that was
historically elite for his

era.

LEGACY AND
INFLUENCE

The  impact  of  Ray
A l l e n  c a r e e r  3
pointers  extends
beyond the stat sheets
and into the DNA of the
m o d e r n  N B A .  H e
demonstrated  that  a
p layer  cou ld  be  a
superstar  without
being  a  primary  ball-
handler  or  a  post-up
threat. He proved that
off-ball  movement  and
shooting  could  be  the
foundation of a Hall of
Fame  career.  Every
young  player  today
who  runs  off  a  screen,
catches, and shoots in
rhythm is borrowing a
page  from  the  Ray
Allen  playbook.
H e  c h a n g e d  t h e
geometry of the court.
D e f e n s e s  h a d  t o
respect his range to an
extent  that  was  rare
for his time. A defender
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could  not  sag  off  Ray
Al len.  That  threat
created  driving  lanes
for his teammates and
offensive  rebounds  for
his  big  men.  He  was
gravity  before  gravity
became  a  basketball
analytics  buzzword.
The Ray Allen career
3  pointers  total  is  a
monument,  but  the
rea l  legacy  i s  the
blueprint  he  left  for
how  to  move  without
the  ball  and  how  to
m a s t e r  t h e  m o s t
difficult  shot  in  the
game.

THE NUMBERS IN
PERSPECTIVE

To truly appreciate the
scale  of  Ray  Allen
career  3  pointers,
consider  the  decimal
point.  He  finished  with
exactly  2,973  regular-
season  three-pointers.
This  record  stood  for
10 years before Curry
surpassed  it  in  2021.

A t  the  t ime  o f  h i s
retirement,  he  was
nearly  1,000  three-
pointers  ahead  of  the
next  closest  active
player. The consistency
is staggering. He made
100 three-pointers in a
s e a s o n  f o r  1 8
consecutive  years.  He
scored over 40% of his
total career points from
three-point range.
Fu r the rmore ,  h i s
playoff  totals  are
equally impressive. He
m a d e  3 8 5  t h r e e -
p o i n t e r s  i n  t h e
postseason,  a  record
that  stood  for  years.
The  combination  of
regular-season  volume
and  playoff  clutch
s h o o t i n g  i s  w h a t
separates  him  from
many  great  shooters.
Here  is  a  look  at  his
yearly consistency:

Rookie Season1.
(1996-97): 105
three-pointers
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Prime in2.
Milwaukee:
Averaged 145
three-pointers
per season over
6 years
Peak in Seattle3.
(2005-06): 269
three-pointers
(NBA record at
the time)
Boston Era4.
(2007-2012):
Averaged 175
three-pointers
per season
Miami Heat5.
(2012-2014):
Role player but
still lethal, hitting
the most famous
three in history

This trajectory shows a
p layer  who  never
stopped  improving  or
adapting.  Even  as  he
a g e d  a n d  h i s
athleticism waned,  his
s h o o t i n g  s k i l l s

remained  a  constant.
The Ray Allen career
3  pointers  graph  is
not a bell curve; it is a
plateau  of  sustained
excellence.

CONCLUSION: THE
ETERNAL
STANDARD

In the end, the number
2 , 9 7 3  i s  b o t h  a
c o n c l u s i o n  a n d  a
starting point. The Ray
A l l e n  c a r e e r  3
pointers  record  has
been  broken,  but  the
standard  he  set  for
shooting  form,  work
e th i c ,  and  c lu t ch
performance  remains
untouched. He was the
first  perfect  model  for
a long-range specialist.
H i s  g a m e  w a s  a
testament  to  the idea
that  e legance  and
efficiency  are  not
mutually


