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HOW TO GET OIL OFF CONCRETE: A COMPLETE GUIDE
TO RESTORING YOUR DRIVEWAY

Few sights are more frustrating for a homeowner than a dark, oily
stain spreading across a clean concrete driveway or garage floor.
Whether from a leaking vehicle, a tipped lawnmower, or an
accidental spill during an oil change, these marks can seem
permanent. The porous nature of concrete means that oil quickly
seeps below the surface, making simple wiping ineffective.
Fortunately, learning how to get oil off concrete is a
straightforward process if you use the right techniques and act
promptly. This guide covers everything from immediate cleanup
to tackling stubborn, set-in stains, ensuring your concrete
surfaces look their best.

UNDERSTANDING WHY OIL STAINS CONCRETE

Concrete is naturally porous, containing microscopic gaps and
channels. When oil spills, it acts like water on a sponge—it is
drawn into these pores. If left untreated, the oil binds with the
concrete, oxidizes, and hardens, making removal significantly
more difficult. This is why the approach to removing a fresh spill
differs greatly from treating an old stain. Understanding this
fundamental behavior is the first step in mastering how to get oil
off concrete effectively.

The Importance of Acting
Quickly

Time is your greatest enemy when dealing with oil stains. A fresh
spill that is only minutes old can often be blotted up with minimal
residue. A stain that has been sitting for days or weeks, however,
has penetrated deeper and may require chemical treatments,
pressure washing, or poultices to draw the oil out. The methods
outlined below are tailored to different stages of the staining
process, so identifying the age of the stain is crucial for choosing
the right solution.

ESSENTIAL TOOLS AND MATERIALS FOR OIL REMOVAL

Before diving into the step-by-step process, gather the necessary
supplies. Having everything on hand will make the job faster and
more efficient. Depending on the method you choose, you may
need some or all of the following items:

e Absorbent materials: Kitty litter (non-clumping clay
type), baking soda, cornstarch, or specialized oil-absorbing
pads.

* Cleaning agents: Dish soap (a degreasing formula works
best), trisodium phosphate (TSP), laundry detergent, or
commercial concrete degreaser.

e Tools: Stiff-bristled scrub brush (a deck brush with a long
handle is ideal), a bucket, a hose with a spray nozzle, and a
putty knife or scraper.

* Protective gear: Rubber gloves and safety glasses,
especially when using chemical degreasers or TSP.

e Optional equipment: Pressure washer for deep cleaning

or a commercial concrete cleaner for stubborn stains.

HOW TO GET OIL OFF CONCRETE: FRESH SPILLS
(UNDER 24 HOURS)

A fresh oil spill is the easiest to handle. When the oil is still liquid
and has not yet penetrated deeply, the goal is to absorb as much
of it as possible before it soaks in. Follow these steps immediately
after noticing the spill.

Step 1: Contain and Blot

If the oil is pooled, use rags or paper towels to blot the excess. Do
not rub or wipe, as this spreads the oil and forces it deeper into
the pores. Instead, press down gently and lift the oil away.
Dispose of the used rags according to local regulations, as they
are flammable.

Step 2: Apply an Absorbent
Material

Generously cover the entire stain with an absorbent material.
Kitty litter is a popular and inexpensive choice. Pour a thick layer
(at least half an inch) over the spill, extending slightly beyond the
edges to capture any oil that has spread. Baking soda and
cornstarch also work well. Let the absorbent sit for several
hours—overnight is even better. The material will draw the oil out
of the concrete like a magnet.

Step 3: Sweep and Dispose

Once the absorbent has done its work, sweep it up with a broom
and dustpan. You should notice a significant reduction in the
stain. For any remaining residue, apply a small amount of dish
soap directly to the spot, scrub with a stiff brush, and rinse with
water from a hose.

HOW TO GET OIL OFF CONCRETE: OLD OR SET-IN
STAINS

When a stain has been present for weeks, months, or even years,
a simple absorbent will not be enough. The oil has bonded with
the concrete and requires a more aggressive approach. The
following methods are tested and proven for tackling old, dark
stains.

Method 1: The Degreaser
and Scrub Technique

Concrete degreasers are formulated specifically to break down
petroleum-based products. You can purchase a commercial
degreaser or make a strong DIY solution using laundry detergent
or TSP.

1. Prepare the area: Wet the stained concrete with water.
This prevents the degreaser from evaporating too quickly
and helps it penetrate.

2. Apply the degreaser: Pour the degreaser directly onto
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the stain. Use enough to cover the area completely.

3. Scrub vigorously: Use a stiff-bristled brush to work the
degreaser into the concrete. Apply firm pressure to agitate
the stain and lift the oil from the pores.

4. Let it dwell: Allow the degreaser to sit for 10 to 15
minutes. Some stubborn stains may require a longer dwell
time. Keep the area wet to prevent the product from
drying.

5. Rinse thoroughly: Hose down the area with high-pressure
water. Repeat the process if the stain remains. For tough
stains, a pressure washer can make a significant difference.

Method 2: The Poultice
Approach

A poultice is a paste that is applied to the stain and left to dry. As
the paste dries, it draws the oil out of the concrete and absorbs
it. This is one of the most effective ways to learn how to get oil off
concrete when the stain is deeply embedded.

1. Create the poultice: Mix a powdered absorbent (such as
baking soda, cornstarch, or white powdered clay) with a
liquid cleaning agent (like a degreaser, laundry detergent,
or even mineral spirits) to form a thick paste. The
consistency should be similar to peanut butter.

2. Apply the paste: Spread the paste over the stain in a
layer about a quarter-inch thick. Extend it slightly beyond
the edges of the stain.

3. Cover with plastic: Place a sheet of plastic wrap or a
plastic bag over the poultice. Tape the edges down. This
slows the drying process, allowing the paste more time to
draw out the oil.

4. Wait 24 to 48 hours: Let the poultice dry completely. As
it dries, you will see the oil being pulled into the paste,
often leaving a dark ring on the plastic.

5. Remove and rinse: Scrape off the dried paste with a
putty knife or scraper. Rinse the area with water. If a
shadow of the stain remains, repeat the process.

Method 3: Using Trisodium
Phosphate (TSP)

TSP is a powerful cleaning agent that is excellent for removing oil
stains from concrete. It is available at most hardware stores. Due
to its strength, it requires careful handling.

1. Wear protection: Put on rubber gloves and safety
glasses. TSP can irritate the skin and eyes.

2. Mix the solution: Follow the manufacturer's instructions
to mix TSP with warm water in a bucket. Typically, this is
about half a cup of TSP per gallon of water.

3. Apply and scrub: Pour the solution over the stain and
scrub with a stiff brush. Allow it to sit for 10 to 15 minutes.

4. Rinse well: Rinse the area thoroughly with water. TSP
residue can leave a white film if not completely removed,
so use plenty of water.

5. Neutralize (optional): For best results, rinse the area
with a mixture of vinegar and water to neutralize any
remaining alkaline residue.

ADVANCED TECHNIQUES: PRESSURE WASHING

A pressure washer can be an incredibly effective tool for

removing oil stains, especially when combined with a degreaser.
The high-pressure water blasts the oil out of the pores and
washes it away. When using a pressure washer, use a wide fan
tip (40 degrees or wider) and start at a lower pressure to avoid
etching the concrete surface. Apply a degreaser first, let it dwell,
and then use the pressure washer to rinse. Keep the nozzle
moving to avoid concentrating the water stream in one spot.

PREVENTING FUTURE OIL STAINS ON CONCRETE

Once you have successfully removed the stain, you will likely
want to prevent future spills from becoming permanent
problems. Prevention is far easier than cure. Here are a few
proactive measures you can take.

e Seal your concrete: Applying a high-quality concrete
sealer creates a protective barrier that prevents oil from
penetrating the surface. Sealers are available in
penetrating or film-forming varieties. Reapply every few
years as needed.

e Use drip trays: If you park a vehicle that tends to leak oil,
place a drip tray or an absorbent mat underneath it. This
catches the oil before it ever touches the concrete.

* Keep absorbents handy: Store a bag of kitty litter or a
box of baking soda in your garage. When a spill happens,
you can act immediately.

e Regular cleaning: Periodically sweeping and hosing down
your driveway helps prevent minor oil residue from building
up over time.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

When learning how to get oil off concrete, it is just as important
to know what not to do. Avoid these common pitfalls to prevent
damaging your concrete or making the stain worse.

¢ Using a pressure washer on fresh oil: Blasting a fresh
spill with water only spreads the oil across a larger area,
making the stain bigger.

¢ Using bleach: Bleach is not effective against oil stains. It
is designed to kill mold and mildew, not break down
petroleum products. It can also lighten the concrete
unevenly.

¢ Scrubbing with a wire brush: Steel brushes can scratch
and damage the concrete surface, leaving it rough and
more prone to future staining.

e Rinsing with hot water: While hot water can help
dissolve some degreasers, it is not necessary and can
sometimes set the stain. Cold or warm water is generally
fine.

* Skipping the test patch: Before applying any chemical
cleaner to a large area, test it on a small, inconspicuous
spot. This ensures the product does not discolor or damage
your concrete.

WHEN TO CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Most oil stains can be handled with DIY methods. However, there
are situations where professional help is warranted. If the stain is
extremely large, has been present for many years, or if you have
tried multiple methods without success, a professional concrete
cleaning company may have access to industrial-grade
equipment and specialized chemicals that are not available to
consumers. They can often achieve results that home methods
cannot match.
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CONCLUSI@Nires quick absorption or a set-in mark that needs a degreaser

Oil stains on concrete do not have to be permanent eyesores. By
understanding the nature of the stain and applying the correct
technique, you can effectively restore your driveway, garage
floor, or patio. Whether you are dealing with a fresh spill that

or poultice, the key is patience and the right approach. Learning
how to get oil off concrete empowers you to maintain a clean,
well-cared-for property. With the methods outlined in this guide,
you can tackle even the most stubborn oil stains with confidence
and restore your concrete surfaces to their original condition.



