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INTRODUCTION:
THE TINY TITAN
WITH A BIG
PERSONALITY

If you have ever
encountered a
Yorkshire Terrier, you
already know that this
pint-sized pooch packs
a serious punch.
Beneath that silky,
floor-length coat lies a
confident, curious, and
fiercely loyal
companion. Originally
bred to hunt rats in
19th-century English
textile mills, the Yorkie
has transformed into
one of the world's most
beloved toy breeds.

But before you
welcome one of these
charming little dogs
into your home, there
are several important
factors to consider.
This guide covers
everything you need to
know about Yorkies,
from their spirited
temperament to their
specific care
requirements.

THE RICH HISTORY
OF THE
YORKSHIRE
TERRIER

The Yorkshire Terrier
originated in northern
England during the
Industrial Revolution.
Scottish weavers who
migrated to Yorkshire
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brought terrier-type
dogs with them. These
small but sturdy dogs
were crossbred with
local terriers to create
a dog capable of
hunting rats in mines
and mills. The result
was a fearless, agile,
and tenacious little dog
with a big voice and an
even bigger heart.

By the late 1800s, the
breed had become a
fashionable companion
among Victorian ladies,
who appreciated its
small size and elegant
appearance. The
American Kennel Club
officially recognized
the Yorkshire Terrier in
1885. Today, the
Yorkie consistently
ranks among the most
popular toy breeds in
the United States, and
for good reason.

PHYSICAL
CHARACTERISTICS

AND APPEARANCE

When you look at a
Yorkshire Terrier, the
first thing you notice is
that gorgeous coat.
Adult Yorkies typically
weigh between four
and seven pounds,
with a compact, well-
proportioned body.
Their coat is fine, silky,
and straight, parting
down the middle of the
back. The traditional
coloration is a blue-
and-tan pattern, with
the blue appearing on
the body and the tan
on the head, chest, and
legs.

One common
misconception about
Yorkies is that they are
hypoallergenic. While
no dog is truly
hypoallergenic, Yorkies
do have hair rather
than fur. This means
they shed very little,
which can be a
significant advantage
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for allergy sufferers.
However, that beautiful
hair requires consistent
care.

Size and
Weight
Expectati
ons

There is a lot of
variation within the
breed. Some Yorkies
may weigh as little as
four pounds, while
others can reach seven
or even eight pounds.
It is perfectly normal
for a healthy Yorkie to
fall anywhere within
this range. Beware of
"teacup" or "micro"
Yorkies advertised by
some breeders. These
terms are not
recognized by major
kennel clubs and often
indicate unhealthy

breeding practices
aimed at producing
abnormally small dogs,
which can come with
severe health
complications.

TEMPERAMENT
AND
PERSONALITY:
WHAT TO KNOW
ABOUT YORKIES

If there is one thing to
understand about the
Yorkshire Terrier, it is
that this dog does not

know it is small.
Yorkies are bold,
confident, and often

described as having a
"big dog" attitude in a
tiny package. They are
alert, intelligent, and
endlessly curious. This
makes them excellent
watchdogs; they will
alert you to any
unusual noise or visitor
with a sharp,
distinctive bark.

Yorkies are also



incredibly affectionate
with their families.
They thrive on human
companionship and
prefer to be involved in
everything you do.
Whether you are
cooking dinner,
watching television, or
working from home,
your Yorkie will want to
be right there beside
you. This breed bonds
deeply with its owners
and can become
anxious or destructive
if left alone for long
periods.

Socializat
lon Is
Essential

Because Yorkies can be
wary of strangers and
other animals, early
and consistent
socialization is critical.
Expose your Yorkie

puppy to a variety of
people, places, sounds,
and experiences from a
young age. A well-
socialized Yorkie is
friendly, confident, and
adaptable. A poorly
socialized one may
become fearful or
overly reactive.

TRAINING A
YORKSHIRE
TERRIER

Yorkies are intelligent
dogs, which means
they can learn quickly.
However, they also
have a stubborn
streak. Training a
Yorkie requires
patience, consistency,
and positive
reinforcement. Harsh
corrections or scolding
will only make this
sensitive breed shut
down or become
defiant.

Housebreaking can be
one of the most
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challenging aspects of
raising a Yorkie. Their

small bladders and
independent nature
can make potty

training a slow process.
Crate training is highly
recommended, as it
provides a safe space
for your dog and aids
in  housebreaking.
Consistency with
schedules and plenty
of praise for successful
outdoor elimination will
eventually yield
results.

Mental
Stimulati
on
Matters

Do not underestimate
this breed's need for
mental exercise.
Yorkies are sharp and
can become bored

easily. Puzzle toys,
interactive games, and
short training sessions
help keep their minds
engaged. A bored
Yorkie may resort to
excessive Dbarking,
chewing, or digging.

HEALTH AND
LIFESPAN

With proper care, a
Yorkshire Terrier can
live anywhere from 12
to 15 years, and many
live even longer.
However, like all
purebred dogs, Yorkies
are prone to certain
health conditions.
Being aware of these
issues is an essential
part of what to know
about Yorkies before
bringing one home.

Common



Health
Concerns

e Dental
Disease: Yorkies
are prone to
dental problems
because their
small mouths
can cause teeth
to crowd.
Regular brushing
and professional
cleanings are
necessary.

e Tracheal
Collapse: This is
a condition
where the
trachea weakens
and narrows,
causing a
honking cough.
Using a harness
instead of a
collar can help
prevent this.

¢ Luxating
Patella: This
occurs when the

kneecap slips out
of place. It can
range from mild
to severe and
may require
surgical
correction.
Portosystemic
Shunt: This is a
liver condition
that can affect
Yorkies.
Symptoms
include poor
growth, lethargy,
and neurological
issues.
Hypoglycemia:
Small breeds,
especially
puppies, are
susceptible to
low blood sugar.
Signs include
weakness,
confusion, and
tremors.
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Preventiv

e Care Is

Key

Regular veterinary
check-ups, a high-
quality diet, and

appropriate exercise
go a long way toward
keeping your Yorkie
healthy. Working with
a reputable breeder
who screens for
genetic conditions is
also essential.

GROOMING NEEDS:
THE HIGH-
MAINTENANCE
COAT

Let's be honest: that
gorgeous coat does not
maintain itself. Yorkies
require daily brushing
to prevent mats and
tangles. If you keep
your Yorkie's coat long,
you will need to

commit to a thorough
brushing routine. Many
owners opt for a
"puppy cut" or shorter
trim, which
significantly  reduces
grooming time while
still looking adorable.

In addition to brushing,
your Yorkie will need
regular baths, nail
trims, ear cleaning,
and dental care.
Professional grooming
every four to six weeks
is common for this
breed. The hair on the
top of the head is often
tied up in a small bow
or band to keep it out
of the eyes. This is not
just a fashion
statement; it serves a
practical purpose for
vision and hygiene.

DIET AND
NUTRITION

Because of their small
size, Yorkies have fast
metabolisms and can
be prone to obesity if



overfed. Feed your
Yorkie a high-quality
diet formulated for
small breeds. Portion
control is crucial. Many
Yorkies are picky
eaters, so you may
need to experiment
with different protein
sources or food
textures.

It is also important to
avoid feeding table
scraps, as Yorkies can
develop pancreatitis
from fatty foods.
Always provide fresh
water, and consider
dividing their daily food
into three or four small
meals to help maintain
stable blood sugar
levels.

playtime, is usually
sufficient. They enjoy
games of fetch,
exploring the yard, and
learning new tricks.
However, they are also
perfectly content to
curl up on your lap for
a nap.

Because they are so
small, Yorkies can get
adequate exercise
indoors, making them
excellent candidates
for apartment living.
Always supervise
outdoor time, as their
small size makes them
vulnerable to
predators, including
larger dogs and birds
of prey.

IS A YORKSHIRE

EXERCISE TERRIER RIGHT
REQUIREMENTS FOR YOU?
Despite their small Yorkies make

legs, Yorkies have
moderate energy
levels. A couple of
short walks per day,
along with indoor

wonderful companions
for the right owner.
They thrive in homes
where someone is
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home most of the time.
They are well-suited for
singles, seniors, and
families with older
children who
understand how to
handle a small dog
gently. Yorkies
generally get along
with other pets if
properly socialized, but
they can be territorial.

If you travel frequently,
work long hours, or
have a very busy
lifestyle, a Yorkie may
not be the best fit. This
breed bonds closely
with its people and
does not do well with
extended periods of

isolation. Separation
anxiety is a real
concern.

The
Financial

Commitm
ent

Owning a Yorkie comes
with ongoing costs.
High-quality food,
regular grooming,
veterinary care, and
pet supplies add up.
Grooming alone can
cost several hundred
dollars per year. Before
bringing a Yorkie
home, ensure your
budget can
accommodate these
expenses.

CONCLUSION

The Yorkshire Terrier is
far more than a fashion
accessory or a lapdog.
This breed is
intelligent, spirited,
and deeply devoted to
its family. With proper
training, socialization,
and care, a Yorkie will
reward you with years
of love, laughter, and
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loyal companionship.
Understanding what to
know about Yorkies
before committing to
the breed ensures that
you are fully prepared
for the joys and
responsibilities  of
sharing your life with

one of these
remarkable little dogs.
If you are ready for a
tiny dog with an
enormous heart, the
Yorkie might just be
the perfect match for
you.
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