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BRING THE MAGIC
OF A CATHEDRAL
WINDOW HOME: A
GUIDE TO
CHRISTMAS
TISSUE PAPER
STAINED GLASS
WINDOW
TEMPLATES

The holidays are a time
w h e n  e v e n  t h e
simplest  craft  can fill  a
home with warmth and
wonder.  One  of  the
most beloved ways to
capture  that  festive
glow is by transforming

your  windows  into
shimmering  works  of
art.  You  don't  need
expensive materials or
y e a r s  o f  a r t i s t i c
training to achieve the
look of a centuries-old
stained  glass  window.
All you need are a few
sheets  o f  co lor fu l
tissue  paper,  a  sharp
pair of scissors, and a
set  o f  Chr istmas
T i s s u e  P a p e r
S t a i n e d  G l a s s
Window  Templates.
T h i s  s i m p l e  y e t
stunning  craft  has
become  a  ho l iday
tradition  for  families,
teachers,  and  crafters
of  all  ages.  It  offers  a
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b r i l l i a n t  w a y  t o
decorate  your  home,
engage  children  in  a
hands-on  activity,  and
celebrate  the  season
with  light  and  color.

WHAT ARE
CHRISTMAS
TISSUE PAPER
STAINED GLASS
WINDOW
TEMPLATES?

At  their  core,  these
templates are printable
or hand-drawn patterns
designed to guide you
in  creat ing  a  faux
stained  glass  effect
using tissue paper. The
temp la te  usua l l y
consists  of  a  black  or
dark-colored outline of
a  classic  Christmas
motif—like a Christmas
tree,  snowflake,  star,
or  nativity  scene.  The
spaces  ins ide  the
outline  are  then  filled
with torn or cut pieces
of  brightly  colored

tissue  paper.  When
he ld  up  aga ins t  a
window,  the  sunlight
streams  through  the
tissue paper, creating a
beautiful ,  glowing
effect  that  mimics  the
look  of  real  stained
glass. The dark outline
acts as the "lead" that
separates the panels of
c o l o r ,  g i v i n g  t h e
finished  piece  an
authentic,  artisan  feel.
These templates make
the  process  incredibly
accessible.  Instead  of
trying to draw a perfect
Christmas  tree  or  a
symmetrical  snowflake
from scratch,  you can
simply print a template
and get straight to the
creative part: choosing
y o u r  c o l o r s  a n d
layering  the  tissue
paper.  Whether you're
crafting  with  toddlers
or  hosting  a  holiday
party for adults, these
templates  ensure  a
satisfying  result  every
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time.

Materials
You’ll
Need
Befo re  you  s ta r t ,
gather  the  following
suppl ies.  Most  are
inexpensive  and  easy
to  find  at  craft  stores
or  online.

A printed
template – on
regular printer
paper or
cardstock.
Colored tissue
paper – in
holiday hues like
red, green, gold,
white, and blue.
Black or dark
construction
paper – or you
can use the
template itself as
the outline if
printed on dark

paper.
Clear contact
paper or school
glue – contact
paper is easier
for young
children; glue
works well for
older kids and
adults.
Scissors –
regular and small
detail scissors if
needed.
A window or
clear surface –
to display your
finished
masterpiece.

THE MANY
BENEFITS OF
USING TEMPLATES
FOR THIS CRAFT

W h y  d o  s o  m a n y
c r a f t e r s  t u r n  t o
Christmas  Tissue
Paper Stained Glass
Window  Templates
year  after  year?  The
reasons  are  as  bright
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as  the  tissue  paper
itself.
1.  Designed  for  All
Skill Levels:  Whether
you’re  a  seasoned
c r a f t e r  o r  a  b u s y
parent with little ones,
templates  eliminate
the  intimidation  of
drawing.  They provide
a  clear,  professional
outline that ensures a
beautiful  result,  even
for beginners.
2.  Mess-Free  and
Mindful: Unlike paints
or glitter, tissue paper
is relatively mess-free.
You  can  even  tear  it
with your hands, which
is  a  fantastic  fine
motor  skill  activity  for
preschoolers.  The
process is soothing and
meditative, making it a
great  way  to  unwind
after a busy day.
3 .  E n d l e s s
C u s t o m i z a t i o n :
Templates  are  just  a
starting point. You can

experiment  with  color
combinations,  layering
different  shades  to
create  new  hues,  or
even  mixing  metallic
t i ssue  paper  for  a
touch  of  glamour.  No
two finished pieces will
ever  be  exactly  the
same.
4. Teaches Light and
Color:  For  children,
this craft is a wonderful
hands-on lesson in how
light  interacts  with
color.  When  the  sun
shines through red and
yellow  tissue  paper,
they see orange. It’s a
playful  introduction  to
the science of light and
the art of stained glass.
5.  Budget-Friendly
Holiday  Decor:  With
just a few dollars worth
of  supplies,  you  can
decorate every window
in  your  home.  These
paper  creations  are
also  easy  to  remove
and  store  for  reuse
next  year.
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POPULAR
CHRISTMAS
DESIGNS YOU CAN
MAKE

T h e  b e a u t y  o f
Christmas  Tissue
Paper Stained Glass
Window Templates is
the  sheer  variety  of
designs available. Here
are some of the most
popular  themes  that
capture the spirit of the
season.

Christmas
Trees: A classic
choice. You can
make a simple
triangular tree or
a more intricate
one with
ornaments and a
star on top.
Layer green
tissue paper in
different shades
for a realistic
effect.
Snowflakes:
Perfect for a

wintery, non-
religious display.
Use blue, white,
and silver tissue
paper. The
intricate lines of
a snowflake
template really
shine when
backlit.
Nativity
Scenes: For a
more traditional
and meaningful
decoration,
nativity
templates often
feature
silhouettes of
Mary, Joseph,
and baby Jesus.
Soft yellows,
blues, and rich
burgundies work
beautifully.
Stars and
Angels: Large
star templates
are wonderful for
a bright focal
point. Angels
with flowing
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robes can be
filled with soft
pastels or gold
tones.
Santa Claus
and Reindeer:
Fun and
whimsical, these
templates are
especially
popular with
children. Use
bright reds,
blacks, and
browns to bring
St. Nick and
Rudolph to life.
Holly, Wreaths,
and Bells:
Smaller
templates are
great for filling
gaps around
larger designs or
for decorating a
front door
window.

You can find thousands
o f  f r e e  a n d  p a i d
templates  onl ine.
Websites like Pinterest,
Etsy, and various craft

blogs offer hundreds of
options,  from  simple
shapes for  toddlers to
h i g h l y  d e t a i l e d
patterns  for  advanced
crafters.

HOW TO MAKE
YOUR OWN
STAINED GLASS
WINDOW CRAFT:
STEP-BY-STEP

Ready  to  c rea te?
Fol low  this  s imple
g u i d e  t o  t u r n  a
template into a glowing
window decoration.

Step 1:
Gather
Your
Supplies
Pr int  your  chosen
Christmas  Tissue
Paper Stained Glass
Window Template.  If
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the template is a black
outline on white paper,
you may want to trace
i t  o n t o  b l a c k
construction  paper  for
a  more  au then t i c
" l e a d "  l o o k .
Alternatively,  you  can
print  directly  onto
black cardstock if your
printer allows.

Step 2:
Prepare
the
Tissue
Paper
Cut or tear your tissue
p a p e r  i n t o  s m a l l
squares  or  irregular
pieces. You don’t need
to be precise — in fact,
slightly  jagged  edges
o f t e n  a d d  t o  t h e
stained  glass  texture.
Sort the pieces by color

for easy access.

Step 3:
Apply the
Tissue
Paper
There  are  two  main
methods:

Contact Paper
Method: Cut a
piece of clear
contact paper
slightly larger
than your
template. Peel
off the backing
and place it
sticky side up.
Carefully press
your template
(with the outline
facing you) onto
the contact
paper. Then, fill
each section with
tissue paper
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pieces, pressing
them down onto
the sticky
surface. When
finished, cover
with another
piece of contact
paper to seal it.
Glue Method: If
you’re using a
pre-cut template
on black paper,
simply apply a
thin layer of
school glue to
the back of the
paper (over the
open spaces).
Press tissue
paper onto the
glue. Let it dry
completely
before trimming
any excess paper
around the
edges.

Step 4:

Trim and
Display
Once  all  sections  are
filled  and  the  glue  is
dry  (or  the  contact
paper  is  sealed),  trim
t h e  e d g e s  o f  t h e
project  so  it  fits  neatly
in your window frame.
Tape it  directly to the
glass using clear  tape
or  double-sided  tape.
For  a  more  polished
look,  you  can  even
frame  it  with  a  thin
strip of black paper.

TIPS FOR THE
BEST RESULTS

T o  m a k e  y o u r
Christmas  Tissue
Paper Stained Glass
Window  Templates
truly shine, keep these
tips in mind.

Use bright,
saturated
colors. Deep
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reds, emerald
greens, and royal
blues look
fantastic when
backlit. Pale
pastels may
wash out.
Layer tissue
paper. Placing
two different
colors on top of
each other
creates a new
shade. For
example, yellow
over blue makes
green. This adds
depth and
complexity.
Don't forget
the black
outline. The
dark border is
what gives the
craft its stained
glass
appearance.
Make sure it's
thick enough to
be visible from a
distance.
Consider the

light source.
Place your craft
on a window that
gets direct
sunlight for the
best effect. If you
don’t have a
bright window,
you can also
shine a flashlight
from behind.
Avoid over-
crinkling. While
some texture is
nice, heavily
wrinkled tissue
paper can look
messy. Smooth
pieces gently
with your fingers
as you apply
them.

VARIATIONS AND
ADVANCED IDEAS
FOR EXPERIENCED
CRAFTERS

Once you’ve mastered
the  basic  technique,
try  these  creat ive
variations to take your
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window art to the next
level.

Add glitter or
cellophane: For
extra sparkle,
sprinkle fine
glitter over the
glue before
adding the tissue
paper, or use
clear cellophane
for a glossy
effect.
Create a 3D
effect: Use
multiple layers of
tissue paper and
black outlines to
create a
foreground and
background. For
instance, place a
snowman closer
to the glass and
a tree behind it.
Make a whole
scene: Combine
several smaller
templates to
cover an entire
window with a
holiday

panorama, such
as a winter
village or a
stable with
animals.
Use it for
classroom
decorations or
holiday parties:
Set up a crafting
station where
each child can fill
a template.
Then, combine
all the pieces to
create a giant
classroom
window display.

WHERE TO FIND
FREE PRINTABLE
TEMPLATES

Looking for high-quality
templates?  Start  your
search  online.  Many
craft  bloggers  and
educational  websites
offer  free
downloadable  PDFs.
Pinterest is  a treasure
trove  of  ideas—simply
search for "Christmas
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T i s s u e  P a p e r
S t a i n e d  G l a s s
Window  Templates"
and  you’ll  find
h u n d r e d s  o f  p i n s
l i n k i n g  t o  f r e e
resources.  Etsy  also
has  many  affordable,
unique  designs  for  a
few  dollars.  You  can
also  create  your  own
templates  by  drawing
simple shapes on black
paper and cutting them
out with a sharp craft
knife.

CONCLUSION

Christmas  Tissue
Paper Stained Glass
Window  Templates
offer  a  delightful  way

to brighten your home
during  the  darkest
days  of  winter.  This
t i m e l e s s  c r a f t
combines  the  joy  of
making something with
your  own  hands  with
the  simple  beauty  of
colored  light  filtering
through  a  window.
W h e t h e r  y o u ’ r e
creating  a  glowing
na t i v i t y  s cene ,  a
cheerful  snowman,  or
an  elegant  snowflake,
t h e  p r o c e s s  i s  a s
reward ing  a s  t he
result.  So gather  your
s u p p l i e s ,  p r i n t  a
template,  and  let  the
holiday  spirit  shine
through your windows.
It’s a small act


