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There are few songs
that capture the
whimsy, hope, and
gentle melancholy of
life quite like "Rainbow
Connection." Originally
performed by Kermit
the Frog in The Muppet
Movie, this timeless
classic has become a
staple for musicians of
all ages. Its simple,
lilting melody and
heartwarming lyrics
make it a perfect
choice for beginner

ukulele players. If you
have been searching
for Rainbow
Connection ukulele
chords easy enough
to play along with
friends or to serenade
yourself on a quiet
evening, you have
come to the right
place. This guide will
walk you through
everything you need,
from the basic chords
to strumming patterns,
SO you can bring the
magic of this song to
life.

Why This
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Song Is

The emotional depth of

the song also provides
motivation, as you will

Pe rfectuickly feel rewarded

for

when you play it
correctly. It is a song
that sounds beautiful
even when played with

Beginrj]letrthree or four

chords, which is

U ku |e | Eecisely what makes it

Players

The ukulele is often
celebrated as one of
the easiest instruments
to learn, and "Rainbow
Connection" is an ideal
song for honing your
skills. The chord
progression is gentle
and repetitive, giving
you plenty of time to
switch between shapes
without feeling rushed.
Moreover, the song's
tempo is slow and
expressive, allowing
you to focus on your
finger placement and
strumming technique.

SO accessible for
beginners.

ESSENTIAL
UKULELE CHORDS
FOR RAINBOW
CONNECTION

Before you dive into
playing the full song, it
is helpful to familiarize
yourself with the core
chords. For the easiest
version of "Rainbow
Connection," you will
primarily need four
chords. These are
some of the first
chords most ukulele
players learn, so you
might already know
them. Let us break
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them down one by one.

1. C
Major (C)

The C major chord is
often the very first
chord a ukulele player
learns. To play it,
simply place your ring
finger on the third fret
of the bottom string (A
string). Let the other
strings ring open. This
chord provides a
bright, happy
foundation for the
song. It is the starting
point for the entire
progression.

2. G
Major (G)

The G major chord can
be a little trickier for
beginners, but it is
essential for this song.
There are a couple of

ways to play it, but the
easiest version for
"Rainbow Connection"
is to use your index
finger on the second
fret of the third string
(C string), your ring
finger on the third fret
of the second string (E
string), and vyour
middle finger on the
second fret of the top
string (A string).
Alternatively, you can
use a three-finger G
with your index on the
second fret of the C
string and your middle
and ring fingers on the
third fret of the E and A
strings. Practice
transitioning smoothly
from C to G, as this
shift appears many
times in the song.

3. F Major



(F)

The F major chord is
wonderfully simple on
the ukulele. Place your
index finger on the first
fret of the second
string (E string) and
your middle finger on
the second fret of the
top string (A string).
Let the other two
strings ring open. This
chord adds a touch of
tenderness and
emotional depth to the
verses.

4. G7
(G7)

The G7 chord is a slight
variation of the G
major chord. It adds a

bluesy, slightly
unresolved feel that
resolves beautifully

back to C. To play G7,
simply place your
index finger on the first

fret of the third string
(C string), your middle
finger on the second
fret of the second
string (E string), and
your ring finger on the
second fret of the top
string (A string). This is
often easier for some
beginners than the full
G major chord, and it
sounds fantastic in this
song.

Chord
Chart
Summary
for
Beginner
S

e C Major: Ring
finger on the
third fret of the A
string.

4 Rainbow Connection Ukulele

2024-11-10

Chords Easy



Rainbow Connection Ukulele Chords Easy 5

e F Major: Index
finger on the first
fret of the E
string and middle
finger on the
second fret of
the A string.

e G Major: Index
on second fret of
C string, middle
on second fret of
A string, ring on
third fret of E
string.

e G7: Index on first
fret of C string,
middle on
second fret of E
string, ring on
second fret of A
string.

THE EASY CHORD
PROGRESSION FOR
RAINBOW
CONNECTION

Now that you know the
chords, let us look at
the simplest way to put
them together. The
original song is in the

key of C, and the
progression flows in a
very natural, circular
pattern. The most
common Rainbow
Connection ukulele
chords easy
progression for the
verse is:

C-G-Am-F-C-G7
-C

Wait, we mentioned
Am? Do not worry. The
A minor (Am) chord is
incredibly easy. To play
Am, simply place your
middle finger on the
second fret of the top
string (A string). That is
it. All other strings ring
open. It adds a
beautiful, sadder color
to the song before
returning to the
hopeful C major. If you
want to keep it even
simpler, you can
sometimes substitute
Am with a C, but the
Am adds so much
character. For the
absolute easiest



version, you can stick
to C, F, G, and G7, but
learning Am will make
your playing sound
much more authentic.

How to
Strum the
Song

Strumming "Rainbow
Connection" should
feel gentle and flowing.
A simple down-up-
down-up pattern
played steadily works
wonderfully. However,
because the song is
slow and expressive,
you can also use a
pattern of four down
strums per chord. As
you get more
comfortable, try a
pattern like:

Down, Down-Up, Up-
Down-Up

This is a classic folk
strum that gives the

song a gentle lilt.
Practice this pattern
slowly on just the C
chord before applying
it to the whole
progression. Focus on
making each strum

sound clear and
avoiding rushed
transitions.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE TO PLAYING
THE SONG

Let us walk through the
first verse of the song.
The chord changes
happen on specific
words. Here is a simple
breakdown:

Line 1: "Why are there
S0 many songs about
rainbows?"

Play: C (Why are there)
F (so many) C (songs
about) F (rainbows?)

Line 2: "And what's on
the other side?"

Play: C (And what's)
G7 (on the) C (other
side?)
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You can see that the
chords change
relatively slowly. Do
not rush. Hold the
chord for two to four
strums before
switching. The key is to
make the transition
between C and F and
C and G7 smooth.
Practice going back
and forth between
these pairs until your
fingers feel natural.

Tips for
Smooth
Transition
S

o Keep your
fingers close to
the strings:
Avoid lifting all
your fingers high
off the fretboard.
Slide them from
one shape to the

next.

e Practice the
pivot finger:
When moving
from C to F, your
ring finger lifts
off, and your
index and middle
fingers come
down. Try to
keep your hand
position steady.

e Use a
metronome:
Set a slow beat
(60-70 BPM) and
play one strum
per beat as you
change chords.
This builds
muscle memory
without the
pressure of
tempo.

ADDING EMOTION
AND DYNAMICS TO
YOUR PLAYING

One of the most
beautiful aspects of
"Rainbow Connection"
is its emotional depth.



Once you have the
basic chords and
strumming down, you
can start to make the
song your own. Since
this is a ballad, try
playing with dynamic
volume. Strum softly
during the verses, and
slightly louder during
the chorus (if you
choose to play it). You
can also experiment
with fingerpicking or

arpeggios, which
means plucking the
strings individually

rather than strumming
them all at once.

A Simple
Fingerpic
King
Pattern

for
Beginner
S

If you want to try
something more
delicate, try this easy
pattern: pluck the third
string (C string) with
your thumb, then the
second string (E string)
with your index finger,
then the first string (A
string) with your
middle finger. Repeat
this on each chord.
This pattern creates a
gentle, harp-like sound
that is perfect for a
lullaby version of this
song.

COMMON
MISTAKES
BEGINNERS MAKE
AND HOW TO
AVOID THEM

Even with an easy
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song, there are a few
pitfalls to watch out
for. One common
mistake is gripping
the neck of the
ukulele too tightly.
This causes your
fingers to tire quickly
and makes chord
changes sluggish.
Relax your hand. Your
thumb should rest
lightly on the back of
the neck. Another
mistake is muting
strings with the side
of your finger. Ensure

your fingertips are
pressing down
vertically on the

strings, not touching
adjacent strings.

Lastly, do not ignore
the importance of
tuning. A ukulele that
is out of tune will make
even the perfect
Rainbow Connection
ukulele chords easy
progression sound
sour. Always tune your
instrument before you

start practicing. You
can use a clip-on tuner
or a free tuning app.
The standard tuning for
a ukulele is G-C-E-A.

WHY RAINBOW
CONNECTION
RESONATES WITH
PLAYERS AND
LISTENERS

Beyond the chords and
strumming patterns,
this song holds a
special place in popular
culture. It is a song
about searching for
wonder and meaning in
a world that can
sometimes seem
confusing. Playing it on
the wukulele, an
instrument  often
associated with joy and
simplicity, creates a
beautiful contrast. The
gentle sound of the
ukulele perfectly
complements the
wistful lyrics. This is
why so many people
search for an easy



Rainbow Connection
ukulele chords
tutorial. They want to
connect with that
sense of hope and
nostalgia.

Learning this song is
more than just
memorizing finger
positions. It is about
capturing a feeling.
When you play it for
friends or family, you
are sharing a piece of
that gentle magic. The
song has been covered
by countless artists,
from Willie Nelson to
Sarah McLachlan, each
bringing their own
interpretation. As a
beginner, you have the
opportunity to bring
your own unigue voice
to it as well.

EXPANDING YOUR

10

mastered this song,
you will find that the
chords you learned
open up a world of
other songs. The C- G -
Am - F progression is
one of the most
common in all of
popular music. Songs
like "Let It Be" by The
Beatles, "No Woman
No Cry" by Bob Marley,
and "Someone Like
You" by Adele use
similar progressions.
By learning Rainbow
Connection ukulele
chords easy versions,
you have essentially
unlocked a toolkit for
hundreds of other
songs. It is a fantastic
stepping stone for any
beginner.

Recomm

REPERTOIRE

AFTER RAINBOW endEd
CONNECTION

Once you have
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Next

Songs for

Practice

e "Somewhere
Over the
Rainbow" (Israel
Kamakawiwo'ole)
- Uses C, G, Am,
F.

"Riptide" by
Vance Joy - A
modern classic
with simple
chords.

“I'm Yours" by
Jason Mraz -
Perfect for
practicing fast
chord changes.

FINAL TIPS FOR
PRACTICE
SESSIONS

far more effective than
practicing for an hour
once a week. Start
each session by tuning
your ukulele and then
warming up with the
four chords. Play each
chord four times (down
strums) before moving
to the next. Slowly
increase your speed as
your fingers become
more comfortable.

Also, consider playing
along with the original
recording. This will
help you internalize the
timing and phrasing.
Do not worry if you
cannot keep up at first.
Pause the song,
practice the tricky
section, and then try
again. The journey of
learning is just as
rewarding as the
destination.

Consistency is more
important than length.
Practicing for ten
minutes every day is
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CONCLUSION

"Rainbow Connection"
is more than just a
song; it is a gentle



invitation to dream and
explore. With just a few
basic chords—C, F, G,
G7, and Am—and a
simple strumming
pattern, you can bring
this beloved classic to
life on your ukulele.
The Rainbow
Connection ukulele
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chords easy approach
we have covered
ensures that even
absolute beginners can
experience the joy of
playing a complete,
beautiful song. So pick
up your ukulele, tune
those strings, and let
the music carry
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