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UNLOCKING THE
WORLD OF
NONFICTION: A
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EDITION 4

In  today’s  fast-paced
digital world, getting a
fourth  grader  excited
about reading can feel
l i k e  a  c h a l l e n g e .
However,  the  right
resource can make all
the  difference.
Scho las t i c  Sn  4
E d i t i o n  4  i s  a
c l a s s r o o m - t e s t e d ,
nonfiction  literacy
resource  designed
specifically for Grade 4
students. This program

goes far beyond simple
reading practice; it is a
comprehensive  tool
that  builds  crit ical
thinking,  vocabulary,
a n d  a  d e e p
understanding  of  the
world.  For  educators
and parents looking to
f o s t e r  a  l o v e  o f
informational text, this
edition  offers  a
s t r u c t u r e d  y e t
engaging  pathway  to
literacy  success.  But
what  exactly  makes
this version stand out,
and  how  can  it  benefit
young  learners?  Let's
e x p l o r e  t h e  k e y
components that make
Scho las t i c  Sn  4
Edition 4 a must-have
in  any  fourth-grade
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curriculum.

WHAT IS
SCHOLASTIC SN 4
EDITION 4?

Scho las t i c  Sn  4
Edition 4 refers to the
latest  i terat ion  of
Scholastic’s  popular
nonfiction  magazine
s e r i e s ,  o f t e n
r e c o g n i z e d  a s
Scholastic  News  for
Grade  4 .  "SN"  i s  a
common  abbreviation
used by educators and
in catalog listings. This
edition  is  carefully
curated  to  align  with
state  and  national
standards  for  literacy,
social  studies,  and
science.  Each  issue
delivers  a  blend  of
current events, science
discoveries,  history,
and  social  studies
topics, all written at an
appropriate  reading
level  for  eight-  and
nine-year-olds.

T h e  " E d i t i o n  4 "
designation  signifies
u p d a t e s  a n d
refinements  based  on
educational  research
and teacher  feedback.
It  includes  refreshed
content,  enhanced
digital  components,
and  improved  support
for  diverse  learners.
This  is  not  merely  a
r e p r i n t ;  i t  i s  a
thoughtfully  evolved
r e s o u r c e  t h a t
addresses  the  specific
challenges of teaching
nonfiction
comprehension  in  the
modern classroom.

Why
Nonfictio
n Matters
in Fourth



Scholastic Sn 4 Edition 4 3

3

Grade
Fou r th  g rade  i s  a
pivotal year for reading
development. Students
a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o
t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m
"learning  to  read"  to
"reading to learn." This
shift  places  a  heavy
e m p h a s i s  o n
informational  text.
Scho las t i c  Sn  4
Edition  4  meets  this
need  by  providing
high-interest  articles
t h a t  a r e  b o t h
c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d
a c c e s s i b l e .  B y
engaging  with  real-
world  topics—from
animal  adaptations  to
h i s t o r i c a l
events—students  build
background knowledge
that  is  essential  for
l a t e r  a c a d e m i c
success.  The  program
targets key skills such
as  identifying  main
ideas, determining text

structure,  and  using
text  features  l i ke
captions,  maps,  and
diagrams.

CORE FEATURES
OF SCHOLASTIC SN
4 EDITION 4

What  sets  this  edition
a p a r t  f r o m  o t h e r
reading materials? The
design  phi losophy
behind Scholastic Sn
4 Edition 4 focuses on
engagement, rigor, and
ease of  use.  Here are
the  standout  features
that  teachers  and
students can expect.

Engaging,
Age-
Appropria
te
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Content
E a c h  i s s u e  o f
Scho las t i c  Sn  4
Edit ion  4  i s  bu i l t
around  topics  that
resonate  with  fourth
graders.  Articles cover
a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f
subjects, including:

Science: Space
exploration,
weather
phenomena,
animal behavior,
and
environmental
conservation.
Social Studies:
U.S. history,
world cultures,
geography, and
government.
Current Events:
News stories
adapted for
young readers,
encouraging civic
awareness.
Health and
Well-being:

Nutrition,
physical activity,
and social-
emotional
learning.

The  writing  is  lively
and  avoids  the  dry,
textbook-like tone that
often  turns  students
away  from  nonfiction.
P h o t o g r a p h s ,
in fographics ,  and
vibrant  layouts  make
each  page  visually
appealing.

Built-In
Skill
Develop
ment
E v e r y  a r t i c l e  i n
Scho las t i c  Sn  4
E d i t i o n  4  i s  a n
opportunity  for  skill
growth.  The  program
includes:
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Vocabulary1.
Support: Bolded
vocabulary words
with student-
friendly
definitions are
embedded in the
text. This helps
students build
academic
language without
interrupting the
flow of reading.
Comprehension2.
Questions: Each
article is followed
by questions that
test literal
understanding,
inferential
thinking, and
critical analysis.
Text Feature3.
Analysis:
Students learn to
use headings,
sidebars,
timelines, and
graphs to locate
information
quickly.
Writing4.

Prompts:
Opinion pieces,
compare-and-
contrast essays,
and research-
based writing
tasks are tied
directly to the
content.

Differenti
ation for
All
Learners
One  of  the  strongest
assets  of  Scholastic
Sn 4 Edition 4  is  its
a b i l i t y  t o  m e e t
students  where  they
are .  The  p rogram
offers multiple levels of
text  complexity  within
t h e  s a m e  t o p i c .
Struggling readers can
access  a  lower-lexile
version  of  the  article,
w h i l e  a d v a n c e d



6

6 Scholastic Sn 4 Edition 4 2024-09-02

readers can tackle the
full  text.  Additionally,
audio  read-alouds
s u p p o r t  E n g l i s h
Language Learners and
students  with  reading
difficulties.  This
ensures  that  every
child in  the classroom
can  participate  in  the
same  discussion  and
learn  the  same  core
content.

DIGITAL
COMPONENTS AND
ONLINE
INTEGRATION

I n  t h e  m o d e r n
classroom,  a  pr int
resource  alone  is  no
l o n g e r  e n o u g h .
Scho las t i c  Sn  4
Edition 4  comes with
a  r o b u s t  d i g i t a l
platform that enhances
t h e  l e a r n i n g
experience.  Teachers
receive  access  to  an
onl ine  porta l  that
includes:

Digital
Editions:
Projectable
versions of the
magazine for
whole-class
instruction.
Interactive
Quizzes: Self-
grading
assessments that
provide instant
data on student
comprehension.
Videos and
Slideshows:
Multimedia
content that
brings topics to
life.
Lesson Plans:
Ready-to-use,
standards-
aligned teaching
guides that
reduce prep
time.

The  digital  tools  are
designed to be intuitive
for  both  teachers  and
students.  Whether
using a smartboard or



Scholastic Sn 4 Edition 4 7

7

individual  tablets,  the
platform makes it easy
t o  n a v i g a t e  a n d
engage.

How the
Digital
Platform
Supports
Remote
Learning
The  flexibility  of
Scho las t i c  Sn  4
E d i t i o n  4  w a s
particularly  valuable
dur ing  per iods  o f
hyb r i d  o r  r emote
instruction.  The  online
p l a t f o r m  a l l o w s
teachers  to  assign
articles  and  activities
directly  to  students.
Students  can  read,
watch  videos,  and

complete quizzes from
home.  Teachers  can
track  progress  and
prov ide  ta rge ted
f e e d b a c k .  T h i s
seamless  integration
between  pr int  and
digital  ensures  that
learning  never  stops,
regard less  o f  the
setting.

HOW TEACHERS
CAN USE
SCHOLASTIC SN 4
EDITION 4 IN THE
CLASSROOM

Experienced  educators
know that a resource is
only as good as how it
is used. Scholastic Sn
4 Edition 4 is versatile
enough  to  fit  into  a
variety of  instructional
models. Here are some
practical  strategies for
maximizing its impact.
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Whole-
Group
Instructio

n
Start  the week with a
s h a r e d  r e a d i n g
experience. Project the
digital  edition  on  a
screen  and  read  the
main article aloud with
the class. Pause to ask
quest ions,  c lar i fy
v o c a b u l a r y ,  a n d
highlight text features.
This  models  fluent
reading  and  deepens
comprehension  for  all
students.

Small-
Group

Work
Use  the  differentiated
versions of the articles
for  guided  reading
groups.  The  lower-
lexile  version  allows
struggling  readers  to
a c c e s s  t h e  s a m e
content as their peers.
The  h igher - lex i le
version  challenges
advanced readers. This
targeted  approach
ensures  that  each
group  works  at  an
appropriate  level  of
difficulty.

Independ
ent
Practice
Assign the digital  quiz
as  a  quick  check  for
understanding.  The
automatic  grading
feature saves teachers
t ime  and  provides
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v a l u a b l e  d a t a .
Students  can  a lso
complete  the  writing
p r o m p t s
i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,
applying the skills they
have practiced.

Cross-
Curricular
Connectio
ns
One  of  the  greatest
s t r e n g t h s  o f
Scho las t i c  Sn  4
Edition 4 is its natural
fit  across  subjects.  A
science  article  about
ecosystems  can  be
paired with a hands-on
experiment.  A  social
studies  article  about
t h e  A m e r i c a n
Revolut ion  can  be
linked  to  a  timeline
project. This integrated
approach  reinforces

learning  and  shows
s t u d e n t s  h o w
k n o w l e d g e  i s
connected.

ALIGNING WITH
EDUCATIONAL
STANDARDS

T e a c h e r s  n e e d
resources that support
their  curriculum,  not
d i s t r a c t  f r o m  i t .
Scho las t i c  Sn  4
E d i t i o n  4  i s
meticulously  aligned
with the Common Core
State Standards (CCSS)
and  many  individual
state  standards  for
four th  grade.  The
program  explicit ly
targets  standards
related  to:

Reading
Informational
Text: Key ideas
and details, craft
and structure,
and integration
of knowledge
and ideas.
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Writing: Writing
arguments,
informative/expla
natory texts, and
research
projects.
Speaking and
Listening:
Collaborative
discussions and
presentation of
information.
Language:
Vocabulary
acquisition and
use.

Each  issue  includes  a
standards  correlation
chart,  making  it  easy
f o r  t e a c h e r s  t o
document  how  they
are  meeting  specific
learning  objectives.

COMPARING
SCHOLASTIC SN 4
EDITION 4 TO
OTHER
RESOURCES

M a n y  c l a s s r o o m
m a g a z i n e s  a r e

a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t
Scho las t i c  Sn  4
Edit ion  4  ho lds  a
d is t inct  pos i t ion .
Compared  to  f ree
online articles,  it  offers
a  curated,  safe,  and
re l iab le  source  of
information. Compared
to  basal  readers,  it
provides current, high-
interest  content  that
changes  throughout
t h e  y e a r .  T h e
p r o f e s s i o n a l
development  support
and  teacher  guides
inc luded  w i th  the
subscription also set it
a p a r t  f r o m  o t h e r
p e r i o d i c a l s .  T h e
combination  of  print
and digital, along with
built-in  differentiation,
c r e a t e s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
package  that  saves
teachers  time  while
improving  student
outcomes.
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Cost-
Effectiven
ess for
Schools
B u d g e t - c o n s c i o u s
schools appreciate the
value of Scholastic Sn
4  Ed i t i on  4 .  T h e
subscription  model
provides a year's worth
o f  c o n t e n t  f o r  a
fraction of the cost of a
textbook.  The  digital
l icense  covers  the
e n t i r e  s c h o o l  o r
district,  making  it  a
scalable  solution  for
large  populations.  The
fact  that  students
receive their own copy
to  take  home  a lso
encourages  family
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d
r e i n f o r c e s  t h e
importance  of  reading
at home.

TIPS FOR PARENTS
USING
SCHOLASTIC SN 4
EDITION 4 AT
HOME

While Scholastic Sn 4
Edition 4  is  designed
for  the  classroom,
parents can also use it
to  support  learning at
home.  If  your  child
brings  home  issues
from  school,  take  the
time to read together.
A s k  o p e n - e n d e d
questions  like,  "What
w a s  t h e  m o s t
interesting  fact  you
learned?"  or  "Why  do
you  think  the  author
organized  the  article
this way?" You can also
access  the  d ig i ta l
platform if the teacher
provides  login  details.
The  parent  guides
a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e
Scholastic  website
offer  further  ideas  for
extending  learning
through  discussions,
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field  trips,  and  hands-
on  projects.

CONCLUSION

Scho las t i c  Sn  4
Edition  4  is  much
more than a classroom
m a g a z i n e .  I t  i s  a
dynamic,  multifaceted
tool  that  empowers
four th  g raders  to
become  confident
r e a d e r s ,  c r i t i c a l
thinkers, and informed
citizens.  By combining
high-interest  nonfiction
with  r igorous  ski l l
development  and  a

p o w e r f u l  d i g i t a l
platform, this resource
meets the demands of
today's  educational
l a n d s c a p e .  F o r
teachers,  it  simplifies
p l a n n i n g  a n d
differentiation.  For
students,  it  makes
learning an adventure.
Whether  used  in  a
traditional classroom, a
hybrid  setting,  or  for
at-home  enrichment,
Scho las t i c  Sn  4
Edition 4  delivers  on
its promise to inspire a
lifelong love of reading
and learning.


