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THE QUEST FOR
THE BIGGEST
HOUSE IN THE
WORLD: A
JOURNEY
THROUGH
GRANDEUR AND
SCALE

The concept of "home"
e v o k e s  w a r m t h ,
comfort,  and  personal
sanctuary. For most of
us,  a  house  is  defined
by  its  liveable  square
footage, the number of
b e d r o o m s ,  a n d
perhaps the size of the
backyard.  But  for  a
select  few—royalty,
heads  of  state,  and

u l t r a - w e a l t h y
tycoons—a  home  is  a
statement  of  power,
lineage, and boundless
ambition. The question
of what constitutes the
biggest house in the
world is more complex
than it  first  appears.  Is
it  measured  by  total
floor area? The number
of  rooms?  The  sheer
v o l u m e  o f  t h e
structure?  Or  must  it
be a private residence,
excluding  palaces  and
government buildings?
This article embarks on
a  g l o b a l  t o u r  o f
residential  extremes,
from  historic  royal
palaces to modern-day
super-mansions,  to
uncover the true titans
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of architecture. We will
examine  the  current
record  holder,  explore
fascinating contenders,
a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e
different  ways  we  can
define  "biggest."
Prepare to be amazed
by the scale, opulence,
a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g
marvels that push the
very  definition  of  a
home  to  its  limits.

DEFINING
"BIGGEST": MORE
THAN JUST
SQUARE FOOTAGE

Before  we  unveil  the
w i n n e r ,  w e  m u s t
establish the rules. The
term  "house"  can  be
subjective.  For  the
p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  w e
primarily  consider  a
res idence  tha t  i s
occupied  or  intended
f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l
purposes.  However,
some  of  the  largest
structures  on  Earth

were  built  as  royal
palaces  and  are  still
used  as  official
residences.  This  blurs
the  l ine  between  a
private  home  and  a
state building.
There are  several  key
m e t r i c s  u s e d  t o
determine the biggest
house in the world:

Total Floor
Area (Square
Footage /
Square
Meters): This is
the most
common
standard,
measuring the
sum of all floor
space within the
building's walls.
Land Area
(Acreage):
Some estates are
massive not
because of the
house itself, but
due to the
sprawling
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grounds,
gardens, and
ancillary
buildings.
Habitable
Rooms: A simple
count of
bedrooms,
bathrooms,
reception rooms,
and service
areas.
Volume (Cubic
Space): This
considers the
height of ceilings
and the overall
three-
dimensional
space, especially
relevant for
buildings with
grand atriums or
multiple stories.

By  the  most  widely
accepted  metric  of
total  floor  area,  the
current  record  holder
f o r  t h e  l a r g e s t
residential palace and,
therefore, the biggest
house in  the world,

is  the  Istana  Nurul
Iman.

THE UNDISPUTED
CHAMPION:
ISTANA NURUL
IMAN

Located in Bandar Seri
Begawan, the capital of
Brunei ,  the  Istana
Nuru l  Iman  i s  the
official residence of the
Su l tan  o f  B rune i ,
Hassanal  Bolkiah.  The
name  translates  to
"Palace of the Light of
Faith," and it is a fitting
title for a structure that
gleams  with  golden
domes  and  sprawling
architecture. This is not
just  a  house;  it  is  a
self-contained city.

A Palace
of
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Unfathom
able

Scale
To truly grasp the size
of  Istana  Nurul  Iman,
one  must  look  at  the
numbers.  The  palace
boasts  a  staggering
total  floor  area  of
approximately  2.15
mill ion  square  feet
( 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e
meters).  To  put  that
into  perspective,  it  is
roughly:

Three times the
size of the Palace
of Versailles.
More than 40
times the size of
the average
American home.
Larger than the
Vatican City.

The palace sits on 200
acres  of  lush  tropical

landscape,  wh ich
includes artificial lakes,
gardens, and a private
polo  field.  The
structure itself contains
an eye-watering 1,788
rooms,  including  257
bathrooms,  a  banquet
h a l l  t h a t  c a n
accommodate  5,000
guests, a mosque that
holds  1,500  people,
and  a  stable  for  the
Su l tan 's  200  po lo
ponies,  complete  with
air-conditioned stalls.

The
Interior: A
Symphon
y of
Opulence
Stepping  inside  the
Istana  Nurul  Iman  is
entering  a  world  of
unparalleled  luxury.
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The design is  a  blend
of  Malay  and  Islamic
architectural  styles,
with  a  heavy  dose  of
c o n t e m p o r a r y
opulence.  The  main
throne room, used for
official  state
c e r e m o n i e s ,  i s  a
spectacle  of  crystal
chandeliers,  marble
floors,  and  intricate
gold-leaf detailing. The
private quarters of the
Sultan  and  his  family
are,  understandably,
sh ie lded  f rom  the
public  eye,  but  their
sheer scale is hinted at
by the palace's overall
footprint.
The  cost  of  building
th i s  monumenta l
residence is estimated
at  over  $1.4  billion.
This  figure,  however,
pales in comparison to
t h e  c o s t  o f  i t s
ma in tenance  and
utilities.  The  annual
electricity  bill  alone is
rumored  to  be  in  the

millions  of  dollars,  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
challenge  of  powering
the biggest house in
the world. During the
annua l  Ha r i  Raya
Aidilfitri  (Eid  al-Fitr)
open house, the palace
opens its doors to the
public,  offering  a  rare
g l impse  i n to  th i s
architectural  marvel
and  serving  food  to
tens  of  thousands  of
visitors.

THE CONTENDERS:
PALACES THAT
REDEFINE "LARGE"

While  Istana  Nurul
Iman holds  the  crown
for  total  floor  area,
several  other  historic
and modern residences
deserve recognition for
their  sheer  scale  and
g r a n d e u r .  T h e s e
structures  are  often
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e
biggest house in the
world  in  specific
c a t e g o r i e s  o r  b y
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different  historical
metrics.

Buckingh
am
Palace:
The Icon
of British
Monarchy
As  the  official  London
residence of the British
monarch,  Buckingham
Palace  is  one  of  the
most famous buildings
on the planet. While its
floor  area  of
approximately 828,000
square  feet  (77,000
square meters) is  less
than half that of Istana
Nurul Iman, it remains
a  c o l o s s a l  a n d
operat iona l  roya l
p a l a c e .  I t  h a s  a

remarkable 775 rooms,
including  19  State
Rooms,  52  royal  and
guest  bedrooms,  188
staff  bedrooms,  92
offices,  and  78
bathrooms. The palace
grounds cover 39 acres
in the heart of London.
While  not  the  largest
by square footage,  its
historical  and  cultural
significance makes  it  a
permanent  fixture  in
the conversation about
the  world's  biggest
houses.

The
Palace of
Versailles
: A
Symbol of
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Absolute
Monarchy
For  centuries  before
the  era  of  modern
super-palaces,  the
Château  de  Versailles
in  F rance  was  the
benchmark  for  royal
extravagance. Built  by
King  Louis  XIV,  the
palace's  main building
covers 721,000 square
feet  (67,000  square
meters).  However,  its
true grandeur lies in its
total  estate,  which
spans  2,014  acres  of
manicured  gardens,
fountains,  and  the
Grand Canal.  The Hall
of  Mirrors,  the  Royal
Chapel, and the King's
and  Queen's  Grand
A p a r t m e n t s  a r e
m a s t e r p i e c e s  o f
B a r o q u e  a r t  a n d
architecture.  Versailles
is  a  testament  to  a
time when the biggest

house  in  the  world
was a direct expression
of  a  monarch's  divine
right to rule.

The
Forbidde
n City: A
City
Within a
City
Located in the heart of
Beij ing,  China,  the
Forbidden  City  is  a
palatial  complex  that
served as the home of
Chinese  emperors  for
near ly  500  years .
When  considering  the
biggest house in the
world  in  te rms  o f
overall  complex  size
and historical function,
it is an essential entry.
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Covering a massive 1.6
mill ion  square  feet
( 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e
meters)  of  floor  area
across a 178-acre site,
it is the world's largest
collection of preserved
a n c i e n t  w o o d e n
structures.  It  contains
over  9,000  rooms,
though  today  it  is  a
museum and no longer
a private residence.  If
we were to count it as
a  single  "home,"  it
would rival  or  surpass
m a n y  m o d e r n
contenders.

THE MODERN
MEGA-MANSION
PHENOMENON

In the 21st century, a
new breed of "biggest
house"  has  emerged,
driven by the immense
wealth  of  business
magnates  and  tech
bil l ionaires.  These
m o d e r n  m e g a -
mansions  are  often
b u i l t  i n  c i t i e s  o r

e x c l u s i v e
n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,
pushing the boundaries
of  urban  residential
architecture.

Antilia:
The
Vertical
Palace of
Mumbai
Perhaps  the  most
famous modern mega-
mansion  is  Antilia  in
Mumbai,  India,  the
h o m e  o f  M u k e s h
Ambani,  one  of  the
world's  richest  men.
T h i s  2 7 - s t o r y
s k y s c r a p e r  i s  a
fascinating  case  study
in  defining  "biggest."
While  its  total  floor
a rea  i s  a  mass ive
400,000  square  feet
( 3 7 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e
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meters),  it  occupies  a
relatively small plot of
land by going upwards.
The building includes a
health club, a ballroom,
a  50-seat  cinema,  a
temple,  a  snow  room
that  produces  artificial
snow,  and  a  six-story
c a r  p a r k  f o r  t h e
family's  fleet  of
vehicles.
A n t i l i a  i s  a
controversial  entry  in
the list of the biggest
house in  the world.
Critics  argue  that  its
vertical  design,  while
extravagant,  doesn't
c o m p a r e  t o  t h e
horizontal  sprawl  of  a
r o y a l  p a l a c e .
Nonetheless,  its  sheer
vertical  volume  and
the  concentration  of
luxury  within  a  single
structure  make  it  a
modern  architectural
wonder.  Its  estimated
cost of over $2 billion
makes  it  one  of  the
most expensive private

residences ever built.

The
Biltmore
Estate:
America's
Largest
Private
Home
For over a century, the
Bi l tmore  Estate  in
A s h e v i l l e ,  N o r t h
Carolina,  has held the
tit le  of  the  largest
privately  owned home
in  the  United  States.
B u i l t  b y  G e o r g e
Washington  Vanderbilt
II  between  1889  and
1895,  th is  F rench
Renaissance  château
boasts  a  floor  area  of
178,926  square  feet
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( 1 6 , 6 2 2  s q u a r e
meters).  It  features
250  rooms,  including
3 5  b e d r o o m s ,  4 3
bathrooms,  and  65
fireplaces.  The  estate
itself  is  vast,  covering
8,000  acres  of  forest,
gardens, and farmland,
with  the  famous  250-
room house  sitting  at
its center. The Biltmore
is  a  testament  to  the
Gilded  Age's  opulence
and  remains  a  major
tourist  attraction  and
working  winery.  While
far  smaller  than  the
global leaders, it is an
iconic  benchmark  for
private  residential
scale  in  the  Western
world.

BY OTHER
MEASURES:
VOLUME, LAND,
AND ABSURDITY

If  we  shift  our  focus
away  from  pure  floor
area, other candidates
for the biggest house

in the world emerge.

By Land Area:
The Biltmore
Estate is a
strong
contender, but
many massive
ranches around
the world dwarf
it. However,
these are
working
properties, not
singular houses.
By Number of
Rooms: The
Forbidden City
(9,000+ rooms)
and Istana Nurul
Iman (1,788
rooms) lead this
category. In the
private
residential
sector, a few
new-build
mansions in
Europe and the
US have over
100 rooms, but
none come close
to these historic
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palaces.
By Cost: Antilia
(est. $2 billion)
and Istana Nurul
Iman (est. $1.4
billion) are the
most expensive
homes ever built.
In 2023, a
mansion in Bel
Air, Los Angeles,
known as "The

One," sold for
$126 million
after a highly
publicized
auction, but its
cost and size
(105,000 sq ft)
are dwarfed by
these global
titans.
By


