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EXPLORING
FAREWELL TO
MANZANAR:
ESSENTIAL
QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS FOR A
DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING

Jeanne  Wakatsuki
Houston’s  Farewell  to
Manzanar remains one
of  the  most  powerful
a n d  a c c e s s i b l e
a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e
Japanese  American
internment  during
W o r l d  W a r  I I .  F o r

students,  educators,
and  general  readers,
grappl ing  with  the
memoir ’s  themes,
historical  context,  and
personal narratives can
be  both  enlightening
a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y
challenging.  That  is
why  a  well-structured
guide to Farewell  To
Manzanar  Questions
And Answers Uczp is
s o  v a l u a b l e .  T h e
acronym  UCZP  often
refers  to  curriculum
mapp ing  or  s tudy
programs,  but  at  its
heart ,  th is  phrase
r e p r e s e n t s  a
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
thoughtful  inquiry
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about  a  painful  but
essential  chapter  in
American  history.  This
art ic le  prov ides  a
comprehensive  set  of
questions and answers
designed  to  help  you
analyze  the  memoir,
c o n n e c t  w i t h  i t s
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d
appreciate its enduring
relevance.  Whether
you are preparing for a
c lass  d i scuss ion ,
writ ing  a  paper,  or
simply  reading  for
personal  enrichment,
t h i s  g u i d e  w i l l
i l luminate  the  key
elements  of  Houston’s
story.

What Is
the
Historical

Context
Behind
Farewell
to
Manzanar
?
To fully understand the
questions and answers
that  follow,  you  must
first  grasp  the
historical  setting.  On
February  19,  1942,
President  Franklin  D.
Rooseve l t  s igned
Executive Order  9066,
which  authorized  the
forced removal of over
110,000  people  of
Japanese ancestry from
the  West  Coast.  Two-
t h i r d s  o f  t h e s e
i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e
American  cit izens.
They  were  sent  to
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remote  incarceration
camps ,  i nc lud ing
M a n z a n a r  i n
California’s  Owens
V a l l e y .  J e a n n e
Wakatsuki  was  seven
years  old  when  her
family  was  uprooted
from  their  home  in
L o n g  B e a c h .  T h e
memoir  covers  her
family’s  life  before,
during, and after their
three-and-a-half-year
i m p r i s o n m e n t .
Understanding that this
was  not  a  voluntary
relocation  but  a  mass
violation of civil  rights
is crucial for answering
deeper  quest ions
about identity,  loyalty,
and resilience.

Key
Questions

and
Answers
About the
Plot and
Character
s
WHO IS THE
NARRATOR, AND
WHAT IS HER
PERSPECTIVE?
A n s w e r :  J e a n n e
Wakatsuki  Houston  is
t h e  n a r r a t o r  a n d
protagonist.  She  tells
the  story  from  her
childhood  perspective,
gradually maturing into
a  young  adult.  Her
voice  is  honest,  often
innocent  in  the  early
chapters, but becomes
more  reflective  as  she
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confronts  the  trauma
of  internment.  This
d u a l  v a n t a g e
p o i n t — t h e  c h i l d
experiencing  events
and  the  adult  looking
back—allows  readers
t o  s e e  b o t h  t h e
c o n f u s i o n  o f  t h e
moment and the long-
term  impact.  Jeanne’s
perspective  is  central
to  the  Farewell  To
Manzanar  Questions
And  Answers  Uczp
because it forces us to
ask  how  identity  is
shaped  by  collective
injustice.

WHAT ROLE DOES
PAPA (KO
WAKATSUKI) PLAY
IN THE FAMILY AND
THE STORY?
Answer:  Papa  is  a
complex  figure.  Before
the war, he is a strong,
independent  fisherman
who  provides  for  his
large  family.  During

in ternment ,  he  i s
arrested by the FBI and
separated  from  the
family  for  nearly  a
year. When he returns
to  Manzanar,  he  is  a
broken  man—bitter,
s u s p i c i o u s ,  a n d
sometimes  abusive.
His  struggle  with  loss
of dignity and authority
i s  a  ma jo r  theme.
Through  Papa,  the
memoir  explores  how
internment  destroyed
traditional  Japanese
patr iarchal  ro les .
Questions  about  his
b e h a v i o r  a n d
transformation  are
a m o n g  t h e  m o s t
common in  any  study
guide for Farewell To
Manzanar  Questions
And  Answers  Uczp,
as  they  highlight  the
psychological  damage
of  incarceration.

HOW DOES



Farewell To Manzanar Questions And Answers
Uczp 5

5

JEANNE’S
RELATIONSHIP WITH
HER IDENTITY

EVOLVE?
A n s w e r :  J e a n n e
experiences a profound
identity  conflict.  At
M a n z a n a r ,  s h e  i s
forced to confront her
Japanese heritage in a
negative  light.  After
the  war,  she  tries  to
assimilate  into  white
A m e r i c a n
culture—changing  her
hairstyle,  denying  her
ethnicity, and dating a
white  boy.  She  feels
s h a m e  a b o u t  h e r
family  and  her  past.
Eventually,  through
writing  this  memoir,
she reconciles her dual
identity.  One  powerful
scene occurs when she
visits  Manzanar  as  an
a d u l t  a n d  s a y s
“farewell”  not  only  to
the  camp  but  to  the
shame  she  carried.
Th is  journey  f rom

shame to acceptance is
a central thread in the
a n s w e r s  t o  m a n y
F a r e w e l l  T o
Manzanar  Questions
And Answers Uczp.

Important
Themes
Explored
Through
Questions
and
Answers
WHAT DOES THE
TITLE MEAN, AND
WHY IS IT
SIGNIFICANT?
Answer:  The  t i t le
“Farewell to Manzanar”
carries  multiple  layers
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of  meaning.  On  the
surface,  it  is  a  literal
g o o d b y e  t o  t h e
physical  camp.  But
deeper,  it  represents
Jeanne’s farewell to the
pain,  confusion,  and
diminished  sense  of
self  that  internment
caused.  It  is  also  a
f a r e w e l l  t o  t h e
innocence of childhood
and to the dream of a
simple,  unquestioning
American identity. The
w o r d  “ f a r e w e l l ”
suggests  closure,  but
the memoir shows that
the emotional  farewell
is  a  lifelong  process.
This  thematic richness
makes  the  t i t l e  a
frequent  subject  of
F a r e w e l l  T o
Manzanar  Questions
And  Answers  Uczp
discussions.

HOW DOES THE
BOOK ADDRESS

STEREOTYPES AND
PREJUDICE?
Answer:  Farewell  to
Manzanar  d irect ly
c o n f r o n t s  t h e
stereotypes that led to
i n t e r n m e n t .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  t h e
government  assumed
all Japanese Americans
were  potential  spies,
ignoring  the  fact  that
m a n y  w e r e  l o y a l
citizens. The book also
shows  internalized
racism: Jeanne’s sister
Eleanor  tries  to  prove
s h e  i s  “ m o r e
A m e r i c a n ”  t h a n
Japanese,  while  other
inmates  argue  about
loyalty.  The  memoir
also  touches  on  the
betrayal  felt  when
neighbors  and  friends
turned  against  the
family.  These  details
provide  rich  material
f o r  F a r e w e l l  T o
Manzanar  Questions
And  Answers  Uczp,
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encouraging readers to
consider how fear and
prejudice can distort a
nation’s values.

WHAT IS THE ROLE
OF THE “NO-NO
BOYS” AND DRAFT
RESISTANCE?
Answer:  A  significant
subplot  involves  the
loyalty  questionnaire
that all  internees over
17  had  to  answer .
Questions  27  and  28
asked  individuals  to
swear allegiance to the
United  States  and  to
f o r s w e a r  a n y
allegiance  to  Japan.
M a n y  y o u n g  m e n
answered  “no”  to
both—thus  becoming
k n o w n  a s  “ N o - N o
Boys”—as  a  protest
a g a i n s t  t h e i r
imprisonment.  Papa’s
son-in-law, Kiyo, is one
of these resisters. The
b o o k  s h o w s  t h e
division  this  caused

within  the  camp.  This
part of the narrative is
essential  for  Farewell
T o  M a n z a n a r
Q u e s t i o n s  A n d
A n s w e r s  U c z p
because  i t  ra i ses
difficult  questions
about  patr iot ism,
resistance,  and  the
meaning of citizenship
when one’s  rights  are
stripped away.

Literary
Devices
and
Writing
Style
Questions
HOW DOES
HOUSTON USE
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SYMBOLISM IN THE
MEMOIR?
Answer:  Symbols
appear throughout the
book. The barbed wire
fences  and  guard
towers  symbolize  the
loss  of  freedom.  The
mess  hall  represents
the  destruct ion  of
f ami l y  mea l s  and
intimacy.  Jeanne’s
homemade  “mama
doll”  in  the  hospital
symbolizes her attempt
to  hold  onto  motherly
c o m f o r t  i n  a
d e h u m a n i z i n g
environment.  One  of
the  most  poignant
s y m b o l s  i s  t h e
Manzanar  cemetery
monument ,  which
Jeanne visits at the end
of  the book.  It  stands
for  memory  and  the
need to honor the dead
while  moving  forward.
These  symbols  are
of ten  ana lyzed  in
F a r e w e l l  T o

Manzanar  Questions
And  Answers  Uczp
gu ides  to  deepen
comprehension.

WHAT IS THE TONE
OF THE MEMOIR,
AND HOW DOES IT
CHANGE?
Answer:  The  tone
shifts  from  childlike
wonder  and  confusion
to  adolescent  shame,
and  finally  to  adult
reconciliation.  Early
c h a p t e r s  h a v e  a
detached, almost naive
quality,  as  a  young
Jeanne  does  not  fully
grasp the injustice. As
she  grows  older,  the
tone  becomes  more
bitter  and  anguished,
especially  when  she
describes  her  father’s
dec l i ne .  The  l a s t
chapters,  particularly
t h e  v i s i t  t o  t h e
reopened  camp,  carry
a  tone  of  bittersweet
acceptance .  Th i s
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evolution  makes  the
book  emot iona l ly
resonant  and  explains
w h y  t e a c h e r s
f requent ly  ass ign
F a r e w e l l  T o
Manzanar  Questions
And  Answers  Uczp
exercises to track tone
changes.

Discussio
n
Questions
for
Classroo
m or
Book
Club Use
If you are facilitating a
group discussion, here
are  several  thoughtful

questions  that  align
with the Farewell  To
Manzanar  Questions
And  Answers  Uczp
framework.  These  go
beyond  plot  recall  to
encourage  crit ical
thinking:

How does
Jeanne’s
relationship
with her father
represent the
larger trauma
of the Japanese
American
community?
What does the
book reveal
about the role
of women
during and
after
internment?
Do you think it
is fair to call
the camps
“relocation
centers” or
should they be
called
“concentration
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camps”? Why?
How does the
memory of
Manzanar
affect Jeanne’s
choices in her
adult life,
including her
marriage?
What parallels
can you draw
between the
internment of
Japanese
Americans and
other forms of
racial profiling
in U.S. history?
Why does
Jeanne include
the story of the
Manzanar riot,
and what does
that event
reveal about
resistance?
How does the
concept of
“forgiveness”
appear in the
book, and is it
possible for

Jeanne to fully
forgive the
government?

Common
Questions
from
Students
and Their
Detailed
Answers
WHY DID THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT
APOLOGIZE
DECADES LATER?
Answer:  In  1988,
P res ident  Rona ld
Reagan signed the Civil
Liberties  Act,  which
formally apologized for
the  internment  and
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provided  $20,000  in
reparations  to  each
surviving internee. This
came after decades of
activism  by  Japanese
American groups and a
g o v e r n m e n t
c o m m i s s i o n  t h a t
c o n c l u d e d  t h e
in te rnment  was  a
r e s u l t  o f  “ r a c e
prejudice, war hysteria,
and a failure of political
l eade r sh ip . ”  The
a p o l o g y  i s  a n
important  part  of  the
F a r e w e l l  T o
Manzanar  Questions
And  Answers  Uczp
because  it  validates
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e
m e m o i r .  J e a n n e
Wakatsuki  Houston
testified  before
Congress  during  the
campaign  for  redress,
making her  story  part
of  the larger  push for
justice.

WHAT HAPPENED
TO THE WAKATSUKI
FAMILY AFTER THE
WAR?
Answer:  The  family
struggled  to  rebuild.
T h e y  m o v e d  t o  a
housing project  in Los
Angeles.  Papa  never
fully  recovered  his
spirit  and  died  early.
J e a n n e  a n d  h e r
siblings, especially her
brother Woody, worked
h a r d  t o  a c h i e v e
stability.  Jeanne  went
on to college, married
a  w h i t e  m a n  ( t h e
anthropologist  James
D.  Houston,  who  co-
wrote  the  book),  and
became  a  writer.  The
memoir  ends  wi th
J e a n n e  v i s i t i n g
Manzanar as an adult,
finding  a  sense  of
peace.  The  postwar
experiences  offer  a
sobering  answer  to
many  Farewell  To
Manzanar  Questions
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And  Answers  Uczp
regarding  the  long-
term  effects  of
incarceration.

HOW DOES THE
BOOK ADDRESS THE
ISSUE OF LOYALTY
AND PATRIOTISM?
Answer:  Loyalty  is  a
central  dilemma.  The
internees had to prove
the i r  l oya l t y  t o  a
c o u n t r y  t h a t  h a d
d e e m e d  t h e m
u n t r u s t w o r t h y .
J eanne ’ s  b ro the r
Woody  serves  in  the
U.S.  Army’s  442nd
Regimental  Combat
Team,  a  segregated
u n i t  o f  J a p a n e s e
A m e r i c a n s  t h a t
became  one  of  the
most  decorated  units
in the war. This act of
loyalty  is  both  heroic
and  heartbreaking.
Meanwhile,  others
resisted the draft. The
memoir does not judge

e i t h e r  c h o i c e ;  i t
p r e s e n t s  t h e
complexity of loving a
country  that  betrayed
you .  Th i s  nuance
makes  Farewell  To
Manzanar  Questions
And  Answers  Uczp
essential  for  anyone
studying  American
identity.

How to
Use This
Guide for
Deeper
Learning
Whether  you  are  a
student preparing for a
test  or  a  book  club
member seeking richer
d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e
framework of questions
and  answers  here  is
designed to be flexible.
Y o u  c a n  u s e  t h e
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sections above to write
e s s a y s ,  p r e p a r e
presentations,  or  lead
conversations. The key
is  to  approach  the
material with empathy
a n d  h i s t o r i c a l
awareness.  Remember
t h a t  F a r e w e l l  t o

Manzanar is not just a
story about the past; it
is a warning about the
f r a g i l i t y  o f  c i v i l
liberties.  By  engaging
with the Farewell  To
Manzanar  Questions
And


