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MAXIMIZING YOUR
AP US HISTORY
SCORE WITH THE
AMSCO 2016
GUIDE

Prepar ing  fo r  the
Advanced  Placement
United  States  History
exam  is  a  daunting
task. The sheer volume
of  material  spanning
from  pre-Columbian
times  to  the  modern
e r a  c a n  f e e l
overwhelming.  For
thousands of students,
one  resource  has
become  synonymous
with  effective  APUSH
p r e p a r a t i o n :  t h e
Apush  Amsco  2016
edition. More than just
a  t e x t b o o k ,  t h i s

specific publication is a
comprehensive  review
book designed to align
d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e
C o l l e g e  B o a r d ' s
redes igned  exam
framework.  Whether
you are a self-studying
student or looking for a
supplement  to  your
school-issued textbook,
understanding  how  to
leverage  the  Apush
Amsco  2016  can  be
t h e  s i n g l e  m o s t
effective  strategy  for
earning a high score of
4 or 5.
This article will explore
why  this  particular
ed i t ion  remains  a
f a v o r i t e  a m o n g
e d u c a t o r s  a n d
students,  how  it  is
structured to maximize
learning,  and,  most
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importantly,  how  you
can use it to streamline
your study process. We
wi l l  cover  the  key
features,  the  thematic
learning  objectives  it
addresses,  and  the
practical  strategies for
turning  the  pages  of
t h i s  b o o k  i n t o  a
confident  performance
on  exam  day.

Why the
AMSCO
2016
Edition is
a Must-
Have
Resource
The  AP  US  His tory
exam  underwent  a
major  cur r i cu lum

redesign,  with  the  first
n e w  e x a m
administered  in  2015.
The  Apush  Amsco
2016  ed i t ion  was
written  specifically  for
this  revamped  test.
Unlike older  textbooks
that  focus  on  rote
memorization of  facts,
this  guide  emphasizes
the  historical  thinking
skills  that  the  College
Board  now  prioritizes.
T h e s e  i n c l u d e
c h r o n o l o g i c a l
reasoning,  comparison
and  contextualization,
craft ing  historical
a r g u m e n t s ,  a n d
interpreting  historical
evidence.
One  of  the  primary
reasons  students  and
teachers  gravitate
toward  the  Apush
Amsco  2016  is  i ts
concise  yet  thorough
coverage.  Traditional
textbooks  often  run
over  1,000  pages,
making  it  difficult  to



Apush Amsco 2016 3

3

review  key  concepts
efficiently.  The  AMSCO
t e x t  d i s t i l l s  t h i s
information  into  a
manageable  format
without  sacrificing  the
depth required for the
exam.  It  is  designed
specifically as a review
tool,  meaning  every
paragraph  serves  a
purpose.  Furthermore,
it  is  aligned  with  the
nine  historical  periods
that form the backbone
o f  t h e  A P U S H
curriculum,  ensuring
that you cover exactly
what the test expects.

Understa
nding the
Structure
of the

Apush
Amsco
2016
To  use  the  Apush
A m s c o  2 0 1 6
effectively, you need to
u n d e r s t a n d  i t s
blueprint.  The book is
organized into chapters
t h a t  c o r r e s p o n d
directly  to  the  nine
histor ica l  per iods
(Period  1  through  9).
Each chapter is further
broken down into  key
concepts,  which  are
the  f ounda t i ona l
building  blocks  of  the
exam.

Periodization:
The book follows
the exact
periodization set
by the College
Board. This
allows you to
track your
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progress against
the official
course
framework.
Key Concepts:
Each chapter
begins with a list
of the key
concepts
covered. This is
your roadmap.
Before you start
reading, look at
these concepts
to understand
the "big picture"
of the chapter.
Text and
Visuals: The
main body of
each chapter is
presented in
clear, bullet-free
prose. However,
it is punctuated
with timelines,
maps, charts,
and political
cartoons. These
visuals are not
decoration; they
are primary and

secondary
sources that
train you to
analyze
evidence.
Historical
Perspectives:
Scattered
throughout the
text are sections
that highlight
differing
historiographical
interpretations.
This is critical for
the Document-
Based Question
(DBQ) and the
Long Essay
Question (LEQ),
where you must
demonstrate an
understanding of
multiple
perspectives.
End-of-Chapter
Practice: Every
chapter
concludes with
multiple-choice
questions, short-
answer questions
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(SAQs), and a
practice essay
prompt. This is
where the
learning
solidifies.

How to
Use the
AMSCO
2016 for
Different
Study
Phases
The  Apush  Amsco
2016  i s  ve rsa t i l e
enough to  be used in
three distinct phases of
y o u r  s t u d y  p l a n .
Adapting your strategy
for  each  phase  wil l
yield  the  best  results.

PHASE 1: INITIAL
CONTENT REVIEW
(SEPTEMBER TO
DECEMBER)
During  the  first
s e m e s t e r ,  m a n y
students  a re  s t i l l
learning the material in
class. The AMSCO book
shou ld  se rve  as  a
supplementary reading
tool.  After  your  class
lecture  on  a  specific
t o p i c ,  r e a d  t h e
corresponding  chapter
in  the  Apush Amsco
2016.  This  reinforces
the  lecture  and  fills  in
a n y  g a p s .  D o  n o t
simply  highlight  every
sentence.  Instead,
actively read by writing
m a r g i n a l  n o t e s ,
s u m m a r i z i n g
paragraphs  in  your
o w n  w o r d s ,  a n d
c r e a t i n g  s i m p l e
timelines. Focus on the
"Key Concepts" at the
start  of  the  chapter
and  ensure  you  can
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explain  them  before
moving  on.

PHASE 2: THEMATIC
REVIEW (JANUARY
TO FEBRUARY)
By  m id -yea r ,  you
should  have  covered
most  of  the  content.
Now, it is time to think
themat ica l ly .  The
A P U S H  e x a m  i s
organized  around
seven  themes  (e.g.,
I d e n t i t y ,  W o r k
E x c h a n g e  a n d
Technology, America in
the  World).  Use  the
index  of  the  Apush
Amsco 2016  to trace
a  specific  theme,  such
as  "Migrat ion  and
Settlement," across all
nine  periods.  This  will
help you write the LEQ,
which  requires  you  to
make  connect ions
across  different  time
p e r i o d s .  C r e a t e
timelines  or  concept
maps that show how a

theme  evolved  from
the colonial era to the
present.

PHASE 3: INTENSIVE
TEST PREPARATION
(MARCH TO EXAM
DAY)
This  is  the  time  for
high-intensity  review.
Use the Apush Amsco
2016  to  drill  practice
q u e s t i o n s .  T h e
m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e
questions at the end of
each  chap te r  a re
e x c e l l e n t  f o r
identifying weak spots.
Time  yourself.  When
you  get  a  question
wrong, go back to the
relevant section of the
chapter and re-read it.
For the DBQ and LEQ,
r e a d  t h e  s a m p l e
essays provided in the
b o o k .  P a y  c l o s e
attention to the scoring
guidelines.  Analyze
how the sample essays
use evidence and build
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a  thesis.  The  Apush
Amsco  2016  often
includes scoring rubrics
that teach you exactly
what the exam graders
are looking for.

Key
Features
That
Make
This
Edition
Stand
Out
While  the  content  is
vital,  the  usability  of
the  Apush  Amsco
2016  is  enhanced  by
several  specific
features that are often
overlooked  by  rushing

students.

THE HISTORICAL
THINKING SKILLS
FOCUS

The  book  explicitly
labels  questions  and
activit ies  with  the
specific  skill  they  are
testing.  You  will  see
t a g s  l i k e  " S k i l l :
Contextualization"  or
"Skill:  Causation."  This
is  a  powerful  tool.  If
you  s t rugg le  w i th
"Comparison," you can
quickly  find  all  the
exercises  in  the  book
that  are  flagged  with
that  skill  and  practice
them exclusively.  This
targeted practice is far
more  efficient  than
doing random practice
tests.

THE DOCUMENT-
BASED QUESTION
(DBQ) TUTORIALS

The  Apush  Amsco
2016  p rov ides  an



8

8 Apush Amsco 2016 2025-05-05

excellent  introduction
to the DBQ. It includes
strategies for analyzing
documents,  grouping
t h e m ,  a n d
incorporating  outside
evidence. The practice
DBQs in the book are
designed to mimic the
complexity of  the real
exam.  Do  not  sk ip
these. Even if you only
outline the essays, the
act  of  analyzing  the
d o c u m e n t s  a n d
building a thesis under
the pressure of a timer
i s  e x c e l l e n t
preparation.

COMPREHENSIVE
GLOSSARY AND
INDEX

A  robust  glossary  is
essential for APUSH, a
course with a massive
historical  vocabulary.
The  Apush  Amsco
2 0 1 6  i n c l u d e s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
glossary  that  defines

terms in the context of
US history. The index is
also  highly  detailed,
allowing you to quickly
find  specific  people,
events,  and  concepts
without  flipping
through  hundreds  of
pages.

Common
Mistakes
When
Using the
AMSCO
2016
Even the best resource
can be misused. To get
the  most  out  of  the
Apush  Amsco  2016,
avoid  these  common
pitfalls.

Reading1.
Passively: Do
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not just run your
eyes over the
text. You must
engage with it.
Ask yourself
questions as you
read. "Why did
this event
happen?" "What
was the impact?"
"How does this
connect to the
previous
chapter?"
Ignoring the2.
Visuals: The
maps, graphs,
and cartoons are
not filler. They
are often direct
representations
of the types of
stimuli you will
see on the
multiple-choice
section. Spend
time analyzing
them. Ask: "What
is the author's
point of view?"
"What data is
being

presented?"
Skipping the3.
Practice
Essays: It is
tempting to just
do the multiple-
choice questions
because they are
less time-
consuming.
However, the
essay portion
counts for 60% of
your score. You
must practice
writing under
timed conditions.
At a minimum,
outline a thesis
and a few body
paragraphs for
each essay
prompt in the
Apush Amsco
2016.
Using it as a4.
Primary
Textbook: The
AMSCO is a
review book, not
a primary
textbook. It
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assumes you
have been
exposed to the
material before.
If you use it as
your only source
of learning, you
may miss the
depth of
narrative and
context found in
a full-length
textbook. Use it
to review, not to
learn from
scratch.

Semantic
Keywords
and
Thematic
Connectio

ns
To truly master APUSH,
you  must  th ink  in
terms  of  themes  and
connect ions .  The
Apush  Amsco  2016
fac i l i tates  th is  by
linking  events  across
time.  For  example,
when studying the Civil
Rights  Movement  in
Period 8, the book will
r e f e r  b a c k  t o  t h e
Reconstruction  era  in
Period 5. This constant
cross-referencing helps
you  bui ld  a  web  of
knowledge rather than
a list of isolated facts.
Pay attention to these
connections.  Create
your  own  links.  Ask
y o u r s e l f  h o w  t h e
debate  over  federal
power  in  the  1790s
connects  to  the  New
Deal of the 1930s. The
AMSCO  book  provides
the data; your job is to
w e a v e  i t  i n t o  a
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coherent  narrative.
Furthermore, the book
does  an  excellent  job
of  integrating  social,
cultural, and economic
history  alongside  the
traditional  political
narrative.  You  will  find
substantial coverage of
the  experiences  of
w o m e n ,  A f r i c a n
Americans,  Native
A m e r i c a n s ,  a n d
immigrants.  This  is
crucial because the AP
e x a m  i n c l u d e s  a
significant  number  of
questions  on  these
topics.  The  Apush
Amsco  2016  ensures
that  you  are  not  just
l e a r n i n g  a b o u t
presidents  and  wars
but  also  about  the
people who shaped the
nation's identity.

Integratin

g the
AMSCO
with
Other
Study
Tools
The  Apush  Amsco
2016  is  a  powerful
stand-alone  resource,
bu t  i t  works  even
better when integrated
into  a  broader  study
system.  Use  the  book
to  guide  your  note-
taking. After reading a
chapter, create a one-
page  summary  sheet
us ing  the  Corne l l
method.  Then,  test
yourself  using  online
flashcards  or  quiz
banks  that  align  with
t h e  A M S C O ' s  k e y
concepts.  The  book
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provides  the  "what,"
but you need to apply
the  "why"  and  "how"
through  discussion,
writing,  and  practice.
Consider  forming  a
study  group.  Use  the
Apush  Amsco  2016
as your common text.
Each  member  can  be
responsible  for  one
period and teach it  to
the  group  using  the
chapter.  This  active
teaching method is one
of  the  most  effective
ways to learn. You can
also use the discussion
questions at the end of
each chapter  to spark
debate.  This  will  help
you  see  different
perspectives,  a  skill
that  is  directly  tested
on the DBQ.

A

Balanced
Perspecti
ve on the
2016
Edition
It is important to note
that the Apush Amsco
2016  is  specifically
designed for the 2016
exam  and  the  years
immediately  following.
While the core content
of US history does not
change,  the  College
Board  occasionally
updates the framework
and  the  weighting  of
different periods. If you
are  studying  for  the
exam  today,  ensure
that you are using the
most  current  edition
available,  as  newer
editions will reflect any
subtle  changes  in  the
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curriculum.  However,
the 2016 edition is still
an  excellent  resource
for  practice  questions
and content review, as
the vast majority of the
mater ia l  rema ins
identical. The historical
thinking skills  and the
structure  of  the  test
h a v e  r e m a i n e d
remarkably consistent.
In  conclus ion,  the
structure,  clarity,  and
targeted  approach  of
this review guide make
it a timeless asset. The
skills  you  develop  by
working  through  the
Apush  Amsco  2016
are precisely the skills
you  need  to  succeed
on the modern APUSH

exam.  It  teaches  you
n o t  j u s t  w h a t
happened in American
history,  but  how  to
think  like  a  historian.

CONCLUSION:
YOUR PATH TO A 5

M a s t e r i n g  A P  U S
H i s t o r y  r e q u i r e s
dedication,  critical
thinking, and the right
resources.  The Apush
Amsco  2016  stands
out  as  a  un ique ly
effective  tool  because
it aligns perfectly with
the exam's demands. It
strips  away  the  noise
and focuses on the key
concepts,  historical
skills,  and  thematic
connections


