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UNDERSTANDING
THE “WHAT
HAPPENED WHEN
THE BOARDING
HOUSE BLEW UP
WORKSHEET”

I f  y o u  h a v e  e v e r
searched for  engaging
classroom  materials
t h a t  c o m b i n e
storytelling,  grammar,
and  critical  thinking,
y o u  h a v e  l i k e l y
stumbled  upon  the

“What Happened When
The  Boarding  House
Blew  Up  worksheet.”
This  worksheet  has
become  a  staple  for
English  teachers,  ESL
i n s t r u c t o r s ,  a n d
homeschooling parents
who  want  to  make
learning  both  fun  and
effective.  But  what
e x a c t l y  i s  t h i s
worksheet,  and  why
h a s  i t  b e c o m e  s o
popular? In this article,
we  wil l  explore  the
origins,  structure,  and
educational  value  of
this  resource.  We  will
also discuss how to use
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it  to  improve  reading
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
sequencing  skills,  and
creative  writ ing  in
students  of  various
ages.
The  wo rkshee t  i s
typically  based  on  a
short narrative about a
chaotic  incident  in  a
b o a r d i n g  h o u s e .
Students are asked to
read  the  story,  then
answer  questions  or
complete activities that
require  them to  retell
events in chronological
order,  identify  cause-
and-effect
relationships, and even
i n v e n t  t h e i r  o w n
endings.  This  simple
yet  powerful  format
makes  it  an  excellent
tool  for  developing  a
wide range of  literacy
skills.

THE STRUCTURE
OF THE
WORKSHEET

Most  versions  of  the
“What Happened When
The  Boarding  House
Blew  Up  worksheet”
are divided into several
s e c t i o n s .  W h i l e
variations  exist,  the
core  components
remain  consistent:

A narrative
passage: A
short, engaging
story about a
boarding house
explosion. The
story might
involve a faulty
gas stove, a
mischievous
tenant, or an
unfortunate
accident.
Comprehension
questions:
Questions that
ask for literal
recall, such as
“Who was
responsible for
the explosion?”
or “What
happened right
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after the blast?”
Sequencing
activities:
Students must
place a list of
events in the
correct order,
often using
numbers or
cutting and
pasting strips.
Cause-and-
effect charts: A
graphic organizer
where students
link each cause
to its
corresponding
effect.
Creative
writing
prompts:
Students are
invited to write a
new ending, add
dialogue, or
describe the
scene from a
different
character’s point
of view.

The  wo rkshee t  i s

usually  printed  on  a
single  page  or  two,
mak ing  i t  easy  to
distribute.  However,
digital  versions  are
also  widely  available
for  online  learning
platforms.

Why the
Boarding
House
Theme
Works So
Well
T h e  s e t t i n g  o f  a
boarding house offers a
confined  environment
where a diverse group
of  characters  interact.
This  naturally  creates
tension  and  conflict,
which  are  ideal  for
s to ry te l l i ng .  The
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explosion is a dramatic
event  that  fo rces
immediate  action  and
c o n s e q u e n c e s .
Students  can  easily
i m a g i n e  t h e
chaos—plates  flying,
peop le  shou t ing ,
smoke  filling  the
hallways.  This  vivid
imagery helps maintain
attention  and  makes
the  subsequent  tasks
more meaningful.
Moreover, the boarding
h o u s e  s e t t i n g  i s
familiar  enough  to  be
r e l a t a b l e  ( m a n y
students know what a
house or apartment is
like) but exotic enough
to spark curiosity. The
w o r k s h e e t  o f t e n
i n c l u d e s  q u i r k y
characters like a nosy
landlady,  a  clumsy
cook,  or  a  mysterious
guest. These elements
m a k e  t h e  s t o r y
m e m o r a b l e  a n d
encourage students to
discuss  motivations

and  outcomes.

EDUCATIONAL
BENEFITS OF THE
WORKSHEET

The  “What  Happened
When  The  Boarding
H o u s e  B l e w  U p
worksheet” is far more
than a simple reading
exercise.  It  addresses
mul t ip le  learn ing
o b j e c t i v e s
simultaneously:

Reading1.
comprehension
: Students must
read carefully to
answer factual
questions. This
builds literal
understanding
and attention to
detail.
Sequencing2.
and order of
events: By
arranging story
events in
chronological
order, students
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develop logical
thinking and
narrative
awareness.
Cause and3.
effect
reasoning:
Identifying what
caused the
explosion and
what followed
helps students
understand real-
world logic.
Vocabulary4.
development:
Words like
“explosion,”
“debris,”
“evacuate,” and
“commotion” can
be pre-taught or
inferred from
context.
Grammar5.
practice: Many
worksheets ask
students to
change tenses,
rewrite
sentences, or
identify parts of

speech within
the story.
Creative6.
expression:
Writing prompts
encourage
students to use
their imagination
while applying
proper sentence
structure.

T e a c h e r s  h a v e
reported  that  th is
worksheet is especially
effective  for  English
language  learners
(ELLs)  because  the
story is concise and the
tasks  are  scaffolded.
The  combination  of
visual,  verbal,  and
kinesthetic activities (if
students cut out strips)
appeals  to  different
learning  styles.

How to
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Use the
Workshee
t in a

Lesson
Here is a step-by-step
approach for educators
who want to maximize
the  impac t  o f  the
“What Happened When
The  Boarding  House
Blew Up worksheet” in
their classroom:
Step  1:  Pre-reading
d iscuss ion .  A s k
students  what  they
know  about  boarding
houses. Show a picture
or  describe  a  typical
b o a r d i n g  h o u s e .
I n t r o d u c e  k e y
vocabulary  and  ask
students  to  predict
what  might  happen.
This  activates  prior
knowledge  and  builds
anticipation.

Step  2:  Read  the
s t o r y  a l o u d  o r
silently.  For  lower
levels,  reading  aloud
with  expression  helps
with pronunciation and
comprehension.  You
can  pause  after  each
paragraph  to  check
understanding.
Step  3:  Complete
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
quest ions.  Have
s t u d e n t s  w o r k
individually or in pairs
to  answer  the  basic
questions.  Review
answers as a class to
e n s u r e  e v e r y o n e
understands the plot.
Step  4:  Sequencing
activity. Provide strips
of  paper  with  events
listed  out  of  order.
Students must arrange
them  in  the  correct
sequence. This can be
a competitive game or
a  quiet  cut-and-paste
task.
Step  5:  Cause  and
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effect.  Use  a  T-chart
or a graphic organizer.
Ask  students  to  list
three causes from the
s t o r y  a n d  t h e i r
immediate  effects.  For
example: “The gas leak
caused the explosion.”
Step  6:  Creative
writing  extension.
Offer  a  choice  of
prompts: “Write a diary
e n t r y  f r o m  t h e
l a n d l a d y ’ s
p e r s p e c t i v e , ”
“ D e s c r i b e  w h a t
happened after the fire
trucks  arrived,”  or
“Invent  a  new  tenant
who was responsible.”
Step  7:  Share  and
discuss. Students can
read  their  writing  to
the class or  display it
on  a  bulletin  board.
This fosters a sense of
c o m m u n i t y  a n d
validates their creative
efforts.

VARIATIONS AND
ADAPTATIONS

One of the strengths of
the  “What  Happened
When  The  Boarding
H o u s e  B l e w  U p
workshee t”  i s  i t s
adaptability.  Teachers
c a n  m o d i f y  i t  f o r
different  grade  levels
or  learning  goals:

For younger
students
(grades 2-3):
Simplify the story
to 5-6 sentences.
Use pictures
instead of text
for sequencing.
Focus on basic
who-what-where
questions.
For
intermediate
ESL students:
Include a
vocabulary
match exercise.
Replace complex
words with
simpler
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synonyms. Add a
cloze passage
(fill-in-the-blank)
version of the
story.
For advanced
learners:
Challenge
students to
rewrite the story
from a different
point of view or
in a different
tense. Ask
analysis
questions like
“Why do you
think the author
chose a boarding
house setting?”
For digital
classrooms:
Use interactive
slides where
students drag
and drop events
into order.
Embed video
clips of similar
disasters for
context.

You can also integrate

the  worksheet  into
larger  thematic  units.
For  example,  pair  it
with a lesson on safety
procedures, the history
of boarding houses, or
e v e n  a  u n i t  o n
onomatopoeia  (words
like “BOOM,” “CRASH,”
“BANG”).

Common
Challenge
s and
How to
Overcom
e Them
While the worksheet is
g e n e r a l l y  w e l l -
r e c e i v e d ,  s o m e
students may struggle.
H e r e  a r e  a  f e w
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d
solutions:
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Challenge:  The  story
may contain unfamiliar
vocabulary  or  cultural
references.
Solution:  Pre-teach
words using visuals or
simple  definitions.
E x p l a i n  w h a t  a
“boarding house”  is  if
students  have  never
encountered  one.
Challenge:  Students
may  find  it  difficult  to
sequence events if the
story uses flashbacks.
Solution:  Provide  a
timeline  graphic  and
model the process step
by  step.  Color-coding
events  by  time  can
help.
Challenge:  Creative
wr i t ing  tasks  may
i n t i m i d a t e  s o m e
students.
Solution:  Offer
sentence starters or a
word  bank .  A l l ow
students  to  work  in
p a i r s  t o  r e d u c e
anxiety.

Challenge:  The  topic
of  an  explosion  might
b e  s e n s i t i v e  f o r
students  who  have
experienced trauma.
Solution: Be sensitive
t o  c l a s s r o o m
backgrounds.  Offer  an
alternative  worksheet
with  a  less  intense
premise  if  needed.
Always provide a safe
space  for  students  to
opt out.

WHERE TO FIND
THE WORKSHEET

The  “What  Happened
When  The  Boarding
H o u s e  B l e w  U p
worksheet”  is  widely
a v a i l a b l e  o n
educational  resource
w e b s i t e s .  M a n y
teachers  share  free
versions  on  platforms
l ike  Teachers  Pay
T e a c h e r s ,  E S L
P r i n t a b l e s ,  a n d
BusyTeacher.  Some
sites  offer  editable
versions  so  you  can
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customize  the  story
content, questions, and
l a y o u t .  W h e n
searching,  use  the
e x a c t  p h r a s e  i n
quotation  marks  to
l o c a t e  t h e  m o s t
relevant  results.  You
can  also  find  lesson
plans  that  incorporate
the worksheet, as well
as answer keys for self-
checking.
Fo r  teachers  who
prefer  to  create  their
own,  the  structure  is
easy to replicate. Write
a  150-200  word  story
about  a  chaotic  event
in  a  communal  living
space.  Then  design
5-10  questions  that
c o v e r  l i t e r a l
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
sequencing,  cause-
and-effect,  and  open-
ended  response.  The
key is to keep the story
lively  and  the  tasks
varied.

CONCLUSION

The  “What  Happened
When  The  Boarding
H o u s e  B l e w  U p
w o r k s h e e t ”  i s  a
versatile  and  effective
educational  tool  that
brings storytelling and
c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g
together.  Its  engaging
narrative,  combined
w i t h  s t r u c t u r e d
a c t i v i t i e s ,  h e l p s
students  improve
r e a d i n g
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
sequencing,  cause-
and-effect  reasoning,
and  creative  writing.
Whether  you  are  an
ESL teacher looking for
a  f u n  l a n g u a g e
exercise  or  a  primary
school teacher wanting
to boost literacy skills,
this  worksheet  offers  a
ready-made  solution
that  students  actually
e n j o y .  B y
understanding  i ts
components,  benefits,



What Happened When The Boarding House Blew
Up Worksheet Answers 11

11

a n d  a d a p t a t i o n
possibilities,  you  can
integrate this resource
seamlessly  into  your
curriculum. So the next
time you need a high-
impact  lesson  that
requ i res  m in ima l

preparation,  reach  for
the  “What  Happened
When  The  Boarding
H o u s e  B l e w  U p
worksheet”  and watch
your  students  become
active,  enthusiastic
learners.


