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THE ULTIMATE
STAR WARS
ACTION FIGURE
PRICE GUIDE:
NAVIGATING A
GALAXY OF VALUE

For decades, Star
Wars action figures
have been more than
just toys; they are
tangible pieces of
cinematic history. From
the blistering heat of
Tatooine to the frozen
corridors of Cloud City,
these plastic heroes
and villains have
sparked the
imaginations of
generations. But for

collectors and
investors alike, the
question often shifts
from "Which character
is your favorite?" to
"What is my collection
worth?" Whether you
are sifting through a
childhood bin in your
parent's attic or
meticulously curating a
graded collection,
navigating the market
requires a reliable Star
Wars action figure
price guide. This
comprehensive

resource is designed to
help you understand
the key factors that
dictate value, from the
rarest prototypes to
common army
builders, ensuring you


https://web1.enteraskincare.com/

can make informed
decisions as you
traverse the ever-
shifting galaxy of
collectible pricing.

UNDERSTANDING
THE CORE
FACTORS OF
VALUE

Before diving into
specific prices, it is
critical to understand
what makes one figure
worth a few dollars and
another the price of a
used speeder. The
value of any Star Wars
action figure is
determined by a
complex interplay of
several key variables.
Ignoring any one of
these can lead to
overpaying for a
common  figure or
undervaluing a hidden
gem.

Rarity:
The First
Pillar of a
Star Wars
Action
Figure
Price
Guide

Rarity is the most
straightforward, yet
often misunderstood,
factor. Simply put, the
fewer copies of a figure
that were produced
and survive today, the
higher its potential
value. This can be
influenced by several
aspects:

¢ Production
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Runs: Early
figures in the
original
1977-1985 line
often have
multiple
variations due to
different
manufacturing
changes. A first-
issue figure with
a specific variant
(like the vinyl-
caped Jawa) is
exponentially
rarer than its
later, more
common
counterpart.
Regional
Exclusives:
Figures released
only in specific
countries or
through specific
retailers are
inherently rare.
For example, the
Canadian-
exclusive "Boba
Fett" with a
white cape or

certain European
carded figures
command a
premium.
Prototypes and
Pre-
Production:
These are the
holy grail of
collecting.
Hardcopies, test
shots, and
unproduced
figures are
incredibly rare
and can sell for
tens of
thousands of
dollars. They
rarely appear in
a standard Star
Wars action
figure price
guide for the
average collector
but are the
pinnacle of the
market.



Condition
: The

Critical
Differenc

e

In the world of action

figure collecting,
condition is king. A
figure's condition
directly and

dramatically impacts
its price. The industry
standard for grading is
the 10-point scale,
often used by
professional grading
services like AFA
(Action Figure
Authority).

1. Loose Figure
Condition: A
loose figure (out
of its original
packaging) is

valued based on
paint wear,
stress marks,
loose joints, and
overall
cleanliness. A
mint loose figure
with no flaws is
far more
desirable than a
played-with one.

. Packaging

Condition: For
carded figures,
the card
condition is
paramount. A
figureon a
pristine,
unpunched card
with clear
bubbles (no
yellowing or
cracks) can be
worth 10 to 100
times more than
the same figure
on a crushed,
torn, or sun-
faded card.

. Complete vs.

Incomplete: A
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loose figure with
all its original
accessories
(blaster,
lightsaber, cape,
etc.) is always
worth
significantly
more than a
missing one. A
Star Wars
action figure
price guide will
almost always
assume a
"complete" figure
unless stated
otherwise.

Versions
and
Variants:
The

Hidden
Detalls

The magic of the
original line lies in its
endless variations.
Kenner often made
running changes
during production,
leading to dozens of
variants for a single
character. These can
include:

e COO (Country
of Origin): Hong
Kong, Taiwan,
Macau, or No
COO stamps can
drastically alter
value.

e Mold
Variations:
Early vs. late
molds, different
paint
applications
(e.g., the "Boba
Fett" with a red
cape vs. a green



cape).

e Card Back
Variations: The
artwork and text
on the card itself
changed over the
years (12-back,
20-back, 65-
back, etc.). A
figure on its
original 12-back
card is generally
more valuable
than one on a
later 92-back
card.

NAVIGATING BY
ERA: A TIMELINE
OF VALUE

Star Wars action
figures span multiple
generations, each with
its own unique market
dynamics.

Understanding these

The
Vintage
Era
(1977-19
85): The
Originals

This is the gold
standard of collecting.
The original Kenner
line, from the first 12
figures to the final
Power of the Force
series, is the most
researched and valued
segment of the market.
Key figures in this era
include:

eras is essential for * The Holy

using any price guide Grails: Vinyl

effectively. Cape Jawa,
Rocket-Firing
Boba Fett
(unproduced),
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Double-
Telescoping
Darth Vader or
Luke Skywalker.
These can range
from $5,000 to
over $100,000.
High-Value
Commons (but
in mint
condition): A
mint-on-card
(MOC) Boba Fett
(first edition) or
Darth Vader can
still fetch $1,000
to $5,000
depending on
card grade.
Loose,
Common
Figures: Most
common figures
like Hoth
Stormtrooper,
Imperial Gunner,
or Power Droid
can be
purchased
complete for $10
to $50. The Star
Wars action

figure price
guide for loose
vintage figures is
very accessible.
e The 12-Back
Run: The first 12
figures on their
original 12-back
cards are highly
desired by
completionists. A
full set in decent
condition can be
a significant
investment.

The "Dark
Times"
(1985-19
95): The
Lost
Years

After the original line
ended, there was a



significant dry spell.
Only a few items were
produced, such as the
Droids and Ewoks lines.
These  figures are
generally less valuable
than the core vintage
line but have their own
dedicated collectors.
The "Power of the
Force" coin figures
from 1985 are unique
but often trade for $20
to $100 depending on
condition.

The
Modern
Era: A
New

Hope for
Collectors

Starting with the
"Power of the Force 2"

line in 1995, the
modern collecting
market exploded.
Value here is driven by
short-term hype,
exclusive variants, and
high-quality sculpts.

e 1990s POTF2:
Initial figures like
the Darth Vader
with a coin or the
early "extended"
carded figures
can be valuable.
The first modern
screen-scene
figures and
vehicles also
hold value.

e Clone Wars and
Prequels: The
2000s saw
massive
production runs.
While most are
common, specific
"heavy" versions
of characters
(like a heavy
Clone Trooper) or
early convention
exclusives can
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be worth $100 to
$500.

e The Black
Series (2013-
Present): This is
the current
mainline. Value
is highly volatile.
A figure that is
$25 today can be
$150 tomorrow if
it becomes
scarce. The
"Archive" line
and convention
exclusives (like
the Target-
exclusive "Jedi
Knight Revan")
are key items to
watch. A reliable
Star Wars
action figure
price guide for
this era must be
current, as prices
change monthly.

WHERE TO FIND
ACCURATE
PRICING

No single price guide is

universally perfect. The
best approach is to
triangulate data from
multiple reliable
sources. Here is a
breakdown of the best
tools for your Star
Wars action figure
price guide research:

eBay Sold
Listings

This is the gold
standard for current
market value. Search
for an item, then filter
by "Sold Items." This
shows you what people
actually paid, not just
what sellers are asking.
Pay attention to the
condition, completion,
and shipping costs.
This is your most
accurate real-time
valuation tool.



Specialize

Online

d PriceDatabase
Guide and

Books

For the vintage line,
books like the
"Tomart's Price Guide
to Star Wars
Collectibles" or the
"Action Figure Price
Guide" (by various
authors) are
invaluable. They
provide historical
context, variant
details, and a baseline
for value. While their
prices may not be
updated weekly, they
are excellent for
understanding the
hierarchy of rarity.

Communi
ties

e The Rebel
Scum Forums:
A deep well of
knowledge for
vintage and
modern lines.
Collectors post
recent sales and
share their
expertise.

e ActionFigurePi
cs.com: A
fantastic free
resource for
checking photo
archives and
variant details.

e Instagram and
Facebook
Groups:
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Dedicated standardized by
groups for "Star professional services.
Wars Action

Figure Sales" or
"Vintage Star
Wars" often post
prices and can
be a good source
for community-
validated values.
Grading
Service Look-
Ups: AFA and
CGA (Certified
Guaranty
Company) have
population
reports and price
databases for
their graded
items.

CONDITION
GRADING: THE 10-
POINT SCALE

Understanding the
grading scale s
essential to

deciphering any Star
Wars action figure
price guide. Grading
is subjective but

11

e C-10 (Mint):
Pristine
condition. No
visible flaws on
the figure or card
(if carded). For a
loose figure, this
means no paint
wear, no stress
marks, and
perfect joints.
C-9 (Mint/Near
Mint): A nearly
perfect figure
with very minor,
almost
imperceptible
flaws. A tiny
paint rub or a
microscopic
scratch.

C-8 (Very
Fine): A well-
preserved figure
with slight wear,
but still
presentable. A
small stress
mark on a joint
or a minor scuff.



e C-7 (Fine):

Noticeable wear
but still complete
and displayable.
Paint wear on the
edges of the
figure, a slightly
loose joint.

C-6 (Good):
Moderate to
heavy wear.
Significant paint
loss, major stress
marks, or a
broken
accessory. Still
complete but
shows its age.
C-5 (Fair):
Heavy wear.
Parts may be
broken,
accessories
missing, or the
figure is heavily
discolored.

C-4 to C-1
(Poor):
Generally not
collectible except
as a placeholder
or for parts.

TIPS FOR BUYING
AND SELLING

For
Buyers

1. Always Ask for

Photos:
Especially for
carded figures,
request close-
ups of the
bubble, card
edge, and figure
front/back.

. Know Your

Variation: If you
are a serious
collector, learn
the specific COO
and paint masks
of your target
figure. Paying a
premium for a
“common*
version is a
common
mistake.

. Factor in

Shipping: A $50
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figure with $15
shipping is
actually a $65
figure. Always
look at the all-in
cost.

. Use a Price
Guide as a
Baseline, Not a
Rule: The Star
Wars action
figure price
guide you
consult is a tool,
not a decree.
Market sentiment
and timing (e.g.,
the release of a
new movie) can
spike prices
temporarily.

For

Sellers

1. Condition is

Everything: A
mint figure sells
itself. If you have
a rare variant in
poor condition, it
is better to sell it
as a "parts or
repair" lot than
to list it at @ mint
price.

. Provide

Detailed
Descriptions:
Use clear, honest
language.
Describe any
flaws—a buyer
who knows what
they are getting



